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QuUoD 6 vita SRC WR, profecto nullam alm ob cauſam vie 
vere optaverim, quam ut aliquid efficiam, quod vita dignum ſit, et quod uti- 
litatem legentibus, etſi non ad eloquentiam, quia tenuis in nobis facundiz re- 


bus eſt} ad vivendum tamen afferat, quod eſt maxime neceſſarium. 
profecto, fatis me vixiſſe alditrabor, et officiutn hominis implèſſe, ſi labor meus 
1 ann e Uderatos,ad MEDIAN direxerit. LAGTARTIOG. 
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' in 1 9 ir ire be an 1 of deſire ee, 1 


- wiſh to live for no other end, but to do ſomething worthy of life: and whick 


may enable the reader not to be more learned or eloquent, to which I can 
form little pretentions, but to be a good man, which is the chief thing of all. 
And this, if I can but accompliſh, I ſha}l think I have lived long enough, auc 


* 


* 


fulfilled my duty as a man, if by any labours of i r may be ellege- 


; ed from error, and directed in their road to heaven. 
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ro THE RIGHT HONOURABLE, 


LADY ELISABETH CREICHTON. 


"Mahan 


| HAVING git Me tac Day in 5 | 
Aon, as does honour to the abilities you have been 
brought up under, and, at the ſame time, raiſes Rill | 
5 higher hopes in the breaſt of friendſhip, of what may 
be hereafter ; the moſt important object, nd doubt, 
for this 28 will be the Hier of Jxsus 
Cunur. ; 


- 6c He is os way, the 8 Reg and the life; and 
no one cometh to the Father but by him.“ To be 
early formed upon ſuch a pure pattern, will prove | 
ſure, A and 'endleſs enjoyment. 


Pew ſpecial glory; of high rank is, tobe fon by ©: | 


thers;' ſo as to enlighten, and ſtimulate them forward | 


to conſpicuous worth. RY are, in this reſpect, like 
| « cities 


Jo, xiv, 6 


„532 „ 


„ '# ( iv ) 

ke cities ſet upon a hill, which cannot be hid.“ Nor 
will i it be deemed improper,.. if to this general argu- 
ment, I add, that in the caſe of your Ladyſhip, it 
may, under heaven, contribute to ſubſerve the pure 
diſintereſted views of thoſe whom you are moſt 
bound to pleaſe, in behalf of a noble Orphan, whoſe 
improvement is of ſo much es ran; not only 1 to 
herſelf, but to the nation at large · 


Taar theſe defirable effects may follow, and the 
manifold rich bleſſings of eminent Chriſtian pe 
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HE plaineſt things in Religion are often leaſt underſtood, 
3 leaſt attended 8 which is the probable cauſe, 
ſo many read the goſpel hiſtory of our Divine Saviour, 
| degree © as to admite and imitate his amaz- 

— 5 rtues. are not taught, from early years, even to 

take up che ſenſe of what they peruſe; and thi into a 
melancholy habit of ignorance, whilſt their time and beſt pains | 
are given away to much inferior leſſons. 5s | 


Tux v are led, in different countries, and among different 
' ſets, age cnn opinions, various, oppoſite, and contradice 
_ tory; a great multitude of arguments, it may be, objecs | 
tions and confutations; whilſt few of thoſe indubitable anec= 
dotes of him, whoſe recorded life is that of our religion, are 
known;z.and the great religious and moral maxims from thence, 
1 5 found the conduct of all his fincere follow- 


An eafier method taken, and it muſt 1 | 
| who truly believes in him, a method much more eligible, would, 
in a ſhort ſpace, render young minds familiar with an immenſe 
treaſure of divine and moral truths, well ſaited to their capa- 
cities; and commenting themſelves, by their own natiye luſ- _ 
ber eo 39 unkaþicuated taſte for thingy cigher fooliſh or vor- 


\ 


the cauſe o 


Pearisxck of application, no doubt, is due to a matter 


„ 


rupt. Their minds would perceive, and their hearts refoice, 
in them exceedingly. Their beſt ſprings of action would be 
thereby moved to follow CHRIST, and be ſaved by him. 


Tx this way of his own appointment, they might expect to 
derive neceſſary aids from him; to have their whole ſouls 


\ brought into a ſtate of good order, and familiarity with the on- 


ly complete ſyſtem of principles, both doctrinal and practical. 


They would, with every new advance in life, be (till made 
more ſenſible of it's perfection, beauty, grandeur, and uſeful- 
neſs. Thy would become powerful advocates, in time, for 


* 


our moſt holy faith; and for it's defence againſt 
both ſubtle and malicious adverſaries. They would be able at 
once to coſifound them; and to give the higheſt ſatisfaction 
to the good, not only in their converſation, but manners. A 
66 joy of like kind, though inferior as to the degree,” * ſays 2 


truly reſpectable author, whoſe ſentiments I am happy to har- 


monize with, like what they will experience, who come into 
7)))ßͤFZ 7 Oar neem Log 


e T'm1s therefore,” adds he, „ ought'to be the chief con- 
« cern of Chriſtian divines.” And earlier ſtill, we may be ſure; 
of wiſe, affectionate, Chriſtian parents. Such plain truths, have _ 
ing little er no occaſion for foreign proofs,:do enter with eaſe 
nd evidence, ſimilar to that of natural light, into the bodily eye. 
Their repeated efforts will rarely, if ever, fail of leading to the 


_ enjoyment of pure religious virtue, and endleſs felicity. * My 


* ſheep,” ſays the faithful tender Paſtor, © hear my voice, 
Jo. x. 27, &c. * and they follow me, and I know them” with 


Ajay wk bation : “ and I will give unto them eternal life; 
y 


« and ſhall never iſh, neither ſhall any be able to 
« pluck them out of my hand And my Father, who is great - 


. « er than all, he will give unto them eternal life; arid nona_ 


** ſhall be able to pluck them out of my Father's hand. I 
«. and the Father are one.” Thus do they engage to corre 
what is amiſs, and to bring all our ſenſitive paſſions and ap- 
petites in obedience to the law of Ch; or, in conformity 
to his own example.  _ 3 2 1 


of ſo 
great 
ey 
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»Arrrax, &c. by Doctor James Oſwald, 
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ce; but what acher upairy ine aeathchmey 
288 compared to this? One thing is needful, and that 
is, agreeable to him who could not be miſtaken, Lu. x. 425 ( to 
&« ſit as at the feet of Ixsus, and hear his word.” 80 likewiſe, 
ly. 1, 2, 3- © Ho, every one that thirſteth, come ye to the 
en and he that hath no money: come ye, buy and eat; 
yea, come, buy wine and milk without money, and without 
« price, Wherefore do ye fpend money for that which is not 
e bread, and your labour for that which ſatisfieth not ? Heark- 
& | en diligently unto. me, and eat ye that which is good, and 
« let your ſoul delight itſelf in fatneſs, Incline your ear, and 
© come unto me: hear, and your ſoul ſhall livez and I will 


% make an everlaſting covenant, * you, even e mer - 
1 cies of David.” | 1 


| "Ts "Lew theſe clear, Fac and ey reiterated * 
| tions, both from the old and new Teftaments, be regarded as 
they ought ; and then the * children of this world” will not 
be © wiſer in their generation, than the children of light ;* 
but the maxims of theſe laſt, be Fung en Mer, ot. at leſt 
cents and efficacious: | $6 


% 


_ |. Haypr they who ben the thoughts and affections 5 man» 
kind chiefly towards them. Either their endeavours, under 
op, will ſucceed, or elſe there is no remedy. But Ixsus \ 
Cnnis r is the ſure obvious way to preſent ſaving, tit and | 
eternal life ; and there is norte other, Jo. xiv. 555 ; 11/47 


| To ſet the right conduct of rational creatures full 3 in \ theie: | 
view, with native light and ſtrength, i is, to render them, from 
early life, and after a clear manner, acquainted: with the 
2,8 knowledge of the glory of Go, in the face,” or perſon, of 
66 bis only be Mtten Son,” 2 Cor. iv. 6. He that hath ears 
« to Tus let him hear.” Agreeable to the above reaſonings, 
it. is the greateſt benefit which one or other of us can do to 


- ourlelyes, 1. ry pas ee egg we are N e of to our 
A 


* As it is impoſible,” the late cited author tells us, a 1 © 
man of ſenſe to take an attentive ſuryey of the 28 „ 

A the univerſe, and doubt of the being and perfections of 
4s * bee e for 8 CT 


Ms 


(mm) 


| & to conſider wich attention certain undoubted facts 


« from the face of the Chriſtian revelation, (what ongs: ri * 
44 the miniſtry, temper, conduct, ſufferings, and death of it's. 
& Author in particular) and doubt of it's trath;” yea, doubt of 


it's incomparable excellence and uſefulneſs. cr, Wen, 
ought he chef yas of Grid teachers to e dreQed. ; 


Tars is the ſhort effetual method to accompliſh a 2 
of truth over error; of pure religious virtue, over pes. 


tive vice; of juſt and beneficial ſcience, over falſe philoſophy: 


1 2 of {6 good a nature, become more frequent I In- 
the prevalence of Lon ps Day's Schools, and the en- 


couragements now given to them, promiſe. very high things, 


Who can ſay, but that. this may be the 5 of what num⸗ 


bers of people are not fond to admit, notwithſtanding the beſt. 


authority, that they and they only will be found « to byte the 


b light, whoſe hearts are ſet in them to do evil,“ Jo. iii. 20 ;' 


ad We W foes their deeds ſhould be 


& * reproved ? 
In other words, 404 * an author * truly e « has | 
« the ſame way as in common life, they — would elude o- 


<« bligations of any kind, take advantage of dark ſurmiſes, or 
6 doabtful reatonir » ſole wich bet I 


Ge more, then, 1 fepeat, that . * | 
due to a matter of ſo great importance; for as much as uſeful 
panes ſuggeſted even by the hiſtory of CHu Ist, lic not near 

h the ſurface, as an honoured Friend + ſays, and whoſe 
hol No extracts ſhall nearly finiſh this int ion, to ſtrike 
ſuperficial readers, vol. ad of his truly inſtructive work, entit« 
led, A comparative view of the ern methods of p 
religious inſtruction, page 69. In no way can the Chriſtian | 
« divine either teach the 8 or inculcate the practice 
« of virtue, than by a frequent illuſtration of the — bags 
ches of our Lonp's character; which. is, as it were, held 
« « This; view, to attract attention, and allure imitation: Again, 


in partieular, 15 more followed, 3 


e mere eee Tor 1 
ny Duncan Shaw, one of the miniſter of bee. 


* 


| 4 i; ) | RO See 
«"io'weap from chat violent attachment to ſyſtem, which, from' 


c the courſe of early ſtudies, and the general run of books 
1 hitherto written upon religion, preachers themſelves are apt 
t to contract; than which, there are perhaps few things, that 
have carried after them worſe conſequences to religion z” be- 
Aides other inconveniences, page 89. 5 Theſe laſt have given 
5 riſe to metaphyſical diſtinctions, and technical terms; many - 
* of which ſerve only to N the ſuhject, and conceal the 
66 . aan of thoſe, who would attempt to explain it.“ 
« There may be danger,” continues he, © in endeavouring even 
& at fo ſafe a remedy, but it ought to be run: innovation, ſome 
« may call it; but the ſticklers for local and old phraſes, how 
c much ſoever rendered venerable by long uſe, will have 
6 to anſwer for their conduct very awfully, if they endea- 
* your to hurt a good deſign, and probable mean of ſervice _. 
to the Chriſtian religion, by any thing worſe. The Scrip- 
c tures deal very little in diſtinctions of particular doctrines of 
cc religion. They refer us to the effects, as the beſt way of 
4 becoming acquainted with their nature, and manner of ope- 
5 ration,” page 93, &c. | | 


Tax Reflexions which follow, are divided, as the Hiſtory it- 
ſelf is, into fifty two chapters; which, together, comprehend 
five hundred brief ſections. What belongs to each, is plainly 
determined by the Roman alphabetical letters, , , ©, & 
belonging to the Hiſtory, or firſt volume. WRT 


Snob p any one wiſh to conſult at pleaſure for the meaning, 
jous and moral uſes of a ſingle paſſage, the Index to both vo- 
umes will make this very eaſy z as, upon every Section, the 

contents are marked, with the ſacred author, or authors, wha 

treat of them. Here, too, as in the Hiſtory, M. is put for St. 

Matthew, M. for St. Mark, L. for St. Luke, J. for St. John, 

comp. for compare. . * | | f 
Wenk the word General precedes any refleCtions, it is 
meant to ſignify, that thoſe which follow, ſpring out of the 
* whole Section; and were not ſo immediately deducible from 
any one part of it. | | Ele 14 
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Havinc met with the Reverend, Mr. now Doctor Samuel 
Charteris Sermons, ſince the 1 ſequel was nearly nar" 


| 4 
( [ 
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429 
ed, and being ſtruck with the originality of ſome of his obſerves, 
and the e 525 manner in which he writes, I could not te: 


ny myſelf the ſatisfaction of enriching my work from thence, - 


And, though to thofe who are intimately acquainted with tha 
valuable author, the ſelected ſentences might well diſtingui 
themſelves ; yet, for the ſake of others, and in teſtimony of pure 
5 ude, I have taken the freedom of ſubjoining to them, the 
Init ap name. Our 1 _ Gob, are not diſſimilar, 
how much r upon one fide there is vifible ſuperiority. Maj 
Nis labours of love for the church, increaſe and proſper} 6 
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* NOTHING,” ſays good Doctor Neweome, 

& can be more ſimple and artleſs, than the man, 

ner in which our Lorp 's conſummate character is 

drawn. It ariſes from facts, and often from flight 
incidents; and in many places it is ſo finely inter. 

woven with the plaineſt narrative, that it can on- 
ly be traced by a curious and attentive eye. 


Tux authority of the goſpel, beſides the ſtrong 
external evidence for it, appears from attention 
to the ſubject matter; our Loxvꝰs perfect charac- 
ter and doctrines; the extolling of moral duties; 
the diſparaging of legal and traditionary obſerv- 

ances; the declarations that the Gentiles were 

to be admitted into the church; and the prophe- 
cies, that the Jewiſh nation and temple were to be 
deſtroyed. It is incredible, that men ſhould write 
fo far above other men; and ſo contrary to the 
ſtream of their own ideas. They ſpeak not of their 
own inſufficiency,but ſhew a conſciouſneſs of their 


ung under the All-ſufficient influence wh the 
Spirit.” 


| 77 ( 
Hiſtory of C xis r, we muſt not only ſtudy it cloſe, 
but depend upon the inſpiring author, Jam. i I, 

oo 25 ' 


% 
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(a ) 


ADVICE T0” THE SERIOUS. 


02 Ir children come the length of ten years and op- 
wards; were deſired to read a ſingle ſection of the 


Hiſtory, and, immediately after that, the Parent, 


or Houſeholder, as from himſelf, did mention, 


perhaps wikl a little enlargement, the practical Re- 


flexions as his own, how ſweetly and uſefully 
might an hour or two of the Logd' s Day POE 


ed ve . : * ME * by > * 8 15 be 


eb peC of Dividityand Sgt Preachers, will 
186 one, likewiſe, to obſerve; from long experi- 


ence, that compoſitions for the public, upon almoſt. 


every goſpel ſubject, may be, in a good degree, fa- 
cCilitated, by comparing the narrative and re- 


flexions together; "unleſs there be a ane en 
e oa gh ang or godly cr or rer l. 
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REFLECTIONS. 
on THE 


HISTORY OF CHRIST, 


* 7 * "IS \ 


CM 


beer. v. kun by St. Take Chap Vaſes, . 


Lt us be thankful, that by united r amp the whole is 
- Hluftrated and e How kind has 
_ God been, in preſerving a treaſure ſo invaluable z even in peri- 


| 64s of the grofleſt darkneſs, and bettet perſecution? Our 


children ſhould be accuſtomed to repeat ſhott ſeri 3 
ries, as well as proverbs, and portions of ſacted poe 
d Two neceflary qualities in an hiſtorian, are ex 


ledge and fidelity. The faith of z Chriſtian ou eto be row | 


ſonable, and upon ſufficient evidence, 1 Pet. ii. 15. Verbal 


tradition from one age to another, was not to be truſted: - 


o ſcripture,-is Chriſtian © 


pfovidence of 


VEN contiton hiftory com with wrath, is 5 
ſant and beneficial, - zee wi of the r 


2 REFLECTIONS ON THY 


| wiſdom ; and a ſuitable behaviour, is real religion. CHRIS S 


example is the only perfect one. 4 Even fincere and accept- 


able faith, admits of increaſe. The chief bent of our defires, 
ſhould be towards what is heavenly and everlaſting. It is 


one of the moſt important offices. of friendſhip, to labour for 
the ſpiritual advantage of each other. True love to Gop will 
ever welcome ſuch attempts. How great a guilt, then, muff 
it be, to withhold the ſcriptures ? — 13 


= 14 
— 5 


SECT: 2. Introduction by St. John; Chap. i. Verſe 1, &c. 


Hin and curious inquiries concerning the nature of 
Cnnigr, may obſtruct the fubmiſſioh of an humble faith. 
There is no accounting for ideas or knowledge, without hav- 
ing recourſe to the divine mind, as the fountain and firſt prin- 
. of them. Plato. What will it avail you, to ſpeak learn- 
edly of what Gop, for a time, hath choſen to keep ſecret, if, 


from want of a'modeſt ſpirit, you offend him? A mild and 


ingenuous believer, is better than a proud divine- How great 
mult be the danger of not hearing and obeying CHRIST? comp. 
John i. 18. Acts iii. 22, 23. 2 Cor. iv. 3, 4. 2 Theſ. i. 8. 
Heb. ii. 2. * That moment religion was produced, when 


the univerſe ſprung from nothing, and man created. © New 


ther the natufal wiſdom of man, nor the law of Moſes, nor 
the inſtruction of the prophets, could in an effectual manner 


. remedy human ignorance. By faith in the goſpel, the way of ſal» _ 


vation becomes open to every man. * They who are agcuſtom- 
Matth. xiii. 14, 15, 2 Cor. iii. 14, 15.—li. 16. © Thoſe 


- who enjoy advantages above others, ſometimes ſeek the deftruc- 


tion of truth, and of it's beſt teachers: ? To be ſons and hein 


of the Almighty, is at once the higheſt dignity and blefledneſs; 


Gal, iv. 7. comp. 1 Pet. i. 3. 1 John iti, 1. v. 5. True ſpiri- 


 _ tual children, will not fail to reſſect the divine image, t John 
ii. 29.—liie 8, 10.—v. 3. We. ought not to miſtruſt him, 
who hath done ſo much for us already, Such birth, and ſuch 


condition, ſhould raiſe and ennoble the ſoul, ſo as to graſp at 
nothing lefs than eternity. Bleſſed Gor, the Father of lights 
and the Fountain of honour, let me eſteem it moſt noble to 
be akin to thee; and to be like thee l 8 A graceful manner 


ſweetens the ſharpneſs of truth; charms the mind; and makes 
a complete ornament of life. Where that is wanting, even 
mood argument loſes much of it's force, DK 


8 1 " 


. „ inn. 


HISTORY OF: CHRIST. 5 
6 E N E R 4 . 


Fur who read this whole introduction ſeriouſly, will bg. 
; truck with the divinity of the argument, and the majeſty and 
authority of the compgſiition, as infinitely ſurpaſſing the high- 
eſt flights of human uence. By renewing our applica- 
tion to CHRIST as our living head, vital influences may be con- 


_ tinually imparted to our ſouls. 


Scr. 3- * Tux law makes fins known, but cannot take 
away the puniſhment of them. * Chriſtian religion, eſtabliſn- 
ed upon the ruins of Judaiſm, changed the face of the whole 
world. Ever fince the introduction of fin, penitence has 
.endeayoured to ſupply the place of innocence; and now, there 
is no room left for diſtruſt, comp. 1 Cor. i. 30, 31. 2 Cor. v. 
17, &c\ It is the worthieſt exerciſe of the underſtanding, to 
trace the perfections of Go, in his works, and in his ways, 
and in his CHRIST, 8. C. © To. believe what Jes CHRIST 
has ſet forth in ſcripture, is enough for ſalvation. The diffi- 
culty of knowing Gon, from his being inviſible, is now re- 
moved. Likewiſe, of holding communion with him, 8. C, 
e e / ee 


: GENER A IL. 


On worthieſt thoughts of Gon aſcend from human na- 
ture, raiſed to an infinite degree, 8. C. Emulation is excit- 
ed, by contemplating our divine original; and, by diſcover- 
ing the capacity and extent of our faculties,” we become de- 
firous of higher improvements. Eloquence conſiſts in unit- 

ing force and beauty; ſtrength of argument and ſweetneſs of 
delivery. Difficulties, not readily occurring to common 

A minds; ſhould be left untouched, = OA eb 421 


— 


Nr to 8 — | | 3 
* BStcT. 4. The Genealogy, according to St. Matthew ; Chap. 
wn hy I, '&c. - 6 5 / FS 1 ; 
Davm was of Jewiſh- original; as Abraham was of Gen- 
tile. - By meeting in the ſame faith, they the calling 
nnd union of both; that is, the kingdom and church of Gon. 
> Here it is, though indirectly, fignified, that penitents of all 

_ Wuntries and ages were to be ſaved through CurisT, Acts x. | 
7 | 2 34 


* 5 


* 
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\ 1/4 _ REFLECTIONS. ON THE 


34, Kc. © Though of noble anceſtors, he derived no advan» 

tages of power, ſplendour, or riches from them. A low eſtate 
dos much more ſubſervient to his great and generous deſigns, 
Fas” 1 5 public * bebored to be ne in the name of 
| Huſbands; and muſt have confirmed faith, preferably to any 
— private afſertions: 3 


a GENERAL | 
Born our Lonv's genealogy, and the manner of his con- 


Feen and binth, prove him to be Pirgeuan, promiſed under 


AS 


8 | : . * 
 - ÞrcT. 5, The Genealggy according to St. Luke ; Chap. iii. 

| / a r ps erſe 23 &c. + 25 Ae 

Ir wag meet, for a time, that Ixsus ſhould be thought 

and ſpoken of as the ſon of Joſeph; till the goſpel, through 

| his miracles and preachings, was ſufficiently brought to light, 
and made famous. He ſhunned not the reproach of poverty; 
but that of an illicit birth he did ſhun.” * God ſpeaks to-us 
pne, who was made in all things like unto ourſelves, fin onl 
excepted. CnrisT's genealogy, on both ſides, was ſplendi 
For antiquity, and number of great anceſtars; fitted to re- 
move the offence of his obſcure birth, as well as to fulfil an- 


w 
cient prophecies. 
OM) 2 N 5 4 

8 1 q | Car) 


© Buer. 6. The Conception of John ; Luke i, 5, R. 


. NIVERSAL righteouſneſs, or juſtice, is the whole 
perfect law, and rule of a man's conduct; and is 2 
much nobler ground of commendation, than deſcent from 
either great or good, ſee Luke i, 75. e prayers of huſ- 
hand and wife for each other, tend to ſti en and ſweet- 
u their union, 1 Pet. iii. 7. By this means, a ſenſe of duty 
s brought into the aid of affection, 8. C. The good, when 8 
- alone, act as in the preſence of all; becauſe WT know, that 


T Gan, and myfk be publiſhed, , Thotp 
N . Pho 


K 
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whoſe office leads them nearer to Gon than others, Thould 
remember their peculiar obligations to imitate ſuch an exam» 
ple. Here was a notable trial to their patience ; but more 
— compenſated by their ſpirjtyal improvement. 10 
and ſweet prayers are well qualified to aſcend to Gop, as did 
the ſweet ſavour of incenſe into 2 noſtrils, comp. Pſal. 
cxli. 2. Mild condeſcending ſpirit from love, is a charac- 
ter of heaven, The. wiſdom of Gap delays anſwering 
prayers, for the greater good of the ſaints. * Benefits be- 
hope, are peculiarly pleaſing. Predicted exegllence, 
dignity and uſefu 77 would increaſe the natural and pious 
fervour, ſee John v., 35. 1 Unto Gop no man is great, but 
by divine graces and gifts. Theſe ought ever to increaſe 
with years. By bringing men to one true faith, they would 
thereby be braught to qne heart and mind, Family differences 
are peculiarly unnatural, Where true piety is, there can be 
po diſcord. * Happy they, who prepare mens hearts to re- 
ccive a Saviour; and reduce them to obedience. ' Gentle- 
neſs and familiarity put an end to fear. Omnipotence - 
work, not only without, but in oppoſition to natural cauſes 
ſee Rom. iv. 19. Gen. xvii, 17. Even where Gop forgives fin, 
he does not always withhgld-the wholeſome diſcipline of chaſe 
tiſement. » Here was a mark of great dignity and excellence, 
Matth. xviii. 10. Dan. viii. 16. Even Fubu hearts, upon 
the whole, may have remains of unbelief, to be guarded againſt, 


_ SxcT. 7. Ir is in the ſpirit of piety, to refer every good 
and perfect gift to Gop, Jam. i. 17. Public rumours = 
be avoided in common, if we would have leiſure and other ad- 
yantages for recollecting divine benefits, and being thankful. 
1 and a diſpoſition to virtue, far moſt part, go toge · 
ther. Sin favours of Providence, demand extraprdinary 

ſures of gratitude. To be inſtrumental in multiplying a 
| holy ſeed, is a great happineſs. 9 9 8 | 


. 
* 


© Sxcr- 8. The Conception of Ghrift ; Luke I. 26, Ke. 
| 7 . SruPLICITY and modeſt behaviour had all the honour in 
this matter. d Pure arid pious virginity loveth to be ſecret. 
The humble in ſpirit are moſt apt to be put into confuſion. 
Sho loſt not, however, her whole preſence of mind ; or a pro- 
jp behaviour. It is of the eſſence of goodneſs, to reheve 
from perplexity and doubt ; to encourage 2nd W 
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5 Sect. 70. * In the cauſe of her own private happineſs, that 
of mankind was concerned. ® Hitherto, from virgin baſhfuſ - 


5 REFLECTIONS ON THE | 
© Gmorous. It is a mark of goodneſs, to be well bred, or 


. _ courteous, comp. 1 Pet. iii. 9. 1 Sam. xxv. 33. The rei 


of Cunts r is to be over the choſen people of Gop, or church: 
made up of thoſe who believe, out of every age and nation,' 
Luke xi. 27, &c. It is planned by wiſdom, ſupported by 
power, animated by love, 8. C. Eph, i, 20, &c, 1 Cor. xv. 
25, &c. *® She is neither unduly elevated, nor diſtruſtful, 
Her honour was her great concern. * Age, ſtation and ſex, 
make a very material difference. Gon took care to preſerve 

the good name of Mary, as well as her quiet. Prompt ſub+ 


miſhon, Exceedingly modeſt, believing, and zealous. 


GENE R A I. 


Hz who is Omnipotent can 25 our ſouls to all the in 
provements and pleaſures of the heavenly ſtate, as eaſily as he 
produces the meaneſt vegetable upon earth. Wait the accom». 
pliſhing of his promiſes with calm tranquillity, firm faith, and 
0. ul acquieſcence. . ä - 511K 

_ Bect. 9. Mary viſits Elizabeth ; Luke i. 39, &c. | 
Tuts was a mark of great zeal eſpecially if, being poor, 


He was abliged to walk on foot, comp. 2 Sam. il. 15. Joſh. 


xi. 21.—Xxi. 10. It is natural for thoſe who have received 

mercy from the Loxp, to communicate their joy to other; 
and to ſeek the ſociety of their fellow-ſaints. Ha ; 
whoſe friendſhip is confirmed and heightened by ſuch endear-: 
ing ties ! V It is of the nature of true goodneſs, to rejoice in the 
profperity of others; and not to vaunt of it's own. Affec- 
tion and zeal muſt have lively utterance ; _ ſee Matth. xii, 345 


35. comp. Acts li. 13. This was much for the honour and » 


appineſs of both couſins. 4 His conception was miraculous: 
He was deſtined to the moſt exalted employment, admirably 
qualified for it, and to be Led both of Angels and of Men, 
Gal. iv. 4. 1 Cor. 15, 47- The more that people excel in 
heavenly gifts, the more they are lowly. * A thing fo ſtrange, + 
e ſuch increafing ſupports; comp. Exod. iii. 4. Acts vii. 
30, Z1.—xz1x. 18. Heb. ii. 2. te 1 


— 
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nefs, ſhe had concealed the joy of her heart; and could not now | 
e 8 forbear. 


nisTORY OF CHRIST. . y 


forbear: True piety is much converſant with the Scriptures; 
and chuſes to dwell upon their ſentiments and words. The 
- humbling ſcheme of goſpel grace ſerves, in every age, to hide 
pride from man, comp. 2 Cor. x. 5. © This great and commori 
Berionr ſhall make them a great, pleaſant and beneficial brothers 
hood. An humble, penitent and believing heart, is all that 
Gop requires. * The proud Phariſee is caſt out, and the mo- 
deft Publican is taken in, L. xviii. 14, &c. Kings, in their 
proud wrath againft-the meek and lowly, he peculiarly abhors z 
ſee Dan. vii. 10, &c. Acts xii. 20, &c. comp. Mat. xi. 25. 1 Cor. 
i. 26, &c, Gop is the great Proprietor of all; and the moſt 
opulent and powerful, only his tenants at will. Pride is the 
cauſe of all diſobedience. f We may conceal, but muſt not 
forget what has a tendeney to eſtablifh and animate our minds 
in religious virtue. Hitherto the ſacred cauſe of Gov hath 
confounded it's moſt inſolent and violent oppoſers; comp. Pl. 
in 1, 8&c. Not lineal deſcent, but purenefs of faith, com- 
mendeth us unto Gop. The mercy of God in CRRISsTH is e- 
ternal. The leſs of merit there is in any, the more of grati- 
tude do they owe to the fountain of all love. May our faith, 
| Hke the bleſſed virgin's, delightfully reſt on all the divine pro- 


Stem. 11. The birth and circumciſion of John ; L. i. 57, c f 


© Ws ſhould make the religious joys of others, as much 36 
may be, our own, in place of envying them. | 


Sxcr. 12. It is wiſely pious, to'obſerve what Gop is do- 
ing around us, and to lay up remarkable occurrences in our 
hearts. See PC. cvii. 43- The better we underſtand the lov 
ing kindneſs of the Lon, the more we will be engaged to 
- ſerve him. Let us aſcribe to the hand of Gop whatever id 
good in our children, either as to body or mine. 


Sxcr. 13. Luke i. 67 K. 
wy F 1 & 4 s 5 4 


Mens corrupt affections are the inſtruments made uſe of 
by other adverſaries 3 comp. Pf. cvi. 10.—xvili. 18. Hof, xii, - 
14- 1 Cor. xv. 55: Hatred is watchful, conſtant, and vigo- 
rous. Let us bleſs Gor, who hath given us light; and make 
it our daily prayer, that it may be the happy means of guiding . 
our feet into the ways of peace. © If thoſe ho were perverſe, 

refuled mercy, Gop is true;; notwithſtanding his time and 


* * 8 
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„ Rixiicrions on E 


ways ate ever the fitteſt | He who is mertiful to promiſe, u 
alſo juſt and true. They are Abraham's ſeed, who, like him, 
» are obedient to God through faith. 4 Love and zeal cannot 
defiſt ; but continually increaſe their ſtrength and exerciſes; 
ſee Jer. zxxii. 39, 40. Under ſuch a Saviour, none can be - 
vercome. Filial fear was, and is, and ever will be proper, Phil. 
zi. 12, 13. Rom. xii. 20. Prov. xzviii. 14+ To ſerve Gon as 
n ſlave, is the Wes relapſe into diſſipation. The new law, is 
e 


Deſpair of dee 5 is the very blackneſs of that ſnadow. . 
| Peace from the goſpel, is above every thing joyous z u bind 


2 N y . * 41 '{ ; 
* 1 
# 
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of ce H A F. it 8 
N ets Bi : 270 fin 
Ster. 14. Joſeph fuſpefts Marys Matic 16, Ke. 
IV patience is a great gift. In an affair which appear 
{ dubious, the gentle id prudent ever chuſe to err o 
the favourable extreme. There is a diſeretion in charity. — 5 
was not ſo blinded by love, as to be inſenſible to | 
They who are bad themſelves, are generally moſt fuſpicious, 
Temptation is the touch- ſtone of virtue. It is good to ſuffer 
Ar ne rv both. lo: the good are in an error or 
Youbt, providence in time doth uſually interpoſe, Iſa. xxvi; 7. 
. xxV, 9. 4 Obſerve now the bleſſing of a meek ſpirit z tha 
our due to calm patience: - What confidence and love is 
due to ſuch a name? Every one ſhould be anxious to anfwer - 


their beft denomination. * One of the chief pleaſures amd 


benefits, to be derived from e 
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72 7 UISTORY OF CHRIST: 
om thenee our notices of the great Meſſiah, 1 Po what i 


clear duty, and leave the conſequences to Go. 


| Sxor. 15. The birth and circumciſion of Chrift Lu. ii; 1, Kc. 
e en EE 4 pages 


Tun peaceable reign of Auguſtus then, was but a mere 
ſhadow of what the reign of Cnnisr over men would effec» 
tuate, . viz. univerſal perfect freedom, joy and eternal life, - 
b Unknown to peoples ſelves, they fulfil Gon's will. Now - 
to be accompliſhed, Gen. xlix. 10. Such an abaſes a 
ment of all human diſtinctions, heightens the luſtre of CantsT's 13 
public life and character. & ęlear proof of his true and pros 
per humanity. How ill doth jt become thy diſciples, O bleſ- 
fed Jusus, to be ſolicitous for great things in this lf; or io 
be proud of it's pomp and grandeur ? | | | 


GENERAL 


- AcxnowLtpceD ſplendour of deſcent, and diſplay of world. 
ly grandeur, would have ſuited the ſecular ery 4 poet 
t the Meſſiah ; and would naturally have ſtirred up a peo 
1 ſedition, who were remarkable for theit impatience of a 
ign Dr. Newcome. Here, once for let it be 
obferved, from the ſarhe excellent author, that the Evangeliſt | 
moſt impartiffly relate whatever ſeem to, diminiſh our Lorp's 
character, in fhe eſtimation of prejugiced and worldly minded 
men; for which ſee Lu. ii. 24. Mat. xiii, 5 5. M. ii. Jo. vii. 
5, 15. Lu. iv. 29. M. ii. 21. Mat. viii. 20-—xyit. 27. Lu, viii. 
372 vi. 66. Mat. xi. 19. Jo, viii- af. Mat. 31s 26. Jo. ii. 33. 
t. viii. 16.—Xiv. 14, 21.—$x1: 14, &c/ r 
- Bret: 46. * A Tierr inſinuation, that his kingdom was - 
tot of this world, Jo.,xviii. 36. > How much ſuperior thi 
to all appendages of worldly grandeur! . © They who woul 
remove fear, muſt ſpeak ſoft and kindly, as Angels do. Ob- 
ferve with what delight thoſe courtiers of heaven undertake | 
And execute the embaſſies of good, to pious lowly men. | 
this love of the heavenly hoſt awaken our loye to them; and 
dur longing for that happy world, where we ſhall not only be 
ke them, but equal to them. 4 The ſimple and inoffenſive 
ge beſt qualibed e receine ruth, add bs inal 1 Oo: 
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io REFLECTIONS ON- THE 


26, &c. © Grateful ſound this, to the humble and contrite, ſet 
Mat. i. 21. Notes and Reflexions. f Gop is unſpeakably good, 
by ſuch a deliverer; true to his promiſe ; and wiſe in the man- 
ner. Admiration and gratitude are the beſt voices of worſhip. 


Sxcr. 14. * WrrnovrT criminal doubting, the plain and up- 
right mind endeayours to be more and more confirmed. Sim- 
plicity keeps clear of credulity, and intention to deceive. Such 
know not what it is, to treat divine matters with indifference; 
Who would not have gladly ſhared with them in their pover- 
ty and fatigue; to have heard, with them, from Heaven, theſe 
ber, tidings of great joy? Every meaſure of attention and de- 
light is due to this anth 
make it our care, to ſpread abroad the favour of CHRIST's 
name; that others may join with us, in paying proper homage 
and praiſes to him, Man has a natural deſire to propagate 
what is wonderful. 9 e 


Srcr. 18. Tax would, no doubt, from the ſame con- 
viction and love, ſpeak of them often afterwards to one ano- 
ther; comp. Mal: 111. 16. Z | ; SY | 2 8 


SGxcr. 19. WraTan example of ſelf. command, and mo- 
deſty! With every new circumſtance, did her faith and vir- 
tue ſtill increaſe. She waits the proper time, to open her full 
breaſt to others, Eph. iii. 10. wy 


Stcr: 20. Hans was eatly and due teſpedt given to the 


I, &c. 


% 


 SecT. 21. Crunrsr is worſhipped by the wiſe men, Mat. ii. 
Ax earneſt this of the calling of the Gentiles ; and pre- 
ſage of CnrtsT's future majeſty and grandeur. Thoſe who _ . 
are wiſe, as they have opportunities for it, are at pains to be- 
come ſtill wiſer. Between angels, ſages and ſaints, in ſo ſnort 
2 compaſs, there could be no concert. > The expectation of a 
great king was now general; and their minds might be ſu- 
pernaturally impreſſed. Means of faith are various, even a8 
peoples ſtates and abilities are. Gop accommodates himſelf. 
| very often to their favourite ſtudy and taſte.” To flatter and 
HW | comply with worldly paſſions, is the way to be received by it. 
| 2 © Number and authority add to the credit both 8 
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em of pious beneyolence. ' © Let us 


- _*HISTORY OF CHRIST; 1 


ting. Where no prejudice is, there belief is true, ſimple, 
and without delay. Thoſe ſame men' however, procured him 
to be put to death; after having notably ſhone by his miracles, 
and his incomparable uſeful life, Adorable providence, for 
confirming our faith, and condemning Jewiſh infidelity. How 
dreadful is it, to have the knowledge of the ſcriptures, and 
not to be profited by them? Spiritual greatneſs is by far the 
nobleſt, ſee Ezek. xxxiv. 23.—xxxvyii. 24, &c. Hoſ. ili. 4. 
# The wiſdom of proud worldly men, is fooliſhneſs with Gon, 
See Pſa. ii. 4 vii. 14, &c. ow and anger blind the mind, 
Thoſe who, by good means, are neareſt to CHRIST, often 
know him leſs than others. ® Thus is wicked cruelty very of- 
ten cloaked with godlineſs. Divine wiſdom over- rules human 
| fen and meaſures, for his own n glory in the ſucceſs of truth. 
3 Godlineſg is not ſuſpicious. * Obedience and integrity Gon 
takes care of. Comfort taken away, and reſtored, becomes more 
dear. They who think much of duty, do not perplex theme 
ſelves with the conſequences, Acts iv. 19. Emblems of cha- 
rity, prayer, and mortification. The more we preſent to Gon, 
the more we ſhall receive from him. Happy they who conſe- 
crate themſelyes, with their poſſeſſions, to ſo gracious a Ruler, 
No human device can defeat the purpoſes of the Almighty ; 
fee Pſa, xxxiii. 10, 11. Thus did they prepare the way to | 
nis r, even beyond the bounds of Judea. e 


0 EN E R A 1. 


Cnxisr's hiſtory is beautifully varied; and yet all along 
-confiſtent and uniform. The choſen witneſſes of his birth 
were wiſe, few and good. Thoſe of them who were moſt con- 
ſiderable for judgement and wealth, = ſacrifice both preju- 
dices and reputation with the world. To open one's heart, is 
to open one's treaſure. A right diſcoyery of CHRIST, in e- 


«. 


very age, is an ample recompence for all fatigue and expence, 


* 


\ 


| | \Sxct. 22. Cann is preſented in the Temple; Mat. ü. 
35 im. Ke. e if 


| +, aovch poor, they had hearts. enlarged with love and 
zeal. By ſuch a ſeries of wonders, was the birth and true hu- 
;  manity of our divine Saviour manifeſted. e 
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u REFLECTIONS ON THY 
are the deft qualified to litow religious truth. They mum ba 


Juſt in their dealings with mankind, who have right to wore 
ß God; or tobe termed devout z comp Acts ii 5 ii 4. 


=x. 1, Ke. Ripe age is deſigned for contemplation z and 
often, the more ſtrength the body loſes, the more the ſoul 
aequifes: 5 How melodiouſly ſweet, from the mouth of fuck 
an eminent and aged faint! All my deſires, O Lord, are fully 
ſatisfied z I am now willing and ready to die; let me go and 
affociate with thoſe who never, while they lived, had the fame 
Kappineſs ! Bleffed tranquillity in dying, from a ptoſpect of 
| better days to others, than ourſelves have lived in! Our poſt in 
8 IF life is not to be abandoned, without divine permiſſion. Prayer 
q | js neceſſaty to make out departure happy. That which con- 
| Kirutes our greateſt felicity on earth, makes us moſt willin * 
depart, 8 C. Affection is wifely transferred to the world of 
ſpirits, 8. C. The near proſpect of home, is gladdening to otie 
why has long ſojourned, 8. C. To live alway, would be to 
ſurvive alt the ſources: of preſent enjoyment, which are gradu- 
ally &ried up, 8. C. 4 The true Ifrael ſhall make their boaſt - 
in Cnxts r, even more than Moſes as _ way his ſuperiov. 
© Prejudice, for 4 time, would obſtruct CHs ſucceſs 
comp. Ta, vill. 14 1 Pet. fi. 8. The goſpel is the great touch- 


comes, ſee 1 Cor. xi. '1g. comp; Jo iii 39 —iiic 19, 105 27. 
Rom. ix. 32. 2 Cor. ii. 15, &e. 1 Cor. x. 12. n 
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Tuer who preſeribe the eontempt of death, muſt not, in their 
4aſt action, belie all the principles and ſentiments of their paſt 
Ife.. A good man is ſeldom better pleaſed, than in deſeribing 
what is beautiful. A ſingle maſterly expreſſion or two, gives 
I fuller idea, than all florid ones, a SIO 
- SECT. 25. * CHARACTER adds much to the weight of tef.. - - 
. timony. In women, who have children to care for, widow- 
hood is highly commendable. The fff ſorrow is-4 ſaered 
ſeaſon; ſacred to a ectionate remembrance, to devout reſig- 
nation, to the hopes of immortality, 8. C. Yet is marrying 
again nowhere forbid, comp Rom vii: 4. Even great fin- 
ners may ſvoner, and more effectually be awakened, than the 
| habitually indifferent. Where there is leiſure for an extrabt- 
dinary devotion, which yet is the priviledge of few, it ought to 
pe much valued and improved; - The example of aged ſaivits is 
WC 


one, by which Gop will try the characters of all to whom # 


HISTORY or CHRIST: A 
en animating, Prov, zvi. 3t. Job. xxxzii. 7 n 25 
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GENERAL 


1 brune ls 4 tims with overy thinking perſon, when he looks 
xo more forward to worldly Hor roar" when he leaves 
theſe things behind, an — the eng his day, 
8. C. Commune with your own heart upon the dangers-you 
have eſcaped; and the duties you have fulfilled; of the 
mercies ſo lov a life, and take up ſongs of pre cultivate 
the fruits of the Spirit, faith, hope and love, 4 


Ser. 16. War tends to exaſperate ung odlineſs, is oe 
to redound to the glory of divine government. Ixsus is ſimilar- 
ly reſcued in eatly life, as Moſes was. He was born to ſuffer. 
The ufe of natural means is here ſet forth to be a duty. Het- 
venly interpoſitions give both perſons and things a reſpeQable 
figure. Gon has a ſure hiding place for his people ; or a 
rich equivalent for all they can loſe for him. It is his part to 
direct, and our's to obey. The ambitious are cruel, 


eee 


. 
4 * 


- xo, 26. The fanghrr ofthe ien Mar, 1. 76 fue. 


a „Sven a maflaere would ſerve eee 
of it. No circumſtances of grandeur and power, can free an 
ambitious mind from ſervitude and Let us learn to 
de thankful, for the bleflings of a free mild government. 
In vain are all attempts of human craft, againſt the counſels of 
op. Diſtreſſes of the helple eng _ Lge grown 


2 Kings xi. 1, ce. Bodog Hefod's enmity 
F after. \* Rage of 
| opprefſion is followed by. infamy and _ xv. 35. Pſa. 


Ai 2, &. Let parents remember how ſoon weir deareſt 
br ao: ron erg gray nei chair 


GENERAL 


br At. tempers ought not to be truſted with 
E Herod would not fail to contrive, ſuch as the darin 
deed of ſome private robbers, or aſſaſſins; whence ſuch a po- 
Feen might be Went, The ge- 
. nuine 
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74% 


gratitude to the revealer. They increaſe connection with 


this length of ſelection. 


: 


1 Siepe ad. Bee Mae ut. 28 


ling to bear reproach for him, w 
it for us. I 


2 »% 


Luke ii. 40, &c. 


* 


® STRONG love to devotion requires nat, in every caſe, 


nuĩne inſtincts of nature ought to be reſpected, 8. C. 
rent's firſt duty is ſummed up in care and tenderneſs, 
When children are taken away, it is a time to weep, to ſuſ. 

. pend worldly cares, and to feel affliction. It is a preſump- 
dion that the heart is hard, if it bleeds'not when the cord of 
love is broken, 8. C. The memory of children then ar 
Wakes, the joy at their birth, the fond hopes that were che- 
riſned. There is an exceſs of ſorrow, that drinketh up the 
ſpirit, and worketh death, 8. C. The duties which parents 
have to fulfih is a refuge from affliction. The cup. is their 
'Father's. Their labour of love ſhall not be forgotten, S. C. 
The death of children enlivens the faith of immortality ;z and 


4 d 


the 


World of ſpirits. When they are found again, they will be 
more worthy of love, S. C. Few parents will find fault with 


TRR Evangeliſts do not dwell upon the crimes of their 
adverſaries. Obedience ought to be ready, perſevering, in- 
defatigable. To be faithful in the obligations of our ſtate, is 
the certain mean for obtaining divine aids. The malice and 
power of men cannot reach beyond death, Matth x. 28. E. 
very natural event is over · ruled to anſwet the deſigns of heaven, 


. - SgcrT. 29. * While we are in this world, ſomething is a 

to be feared; whence, the joy of life is uſually mixed to 
beſt. With docility and ſubmiſſion, wait God's pleaſure. It 

is prudent to be upon our guard againſt the children of bad 
parents. Continue to rely upon experienced love. Want of 

common helps, renders thoſe-of the. Almighty ſo much more 

conſpicuous. In things done by the poſitive order of Hea - 
ven, no human aids are neceſſary. © Let us never be unwil- 

ths from his infancy, endured 


xc. 30. Jeſus is found in the: middle of the Doc, 


an 
GK 


Expreſs law, ſee 1 Sam. 1. 7. It is a part of our domeſtic, 
as well as of our religious duty,-to engage children with us, 
as ſoon as may be, in divine worſhip. Public religious ſo- 
temnities, and the awe which ſurronnds ſacred „ are 
early means of piety, 8. C. In imitation of Insbs, let 
the young delight in the houſe and ordinances of their hea- 
venly Father. Even thoſe of the moſt promiſing genius ought. 
to reverence their elders; and ſubmit to parents. © He was 
Free to do the work of Gop. 4 See laſt reflection. Thus 
might he alſo teach them, without the leaſt ſymptom of arro- 
gance. A modeſt and gentle air gives peculiar grace to a fine 
underſtanding. Modeft queſtioning is the way both to im- 
prove and pleaſe. The character and temper is formed by 
what is done in early years, 8. C. That which a'perſon 
hears among friends and neighbours with whom he has fpent 
his days, is probably founded in truth, S. C. Shew children 
by your own converfation, that religious truths are uppermoſt” 
in your own thoughts, 8. C. * Thus ſhould authority be 
always tempered with mildneſs. In the wiſe courſe of nature, 
the confidence of friendſhip belongs to children grown up, 
S. C. Here was due reſpect for her huſband. | The na- 
* tural tenderneſs of parents increaſes their fear of what may 
happen in abſence, to thoſe they love. Such grief, as wich 
as may. be, children ſhould ſtudy to prevent. In che 
clear buſineſs of Gop, no human authority has right to inter- 
rupt, comp. John ii. 4. Matth. xii. 48. Even that of parents 
dver children, has it's due limitation. If we would enter in- 
to the ſpirit of any ſcience, we muſt engage in it earneſtly. 
A benevolent and obliging piety, is always ſure to conciliate 
affection. The trueſt greatneſs of ſoul, is to know our own 
hce and office; and to fill up regularly the duties: of them. 
othing whatever can juſtify the want of reverence to pa 
rents. Submiſſion to them, gives merit to the moſt heroic 
Characters. CHRIS T's example is all that he offered, througlt 
life, to illuſtrate this great and common duty. How impor- 
tant, in this view, does the fifth commandment appear? The 
foul, in it's growth, ſhould keep full pace with the body. It 
is a miſerable thing, as we advance in years, to depart from 
innocence. * It has been generally thought, that Chnisr ſet 
an example of induſtty and humility, by working at his Fa- 
ther's occupation. FFF 


. 


** — 
a — b 
© iv . 


D * 


+: % 


„ n87LnCTIONS ol zus 


e G E * E R 4 4 =, 


A Prove Education huſk blofſom to eterni cterniyz where ps 
| tents will the good of that example which-they have 
an to their offspring, Learning is like food z milk for „ 
aud meat for the more advanced, 1 Cor. iii. 1, &c. Heb, v. 
12. Religious truths ought never to be preſented in the form 
of a taſk ; nor the acquiring of them exacted as a hard labour; 
8. C. Application and love of knowledge, announces early 
genius. Authority ſhould be withdrawn by degrees, as it be- 
comes leſs neceſſary, 8. C. Education not founded on re- 
gion, is only a varniſh, Even natural probity is not Tuffici« 
_ ently ſtrong, to reſiſt temptations. Dwell often, and with 
err upon what is plain, uſeful, and neceſſary, 8. C. 
eneſs in ſpeech is better tha elegance or order. 
art of friendly converſe is dialectical ; carried on __ 
tion and anſwer, S. C. There can be no objecti 8 
gainſt teaching piety to children, 8. C. hey ier infirves 
tive regards to a heavenly, as well as only 2 ener BR 


- taſte for devotion, no leſs than for proptiety and elegance of 
every kind, improves by culture, 8. C. who do not 

| Dieter ere in the day of their i are no 

| * ever to remember him, « 4 Seen 8325 


0 n 4 r. . _ 


Barr, 31. nila in the Wildernee 3 and ee 
| Matth. 11. 1, &c. M. i. I, &c. Take ii. 4, &c. 6 
0 UCH eee <0.0 ts wal-netors, ay 
Rp” to ſacred hiſtory. . 
believe all it's truths; to regard and hear them, under that 
| Nick ach of they were written, 2 To prove this #'Y 
| debgn of the whole crangelical hiſtory. | | 


Sect. 32. „ RETIREMENT and a ſedate mind, are ne- 
cefſary to receive truth. He could have no ſecular wealth, 
glory, or or pleaſure to ſerve, comp. Luke iii. 8. John i. 20. 
His wiſdom muſt have been divine. His reſemblance to Eli- 
as was conſpicuous. No juſt precedent, however, for oy 


$254 


2 


£ 


HIS TORN of His E U 


betmitical life, to thoſe who have no command j no new dock 
| trine. The public life of Ennis r is ſurely preferable to thaf 
of John i in a wilderneſs. > The law and goſpel met in Johi. 
None were flattered, and flone \ were driven to defpair; - | 


| Snow. 3 8 To call back certain finners; Lendl 
ſpecial eatneſtneſs, Pride, b the goſpe}, is brought low, 
eſpecially that which is ſpiritual. The def Fs muſt. be ſ. 
up with hope; the wrathful become mild; peaceable” a 
kind; the leatherous, Bae; Kc. No 4 man can be 4 
enuine ſubject of the kingdom of Got. In preparin 
ul for Cnkisr, men mal be workers together with ; * 
Phil, ii. 12, 13. With what pleaſure "ſhould we hear 4 
glad tidings? Let us pray, that they may be _ where er 
ded. © Rough ſeveticies of the 85 were 
ſmooth and caſy.. 


Sar. 34. ron Gecafions; a fire of calls 


is popular and awakening. John's prophetical character, 
fer ſo long a want, would endear him. His taſk, was da 
difficult, Matth. iii. 7: &c.—x1v. 3. His temper. and con- 
903 moſt. diſintereſted, John i. 19, 30.—fll. 31. Matth. iii. 
| fr. His ſucceſs amazing, Matth. ini. 6. , ® The fore-runner's 
Wr Qer and that of Jzsvs contraſted; did mutually heighten. 


Sect. T8. A Good ſtep to health is to be tengble 

that we are diſeaſed, and anxious for a cure. Preachers im- 

partial and diſintereſted ſpare none. * True repentance is 

willing to bear the ſhame and confuſion of a public acknow-' 

F Tedgement. Sooner or later, the finner muſt be himbl 

| Hypocrites confeſs other mens fins oftener than their own g - 
and that not from pious zeal, but from ntallce and Ilrill. 


. Sect. 36 "Tas moſt oppoſite | in their age 
ples, Iprin pring from and are ſtrengthened by one another. 
Rade muſt be often and awfully Suſe.” [It is no ad- 

yantage to them, to be externally in covenant with Gone | 
They who are ſinners by education and example of paren 

_ uſually become the very worſt, There is no hope either. 
the unprincipled, or impenitent. Curioſity and popular cul.” 
tom lead the very worſt, at times, to profeſs religion. Bleſ⸗ 
fed miniſter of God, who flatters not men in their vices; nor 
buoys them up with delufive hopes, Mal. iv. 1. a tek ne | 
8 manners beſt OM Arann ads mind; and ref 
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ect all kinds, without exception. May not, ſays one, the 
- doQtrine of eels HOO . 15 ſins bein WE 40 to 985 | 
called the primary doctrine of the New, Teſtament ? © Bleſs 
fings of pure and undefiled religion, which have their ſeat in 
the heart, cannot be transferred to the wicked. , Gop efteems - 
men only according to their perſonal pious and moral qualities: 
He will riot want a people, when all the wicked are cut off, 
The happineſs of birth is Glgraced by folly. They only, Who 
imitate their. worthy parents, are genuine ſpiritual- children, 
; It is not ſufficient, that we ceaſe to do evil, without doing 
good. When the Jews were rejected, Gon did plant the hea- 
then in their room, comp. Romans, chapters iv, ix, 11. 
2 The deftruQtion of the Jews is a prelude to what ſhall-be l- 
nal and coat Where danger is at hand, there muſt be 
vo delay. Every hindrance mult be cut off. Death is ever 
ready to ſurpriſe us. q ; 


86 E N E R 4 1. 


Way may ſpeak ſtrong, without being in“ a paſſion, for 3 

warning © hes, i Cor. ii. 14. They. who harden by 
the uſe of religious ordinances, are the moſt difficult to cons 
vert of any. Good and evil are intrinſically different, like 
wheat and chaff, | The viſible church, in al) ages, bis been 4 
mixed ſociety. - To have time for repentance, and to teſtify it, 
is a great conſolation. While men avoid one exceſs, they too 
commonly run into another. Virtue cannot be maintained in 

the world, without the hope of a future reward. ETSY 


Sgr. 36. continued. *WHAaTEyvER we have more 
than enough for our own ſupport, mult be diſcreetly uſed, by 
1 A0 charity, as an efſential fruit of repentance, comp. 
Luke xi. 41. 2 Cor. viii. 14. Love is both a principal guide, 

and ingredient of true holineſs, 1 Pet. iv 8. Luke xvi. 19, 

20. comp. Acts xii 8. He who hath no need of our benes, 

fits, is pleaſed with the good we do to our fellow-creatures. 
| Comfortable words, in time of ſorrow; inſtruftion, good 
- counſel, are ſimilarly binding. Herein we. ought to be both 
free, and bountiful. b Special rules of life are adapted to e- 

"ery fate, ang calling. Things and their abuſe ought wiſely, 

to be diſtinguiſhed, We ſhould give a ſaft and gentle anſwer, 
eyen to thoſe who are moſt generally abhorred. What is, 
; right ſhould not be extorted, if poſſible, - by. ſtripes, harſh, 
| Words, or even looks. Publicang, unreſtricted, become ta, 


8 
* 


HISTORY OF CHRIST) „ 
ors. Offenees under form of law, and againſt oath; are the 
reateſt. Ample reparation is due to thoſe; whom we have 
cruelly and ee, hurt! There is no profeſſion in which 4 


man may not bi good Nothing argues a meaner ſpirit, ot 
more unworthy of true courage, than eee, in 
feriors. The very worſt of people affect to be juſt, by backbits 
ing, or calumniating lies, ſee Luke xix. 8. comp. 1 Sam. xii; 41 
* Wages are given to the intent that no one; by neceſſity, ſhould 
be tempted to take other mens goods, Eaſy precepts, ſuited 
io mens capacities, prepare them for CHRIST. 


TEES TIES tl 
by x 7 


Bret. 37. The Teffimony given # Chriſt, by Jihin,. 
pant 11, Kb. M. i. 8, Kc. Luke iti. 19, Kc. John 
* 1 1: ig Kc. | | Ee adn Prey LOI EG , 


Gel queſtions in religion ſhould be mu h atterided to, | 
aſpevialty by men of rank and literature. A trile Kean 
will fever knowingly take from his maſter's honour. Who 
the multitude do love or hate, they do both; for moſt part, to 
exceſs.” Even the fingular hamility of virtue, does not hin- 
der it to be ſoon Knowti and eſteemed, Extraordinary ets 
umples ferve to awaken ſinners, and to confound the flo ; 
« The knowledge of the ſcriptures may prove hurtful to a min 
under the power of evil defires. A meek and foft anfwer 
ſhouid Be returned to every good appearance, whatever wrong 
may be at bottom. * Diligent ſearch, whether from malice 
or good defign, doth only ſerve to eſtabliſh the true faith. 
The malicious, however, are not qualified to learn; f Vain glo- 
ry is molt apt to catch. In all ages, the Spirit of Gop doth 
ehighten; Warm and py To Cnüts r it belonged to at- 
ſign the-reaſon why John did now preach and baptize. Ho 
of celeſtial gifts would be a great excitement to receive | 
Meſſiah. The moſt humble in teaching, are uſually the moſt 
 ſuitbefsful, What feverence is due to CHrisT ; and how #5 
dorable is: His condeſcenſſon! > As tlie fan or van ſeparates 
wheat from the chaff, ſo will CHRIST, at laſt, the good and 
virtudus from the wicked, Acts 1. 42. John v. 21, + 
Kc. Matthi. lil. 40, &c. 2 Theſ i. 7, &c.. They who tea 
thitips repugnant to peoples affections and vices, are not often 
well received. Theſe are only wiſe unto ſalvation, who im- 
prove by their former inquiries, Hoſ. vi. 3. [Refined fouls 
V virtue, are lifted up to Gop; therefore, ſtable and per- 
minent. Great temptations only diſcover what people are 
8 3 25 After 
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After, Cnnle r ſhall no other be ſent, to correct the miſtakey 5 


vices. of mankind. The - worſt of all ' tranfgreſfors are 


they.who deſpiſe the offer of health and happineſs. * 
pod hopourable teſtimonies ſhould be freely and openly given; 


4 


| 20 1 
BzcT, 38, Chrift is baptized by John 5 Matth. iii. 13, Ke. 
X. i. 74 Sc. Luke iii. 21, cc. 
Bar risu biuds to the ſtricteſt virtue. > How holy and 
ovely is the conteſt ! Thoſe who are moſt innocent, are moſt 
umble The deſigns of Heaven, for a while, may be in 
comprehenſible to the very beſt. Jss8vs would. perform 
eligious duties of a poſitive, as well as of a moral nature. 
Yet he well knew the different nature of theſe, Hoſ, vi. 6, 
Matth. ix. 13.—xii. 7. compared, No avoidable offence 


muſt be given. A ſoft but piercing rebuke this to John's de- 


piſers. We gladly believe thoſe, of whom we conceive a good 
ppinion 3 and to whom many wiſe do bear witneſs, * Sacred 
influences of the Spirit, are ſureſt to be met in à conſcientious 
and humble attendance upon divine appointments. The hear? 
venly ſpirit loyeth thoſe who are Jowly, meek and peaceable, 
Jo be united to CyrIsT, is the way to be beloved of the 
Father, Clear divine calls ſhould be followed with confi» 
lence, Thus Wag he anointed, as ſet forth, If. xi, 2, &c.— 

Iii. 1, &c.-—lxi. 1, &c. Acts x. 38. Heb. i. 9. to all his of- 


* of Prophet, Prieſt, and King. To be oßjects of divine 


elight, is true glory; and, of courſe, happineſs, Joy is 
ounteous, communicative. We can have no divine right to 


ſacred offices, till we are duly qualified for them. After this, 


pnneceſſary pag: ought to be avoided. : Gop has eyery title Keg. 
prime and vigour of life. 


ECT. 39. The faſting of Chriſt, and his temptation in the wi | 
P 7 5 Matth. iv. 1, &c. u. 5 25 &c. 1 iv. 1, 2 | 
tae > HIST red , 1 3 FLARES 73.75 IST ö : 
We are not to caſt ourſelves in the way of temptation, 
'Theſe are often moſt ſevere, upon the back of great privileges, 
They are all wiſely adjuſted by Gop' to peoples circumſtan- 
ces, 1 Cor. x. 13; and add bright luſtre to virtue. How | 
oever we may be retired from the world, there is no abſolute 


ecurity againſt them. A leſſon of profound humility, ever 

the moſt holy, »Satanih thoughts, from leiſure and caſe 
OE I ee EEE bayg 
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HISTORY OF CHRIST, „ 


have moſt freedom to inject themſelves. Our firſt outſet in 


divine ſervice; js often the moft difficult. Hence, the moſh | 


devoted to Gop ſhould look for them. Inxs us, in our nature, 
became ſtrong from experience. Learn from CHRIS H w 

we have to expect, and how to reſiſt. To affect imitating 
this, would be highly abſurd. ; 3 | 


G E N E R 4 L. 


Carlin impulſes, though vehement, may be raviſhing. 
Solitude, when well improved, quickens and ſtrengthens the- 


Chriſtian mind. Departure from crowds, at once increaſeth 
authority, and proyoketh defire. 9 A 5 


: SECT. 40. Tux moſt dangerous temptations are thoſe 
which aſſume the form of good. Why not my e own 
miraculous power, for thine immediate ſupport ? is 


eafily done. *'Truft in Gop ſaves abundance of temptation 


and fin, Nor  GoD, nor his word, can poſſibly contradic E 


themſelves. The more that faith is tried, the more glorious 


it appears. Unbelief and diſtruſt, diſconnect us from the 


Almighty. Adhere to plain ſcripture ſimplicity. The divine 


bleſſing is limited to no mean whatever. 
A : | Ft 8 


G E N E R AL 


2 How criminal is it, to hinder the free uſe of Gow's word$ 
No unlawful methods of deliverance are, at any time, to be 


made uſe ofz nor muſt we preſcribe to ſovereign Almigh 


Jove. They who experience the ſubtilty and ſtrength of temp- 


tation, contract an additional tenderneſs; and are more in- 
Flined, as well as better able, to ſuccqur; ſee Heb. ii. 18—iv. 16. 


; Sger. at, Tt worſt of all ſnares, are thoſe laid for us - 


in ſeripture; and other ſacred means. Quoting them by 
ſeraps, and leaving out words, is the way adverſaries take te 


injure divine truth, and common ſenſe. ® It is unreaſonable 
and impious both, to demand farther evidence than what is al- 
ready made ſufficiently plain. Gon will keep his people in 


all neceſſary ways, duties, and actions, comp. Exod. xvii. 2. 
They who create new wants to themſelves, are unworthy of 
divine care and protection. If we are maſters of, and become 
familiar with the ſcriptures, we are invulnerable, ſee 2 
775 There is ſome clear and uſcful text for every caſe. 
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Anden ui proper üo be dome ſor every thing; wid beſber u 


chen, Be re r new aſſaults, even after frequently repets 
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5 oh ATTEMPTS of the devil are formed upon cir ee! appe- 
Fa "but 


tites and affections; Which, however, not the cauſes, but 


che accidental occaſions of fin ; and not the occaſions neither, 
- exrept we abuſg, or apply them irregularly. - Credulity and 


confidence are both dangerouſly preſuming. We ought ne- 


ver to accommodate the ſcripture truth to our own favourite 
ideas. Certain commentators are far from being enamouted 


of the text. 


_ *Buev. 42. * Love of role and dominion are highly ititoxis 


eating. The moſt. hazardbus of all liars, are they who mit 
truth with falſehood 'Dhe world is the uſual portion of it's- 
idolatrous worſhippers z and, therefore, the leſs worthy of our 
eſteem. O blind impiety ! Tempters uſually keep what is 
ſerongeſt to the laſt. Our beſt affections are ſolely due to 
Geb, Behold here u eure of vanity; pride, and Ambition. 


Theſe are the chief baits for ſuch as are high- minded _ Keep 


ſharp rebukes for moſt aggravated crimes. Let us reſolutely 
repel the temptation, rather than deign to argue with it. 


4 Supreme love and cordial obedience, is the trueſt worſhip. 


Ns tre worſhip can. be, without reverential fear; comp. 2 


6 | | . | & > 
- How many parents and others, like the devil in off 
are chargeable with training up their young to pride, vanity and 
ambition ? Even when ſuggeſtions grow moſt horrible; we 
ae not to toriclitde, that therefore we are utterly abandoned 
of GOD. Bufy thoughts and employments determine the bent 
bf every one's heart, comp. Prov. 1 32 Pal. Kli 20 Matth. 
ric. 13. 1 Tim. vi. 9. O my ſoul; ſhall I who have the hews 
dend abvye the, the ſeas tound about me, and the earth unt 
der my feet, need any human figment; to repreſent thee t6 
me of admoniſh me of thy divine perfections ! Lofty, help 


me to riſe up, by every thing that 1 obſerve, to-the nieditas 


tion and love of thy name i 
| 5 Fu SETS | WW , N 8 : "i 
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„Scr 43. Waite ſurrounded with numerous and reſt 
lefs enemies, we ſhould prepare ourſelves every day for ſome 
new combat. In adverſity, ſtay the mind with hope of 
ſomething better; and in proſperity, be nat infolent. Againſt 
the ſober, * and well informed, temptations can never 
ſucceed. © None are ſo meet to preach the goſpel, as thoſe 
who have ſhewed themſelves to be trial pr fraud 
will not do, tempters apply to force. Enraged enemies, even 
in their flight, meditate revenge. + © 


eg nn 


Bx what our divine Saviour went through, in the wilder- 
neſs, he was the more qualified for his great prieſtly.affica,. 
Heb. ii. 17, &c.—iv. 15, &c. Theſe, likewiſe, teach us the 
nature of our principal trials; and how to refiſt them. "A 
charitable faithful friend, is a viſible angel, and high conſola- 


Ser. 40. 4oather Teſtimony of Join ta Grids John i. 29, Ke 

+ Gop wiſely over-rules the moſt apparently Ace 
things. The blood of CHRIS doth ſeal pardon to true pe- 
nitents, Heb, ix, 12, 25, 26, 1 John i. 7.—ii. 2, His Spirit 


moves them to good. And he has power to heſtow. eternal 
life. How. infinitely valuable is this Lamb of Gop ! How: 


| worthy of our confidence! 1 Pet. i. 18, Kc. 1 John. ii. 


1. Let us bear our 1 him with continued ſtedfaſi- 
neſs, and growing zeal. Delight in CnxIs r will always-- 


. ji q # e N 4A P. wi . 

Sem 45: Citi begins to have Diſciples ; John i: 35, Ke. 

Wo US. doth. the way to perſeRtion: lead from faith to. 

.& faith, Rom i 17. It is af importance to any ſcheme, 

that we think well of the propoſer. *.Exemplary.mildaeſs and 
let. Aﬀvirs | 82 


1 

{f 
, 

} 
þ i! 
{4 

* 

{4 

1 

i} 
I 

H 

'T 
1 

} 
4 

1 

1 
if 
11 
i | 
'4 

[1 
il 


— — — _— — — 
e FE Ye Amore nr 
— — — — — 


— —ũ—3—à4— — 
- 


— 


— 


„ Ax TILTCTTONS ON TEK 


obtain this encouragement from Cunxisr © Theſe were the 


unreaſonable, the more 


' - 
1 
o 


time with a ſerious privacy. Pure defigns are ever ſure td 


firſt fruits of his miniſtry ; having found his character to an- 
fwer well with what John had ſaid of him. 4 Hear-ſay, or 


. imperfet knowledge, can never fatisfy an upright mind, 
Matth. v. 6. Hoſ. vi. 6. A faithful preacher ought ever to 


be in readineſs. F TAS ; 
OE | e | 
REC Ax ſucceſſion of any kind, eſpecially from leſs te 
pr, gives pleaſure. Till John was impriſoned, CyrIsT 


had only four diſciples, to atteſt his actions and: diſcourſes. 
An anxious learner will profit every where. 


Fl uc = 46. * How ſweet and natural is the erereiſe of bro⸗ 
therly love ! It is of the eflence of true affection, to ſeek com- 


panions in pious felicity. What a kind Providence, to two 


ſuch godly and loving hearts ! Private as well as public la- 
bours mult be given to the ſervice of fouls. ® No tidings 
could be more welcome, comp. Luke ii. 25, 38. He had 


already proved how gfacious and gentle his heavenly Maſter” 
was. *© Conſtancy in the miniſterial office is much needed. 


STE : 9 . | * 
- SECT: 47. By a candid mind, CRAIs TH knew him to be 
well prepared; and might thus deſignedly meet him, ver. 49." 
Pfal Ixxxix. 21, ' Fervent love is delighted with opportu- 
nities to do good and communicate. We often receive pre- 
judices, before we can think of things that differ- Theſe are 
like ſeeing objects through a falſe medium. The more trifling and 

«7k operate on the ignorant and perverſe. 
NathanaePs very objection was an additional argument for 
CnRISr. By the removal of ſuch prejudice, his teſtimonyis increaſ- 


_ ed being that of an honeſt adverſary, conquered by truth. How 


- 1 
1 


peculiarly graceful and patient is Jesvs here | Even honeſt and 


well grounded faith, Ike Philip's,- cannot aſtvay reſolve doubts, 


' and clearly anſwer the objections of others. The moſt inti- 


mate and long 8 friends, do not inſiſt for an implicit 
credit. - Here CHRIST begins to open his truly niiraculous 
knowledge We ſhould inſpire thoſe who are under preju- 


dice, with confidence, and fpeak to them with the greateſt 


candour. It is nobly ingenious, to hold and profeſs ſenti- 


ments, without reſpect to this preſent world. To be genuine 


8 \ 
*:3 ** 
Bt 


children of the good, e malt iwitate chen, John wii 39. 


Nom. ix. 6, 7. comp. Pſalm. xxxii. 2. : Candour, fimplicit 
and truth of ſoul, is the foundation of all piety and 1 
Such may have their infrmities; but knowingly and habitual: 
ly they cannot ſin. wy are not therefore to be upbraided 
u 


with former — ch time, converſation and famili- 
arity is Tequifite, in common, to form a true notion of cha- 
rafter. * Candid inquirers are not only willing, but glad ta 
admit of new evidence. Tłue faith never chuſes to hide itſelf, 
A ready, chearful belief, upon ctedible teſtimony, is moſt 
| Lows our divine Saviour; and fure to be further ftrengths 
ened. What a delightful ſpecimen of the humanity and gentle 
neſs of CnHaisr, to an involuntary miſtaken. perſon! * An ap- 
ite for knowledge ought both to be praiſed and quickened. 
Happier” ſtill, than even thoſe eye-witnefles, are they who- 
how firm! ye rg ſee John xx. 29. To change opinion, 
acting, *where there is juſt cauſe, W and — 
2 . . iii. 1 ci 


* 


GENERAL 


2 e 
perience, Only noble minds are able to get the better 
them; A general good meaning, without di ce, does not 
prove one to be ſincere, comp. Matth. vi. 22. John i $0. Hi 
deliverance from miſtakes, is for moſt part handy to the up- 
nicht; and his comforts,/ in tlie mean time, ſen alas 
| 5 1 John iv. i. Ecclef. xix. 5. A guileleſs man 
333 open to conviction. Imputations ought not to 
people in general. Popular prejudices are the — 
e eee eee 


ES Chrif turneth WE into wine; 1 ũ. iy 5 


mY Rtr&rIons and allies nruſt not be-refuſed our beſt 
nie countenance; Here honour is done to marriage; w ich 
fhould be ſolemn and public, as chaſtity and ſocial as 6946-4 
are much concerned, comp. Matth. xix.. 4, & c M. xxi. 
_ dCheerfulneſs, rey occaſions; ought not to be di 

ed. Abuſe not wg erin ee 2 1 ge þ 
are ſure they may be willing to grant. © How abſurd is it to 
addreſs" the Virgin Mary, as having yet a; mother's right to 
command her ſon ? 4 Delay, at times, rege propet᷑ to evince 
. re ee good works: . Necelkty was. 1 


bees = : ; 


2» REFLECTIONS ON THE 
to Ons miracles; and not private ends, or love of praiſa 


he ſubmiſfign and faith 6.56 ou are truly amiable. 
t Delicate attention to family at once expreſſive of 


the character of Jzsvs, and * 1234 — * genius of his 


religion, John i. 17. Such a nuptial preſent was wiſely bene< 


fioent;; and might be reſerved for future occaſions. The pleas 
ſure of entertainments may be conſulted, as well as the neceſſi- 
ties, Gen. xliii. 34. Cant. v. 1. Hag. i. 6. LXX. Familiars 
often need to haue their admiration rouſed, comp. 1 Tim. iv. *. 
Heb: xiii. 44 Miracles are an appeal to reaſon, ſimple, ob- 
2 and popular. They awaken and detain the attention. 
! aigniy ify. ſentiment, and ate à ſtanding memorial of it. 
Th Cnnisr, hitherto, have withſtood every attack againſt 
them z chey were foretold, Iſa. XV. 56. comp. Matih. xi. 
153 they had no worldly intereſt for their object; they were 
great, inſtantancous, before enemies, er ae. 


e . 


Arve of benefits ſhould be no argriment againſt beſtow- 
A5 Abundance adminiſters to the debaſing and brutal 
of intemperance, only among the vicious. A religious 
by the miracle, naturally tended to prevent this | 

Thus our Lonn diſplay {prophetic foreſight, and a divine 
wiſdom ;- ſince the uſe of wine was forbidden both by. the 
Marcionites, Manichees, and Mahomet. It argues a weak 
5 mind, to connect gaiety with vice; and caſmeſs of 
eee pre ene Mey ee bet . 


9 * - 
% $5 4.4 : " 
. C *. is * $ 


ger. 4g 2 ariveth the buyers and lere out of the Tem: 
| e 2. ii. rs c. * 

* . 2 

* By means wat A We N 8 4ckire 1 
Ho powerful and hazardous is the Joye of this world; even 
in thoſe. who can ſometimes boaſt of their righteouſneſs before 
Gon? CanrsT ever holds in his hands, the: means of puniſh+ 
ing the profane. He only appears to be ſevere, when mild - 
neſs cannot aceompliſn it's ends. © He came to reſtore puri« 
ty of divine worfhip, whereof this was a viſible emblem, comp, 
Mat. xxi. 12. M. Xi. 13. Lu. xix. 45. As chief ſon of h 
father's houſe he acted, comp. Lu. ii. 49. 4 This way of a 
to vindicate the Gentites from Jewiſh contemp! * is 


ee ee eee 
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thole of Cnkier, ſhould be waited for. Zeal added to knows | 
ledge is of infinite uſe ; comp. 1 Cor. xii. 31 e 2 39. 2 
Cor. ix. 2. Gal. iv. 18. Tit. M. 14. Whereas, bitter 3 
zeal) and wrath, is juſt the reverſe, ſee Acts vii. g. - wü. 5. 
Rom xiii, 13. x Cor. ili. pear pk xii. 29. Gal. v. 20. 


Jem ki. 14: gs, 
0 E N E R A 1. ee 


e under N of on, rob the 3 of 
the Almighty. Still more nights, are they, who profane 
Gov's houſe and ſervice, by feandalous converſation, vious 
looks, enſnaring dreſs; who enjoy the place and revenue of 
ſacred office, and the duties KA. Worthy notions of 
Gov, and his worſhip, are the only ſure ground of pious and 
moral virtue. Errors in theſe take faſter hold of xhe human 
mind, than any other, comp. Mal. iii. 1, &c. Pſa, Ixix. g. Toe 
who are not judicioully zealous, do net love. " i 


| SxcT. go, * Ip he had given no ſign before, this . 
was reaſonable. The a action, however, they referted to, was 
in part an anſwer, comp. Mat. æxi. 13. An obſcure return 
is very proper, to a malicious enſnaring queſtion, Certain des 
- Frees eee ee not to be overcome by the 
deareſt evidence, comp 4—xii. 24, 438.—xvi. 1. 
The reſurrection of ro en was wel 444 his laſt and moſt illuf- 
trious thiracle ; and what ALMIGHTY Gop would never per- 
mit to an impoſtor, Mat. xii. 39. Silence would have been 


en ng, comp. If, Xlvii 1.—Xili. 2.— Ix. 1. Words ſo ſuita! 
y choſen from-where t oo dark in themſel 
could not be forgotten. feed, and —_ | 
* afterwards, comp. Jars x. 17, IG . did not chuſe 
to force aſſent. Veracity and MY IS m be gorergel 
dy prudence, 


©: M5; ; 4 8 ' 2 7 
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rk x: literal ſenſe imports contradiction, or I W 
fembles it, another more convenient is to'be, choſen. F 


may be turned our'own wa altering 1 
o as to have an improbable i air. | 


- Sect. 41. Hayy they whoſe faith doth penetrate and in⸗ 
fncnce the bre * with ol 
81 | : 
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405 to make them wiſer, Inſtruction, and their ede de. 
duilt upon the love of truth, are firmz and on the mere admi 
ration 2 what is new, juſt the contrary, ſee Jo. vi. 60, Ads viii. 
13, 18. Envy ſhut up, watches an l to break forth 
. _ furious reſentments, - © Cnnisr perfect ee mens ca- 

pacities; and can diſcover the Ps, Fo of cloſſeſt hearts. 

| Fe ought not raſhly to put either ourſelves, or our uſefulneſs, 


e e ts ee eee 
33 +36 68) E N E * A 1 555 


| on 1 mighty works are nowhere magnified, but 
moſt of them mentioned in general terms; which indeed is 
natural, when the writer is conſcious that they do not require. 
to be extolled. From popular fickleneſs, ſtrange commotions 

have ariſen, under malicious, artful, - prieſtly guidance. We. 
muſt not quit the world, while we can, improve it. Be cautir | 
ous without prejudice, and puiyerſal Fan clan, which is the 
r of friendſhip. . 


er, 52. Gbrift's converſation with male, Jay 


- ni. 1, Re. 


9 © Sven Amid difordet js hard tobe. overcome, es 
| minds. Yet no one is ſyfficiently perſuaded of religion, ho 
is afraid to own it. Though not ſtrong, he was void of ma- 
lice; and therefore the mild Sayzoun doth not repel him, 
comp. Iſa. xlii. 3. It is prudent and neceſſary, very often, 
to. conciliate regard. By miracles, the legation of Moſes had. 
been atteſted ; ſo that, only prejudice and malice could oppoſe 
| an argument. None ought to be upbraided with "their 
ignorance, or halting in doubt for a time. An im 
would neither have deterred nor perplexed, i in the caſe- of ſq 
much candour, rank and ſtation, 4 By obſcure terms, inqui - 
fition is ſtirred u i rm and ignorance made manifeſt. .. The 
things of CHRIS gw are all fpiritual.. To poſſeſs them, 
we muſt lay afide ſinful cuſtoms, and become holy, Jam. i. 
18. 1 Pet, i. 23. Eph. iv. 17, Ke. Gal. vi, 15. ie life of 
V5 rag and , happineſs: are perfect in heaven, Luke xxii. 36. 
th, xix, A8. Simple plainneſs alleviates eyen groſs ig- 
| re £ Profeſſions, ſolemn and public, keep from ſwervy- 
| 1 do good to others. Let us, with humility and thank- 
* yield up ourſelves to divine influences, without indul- 


a PIO OT OO of their: 
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tion. + © Natural paſſions are not criminal, ſave when ill 
directed or ill employed. Divine influences appear only in 
the effect. What we dwell upon with a moſt grateful 
reliſh, - determines what is our predominant principle. In 
proportion as fleſh is weakened and ſubdued, ſo much 
larger meaſures of the ſpirit are imparted, and virtues improv- 
ed. Vouchſafe me, O Lorp, this bleſſing; though thou 
ſhouldſt think fit ta deny or withdraw all that nature can ei- 
ther beſtow, or is moſt fond of acquiring !' Oh, that by thy 
grace, thou wouldſt ſo reſine, exalt, enable, and ennoble my 
reaſon, that it may- exerciſe a juſt dominion over fleſb 
ſenſe! > The mind may be raviſhed by ſecret inſpirations ; 
though the ſpirit which operates be not ſeen, - Col. i. 3. 
Phil. iii. 20. Gal. v. 21, 22. Even movements of the mind 
are not arbitrary, but under wiſe direction; and much more 
- thoſe of the ſpirit, comp, i Tim. ii, 3. Penitence forms av = 


wa SIM» v0 a 
GENERAL 


A Goop intention, not ſufficiently firm, is a defect to be 
weeped over. Firſt opinions, upon fair evidence, are always 
che moſt juſt and favourable. The mighty works of Jz=svs 
roſe gradually, comp. Iſa. xxxv. 1, &; diſplayed great beau- 

ties of perſonal character, ſee Matth. viii. 3. Luke v. 18 viii. 
41. v. 1. John v. 5, &; were full of grace and dignity, 
Luke vii. 11, &c. M. vii. 37; expreſſed with much the 
genius of his religion, John is. 12. Luke vi. 7. & c. ili. 11, 
&c.—xiv."4, &c. Matth. viii. 6, &c.—xy. 21, &c; fin their 


{ 


manner, full of ſimplicity and eaſe. None of them are em- 


belliſhed by the ſacred hiſtorians, - A full blaze of truth all at 
once, is too much for early prejudice,” How few baptized, an» 
{wer to the marks of inward: regeneration ? comp. Rom. vi. 1, 
&. Tho who live in this world of ſenſe, if would be 
good and happy, ſhould often turn their attention from ſuch 
objects, and converſe with the fountain of being, and of all 
good. . Divine aids do not ſupercede the uſe of 'our own beſt 
' endeavours to procure ſucceſs.” It is ſhameful, that man ſhould 
begin and end, where irrational creatures do. Let us not be 
ignorant of our noble birth, 1 Cor. vi. 19. 2 Cor. vi. 16. 2 
Tim. i. 14. 1 John iii. 24.—iv. 12. e 


Sxcr. 53. How few Chriſtians ! this doctrine 
es they ought ? The accyſtomed pomp and ceremony af ex- 
/ l ö \ F NOT nee i ternal , 
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\ - ternal religion, often hides what is moſt momentous. Ig 
G norance in men of rank and office, is wr eee to the 
Church. Proud Phariſaiſm is a great hinderance to ſound 
Xunowiedge. Moderate contradiction makes him that teachey 
N f ten ch wi - © The ignorant are ever a to interpret ſcripture 
vyJ _ _ - carnally. Cntr Capptoage dns, Denton 
peculiat to himſelf, comp. Prov. xxx. 4. Pfal, bxxiii. 14. Dan, 
Fü. 13. Matth. xxi 25, Rev, iti. 12-—xxi; 2, 10. Jam. i. 17. 
John vi. 58. 1 Cor. xv, 47. Mey are ingenious," to find out 
pauſes for criminal conforming, The doctrine of CurrsT, 
"under himſelf, is the prime cauſe of regeneration, John xv. 5. - 
| _ Thoſe which relate to his death, reſurrection and aſcenſion 
> - more eſpecially. The ultimate end of regeneration, is im- 
wmaortal life with him. The obedient only are true believers, 
Rom. i. 5. Heb. vi. 4, Jam. ii, 26. Till men enter deeply in- 
to this important truth, the goſpel may be their amuſement, 
but cannot be their cure; and far leſs their joy. 5 The love of 
Gop to mankind, in the death of CHRIS r, is the moſt powere _ 
ful of all arguments. No penitent ſinners whatever, are ex- 
cluded from pardon. Nothing but determined love to vice, 
enn oppoſe the goſpel, Rom u. 19, &c.—i. 18, &c. Eph. 
K. 2, &ec. John xv. 22. They who deal in what is ſhame- 
ful, love to be hid ; nor can be cured, who love theie 
diſeaſe, A ſinner muſt diſlike ; himſelf, in order to pleaſe 
| Scepticiſm would condemn mankind to eternat dark- 


_ neſs, It is one degree of good, to acknowledge evil; and a 
greater ftill, to deſire and preſs towards perfection, 2 Cor. 
vii. 1. Ph. ili. 13, &c. Truth, like light, diſcovers thoſe 
who are ſincere, from counterfeits. A good man loves it, 
though it ſhould ſay the ſevereſt things; becauſe, though 
bitter, it reſtores health. To begin with the affections, be- 
fore the underſtanding, is to invert the proper arrangement of 
S. C. Look truth full "ok ay wk and embrace 
V7 be as 
verſe from a religion, which pr and en] nothing but 
virtue? „ e — * 
8 act rationally z not fmothering the candle which thou 
haſt ſet up in my ſoul; not quitting the guidance of it, to be 
led in ways of darkneſs, wherein I can neither walk with ſafe» 


W NL RA I, 
17 Omner's diſcoteſe with Nicodcarts eins a neren | 
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and comprehenſive abſtract of the goſpel. ' What truths will 
not men deny, when they are blinded by the corruption of 
heart and mind? Pal. xxv. 2. The wiſeſt of the ancients 
wiſhed for a divine revelation ; fo that, they mock the public; 
and have inwardly. neither patriotiſm nor bumanity, who 
ry wage” pg the goſpel. The mind of man is reform- 
argument, reaſon and truth. What Gov did 
3 y, we ſhould not think at all, By athe- 
iſtical eee men work themſelves-into atheiſtical judges 
ments. Faith, therefofe, ought to be held faſtet, on b 
of theſe characters which oppoſe it. A ſtruggle againſt evi 
dence, imports re blindneſs. In the . bs. and health-= 
COOL EIING; W | 


Sher $4 — Teſtimony for Gr, to his bibi, Jon 


iii. 22, &c. See next 


Irc. 5 PY Br che i laſts e was ths 
authority John himſelf darkened. W Zeal, from partial views, 
18 exceedingly Cn, CY Lora 2. — rig 
tery it ſhould be mildl ed. Special divine authority 
ever accom: ee evidences. We are juſt what 
Gon is r Rend Ge-5n- thee mas 
which his infinite wiſdom has ſeen fit to aſſign. The true 
friends of CHR1sT rejoice to ſce his intereſt advance. A fore- 
ſight of ſucceſsful openings to ſuch as may come after us in ſas 
ered work, ſhould greatly comfort the decline of life, Mat. xx. 
15. © Thus is the Lond Jzavs ſole | head -of the Chureh, 
comp. Mat. xxii. 2. 2 Cor. xi. 2. Eph. v. 25. 29. Jer. ii. 2. 
Hol. ii. 19, 20. 4 Such as s origin and ſtates: are, fuch 
will cheir diſcourſes be. is the only effectual principle 
of ſincere. and unzeſerved —·˖́⁊˙——12õ and, without as 
to this, one part of Scripture cannot be made conſiſtent wi 

| vnother., How alarming is the danger of unbelief ? f The im- 
meaſurable riches of CMATer, is the joy and truft of all hie 
a ener . i. 22. 2 Tim. ii. 19. He is unmeet to 
; cive the gift of eternal life, who refuſes to take it 5 or, who 
Fill not ſubmit to the Son of Gop's love. £ The, heavenly 
r 1 fer. i. 23. 
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bene. 7h Byron fin Main eu 
175 Kc. Lu. Mi. 19, Ke. 


3 „Tun true eauſe, Herod wout artfully eunseel 15 as 


Joſephus has alledged, put it on the fear of tumult and ſeditiony* 
18. c. 6. What is here mentioned of John's impriſonment, 
Is owns and blames. A delicate conſcience can never ſub- 


mit to baſe congitions. d Senſual people can endure no inter- 
. Fuption't6 theirunlawful pleaſures ; but become the more ont 


us, by admonifhed, Hoſ. iv. 1 1. Mat. vii. 6. 
- the laws of hofpitality, ſhew themſelves to be the 
vileſt of men j and, above all, ſeducers, - © Moſt: reverent awe 
was due to ſuch a character. Where fear of men is the only 
n a very ſmall matter will deere ge it. To incline 
which is evil, is fin, Jam. J. 14, 15. The wotft tranſa 
Face cannot al off a ſecret veneration for ſtrict virtue. 
ng pleaſed and affected with religious diſcourſes, and even 
following after favourite ones, is no ſure ſign of grace, Mat. 
Kii. 20. Religion may be diſobeyed, and yet believed. The 
Irregular paſſion gathers ſtrength by delay. ' Conſcience, for 42 
2 while, maintains it's authority. How dangerous is un- 
ſanttiſied grandeur and power ! Reproof is the moſt dange- 
rous office of friendſhip; and:a/fidelity ſeldom found in courts, 
The beſt of Gorꝰs ſervants may be ſometimes laid aide, in the . 
midſt of their days ; to which they ſhould calmly ſubmit. Ie. 
is deluſive and fatal to be partial in reforming, Jam. ii. 10. Fe- 
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Tun ſig and holy men, is a odntinied:# 
to the Sway Such as make not themſelves enn — 
cially. among the great, authoriſe vices, and expoſe them. 
gs to-contempt. Severe truths are heard with aſtoniſhment; |. 
by thoſe who are accuſtomed to the voice of flattery, When 


+ ' the ſenſe of honour is corrupted, virtue expires, ' So tyranni- 


cal is the dominion. of vice, that it compels people to hate what 
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than upon his own eafe. By this dark faying, | 
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re plain and adapted to every one. They are free from every 

defect, and practical; conſiſtent and uniform; though various, 
yea inexhauſtible, John xviii.” 11, &., comp. John ii. 36 — 
vii 38, 39. Rom. xv. 18, 21.—vi 22, 23.—viii. 13, 14, 15. 
2 Cor v 6, 7 Eph. i. 14 —iv, 30. Ph. i. 22, 23. That 
which brings compoſure and fatiofa ion of mind now, is both 
the carneſt and principle of sternab happineſs. All knowledge 
elſe is periſhable. That which we learn from CHRIS himſelf 
has preſerved if's pbrity, amidſt the moftdreadful ſcandals and 

cruel diviſions. Gop never gave men faculties, but to perfect 
rem; nor craving appetites, but to fatisfy them What can 
gratify human underſtanding, will, and affection, but truth 
and eſs? © Behold and imitate ſuch noble, decent, be- 
neficial prudence, Heb. x 24. He would not ſeem to make 
a boaſt of his high, prophetical gift. 4 How modeſt, is this 
declaration of his own wiſdom ! How mild his reproof of the 
_ diflolute woman's life ! A harſher method might have haſtily 


* 
driven her away. 4 
1 een K Wee 5 Samen Der | $5 2 » 
PS ; N * 8 8 * To RY ' £ be TE * 


- Convens847108 ſhould. be eaſy and obliging - The defre of 
immortality is ſtrong and univerſal. No human wiſdom' can 
allay the thirſt, -or perfectly ſatisfy. it; but the more we drink 


of uninſpired reaſonings, the more our ; thirſt incteaſes. 


Whence, 2 Tim. i. 10% when the deſires of the foul are fixed 
en Gon, as their chief good, they are then at complete reſt, 
ſee John viii 51, 5 2.— xi. 26.—xiti. 10, &c. The heart of 
man is a conſecrated thing to Gop; and he is not only wiſe, 
but holy, who heartily believes this; comp. Pſal. Ixxiit. 16, &c. 
1 Tim. vi. 9, &c. Eccl. v. 10.—ii. 2. CENT 
8 r „ * 


* 
” 
n 


+ Sect. 60. Toben abaſhed with ſhame, ſhe is not mov 


* 
9 


* * 
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ed with anger; but rather neglecting inferior concerns, ſhe 
deſires to learn of Jesvs, which was the holieſt way of ſerv- 
ing, on purpoſe to follow it; - Þ Here was a quick and large 
_ progreſs, in the affair of repentance. © Dire anſwers, for a 
time, may be honeſtly and uſefully ſhifted. Carnal ordinan= 
dees were juſt about to be aboliſhed... 4 They-who have nothing 
to ſay for their way of worſhip, but what has been cuſtom a- 
mong them, worſhip ſtill they know not what. Even the 
Jewiſh religion had a far higher view than itſelf, viz. the per- 
fection of the goſpel, Gal. iv. 1, &c. © The temple of a pure 
mind aſſimilated to Gon, in any place of the world, is fas 
vs 83 5 f ſuperior 


* 


x. 
NY 


HISTORY. or CHRIST: 3+ - 


taperior to that of Jeruſalem, or whatever can be built by _ 

mere human hands, comp. 1 Pet. ii. 3, &c. By wiſe, gra- 

dual means, ſorrowful conviction is to be cheared and ſup- 

ported True Chriſtian religion is not myſtical, ſymbolical, 
emblematieal ; but unclothed, unbodied, intellectual, rati- 
onal, ſpiritual. Gop loyes to be conerſeſl with in a E 
underſtanding, as well as affection. attend upon hi 
without diſtraction, we muſt mortify all earthly and ſenſual 
luſts. Cop and our-S4viouk never deſert thoſe who have a 

| ſtrong deſire to be well informed; but gradually prepare them 8 
for important truth. There may be ſeeds of great virtue, in 
characters highly reprehenſible Proud malicious Jews were 
not condeſcended to, as was, this Samaritan. Beautiful ace 
eompliſhment of Iſa. IV. 1. ee 
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Inu worſhip and obedience to Gon, our religion and happi- 
neſs doth conſiſt. To honour Gon, according to inward con- 
viction, is the privilepe of every rational being; and yet has 
been too often denied by Chriſtians, to Chriſtians. Divine 
 worthip, being an effort of contemplation, is painful to ſome z | 
hence they become fond of ſplendour and ceremony. Hence; 
that of the goſpel, which is imple and ſublime, was gradually 
corrupted, Iv; 35 bo. ie * 8 


S ONS _ N f Na 119 
- Sec. 61. It is credulous, to truſt the words of others 
ſimply, who either may be deceived themſelves, or may pur- 
— deceive. They who know Cnnis'r, will be ſolieitous 
to communicate their knowledge to others, though it ſhould 
be at ſome loſs to worldly intereſts. It is a great part of 
Chriſtian and miniſterial prudence, to obſerve .and improve 
the times A conſtant faith requires much/and;ſound-exer- 
ciſe of mind, Matth. iy, 20, That is true belief, though 
young, which more than balances doubts: In great queſti- 
ons, ue axe to leaye the world behind us A. ; 


-» SECT. 62. .* From bodily and viſible things, to the deſire of 
2 Jxsus was ever in uſe to draw men Inſtructed by 
ſuch an example, how affectionately diligent in their work 
ſhould the miniſters of true religion be? RD, let me hear 
che vice of thy ſpirit,” in this manner witneſſing with my Tpi- 
Tit, that I do always the things that pleaſe thee | d Reverence - 
goes not allow: of forward or indecent- familiarities, comp. 
2 77 8 | $2 - | e 


* KEVFLECTIONS ON THE 


he, 15. © Variety of bufmeſs is the deft recreation, 
3 A humane mind keeps not 
R and intimates leaſt of any, comp. John vi. 
$9-—v. 30. What more acceptable to wife men, than to 40 
65 hene, and lesd them, if poſſible, to enden bit, Pd 
re good mind, is to be cloſe. em- 


ſervice of God and men. Go is tobe for 
Free oppor of uſefulneſs ; Payne ah ar rent dene, 
a to 

— II ED 


s the good can hardly exiſt. * Time and readineſe to embrave | 
CO great incentivesto miniſterial diligenge. To learn for 


uſe, Sr ripens ſouls for the Almigh- 

ty» pi ger ix. 37: Wir a eas omg — damp 

our, ever placency | 

light. * The müde and FE a proper 

excitement, A ſincere and faithful ſpiritual reaper, is ſup+ 

Fey e n fe by u to his dn 
Nee — rom he har 
yeſt he gathers in, comp. James v, 20. 


the gen, 63. ieee kate 
Samaritans, but was invited by hem. Nat to have 


| have I unciyil. ſpecified what would be 
future extent of his king „ The moſt conſummate 


prudence will not always dh cenſure, ſee John viii. 48. 

Godly requeta ee ever be owned, at the hazard of abuſe 

ith good manners and gentleneſs, no one has right 

8 V2 fa Ho happy they, who receiv b. ud in thy 
Fof it ? comp. Mank, i. 13 RS 0 


ee eee Mat br . 6. 
1 e OR OS $4 tze. Jo. iv. 43, Oe. 


| Evan where expectations not high, eee _ 
be faithfull 1 and Algen r d How unreaſonable are the 
prejudices of mankind ? Wintrer is oP 2 | 
es. eee. | 


der. 65. He heals the Nabloman's Sous Jo. iv. 46, 8. 
C 7 if wiſe in teachers to de alanine of good im 
f preſhons. 
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We bare no dite to init for more evict 

| wiſdom of God thinks ft eo give, John wy = 
Tia raigoys mains . 

1 — Do XXIV,' 24. Rom. xv, 1 
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beer Yoo welt bn Capornmen, end e ee 
n, Mats iv. 13, Ke. . 14 Ne. La. in. 15, Ke. © 
Bok _ * Fr ip prudent, humble, and charitable, wand Fo 
IL out the will and eammand of ALMIGHTY. 
Gentiles had as'mgny gods, as had-vices 
It ons. vr wry hm nee made themſely. 
| — God, NO 
hehe; Me wouldthe work hare bee 


3 juk cauſe wherefore any ſhould deſpair. The 
3 D, by grace, begins with repentance; and is eſta+ 
"Bliſhed by fubmiſlion to the yoke of Cut, with defire and 
hope of eternal reſt- What more joyful meflage c: 

be conceived | « Young and weak minds Mu 1d always be be. 
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 theidefignsiof ALurcurr Gop are carried. ——— 1 
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. Suez 67 "The calling hy pl ge Py 6.18, 10 "x 
Wt], 0 5 Ai N. i. 16, Kc. Karen 1, pgs | 5 ; 4 127. 
"Homes aro abott 4a A fing il 
er mark of produy Great obj ag both — and 
depreſs the mind. iy — much any one is diſpleaſed 
his own unworthineſs, ſo much the more is the great Go 
our Saviour pleaſed with him. 4 Miniſterial ſtudy and Al | 
55 nce, muſt be in the way of CHRIS r, and ſupported by his 
leſſing, in order to ſucceſs. The advantages to be derived 
from their apoſtolical miſſion, was a chief end of this miracle. 
Ixsus chuſcs the ſimple and the poor to entruſt with his gof- 
pel treaſure; the better to evince it's divine original, 1 Cor, i. 
27, &c. In miniſtering to others as partners of Carr, 4 
divine call of ability and love ſhould always be waited for. IG 
have the name of great ſpiritual truſt, without ſome ſuita- 
ble employment in it, is diſgraceful and wicked. Jzsvs, under 
appointment of his Father, is Lonp of nature and grace. The 
more unworthy we are of his favour, Ai more! ee 
we Wp to ſeek after i * 1 


Sncr. 68. Tasx leave a great Fark oo _ all il for 
duty, whatever it be. How powerful is the voice of Ius 
CurusT | Youth is ingenuous, and therefore apteſt-to be moved 
by proper evidence. Great poſſeſſions are generally great obþ 
ſtacles to falyation, Chearfulneſs in obedience is acceptable in 
itſelf ;;and the ſure ſeed of manifold. graces. They are of, 
teneſt happy, who have leaſt to loſe. | * Grace and nature u- 
nited, renders both comely and ſtrong. What great con 
is here thrown upon che pride and pomp of the world ? © Even 
the tenderneſs of nature muſt yield to plain 218 of dur 
ee ee M. xxix. Bos) St ova *r e 


— 1 1 , 4 
i . | 2 ine 


| Sect: OY 13 K it heated; M. r | 
1 Ju. i Iv. , n ir 


„SIL An neceiſities ought excrtohave the . t The 
only true reſt, and whereof this is emblematical, is freedom 


ns all vicious and arne luſts. loltrutios muſt 1 | 


ee or CHWIST? | = 


take the lead. * The more rare, the more aſtoniſhing, What 
is conſtrained never can laſt. - *Declaimers ſeek. to pleaſs; but 
men of Gop to convert, Heb. iv. 12. By beneficial miracles, 
he won mens hearts to love. He flattered none. The devil 
and his followers, dread faithful teaching. Vengeance is alf 
that the wicked want. They ſtand in zwe, and thereby bear 
witneſs to eminent holineſs. Some praiſe, only with a view'to 
ſeduce. | Liars are not to be believed, even when they —— 
truth. Silence is their beſt teſtimony Oppoſition, in 
of plain duty, ought rather to — as  overbear tlie righte- 
ous, comp. Lu. iv; 41. Ack. wi. 16, 17, 18. Satan is able to 
vie with the moſt. orthodox in profeſfion.” In like man 
evil habits are not to be relinquiſhed, without violence. 
The laſt efforts of temptation are often the moſt fevere. » Wie⸗ 
ked fpirits can do no hurt to thoſe hom CALs T doth pat 
tronize | Exemplary goodneſs preaches with greateſt advantage, 
* Great reputation enſnares ſome'; but could not hun the 
Son of Gop. Few fear this as they ought; and fewer ſtill a- 
void it, Great aQtions have an innate luſtre. | 1 
t * "X's r rank 
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— and age devils are ms 
te cannot abide companionſhip with pure, 

m— foul.) They yell and ery out ſt the beſt 3 
pp e N e eee 


5 N 
"Bnet. 7 70. Peter's Arles is de Mat, wy 70 ae. 
g 41. ee 38, ke. en 8 ö 
eee ht to be as ſoon avoided as poſſible: 
| very different are the ſentiments of thoſe wh en never 
be-ſatisfied with-conveniences ? d We may and ought᷑ to ſolicite 
for aſſiſtanee to others. Even ee e 
ſolicited, for the ſake of exerciſing love. Conſinement from 
public worſhip, adds to the greatneſs of other trouble. Gra- 
fitude is inſtant, liyely, and fruitful of every poſſible ſervice. 
To miniſter humbly and charitably toCuz1sT in hs r, is one 
fure mark of convexſion. What confidence in the . ot In- 
aus ought ſuch an example to er e 4" is eden of 
tho-ſoul, and can never us. 
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Fa vx piety never thinks itſelf ſuſkicient proof againſt temps. 
tations; Þ a Ac extraordinary Ringe the call of Go 
ſhould be waited for Pathetie reply ! wicked, if poſſi⸗ 
ble, ſhould be expoſed to themſelves, without declaring what 
they are 9 of..ja words. That converſion is. always to be 
ſuſpected, which is connected with intereſt. Truth ought ons 
ly to be loved for herſelf, Whereas impoſtors lower theig 
terms to prejudice. and paſhon, Cxis r ever did conſult both 
the credit and ſucceſs of his miniſtry,.comp. Lu: xiv. 29. M. 
x. 17, &c He contradicted, from firſt to laſt, the ult 
reigning conceptions. of the Meſſiah, and their feculap hopes 

him, comp. Jo: iv. 23 — x. 16. Mat. ix. 13.—xv, 
Bleſſed Ixus, who, being rich, for our ſakes became poor 
thou haſt taken the ſting out of want; yea, thou haſt, ſunctifi- 
ed, thou haſt ennobled it. Make me able to imitate thy exams 

ple, by leaving all for thee... A good mind, in the main, ma 
de feeble and weak. A man is dead; who lives not for hig 
ſoul, Lu. xv. 32: The more honourable and beneficial any. 
office is, the more heartily ought it to be embraced. To de- 
yt from, weak wicked company, is one great help to ſpiritual 
ife Men have not that properly, phich they either do 
or cannot uſe. Eternal life is the chief good, and admits. o 
no delay in preparing for it. * Seize the opportunity which 
* not be lang, or ever return again, ſee Lu x. 31, 32- Hints 
rom words and objects are very. properly taken, to ĩnſinuate 
ſpiritual inſtruction. Irreſolute people ſeldom want one pre- 
text or other to apologize for their oonduck Religion is 4 
ſonal concern, and cannot admit of a ſuhſtitute. Let tha 
zperior-duty always take place of the ſubordinate. * The dus - 
ties of a goſpel-miniſter require that his very heart and ſoul be 
in his work, Rev. ii 10. comp. 2 Tim. ii 4 1 Cor. is. 25- 
Ph. iii. 14. It is better, not to take any great matter in Land, 


tham to give over. 
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Sire. 75. The ſea and the winds obey Chrift ; Mat. viii. 23 


&c. M. iv. 35, &c. Lu. viii. 22, &c. | 


a Incivx NTS apparently trivial and minute add greatly to 
the credibility of narrative. Nowhere are. we fecure from tri- 
als. Even the love CHRIS T bears to his people, brings trials 


to them; and ſhews them how much he is needed. * Impor- 


tunity is a mark of earneſtneſs in prayer. Brevity, upon oc- 
caſions, is mõre expreſſive and urgent than length. The pow- 
er of our LoxD, under great miſeries, is a relieving thought. 
© Fear to exceſs, amazes, ſtupifies. Confidence with humility 
enſure divine ſupport, Even weak faith is not deſpiſed, * One 
word from heaven is at any time enough. Ixsus is Loxp of 
all the elements. Our thoughts fix with religious awe on the 
.' ruler of the ſtormy S. C. comp. Pf. cvii. 29. Job xxxviii. 11. 
Divine power is above every thing to dignify, and is beſt deſcrib- 
ed by little diffuſion of language, comp. Gen. i. 3. Cnnisr 
may ſeem to be ſleeping, while he is ſtill with his Church. B 

tranquillity of ſoul, we enjoy both him and ourſelves. f Dread, 
under ſevere trial, may be uſefully reflected upon. Mutual 
exchange of thoughts upon divine-mercies, are very beneficial. 


Benefits are the more valued, after they have been in a manner 


deſpaired of. eee ,,, AD IRT8 2 
Skcr. 76. o Demoniacs are cured Mat. viii. 28, &e, 
N M. v. 1, Kc. Lo. viü. 26, K. 
| - > A LavgLy picture of the he inſupportable evils which 

fin cauſes. How terrible an object 


of a man, and that only? Senſual puddle, and darkneſs, are 
chief pleaſures to ſome; yet even ſuch, we ought not always 


to deſpair of. W Torment and fear very often forces [guilt to 


witneſs againſt itſelf Malice dreads the want of on and 
power, for doing miſchief ;-and is one of the neareſt approaches 
to the temper of hell. Delay may be hoped for, when deli- 
verance cannot. * Happy they, whom the Loxp Jesvs chuſes, 


and cauſes to become whole | Until: the organs of ſenſe 1 


is he, who hath the name 


\ 
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form their funRions; the ſoul cannot exereiſe aright any e 


her faculties. | Ea 


| SrcT.,77. Nox but the confirmed in virtue, are ſafe to 
diſcourſe with the viciouſly diſpoſed ; and even they, with the 
utmoſt prudence and caution. Malicious vice deſerveth not 
any forgiveneſs, or what may make them better. 5 The devil 
is made uſe of, either to puniſh fin, or to exerciſe virtue. He 


only acts by permiſſion. Divine juſtice ſhould be our only 


by 

dread. To ſave even one man, the loſs of worldly things 
ought not to be grudged. Diabolical pofſeſhons are an em- 
blem of final impenitence, to which the impure are more lia- 
ble than any other. What will not deviliſh rage do, when 
unreſtrained ? It is mercy to loſe, what has power to ſeduce. 


Powers reſcued from diſhonour, miſchief and ruin, ought to 


be devoted to CHRIS T's ſervice, Rom. xvi. 20. 


SecT. 78. Tus wicked are more grieved for temporal, 
than ſpiritual loſs. CarisT will come, where people are not 
averſe. Rudeneſs and cruelty, at firſt, diſlike the goſpel 
much. / Yet may they wax gentle and loving afterwards: - It 


is even a certain beginning of goodneſs, to ſtand in awe of di- 


vine power. How brutiſh and ungrateful, not to diſcern the 


time of a gracious viſitation ? Saving grace doth not force itſelf 
upon any. Whom it enlightens, it ſweetly draws to ſubmiſ- 


fion. The light offends great ſinners; they would incline to 
thruſt back a friendly healing hand ; they feel averſe to truth, 


and ſay in themſelves, Some future time will do better. How | 


» 


—4 Goop company and means muſt not be forced upon the & 


unwilling z, except where people happen to be inſane, comp. 
; Ami. 12, &c. Matth. vii. 6. Wo to thoſe who Gop 


abandons to their own deſires, and wiſhes of wealth and eaſe. | 


True greatneſs is ever tempered with modeſty. > Even the ap- 
e's per of vain-glory muſt be'ayoided. They who have ear- 
Iy and generally been offenſive, th 
to their own, before they become intimate withothers.'CursT, 


though abſent, is both able and willing to keep thoſe who put . - 
- their truſt in him. The more grace we receive, the more we 


Fa: 1! 


* 


ould firſt be good examples 


u REFLECTIONS ON THE 


are bound to be inſtrumentally uſeful. Glory follows virtue, 


Sor, $0. Chrif cures qne fick of the palſy 5 Mat. ix. 2, Re. 
i M. ii. 1, &c. Lu. v. 17, &c. leres 


__ ® He fhes oſtentation, and yet wearies not in well-doing. 
Þ Retirement helps to render public labours more beneficial z 
and ſharpens deſire into longing. © How much does this ſort 
of ardour condemn the lukewarm ? © To commend the pure 
_ goſpel word was the chief deſign of all CHRIS THS miracles. 
It is good, even as he did, to give alms, with a godly exhorta- 
tion. Faith in preachers and hearers do mutually ſupport. 
Exery MLS a a church of Carrsr. © Some come to 
hear under extreme and melancholy var ram Let ought. 
not this to prevent ſerious and cloſe preaching, Rom. xii. 21. 


- BxcrT. 81. *Gop moves the care of affectionate friends, 
For thoſe who are deeply diſtreſſed and humbled. In like man- 
ner ought ſouls to be brought to CHRIST, by prayers good ads 
vice, and mild ſupporting.  'Tenderneſs and zeal are due, in 
the offices of zendfhip. > When CnHRisr is moſt rejeci- 
A for by others.” © Pitiful fighi 
move to great mercy. Faith, charity and prayers, have, and 
ever will avail much, for cure of the diſtreſſed. 4 Affection tri» 
umphing over inconveniences, ſhould be excuſed in cauſing 
them. Spiritual graces, above all things, conſtitute true 
friendſhip. Spiritual phyſicians ought to have the heart and 
conduct of ſuch. * Under all maladies, look to fin as the cauſe 
of them, comp. Deut. xxyiii. 22. Jo. xv. 14. 1 Cor. xi. 30, 
Rev. iii. 7. Hatred and envy can make an occaſion of quar- 
rel out of any thing. To the Father, Is us aſcribed all his 
Spiritual pride is uſually blind, ſlanderous, unbe- 
ging and obdurate, Jo. iii. 19. More are inclined to take 
Plfence, than be ediſied by extraordinary truths and virtues. 


Das palied foul js much more affo@ting, being bound 
Þy ignorance and evil habits, from every thing excellent. It 
| an unprofitable ſhame, that cauſeth a man to .conceal his 


EF: 7 


Sect, 


. 


AIS TOR T or "CHRIST „ 


Sec. $2. *SinxxRs, unſeen by men, not to be ſe- 
cure, comp. 2 Chr. vi. 30 2 Kings v. 26. 1 Cor. iv. 5. Here 
| eres hog Fovys cannon ry,» John ii. 24, 
ab. vi. 64. How meek is Iss us here | To correct evil 
thoughts in time, is the way to prevent their judgement and 
Nea gen my is 5 55 2 it's 23 
thou rr ned to | vouchſafe to 
ne. O indefatigable divine goodneſs 5 © Upright o- 
bedience makes no delays. The good only have the moft per- 
fect knowledge. Isos works in fincere ſouls whatever he 
commands. What offends proud learning, is to the modeſt 


matter of godly joy. Inviſible wonders are ſtill more worthy 

of praiſe. ſilenced, becomes the more exaſperated. Yet, 

2 ſych reſiſtance, the glory of Gop doth ſhine thy 
der. f > 


| G E N E R” A L. | 
 ExTeRNAL miracles are evidence of inviſible effects; and | 
both of a divine miſſion. With equal Kill, CurrsT 
cures ſpiritual blindnefs, inſenſibility to divine truth, hydro- 


ic avarice, paralytic lazineſs, leprous pruriency of foul de- 
res, ind brery evil bot, f | 


Sect. 83. The calling of a Publican ; Mat. ix. 9, Kc. N. ii, 
e 1344, Kc. Lu. v. 2), &. * 


»Connmubzwon ia any, renders them beneficial. What 

ſeems matter of chance, is matter of divine election. Hap- 
people in every age, who thus obey the firſt clear call of 

Heaven. Preſent loſs may be great gain, on the whole; and 


Scr. 84. * FxurTFULNESs is a certain proof of real con- 
verſion. He who has not charity, can comprehend nothing. 
man may obſerve a grandeur ſuitable to his condition. 
Teachers ought to be ſociable, that they may gain by pious 
affability. Not to do ſo, is ſuperſtitious valuing by falſe mea- 
ſures, and abridging liberty. * For the ſake of one well-diſ- 
poſed, Jevvs may de found among many diſorderly. No ſort 
of perſons are out of the reach of grace. Table-communion is 
A great token of familiarity. The beſt actions may, and often 
are, miſinterpreted, by pretenders to devotion. CATS v 


— 


» 


— 


2 morals are eternal, unchangeablleQ. 


| 


„ REFLECTIONS ON THE | 
conduct here condemns all proud diſdain. - Be humble and 


charitable, without regard to cenſure. Envy is cowardly, tie 
morous. Malice endeayours to ſurprife the weak. When 
thus attacked for Cyr1sT's ſake, he will be ſure to interpoſe, 
Ho dear to us ſhould ſuch a beneficent phyſician as CHRIS 


be? comp. 1 Cor. v. 11. 2 Thef. iii. 6, &c. Lu. xv. 11. &c, 


greateſt malady we can labour under, is to think our, 


©'The 
pron whole; for hence cometh. pride, envy, covetouſneſs, 


dy, Lu. xviii. 91 Kc. How do we know, but the very next 
day may make a ſinner, by repentance, : acceptable to Goo? 

If divine mercy depended upon' certain, devotees; finners were 
much to be pitied. They know of nothing but exterminating 
zeal. None are defiled by thoſe, whom they accompany only . 
for their good. Spiritual guides ought to have this word of 
Gop perpetually in their hearts, and on their ai . He 
that is vicious in practice, is diſeaſed in mind. A man is 
made as truly holy, by morals, as he is made ſtrong by ſound- 
neſs in health, He who leaves fin, to return to his duty, dif- 
fers from himſelf, as diſeaſe from health. * We may very pi- 
ouſly prefer one good thing to another. Opportunities and 


Ity ; a much leſs eaſily cured, than thoſe of the bo- 


means may be, ſoon loſt, and for ever. Every delay adds 
difficulties. F N NR 


a 


| GENE RAI. : 
Tux excellency of the phyſical art is to know when to ad- 


miniſter remedies. He is unjuſtly reproved, who followeth 
the rules of his faculty. Pretenders know neither ſcripture, 
nor religion. Charity is the ſoul of both. Morals are owned, 
as ſoon as ſpoken. Weis enforced by ſcripture, and were 
before ſcripture z being according to the very nature of Gop. 


The virtue of every inſtrument lies in it's uſe, or end, ſee 
Iſa. 3. 11, &c,—lxvi. 3. Mic. vi. 7, &c. Jer. vii. 4, &c. Am, 
v. 21. Ifa. Ixiv. 6. Rom. xii. 1, &c. Eph. v. 27. Rev. 
xix. 8. 1 Jo iti. 7, Ke. Inſtitutes have their foundation in 
the will of Gop, and the matter of them is alterable; where- 


SECT. 85. Mat. ix. 14 &c. M. ii. 18, &c. Lu. v. 33, Kc. 
* SEVERAL outward ways lead to Gop, and every one ought 
$6 follow that which appears to him beſt; but charity — 5 | 


> 


HI 8 TOR r © F CHRIS .* f * 
eternal way, wherein all ſhould walk. Uncommanded mor- 


_ tifications, uſually iſſue in ſelf-conceit, and deſpiſing others, 


| 


* . 
- LY ” 


Humble men look on their neighbours chiefly with a view to 
imitate their good; and the proud do ſo, chiefly to find fault 
and cenſure. Jealouſy opens the mouth of evil-ſpeakers, un- 
der different leaders. en cleaves very cloſe to human nature, 
Jam. iv. 5. The ſpirit of malice is too buſily employed with- 


out, to reckify what is within. d A preſent good ſhould be 


employed with thankfulneſs. Every one has their time of plea- ' 
ſure, and their time of trial, Eccl. vii. 14. In each of them, 
we ſhould prepare for the other. All ſhonld imitate ſo wiſe 
and gentle a return to. injurious complaints. Love that 
maketh things pleaſant, cauſeth gladneſs. Singularly deli- 
cate! Loxy 8 me to obſerve the operation of thy hands; 
to diſtinguiſh the time to weep, from the time to rejoice ! 
© To be jocund and merry, in time of general diſtreſs, is pro- 


fane, Jam. v. 13. Iſa. xxil. 14. 


| Sec. 86. * In like manner is a weak ſtate of diſcipleſhip 
but ill prepared for the more difficult duties. To overburden 
the young with ſtrictneſſes and rigour, is the way to diſguſt- 
and ruin them. The common way of life is the moſt certain, 
if it be not the moſt perfect. True devotion requires us not 
to be ſelf-tormentors. - Obſerve and follow the motions of 
are d The uſefulneſs of faſting muſt be determined by on 

ects. Tout penitents are often Fall of lively warmth, thou 
weak. To fear ſuch weakneffes, and not go too faſt, is t 
way to avoid relapſes. CH1sT has provided comfort for ſuch 
pain, as is inſeparable- from repentance. Impoſe no yoke at 
any time which is not abſolutely needful. To ſeek that every 
one ſhould regulate his mode o _ by ours, is the mark of a 
Phariſee. Likewiſe, to ſpeak of others, only to diſtinguiſh | 
ourſelves. Guard equally againſt being dejeQted and puffed 


= 


up. Strong love furniſhes every good material for duties, 


and humility preſerves them. It may be adviſeable for a time, 
to indulge men in theiy innocent prejudices and habits. Re- 
gion has nothing to di with over-rigorous inſtitutes. Impru- 
dent, though well meant ſeverity, miſrepreſents and diſgraces 
Genin of Gop, Why cruſh the young, whom we 
„„ tt 0 1 
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Srer. 8). The Ruler's gags is. 1 27 1 2 or 
| « woman diſeaſed with an iſſue of blasd is healed ; key a9 
As: M. v. 22, &c. e &c. 15 


. 


THE. ater our requ ws 0 the woes 5 * 
our hearts to be. w anxious are we for fouls juſt 
"to quit the body; and liow full of indifference o 
when we ſee them upon the 3 of loſing their Go ? Parental g 
tenderneſs is truly amiable. Happy c hitdren, who find fuch ims 
mediate protectors ! Ixsus grudged no pains, nor labour, to 
do good; wherein he ought to be imitated by all; and by re- 
ligious miniſters, above every other. by Beneſcene a and wells 


Going allure all men. | 


- Ser, 88. "Tatis is hdd 43 which iidicatey 
diſpoſitions: In what oppoſite lights are things viewed, 
y thoſe 9 and thoſe who are of the world? The 
| kt humble faith is often the confident and active. 
ſoul that ſeeks Curr 1 in 
M. ix. 23. Mat. xi. 28—xxviii. 18. 
ſhould riot, be hid: The ruler's ſtaggering 

much confirmed by ſuch ai incident, whilſt — unbelief 
was . expoſed. There An 8 19 4 conteſt ſomes 

times in th us between t hum and perfe 
thankfulnefs. Abe time of comfort oſten i prey 3 2 
t of trouble. What j ; Joy muſt it give, to- — IT 
have not been wanting in duty, even where we feared moſt 2 
How mild and eee eee ee | Secan& 


graces crown the firſt. | 
EENERAL 


bene like Carer, ſhould be liberal, wo. e 
ve gratuitous advice to the poor. They are much to blame; 
who, diſtruſt obſtinately the goodnefs of Gov in him. He 
meets the weak with ſoftneſs, and encourages under dejection. 


He delights to exerciſe his power, even on thoſe who have been 
cer, R ut the dg 
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time 


* 
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HisTt6KY of cnntsr 
time that it gives credit and eſteerii. nnen 
ingenuous. 


Srer. 89. Bo „How ſweet and ſeaſonable are e the words of 
ſues] To | To diſpel doubts, a wiſe ſpiritual guide ſhould make 
the goodneſs of Gop, and the power of CazisT's | 
ſhould refleft, that thoſe who die young, are 
ry ſt polluted with vice. And that it is not of moment, hoW 
long, but how well they have lived. Company and noiſe are 
ial incumbrances to ſincere and natural ſorrow. To hinder: 
| king, is to hinder the uſe of divine diſcipline. © In reſpect 
of ERisr, death i is {till a fleep, with all his people, comp. Jo. f 
xi. 14, 14. norance is the uſual mather o irreligio 
dicule. Rt infidel — and perform duty 12 
ſought not his own 1 is unwiſe Oh enter into clas 
morous debate with Toda, paffionate people. f CynrsT 
knows how to over-rule the calamities of our bodies, for the 
good of our fouls. He ſometimes ſtrengthens faith, by means 
which ſeem to overthrow it. * It is — duty of a benefactor 
to conceal himſelf, and that of a thankful foul to publiſh fa- 
urs. Fame is a ſweet odour, in the way Ng ing, and 


Ris oh 
i CHEE OS) 0 


| eee we arc oſten a ſhew of pride, note thr 

6f grief. Hefte was a delightful ſpecimen of Canis) . 

er over the inviſible world. It is much more eaſy for him, to 

2 from the dead, than for us to raiſe another from herr 
Dani. xii. 2. 1 Cor. xv: 18, 20. 1. Thef. iv. 14, 15 

| The! who look for a better teſurreQion than eyen this, ought 

to reſtrain immoderate ſofrow, on the of pious —_ 

Rey xi 4. Cnxist inſtructs ps, to eſchew yain glory, a 

not haſtily to pfovoke envy. Moſt of his miracles yield an 

6bvious ſpiritual inſtruction- 


Stcr. go. enn 


0 work brings on another ; which is a great and 

me one ak in charity. That man is enlightened ir 
who knows that he has a Saviour full of mercy to apply 

„The e cry of the heart in need, is ever humble and __ 


Favours may be wiſely deferred, for the ſake of a greater g 


faith, — — 4 Actions, joined to words 2 
th mclious. fü, Thi, by Why gracr; 906 does be open. the 
| a 


| 
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go. | REFLECTIONS: ON THE | 
eyes of the mind. The will of CyzisT in both is effectual. 


f In eminent works, it is pleaſant to obſerve concealment, .-; * 
A ſoul thoroughly ſenſible of divine goodneſs, cannot withhold 
acknowledgements.” What good we derive from Gop, ſhould, 
with prudence, be laid out to benefit others. Dt | 


Scr. 91 Mex of compaſſion will plead for the afflicted. 
Charity is. beſt known from it's effects. When chari- 
ty once enters into a heart, it is ſoon made manifeſt in lan- 
guage. The ſimple and illiterate are often the moſt grateful. | 
Envy cannot endure the good of others, and approbation giv» 
en to them; whence, calumny is ſo frequent, ſee Jam. iv. 5, 
Theſe blind every day more and more; aſcribing what is un- 
deniably good, to falſe and evil cauſes. Infidels, ever ſo well 
, confuted, renew their charge from malice, 5 
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SxcT. 92, | Fefus cureth him who had an infirmity 38 gears, 
. 9 i} Jo. v. I, &. 7 1A 
* T NDUSTRY isneedful to obtain divine bleſſings. Thoſe vir- 

I tues which Gon beſtows upon medicines, and the ſkill which 
he gives to phyſical men, ought piouſly to be owned. Whilſt 
we attend upon means, whether natural or ſpiritual, it is ever 
our duty to look beyond them. Under alen of the ſoul, 
how few deſire to be made whole? Mat. v. 6. If. lv. 1, &c. 


Sxcr. 93. Tus humble and dejected poor ſhould be en- 
couraged to aſk. Preſſing wants admit not of long, accurate in- 
-quiries. A benevolent heart is the pureſt ſource of good taſte, 
and man's chief ornament. An anticipated favour obliges the 
receiver to more gratitude | whereas, that ſame gift, coming 
later, would be a. debt. Few things equal the auty of a 
graceful gift. Þ Tt is lawful not only to take, but to give oc- 
caſion for rebuking groſs ſuperſtition. - Duties moſt fit for 
Sabbath, are thoſe of charity and mercy. _ tate 
SECT. 94. Tux ſuperſtitious are amongſt the very groſſeſt | 
pervertert of religion. > Weak and malicious cavils often tend 
40 ſpread the knowledge of good; and thus are the * 2 


HISTORY OT CHRIST.” 357 


Mared by their own doings, Pſal. vii. 14, comp. Joſh. vi. 15. 
Pride and malice eagerly lay hold of occaſions to find fault. 
*'Where ſhould they who have eminently experienced divine 
os be ſo certainly found, as in the Cemple of Gon? 4 

ranſient pleaſures of vice are often followed with long and 
grievous afflictions, comp. Mat. ix. 2, 6. They who ob- 
tain remiſſion once, are not always ſecure from becoming 
worſe than ever, comp. 2 Pet. ii. 21: How deplorable is 


Phariſaic blindneſs and perverſion, to ſubvert the perfection of 


religion, for the ſake of it's outward appearance? comp. Mat 
xii 11, Candour, benevolence, and uſefulneſs, are not al- 
ways ſufficient to diſarm malicious enmity. They who diſre- 
liſh genuine truth, naturally ſeek occaſion to ſlander and per- 

ſecute the friends and defenders of it. W 


. 


SkcT. 98. 4 diſcourſe of Jeſus to the Jeu, concerning the pows 
er be had received from the Father; Jo. v. 17, & e. 


Tux example of Gop is an abundant defence for a 
kind offices, at all times, comp. Pſa cxlvii. 8, 9. Mat. v. 45. It 
cannot be wrong, even on that day, to partake of his'bounty, 
and to imitate him, S. C. It is the honour of the ſon, to imitate 


and ſubſerve the cd of his father, * Gop's ordinary 


working is from ſmall beginnings. In the judicial authoni+ 

of CHRIST, all government is comprehended ; being the 
ji branch of royal power, Eph, i. 21, &c. 1 Cor. xv. 27, 
&c. comp. Jud. x. 3.-—xii. 7, 8. 1 Sam. iv, 18. Pa. Ixxxii. 1, 
ii. 7, &c. Acts xiii. 32. Rom. i. 4. Every thing is com- 
mon between father and ſon, or their intereſts are the ſame, 
ſee If xlii. 1, 2, 8. Jo, iv. 34-—vV. 30, &c. vi. 38. vü. 16. 


To miſtake a true meaning, ſometimes requires art. 
n a % 


1 Stcr. 96. Wirnour faith, the voice of Cu nis ig not 


# 


heard. * Nathing is more God-like, than to give life or reſtore 


it. What though theſe bodies bend with years, and our ſenſes 
decay, and the earthly houſe of this tabernacle be diſſolved, 


and we be ſeparated from thoſe we love, we and they both are 


in the Saviour's hands. None of us ſhall be loſt. We ſhall meet 
again. With everlaſting mercies he will gather and unite us, 
8. C © A chief cauſe of erring in judgement, is ſelf-pleafing.. 
What reverence and ſubmiſſion is due to the Loxp Jpsvs ? 


The ſupreme mind is the fountain of truth and goodneſs; and 


beſtows reality and coherence upon things. - 
LOTS | | G 2 | SECT, 


10 REFLECTIONS ON THE 


- SxCT, 97. * No one is proper witneſs in his own eauſs, 
fee Deut. xvii. 6. comp. Jo. viii. 13, ene. — Ai. 24. 
Tit. i. 13. 3 Jo. 12, It is a importance, 


upon what a we believe. ä 
muſt be anxjouſly ſought, who appear to be obſtinate. | The 
bulk of mankind are and inconſtant. 4 In the docttine 


and works of JzsUs, we ought ever to fee the Father. The 
teſtimony to him by miracles is quite diſproveable Truth 
well fupparted is ſo much the ſurer. Sight and hearing are 
our moſt certain means of information, comp. Mat. zi. 27. 
t On theſe ſeveral proofs, as on a rock, our Lonb reſts bis heay 
venly authority. Qur ſtudy of the Scriptures ſhould be cloſe 
and ſerious ; as an —— at once the moſt uſeful, univer- 
Kal, and amyſing, Impartiality and candour are preferable to 
; fined criticiſms, which conſtituted. a faſhionable part of Jew wiſh 
learning. With what pleaſyre ſhould we ſurvey the varioug 
gvidences of our Redecmer's miſſion ? Profeſſed regard to tha 
. Scriptures will. be the condemnation of thoſe, who. uſe. them 
not as they ought, f There ate promiſes to help our weakneſs, 
To none to overcome our eee 23 _ oy mors 
om in me. worlds od Mb 


| Vo fontify- ou POT Op in the eee 
wha proofs contained in this ſeQion, but add to them ſuch 26 
the Jew not at this time drawn from the reſurrection of 
dur Saviour, from the eſtabliſhment of the chriſtian religion, 

and the teſtimony of the Apoſtles. The more a man knows, 
the more he is à man; therefore, his nobleſt employment is 
to learn, Religious knowledge gives life to practice, and is 
the beſt food of man. In proportion. to faith, o ht the cul 
ture of temper and life to be. The true order of nature is, 
Tn eee mene 
ſolve accordingly. | 


o 


Scr. 986. 2 To deſire b Gov is the only true 
praiſe. Want of e love 2 him muſt ever l in he ra 
5 the only. great and true . ple of reli a 
happineſs. f Our We was far from the vanity jen of the 
great and learned, to conciliate their aeGiion, i Ambition 
and vain glory are chief cauſes of dangerous error in religion. 
Buffering and ſhame few care to face t is not the want-of uns 


kee — ae: 6 hap Prov, ry | 


* 


Is ToRT or CHRIST, „ 


H. vii. 48. Jud. ix. g. Some muſt diſtinguiſn a by 
ſingularities, however hurtful; a ſad humour when it 3 
fathionable. He who loveth, doth likewiſe believe and obey 
Lonn, come, and cake up the higheſt wom and ks 
heart! In rejecting Cunts, the Jews rejected 

Moſt pleaſant and gentle is the voice of CHS, even in * 
poſt The — of rebuke ought to in tho 
moſt awful and awakening words we make uſe Tremble 
e 25 . 


eee 0 * N E R A FRE 


+ fi love 1 Gop, gnd murmur „ 
ene Who ſecketh his —_ | after human applauſe is ta 
— laſt degree . judice judges partially, 3 


"reaſons not at all, and cayils at every 

belief degrades man, — the bonds of i er 

vain imaginations and racking doubts, in place — 
ſalutary truths, Ir Lg ſore an imaginary importance, to 
impugn characters and doctrines which are reckoned im 
tant, comp. Gal. v. 26. The very worſt -of crimes have 
boaſters, who are at pains s to magnify, 8. C. It is for = 


2 eee eee 2 
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den. x 71 ee complain of Chris aifiphet + Mat 
ii. 1, &c. u. ii. 23, &c. Lu. vi. 1, Ke. | 


g 7 Sri rn director nn 
diſciples. Men are not a oo io of Gop, becauſe 70 
are in want. Happ E 
lowſhip of CMMI TI The beſt riches are ſpiri 
Judging flatters proud paſhonate hearts. Many ſuppoſed —— 
and violences have no other foundation. Superſtition, at times, 
is barbarous. Occaſion of murmuring may be wit cn to ex- 
poſe groſs popular errors, Eren oof the 
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aught not to be ſpared. Both natural juſtice and revelation 


make allowances for neceſſary cafes. Ignorance of the law is 
a ſource of great miſtakes, and mutual animeſities. The 
ſpirit, in every precept, is chiefly to be regarded. Scripture ex- 
_ amples, narrated with approbation, may regulate our behavi- 
our. Such as miſunderſtand, or miſapply the divine oracles, 
are beſt confuted from themſelves. True love is open and 
quick to the defence of ſlandered innocence. Sincere chriftians 
ought not to be diſcouraged at the efforts of malice, 4 Malig- 
nancy of temper appears, in excepting at ſmall circumſtances, 
comp Mat. xxiii. 24. Lu. xx. 5.—xi. 39. How much great- 
er reverence is due to the ſpiritual temple. of Gov, than that 
of matter? He who daily feeds his creatures, cannot deſire 
that any of them ſhould; periſh from want. Pious labours 
muſt- not be obſtructed, from want of neceſſary refreſhment. ' 
CuxrsT's office was of infinitely greater conſideration to man- 
kind, chan that of all the Jewiſh prieſts together. From ſu- 
perſtitious regard to the Sabbath, CarrsT and his Apoſtles 
were moſt free from furrounding crowds, and multitudes of 
fick, Religious forms multiplied, are no ſure ſigns of pro- 
greſs in Holineſs, compared with works of charity and mercey⸗- 
murders in part, who will not ſupply preſſing want when 
it is in his power. 5 Carr's religion deals not in forms and 
ceremonies, but in humanity and beneficence. Enemies ſnouſd 
have pains taken upon them 3 and time given them to reflect. 
Human happineſs is the end of all religion, and of every divine 
law. The holieſt feſtivities are thoſe of love. * When oncd 
we know Gop's will, we muſt do it, Jo. xiii. 17. Our Lon p's 
day is the truth and completion of the Jewiſh ſabbath; an em- 
blem of eternal life, Heb. iv. 9. FUR TSA IR 
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Mar Phariſces there be ſtill, who determine to the diſad- 
vantage of others, from what they do not underſtand. He is 
always ignorant of the divine law, who is a ſtranger to charity, 
the ſoul thereof. It is a ſure mark of envy, when people more 
readily notice what ſerves to accuſe, than to juſtify The beſt 
and moſt numerous auditories Nr have cavillers in them. Se- 
condary purpoſes, like means, ſhould always yield to primary 
'ones, Ne of Gop, and the good of en It is 5 
ranny over the ſabbath, to diſpenſe with obſerving it, upon ele | 
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ty to revenge. Even the worſt things, for a while 
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greater. a: e. ; N * 


SECT. 100. The man which had 4 withered bond ir healed ; 


Ml/aät. xii. 9, &c. M. iii. 1, &c. Lu. vi. 6, &c. 

How like to ſuch an one, is the covetous wretch, the 
lukewarm negligent profeſſor, or careleſs perſon, in authori- 
ty?.> Envy is provoked or fed, by the relief given to others. 
hypocrite ſcruples not to commit plain crimes ; and yet pros 
fefles to, heſitate in things obviouſly right. The benevolent 
are juſt the reverſe. It is eaſy to gueſs what a merciful man 
will do, when miſery.. preſents itſelf. To come into their 
ſight, is a kind of deſire. < Captious enſnaring queſtions de- 


ſerve not a direct anſwer, but ſuch as are put from deſire of 


inſtruction. 4 Where ſanCtification and charity is, there is 
Chriſtian reſt. Some are ſilent from envy and dread ; others 
from the Spirit of Gon. Thus the plaineſt and moſt forcible 
reaſons may be reſiſted, ſee M. xii. 11, 12. The intereſts 


of time are very deciſive; and remove ſcruples in a moment. 
How many ſtill do more for a favourite beaſt; than for their 


poor neighbours ? * Few things provoke more, than to appear 
as quite diſſatisfied with the plaineſt reaſonings, Such anger 
was without prejudice to his ſtation. To reſent only whete 


it is proper, is the action of a complete perſon. > Lawful an- 


at the fin of others, ought ever thus to be accompanied. 
8 even compaſſionable, who, from envy , oppoſe thei 


own converſion, | Affliction may be made manifeſt, in order 
to make mercy known. Even after the moſt unanfwerable at- 
ments, we muſt give the leaſt offence that may be. Our 
| pirits ought never to be ſo far broken, by unjuſt cenſures, at 
to prevent doing our duty. „ WES 
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Axenn is improper in it's cauſe, object, manner, ſeaſom 
1 robably there is no perſon, however vicious 
and depraved, but he hath ſome ſpark of virtue left; and ſome 


\ SxcT. 101. q Race increaſes with the loſs of an opportuni- 
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neſs gives place to ruth, that önners may repent; and in oth 
der to take from them the means of greater evil. The true 
man of God appears only in this world to be uſeful. ale, 


Ser. 102. Zee gect. 101. Reflection ©/ Tnzr who differ 
moſt in civil and religious notions, often join in enmiry to 
true goodneſs. No actions are ſo fair and lovely, but malice 
r turn them into reproach. Divine grace only can conquer 

ſuch, Jo. x. 32. Þ Faithful ſervice is always an object of 
Gov's delight. © Truth and fight will finally prevail. Yet, 
till then, the friends of both may find great need for patience: 
— of Gop, ought every one to enter = ſacred office. 
4 from weakneſs ought to be uſed with gteat patience 
and lenity. It is the fault of great men, to ſpeak in an impe- 
rious tone. The converſation of Jasos was eaſy, familiar, 
mild, engaging ; and yet moſt unreaſonably objected to. No- 
thing difarms rage, ſo much as gentleneſs. Men are 1 
Shen they ſee we can conquer oufſelves; People will love 
religion, if we knew how to make them do ſo by example and 
gentleneſs.” Diſcourſes made with brevity and friendſhip, 
make their way to the heart. Sympathy is a ſtrong bond of 
| union. Let eternal truths be heard from lips that ate holy 


tat is, gentle, patient, ſociable, as well as learned. To fe- 


| e without o Ba es — — 1 8 of 
uperioxity, is ieſt of all arts. ide, when he per- 
| Nos hag en , the right way; doch not revite 
and ridicule: * The moſt feeble meaſures of faith, knowledge 
' and virtue, ought to be cheriſhed. Expoſe not to view what 
ſerret, while there is any hope of amending. Noble minds 
deſpiſe inſults from the weak. © Divine truth believed, is the 
grand mean of victory, 2 Thef. ii. 12. Jam. i 18. 1 John v. 4. 
ven embers of good, CHRIS T will not extinguiſh. Ther it 
© ho falvation through any other. a Medals | 
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Tut mind is not to be taken by force, but by mildneſs, pere 
fuaſion, and charity.” A proud, violent, imperious miniftes, 
is a contradiQtion in terms. The leatned ought to ſet an en- 
ample of moderation, and leave quarrels and jealouſies to the 

vulgar, as their proper element. There is a method of in- 
ſtruction, ſuited to different ages, as well as conditions of life. 
Never puniſh, but with regret; and always pardon with pleas 
fare; Force antagoniſts to eſteem. Even many ſincere pet 
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and ſtrovg temptations. Dominion is beſt laid in mercy, 

Malignant cenſurers appear not like the magiftrate giving fea- 
' tence, but like the executioner of terrible juſtice. They who 
indulge natural ſagacity in prying into fault, and publicly ex- 


Scr: 103. Tux wicked muſt not be 2 by fruits 
leſs oppoſition. o The ferrency and zeal of ſome, comforts a- 
gainſt the obduracy of others. old what recollection, hu- 
rallitys freedary. and peace of mind, in the moſt occupied cha- 
itable life. Reputation and popular confidence ought ever 
to be made ſubſervient to the good of ſouls, 9 To the exer- 
eiſe of preaching, works of metcy ſhould often be ſubjoined; 
The very worſt of finners and outward conditions, are not to 
be neglected. Charity opens the hand to all; and receives with 
ntleneſs the moſt ĩmportunate and troubleſome. © Carr 
>xcluded no man either from the benefit of his doctrine, or 
miracles, © The inceſſant praiſes of others, are not to be en- 
coutaged.. Sinners are only to be aſſociated with, for theif 
good. The teſtimony of hypocrites is forced. Words of re- 
ligion may be extorted, hefe, at battom, there is, little, of 
none. 0 W . es : 9 ts 4 
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tecr. 104. The chung of the Apoſtles ; Mat. +. i, Kc. M. tity 
„ e 13, Ke, Lu. vi. 12, Kc. a e 
Sure every thing of mament with earneſt prayer. Al 
who have aca. 4 for the ſupport of religion, ſho | 
tarfieſtly intercede for it's taiviſters; and to pray for them- 
ſelves, above every other. Studies and meditations are an habi- 
tual prayer. A true diſciple's heart is humble, full of reſpect, 
teachable, fwift to hear, eager to learn, and faithful to obey. 
A call from inclination, with ſuitable s, is a divine one, 
to miniſter in holy things. How much do Chriſtians,.of my | 
ages owe to the wifdom and grace of this divine election 
Eph. ii. 20. They who know Chir molt intimately, are 
the beſt qualified to recommend him by fidelity to their com- 
miſſion, and diligente, 1 Cor. iy. 1, 2. God's will was to be 
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26, Ke. Widely different from human policy. Here he bes 
gins to obviate the Jewiſh tempotal rare? d as by their 
3 he did confound the world. 17 5 mate 


Scr. 105. See Reflections, Sect. 104. Tux anthorit 
of Peter over his brethren is nowhere declared, but rather the 

contrary, Mat. xxiii. 8, &c. Acts xv. 13, &c. 2 Cor. xii. 11, 
Ke. By- thoſe few illiterate people, it -pleaſed ALMIchr r 
Gop to renew the world. Among them, there was a great 
diverfity of characters, which all tended to the ſucceſs of 
CnrisT's religion; for as much as the manner of propoſi 
truth to different perfons muſt be different, comp. 1 Cor. Xii. 
14, &c It is an high honour to be confidentially employed 
in what is great. The apoſtolic weakneſſes relieve from con- 
ſtant attention to overpowering excellence in CHRIST, ſerve 
to inſtruct and encourage. By familiarity with Curisr, 
they grew by degrees more perfect. In forming this ſociety 
there was neither oſtentation, nor artifice; nor previous cons 
cert, by calling them all at once, comp Lu. v r, &c. Jo. i. 
37, &c. Light gradual is delicate, pleaſant, and advanta - 
geous, ſee Jo. 1. 14. 2 Pet. i. 16. His wiſdom and con- 
ſtancy was their glorious model. * Judgements of Gop un- 
ſearchable, ought to be revered. We are not to determine of 
4 church's holineſs, by ſome of her miniſters Even by means 
of the moſt unworthy, good may be brought about. Autho- 
rity ſhould be ſubmitfed to, though bag in wicked hands. 
Palkons, well conducted, become inſtruments of the moſt 
eminent virtues. : SEE 


SECT. 106.'* Arr. have a right to hear, who come with a 
humble, reſpectful, and teachable heart. What CHRIST 
then was, ſuch now is his word to us. How dangerous, 
therefore, muſt it be, to ſhut up this from any? Our Loxb's 
diſcourſes are void of artifice, and ſtudied ornaments z but 
have à force and energy, which no art can equal. The ge. 
neral characteriſtics of his manner are, ſimplicity, affection, 
and r - qualities of ſpeech, which are the immediate 
ſources of true ſublime; and ſuitable to a multitude, who 
cannot inveſtigate. R e n 


SECT. 107, Wherein true happineſs confifts ; Mat. v. 2, &c. 
; ; 5 7 Lu. vi. 20, Wc. — Sos Ld 4 arty Ir WP 2.044 þ 
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2 OUTWARD poverty is often an advantage. They may be 
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poor in ſpirit, who poſſeſs moſt; as one may have the poiſon 
of riches, in midſt of poverty. A clear proof, that CygisT's _ 
kingdom was not of this world. Happineſs is the chief end of 
our wiſhes ! The means here condeſcended upon, are dire&- 
ed againſt the prejudices of his hearers; and yet admired by 
them. Self-approbation is eſſential to real happineſs ; and 
may be enjoyed in the obſcureſt ſituation, -S. C, comp. Jam. 
Ji. 5 1 Cor i 26. Mat xix. 23, 24. Lu xvi. 19, 25. Such 
move with ſucceſs into the palace of heaven. A modeſt opi- 
nion of one's power is an excellent method both to begin reli- 
gion and the world Spiritual pleaſures are thoſe of angels, 
and of Gop himſelf; they conſtitute the greateſt wealth, ho- 
nour and glory. The virtues here are all underſtood to be join- 
ed. None of CarisT's ſpiritual maxims can ever reliſh with 
mere worldly. wiſdom, True godlineſs can be content with 
A little; and ſeek for neceſſaries without being anxious Ils 
1 borne, and piouſly improved, are Fruitful of much 
good, Rom. v. 3, &c. 2 Cor. 15 Jam. i. 2, 12; whereas 
proſperity is a ſnare to virtue. To ſecure the chief good of 
man, we muſt firſt remove voluptuous and temporal prejudi- 
ces. CarisT's attack againſt them is wiſely oblique z points 
ing out what was wrong, by inſtructing in the right. Diſpo- 
ſitions of the heart are a proper ground of all good behaviour, 
Moral -gravity renders a man precious, and attracts venera- 
tion. It acts always to the purpoſe, and diſplays worth. The 
regulation of anger is an important part of ſelf-government z 
and was eminently diſplayed by our bleſſed Lon p, upon difs 
ferent occaſions. Very different from this, is the meekneſs of 
mere temporary artifice, and even conſtitution, The meek, 
from principle, are in ſure peace at home; which is more 
than large poſſeſſions. Their ſound ſenſe and kind affections 
give them an intergſt in the whole world. Men who are of- 
ten angry, come in a ſhort time tobe little regarded. To 
nature, revenge is miſery. They not only live, but 
reign. © Juſtice fixes the proportion and boundaries of all o- 
ther virtues, To ſeck this with our beſt powers, is a ſure in- 
dication of new life, Iſa. lv 1, &c. Jo. vii. 37. The fore», 
ſte of final fruition provokes ſpiritual appetite. Famine, 


though grievous, muſt be borne, in a good cauſe. Spiritual 
appetite ſeeks to be accommodated in the ways and ſeaſons of 
divine appointment. Want is a ſpur. to deſire; and deſire is 
ſtimulated by difficulty of obtaining, The life of the ſoul is to 
reach ſtill forward. What does not advance, mult retreat. 
Generoſity ſeeks occaſions 8 giring; whereas ordinary ſouly 
Pa; 2 | 5 never 
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* think of this, without reluctance. — ay ſhould Furr, 
eir principle in magnanimity. rtunities occur daily. 
| — therefote, n To be Bal 
und e is God-like, and can never want, ſee Ecel. xi. 
1 &e. Pfal. zli.-1, &c.—cxii. 4, 8c. Iſa. viii. 10, &c. Pi 
is no proof of a weak mind, comp. Rom. xii. 15. Jo: xi. 
5. 1 Cor. xii. 25. Eph. v. i, &e. To ſuch, every one's mi. 
tery is their own, comp, Mat. v. 21. 1 Tim. i 5. 1 Pet. i. 
A day may come, when you may think yourſelves hap- 
pr to have friends, whom you may not care for at preſent. 
hen we do good to others, we do till more good to ours 
elves: Purity regards the affections, and aſpires to be like 
Gop ; whom to enjoy, is the fountain of all happineſs. Vis 
vious love blinds the mind Gop. in heaven will be ſeen as he 


deration Phough'paſſion have truth on it's fide, it can do no 
— of good. If we cannot make one our confident, we ſhould 

cline him at leaſt to be well affected to us. He may proba- 
bly become our intimate ſoon. They are only for — 
who (eh agree with nobody. People thus principled, can- 
not be under the power of known vice No man in ſacred of- 
fice, but ſhould expect to have enemies. * This e 
few either underſtand, or deſire to partake of. Such fuffer- 
ing is worſe to bear at the hands of Chriſtians, than of infi- 
ticks To fave from trouble by bad means, is what Gop ſees 
and abhors. Future rewards will be different in their degrees, 
Jo. xiv. 2, &c. Mat, vi 1, &c. What much depends _ 
dught to be often repeated. Spiritual joy is not meant to ſtifle 
the perception of pain. The cauſe of righteouſneſs is not o- 
| Fercome, when it is overbornie. Even the moſt undeſerved, 
wrongful ufages, become profitable. How vain a thing is it, 
to thirſt after the praiſe of men, when innocence and good- 
neſs cannot protect from flander and reproaches ? I Difficulties 
and dangers are the cauſes and ſpurs of reputation. Some, 
without theſe, could never have known their abilities. As 
w we ſhare in the tribulation of holy men, we ſhall, ere long, 
ſhare with , dn ph neatly 
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nns r kindly applies himſelf firſt to the defire of happis 
155 z which, though univerſal, is often much miſtaken. He 
infinuates his laws, under form of friendly advice. The re- 
ward of each virtue is well ſuited to it's pecyliar nature. 


| perous ſtite 
are incitements and inlets to vice. See Reflexions Seft. 107. 
v ſee Reflexions * 5 © Indigence and miſery are ogpgrovated 
by plenty before poſſeſſed and abuſed. Trye joy conſiſteth in 
fincere goſpel faith, profeſſion, and obedience, comp. Ph. iii. 
1.—iv. 4 A man conſiders the danger his ſoul is in, can 
Hardly indulge in frequent and extravagant mirth. The good 
can never fail of diſcovering juſt matter of grief, and many oc- 
caſions that provoke their fears. We ſhould dare to entertain 
ourſelves upon the moſt ungrateful ſubjects, when they are 
profitable and neceffary, « Bren the worſt of people ſhould be 
uallured by courteouſneſs, and meek wiſdom. Miſreports and 
infamy ſerve both to increaſe virtue, and recompence- They 
are often the beſt commendations of true godlineſs. The rule 
whereby to know what deſerves eſteem, is the approbation of 
men of worth, and capable judges. If I have not a friend, yet 
ſend me an enemy, that I may hear of my faults; for to be ad- 
moniſhed of an enemy, is next to having a friend. It is an 
honour to be cenſured by thoſe who ſpeak ill of all good men. 
Actions which pleaſe every one, are ſeldom what . ought 
to be. Set a due value on the teſtimony of conſcience, and the 
-approbation of Gop. Affliction is the rough way to happineſs, 
which all the ſaints have travelled. The clamours of cenſure, 
Joined with conſcious goodneſs, is a confirmation of it's victo- 
ry. Blemiſh not thy innocence, by too deep reſentment, 
romp. Heb. xii. 2, 3. Pf. xxxvii. 5, &c. ©' See reflexions © 
and 4. Pride of character is the ſource of moſt vices, 1 Cor. 
iv. 7. Pl. exxiii. 2. , 


© SECT. 108. * Fok moſt part, riches and a prof] 


- SECT. 109. riß Apotles and Diſciples, the falt of the 
art, and the light of the world ; Mat. v. 13, &c. Lu. xi. 


_ * Mtn1sTeRs of religion ought to be holy, learned, hs 
dle; and of caſy acceſs, Haw rare! how difficult] By av" 
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- ſerving others, we become more ſafe ourſelves. In proportion 
as unbelievers increaſe, ſo ought chriſtian miniſters to be atten. 
tive, to render religion reſpectable. > Wicked profeſſors blind, 
inſtead of enlightening, They are, alſo, the worſt of any to 
cure, comp Gal. i. 8. Lu. xiv. 34. Mat. viii. 12. © Tempta- 
tions from corrupt teachers are eminently hazardous to a 
weak ſtate of virtue. Obſerving the externals of religion only, 
will never do, which may be the reſult of weakneſs, cuſtom, 
gr yamity. 4 Wiſdom and good works, none have reaſon to 
aſhamed of. A ſmall offence in ſome, is a very great crime, 
Eocl. x. 1. &c. A ſublime virtue is the ſure mark of wicke 
malice. One good light may reach to many. It is honourae 
dle, and uſeful to truth and virtue, to be imitated, ſee 1 Pet. v. 
3. Ph. ii. 5. Hence, learn the meaſure of chriſtian perfection; 
and how we may ſtretch out the ſcanty bounds of human life, 
© One great action ought to ſerve as a ſpur ta others that are 
ter. They who have much upon their hands ſhould never 
idle. It is not enough to have a good intention. Suffer 
me not, O Loa p, to hide my light under a buſhel; but to 
ſhine in my own ſphere ! If ſuch arg thy words, bleſſed Ixsus, 


bow few axe the number of thy genuine followers? : 
[3 . 


Tarr ought, as much as poſſible, to live above being ſuf- 
pected, who have it for their duty to preſerve others from.cor- 
ruption. Guard againſt hypocrites and informers. A good 
man is a conſtant leſſon of virtue. Mingle ſolitude with ſoci- 
ety, relaxing company with what is more ſerious. Reputa- 
tion, founded on diſintereſtedneſs, and the practice of every 
virtue, is our greateſt, riches. The ſooner men begin, the more 
uſeful they muſt be, comp. 2 Cor. viii. 14 If. xi. 4 As cor- 
rupt as men are, they muſt feel great eſteem and veneration 
for thoſe who never ſhock, or offend any, but take pleaſure in 
ſerving and obliging, | . 


Srcr. 110. Mat. vi. 22, Kc. Lu: xi, 34, &c. 


2 Tax utmoſt care ſhould be taken, that judgement be not 
miſled by falſe opinions and evil deſires. Look no other way, 
than to the true mark of duty and happineſs. So much know- 
ledge as a man hath, ſo much power will he have d Every 
one is, or ought to be, a rule to himſelf. © Errors of the mint, 
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leading unto fin, are the moſt fatal. Afi evil intention cor- 
rupts the beſt works. As health perfects the happineſs of the 
body, fo doth pure knowledge that of the mind. It is danger- 
ous always to eſpouſe the firſt information, as falſehood gene- 
rally goes firſt. Good ſenſe is a ſurer guide, than even fine 
parts, or genius, to conduct men prudently. © Moſt men are ſo 
much under the power of their paſſions, that they neither think, 
nor do always as they ought. The views of truth vary, ac- 
cording to aſpects, notions and intereſts. _ Keep the mind 
ever open to conviction; That truth which is of faith, is both 
moſt certain and efficacious. Actions done with doubting, 
are better let atone. Chearfulneſs is the native fruit of a wel 
informed mind, and well regulated life, Hoſ. vi. 3. O light 
everlaſting, diſpel the clouds of error, and enable my purified 
mind to triumph ir the bright fweet beams of truth | let this 
be the ſtandard by which I weigh and meaſure, eſtimate and 
judge of all things! that I may know no intereſt, but the in- 
tereſt of righteoufneſs ; no worldly bias, to pervert the regular 
and ſteady motions of my judgements and affections ] that I 
may ſee all things as they are; and thoſe that are, according to 
Gop! We muſt account for the uſe of our un ding. 
The meaſure of truth to chriſtians is the word of Gon. 
A right choice, from right principles, makes uſe of all the 
other faculties. 7 N 1 | 
l | . 
| pe Oh os. Ao OD DEV v0 3 ol 5 
Tuvrn is known but of very few; and falſe opinions gs 
eurrent with the reſt of the world. Nothing ſo much advan- - 
ces man, in the of good judges, as effective knowledge. 
The ſhorteſt day of a wiſe man's life, is more to be valued, than 
many years of one who is ignorant The leiſure of his laſt, 
is like his death and burial. Through wilful and ſtubborn. 

p maliciouſneſs, the goſpel itſelf ſerves only to blind the more. 
Truth muſt, however, be brought to open light, for the ſake of 
thoſe who are candidly good. It is a great happineſs; to meet 
and converſe with people, whoſe 8 are excellent. 
Truth is but one, error various. The ſeeds of moral ſcience 
lie latent in the human mind; and are expanded and raiſed up _ 
to light, through learning, and diligent inquiry, fair reaſoning, 
and nnimpaſſioned meditation. No one can reſtrain you from 
aſſeming to truth, or compel you to admit of fa Fre at, 
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Avi. 17. 


nis owns the ancient prophets. Their defects he ſup- 
plied, and carried their gapd to perfection, Jo. xiv. 6. Rev. iii. 
14+ Fidelity in teaching is moſt effcntial -* Moral wg 67 
is eternal and immutable. New. improvements do not aboliſh 
{what went before;  CnraisT did exemplify whatever he com- 
manded, Sins of ignorance, or ſurpriſe, Gop will forgive, 
but not what is deliberats and continued in. True goſpel re- 
5 5 ſanctiſies the mind and heart, Rom. ii. 16. Heb viii. 10. 
They diſhonour holineſs, who look upan other things as of 
more importance. There is no article of the chriſtian religion, 
- which is not either a motive to holineſs, or ſerves to condemun 
it's oppoſers. Upon well diſpoſed minds, every hearing has 4 
good effeQ. To neglect fuch mean, therefore, is criminal even 
nn thoſe who are good, pon the whole. A zeal in the cere- 
monial parts of + 0 never can excuſe maral defects and ir- 
tegularities. 4 The moral law is a beam or efflux of divine 
glory, Mat. v4 48. Eph: v. 17. * . LES 


8 E N E R 4 L. 
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Tan beſt end of ceremonies is to ſupport what is moral, 
Mic. vi. 6, &c. To this the obligations by CnrisT are new, 

various, forcible, ſee Mal. i. 10. Jo iy. 23, &c.—x. 16. Jer vii. 
21. How fatally do they pervert the purpoſe of his coming, 
who regard him as the miniſter of ſin? Rom vi. 14. To ne- 
get commanded inſtruction, is to teach vice, Heh. ii. 2, & . 
N and moral inſtruction will ever have influence up- 

| ey ſe who have not fold thetnfelves to commit iniquity, 


F, 


* : 4 bh! | * | 3 6 A ' i} 7 If . { 
Srdr. 111. The Law tobe fulfilled; Mat. v. 17, &c Lat. 


4 


8 ab 1 5 þ | : X . f 144 BY 5 N | as bo mw : | 
Srcr. 112. Concerning. wcekneſt, mutual riconciliation, and = 
© concord; Mat. v. ft, &c, Ly.-xii. 58, Se. 


* MoxDex is the moſt juſtly puniſhable of all crimes againſt 

-- our-neighhour and civil ſociety. W Not only the letter, but the 

ſpirit of the law muſt be obeyed. | CHs precepts there- 

fore aid jt. © The proper province of reaſon. is, to govern. paſ- 

fion, the mean and trial of virtue, comp. M. iii. 5. Eph. iv. 

46. Gal: v. 20, &c. That man is the moft perfect, who 4 
| vo 
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voids the firſt attacks. Crimes, ate the 2 bi to be pu 
niſhed by Gop, that cannot, very often; ized 
men, nt Mat. RT Ae. "Wrath and ds Os 0 
lead to murder. In fact, they do murder, who defame at ran- 
dom. It is the duty of me to reptove, but without an 
lowed mixture of revenge! The future punithments 23. | 
the degtees of them, will be very diffetent: * A true Chfiſti- 
= is an . to none. Heaven is a — with Gop, 
love and peace. No number, or grandeur of religious 
ſerrices will be accepted from a wrathful mind, 1 Tim. ii. 8. 
He who can neither mig tiger pray i God, riot be preſer 
public worſhip worſhip, cannot an, or have 2 good con- 
ience! Firſt v ir injuries, ang then hope to be forgiven, 
accepted, eom ix. 13 —xil 7. M. xi. 2 Col. iii. 13. 
s Compoſition p eafieſt made, when art 8 ey' is leaſt in 
wrath. Weigh not, theti, with extreme 50 Which is 
moſt in fault. For amitys fake, yield part of thy right. HU 
much more fatal ſtill may delaying repentance toward Go 
be Great uſe there is for reaſon,” in what belongs to religion. 
Labour hefote death, to change juſtice into — We 
have nothing to look for, but a e irrevocable nced © 
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A LicisLATox announces without fear of bein  nftakeri. 
It i is a preat point, fo. be Always! maſter of one's. ſelf, com 


Jo. xvifl. 23 Axis. 9. It indeed i is royal excellence, which 


quires/time, earneſtneſs, cloſe = * and experience. 75 
heart which tenderly Oe ys what anger inſpires, * 
nor what ' prejudice ſuggeſt 115 {Hh is.a loſs of money, 
love, labour, and time: Dignity , profeſſion doth increaſe 
the fault. To be angry Worry telling what one is angry at, 
is reſolving to be always a The only way to have no e- 
nemies, or to end quarrels 12 is to ko but little ſelf-loye; 
to get the maſtery of one's humours ; to ſpeak'little ; to heark- 
| OTE HE) uk to wbddle culy with 
one's own bufinefs, If | 
5 e RH A1 
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Srcr. 113. Concerning Continente and Of ence, Mat. v. 27, Ke. 


a E more anxious to know how far the will of Gon doth 
% extend, than how far luſt, with ſafety, may be ſatisf- 
ed, comp. Job xxx1. . Cunts 7's righteouſneſs is that of the 
heart. How many fin with the heart, even in the temple of 
Gop ? By guarding the avenue, the city or fort is — mth 
» Opportunities leading to impure deſire, ought. en to 
be avoided. We all dread a bodily mortification.z but how 
few are troubled about a mortification in the ſoul ? It is the 
firſt character of true chaſtity, to withhold as much, as if one 
had neither eye, hand, nor arm, Col. iii. v. Our rational fa- 
ilties require us to aſſert their empire over the meaner powers 
of appetite and ſenſe, Pal. Ii. 10. 1 Cor. ix 27. O thou bleſ- 
ſed Spirit of Meats help me to make a covenant with my eye 
Let my foul lly charmed with the beauty of holineſs | 


- 
* 


Sire me not only to poſſeſs my flefh, but my fancy undefiled | 


_ © To have licenſed occaſions and other excitements to vicious 
pleaſures, and yet, under pain of damnation, to have enjoin- 
ed abſtinence from uncleanneſs, would have been truly hard. 
o love ought to be more tender than that of matrimony z and, 
therefore, next to murder, is adultery. Make nc: a moment's 


truce with luſt. After ſhort grief, will follow continual plea- 


* fare.. "Dell npany pile of milery and Selpare ..._,... 
To be like Gon, we muſt be holy in ſpirit. Want af op- 


portunities for tranſpreſſing, can never make a'perſon pure, 
ſee Mat. 1 For accompliſhing what is ſo difficult, 
much grace is neceſſary, Even the reproof of uncleanheſs, 
needs reſerve or covering. Goſpel ſtrictneſs is mild, upon the 
whole. Frequent adulteries do certaitily infet national ruin. 


1 74 


gcc. 114. Concerning Divorce ; Mat. v. 31, Kc. 
2 Tant ſhould be perpetual amity and concord among the 


married. In all caſes, time ſhould be given, to make up dif- 
: | | | ; ferences. 


* 


HISTORY OF CHRIST. 65 


ferences. ® They who put other people in the way of ſinning, 
may with juſtice have their guilt imputed to them in part 
and thoſe eſpecially, who fink enter any of their fellow-crea- 
tures into a looſe way of life All CartsT's precepts are not 
only founded in, but perfected: by love; which conſults mu- 
tual happineſs. To divorce from trivial cauſes is an act of the 
moſt cruel ſeverity 3 and followed with numberleſs inconveni- 
ences. How monſtrous to be implacable to a late boſom- 
partner! How tranſcendent are the precepts of CHRIS, for 
promoting peace, order, and felicity! Unxeaſonable deſertion 
drives to adulterous meaſures. Meek manners will ſoon a- 
mend ſmall irregularities. Thus the mild Chriſtian law doth 
ſuſtain and perfect that of Moſes. : 7955 ä 


ia Secr. 115. Concerning Oaths ; Mat. v. 33, &. 


Ax no caſe muſt we engage, without our maſter's conſent. , 
7 Even raſh oaths, if not abſolutely unlawful, ſhould be per- 
| formed, Pſal. xv. 4. Joſh. ix. 193 yet being unneceflary, ho 
are prohibited. The moſt juſtifiable cauſes of ſwearing are, 
the glory of Gop and the good of maakind, each of them 
ve and weighty; as in Rom. ix. 1. 2 Cor. i. 23.—xi. 31 
Gal i 20 Ph i. 8. 1 Thef. ti. 5. Excuſes for evading the 
obligation of an oath, which now ſatisfy, will not do > al- 
ways, Prov. xiv. 13, 8. C. Falſe ſwearing is a deliberate, g 

guilt, and violates the moſt important human rights, comp. 
t. xix. 16. Zech. v. 3, &c. * All ſwearing, though in- 
direct, terminates upon Go, Mat. xiii. 16, ww © It is dar- 
ing, alſo impious, to appeal to any created thing, as wit- 

N pes = Simplicity is a mark of truth. 85 No in- 
tereſt is ſo dear to a good man, or gives more credit. Where 
the heart and lip agree, the only requiſite is to be underſtoad. 
, ©Swearing is always e po of a profane mind He that 
ſwears will lie. It is harſh, common to the meaneſt and baſ- 
eſt 3' therefore, ſhameful and diſhonourable. It is unprofita- 
ble, unpleaſant; and looks like ſtorming hell by violence Few 
care to allow it in their children and ſervants. Even paſſion is 
no excuſe; but, as it attempts to leſſen fin, by multiplying 3 
neither is cuſtom, or forgetfulneſs. They who once allow 

themſelves in 45 ſoon grow worſe, Jam. v. 12. Tb 


* Ax oath is only lawful, with the qualities mentionsd, Jes. 
WO GE, 5 | 
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2. A teſtimonial one is ly binding with a promiſe 
+ ory. ul ey * of a Chriſtin ſoul be —_ to the oath. of 
fon 0 ultiplying of judicial and prami oaths f 

trifles is much ta be og The proper rai for ther 
Abuſs are wiſdom and relly jon. He who ſwea 
either thinks ill of th his ee or Jultiges their diſtruſt of 
himſelf, The name of Gop ought always to be pronounced 
with holy fervour; and ſhould never be introduced into 

man 2 Eyaſſye anſwers, made to conceal the truth, is 
perjury 8 . C, They are the more hazardous, that they leſs 

im conſcience, 8 C. A man who ſwears ſhould have time 
to think, S. ©. hey who employ their wealth or power to 
corrupt, are Aber of the guilt. The 18 plot eternal ruin, 
8. C. Few, if any, who 1255 themſelves, have ever a da 
to do well Liſten now to thy own heart, S. C. Among al] 
nations, an oath is reſpected; and is given to ſupply the im- 
perfeclion of human laws, S. C. Oaths ſhould neither be fre- 
quent, nor perplexing. Say no more than you do fully and 
certainly 1 825 Set them nieht, 00s appear ta 1 e 
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ECT, 116 een Pati nee and Charity Vat 38, 3 
80 Tu y inc 29, Ke. _ 


* Evxy the zevenge of law is eee 
regard to. public good, 1 Cor. 15 To retaliate is difficult. 
and nice; z be af no benefit; requires clear apprehenſion, . 
and purity of mind above what is human, com "Roan xi 19. 
Heb: x. 30, The glory of man is, fo imitate Go. Forgive - 
neſs is part of reed and gught always to be left o- 

A falſe ſenſe of Honout and iĩntereſt renders common 
3 intolerable * Neceflary pleas ſhould be conducted 
with watchful mildneſs A flexible bau 8 lefler 1 is 
magnanimous, generous, ſublime, and charming. Correct 
not in anger, at. v. 9. Strike, but hear me, ſaid a great 
lawgiyer. Better forego a right, than recover it by r = 
fltwa real good, upon the whole, to loſe certain thangs with 
the advantages of charity and peace. Love goes before 

ple's wants, to prevent them. The poor have an intere in 
5 eſtates of the rich. They who give not a ſuitable propor- 
ion, are thieves, and ſacrilegious. To ſuſpend neceſſary and 
8 kindnefſes is a degree of revenge. O thou who takeſt 


ure in the TEST Tap who — 


"1 


N. 
E ' : 


"MISTORY or CHRIST: & 


7 works of lors, cenform we ally to this divine & ſition 1 

y I be better pleaſed to find an object, than to be found 
= more bleſſed to give, than to receive ! *In ſome caſes, a 

ſonable loan is more val able than a gift, We may be ecor 

nomiſts, without being tous ; and generous, without pro- 

digality. Many who are not well able to give _ are yet 
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. virtues in OhuIsT's kingdom are 
verſe 38, &c. Love to enemies, verſe 43, &c. umility, 
Mat. xx. 26, &c. comp. Jo. xviij, 28. Self-love, by too. much 
353 is often deceived. Only danger of life can —— 
ling. Scarce any of thoſe things which occaſion di 
ces, and trouble, are much to be minded, Avoid emplo — 
and companies, which provoke to litigate. What is for the 
ped of our voly vrofeſſion is, alſo, much for our own com- 
fort, u pon the whole. Charity is a virtue far above 2 
bumanity, Rom. xil. 20. Gor makes uſe of the be 
mind, for p $: To live altogether for one's. f. | 
fers 3 have all. He is truly charitable, 2 why 
has a quick eye, to diſcern want, a tender heart, to feel, and 
an open hand, to relieve. How contemptible an object is 
money, if not employed to aſſiſt our * r 
pineſs, and 3 for heaven ? By 
ers may be brou ht to reaſon; and Nb N p. dom, if ever, by im- 
mediate forms of law, It is a fad pleaſure which ſome have 
eres The devil himſelf has his name from ad- 
. Beaſts, for mere appetite's ſake, fall out, comp. 
Jus iv, 1, &c. O bleſſed Gop, infinite wiſdom, how j Joy- 
ouſly peaceable are all thy ink, panned, Then Mar joined 
8 on earth, with glory to thee in the Oh, in- | 
 Ipige me and all men with' that divine ſpirit 3 that | 
Healing wiſdom, whi ch comes from above, and conducts the 
ſouls of men hes from whence. it and they proceeded ! ' 
In lawful intereſt, I ſeek only to he no loſer z which conſiſts, 
therefore, with ſafety and & erm It is a kind of partner+ 
ſhip, or ogy joint purchaſing, By revenge, private men 
give law to the tres, and extort it from magiſtrates. Hope- | 
Fr friends, loſt in a miſerable way, is peculiarly. galling. 
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© SreT. 11). Mat vii. 12. Lu. vi. 31. 
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Tuts rule is ſhort, unerring, and adapted to every. cir, 
cumſtance, comp. Vit. iii. 2. 3. Mat. xxii 40. Rom. xiii. 8, 
&. Gal. v. 14. It has been approved and admired, by the 
wiſeſt heathens. There can be no excuſe for injuſtice, violence, 
from want of leiſure, or reading. Chriſtian philoſophy places 
all men on a level. Juſtice is the mother of order; | 
thing then being in it's proper place. Every man is undoubt- 
edly as much to himſelf, as we are to ourſelves. This ſure 
rule is the ſum of true politeneſs z and has a regard to what 
conſcience requires, as well as law, 8. C. „ Self-love is how- 
ever too often employed in finding out reaſons. of preferen- 
ces and diftinCtion.* _ 1 . 
4G NR NA T. 5 
n 14 p ; | 8 9.2 
CnrrsT's precepts of benevolence afford a ſtriking picture 
of his own benevolent mind, comp. Mat. xxij. 39. Jo. xiii. 34, 
35 Lu. ix. 55, 56. Friendſhip, at times, and natural ee. 
tion, may prove involving, 8. C. Avoid the fallies of pride, 
and an overbearing temper. A diſciple of CuRIS has the 
fame dehire to do What is right, as to eat and drink, Mat v. 
6,8. C. Generoſity itſelf muſt be reſtrained, at times, 8. C. 
Likewife compaſſion; and Innocent pleaſures, 8 C. Devotion 
is a mean of juſtice, by weaning the heart from coſtly purſuits, 
pleaſures, 8. C. Uſeful knowledge ſhould be caſt into apho- 
riſms—ſhort looſe ſentences. Syſtematic order is rather a hin- 
derance to truth. There is no need of any more than this ſin- 
gle aphoriſm, to prove that the greateſt part of law-ſuits are 
unjuſt ;\ that revenge is forbidden; that all ſtudied delays in 
the payment of debts are ſo many thefts ; that flanderers, de- 
ceivers, and envious perſons, are no true Chriſtians; leaſt of 
all, thoſe in any ſtation, who make a trade of cheating, 8 C. 
The a of juſtice, like death, is a ſubject that belongs to 
all, 8. "Nita 5 | e . e . „ 
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SECT. 118. "Of loving enemies; Mat. v. 435 &c. Lu. vi. 
e | os... "OR 275 &c· N l 4! : 
I not able to relieve all, thoſe of the true religion may he 
preferred, Gal vi. 9, 10, We neither may, nor ought to be in 
miliar with thoſe who might prove a ſnare to us; and yet ſti 
| | ſhew 
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ſhew them mercy, Exod. xxxiv. Deut. vii. 1. One of the no- 
bleſt victories. is, to confer benefits upon an injurer, comp. 
| Rom. xii. 20. Prov. xxv. 21. Contention is more to be drgad- 
ed, than moſt kinds of ſuffering. | Tradition, by ſome, is more 
venerated than law, comp. Ex. xxiii., 4. Deut. xxii. 3. In do- 
ing good to thoſe we do not love, we bring ourſelyes by de- 
grees to love them, and they to love us. The high pleaſure 
of reconcilement is not taſted entire, unleſs made on a chriſti- 
an motive. There is no ſuch method to tevive affection, and 
re-eſtabliſh kind offices upon their true foundation, as prayer, 
8. C. Whilſt we abhor ſinful practices, we muſt evince ge- 
nuine concern for thofe who perpetrate them. How many. 
lory, in religious titles, who yet little think of imitatäng the 
Na Toke A chriſtian, in holineſs, ſhould exceed every 0= 
ther; being more near to Gon, and having proſpect of great 
reward. They who conciliate love and good will, give au- 
thority and beſief to what they ſay. © There is nothing in the 
_ creation, but doth plainly declare the lovelineſs of Gop. 
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Tux whole human race are all citizens of the world, ſee 
Lu. x. 29, &c. Private reyenge never fails to magnify. It 
very ſeldom 3 that one vexes another, without being 
troubled himſelf, either with compaſſion, or fear of retalia- 


tion, He who. is moſt meek and gentle; has it moſt in . 
po s is love 3 


ower to puniſh. The ſum of the goſpel mee. i 
5 Hich is alſo the glory and perfection of man. Benevolence 
to men is juſtice and gratitude to Gop, comp. Eph. iv. 32. 
u. 42. To lead men, by their inclinations, is the way to in- 
gratiate. There is one inconteſtible proof that a man has no 
religion, ar that he is mad, which is, cngaging in a dul. 


Sxcr. 119. * See Reflexions, Set. 118. Ingratitude is 
abhorred by the worſt. Not honeſtly to ſalute is more than Pa- 
gan indifference, * The worſt may become good. Divine 
24 are to be eſteemed in all men. Gop has no other enemy, 
but ſin; ſo neither ought we. Works are the proper teſtimo- 
ny of affection. *f They who lend as uſurers, rather hunt for 
what is other mens, than give of their own. The leſs we look 
for at the hands of men, ſo much the more abundantly will 
Gop. repay _ . * Without Gop's pitying love; what had be- 
come of us? We ceaſe to be Gop's children, when we ceaſe 
'to imitate him. Bleſſed Gop, who bleſſeſt us daily, communi- 
L 2 \\ Ge | aL * l cate 
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cate to us of thy gracious nature, that we may be merciful in 
our meaſure and degree, even as thou ae let us eſteem it moſt 
noble, to be a-kin to'thee! It is ; cy to goſpel profeſ- 
fion, when faith does not attain ſo hi virtue, as mere prin- 
| 2 nature has ſometimes done. Genn tures uniyerſally bene- 
fun and moon, have been looked upon as lively re- 
——35 of AL xi T Gop; therefore, it is nature's 
that he is good, communicative. Imptovement is al- 
ways an eh to the perfect object of or Agen 3 E. 
very ſun- ray, and of rain, condemns the „ 
How may we bluſh to call God father, while we "reſet le by | 
fo little? Zeal for virtue is atniable in life, and memorable af-' 
ter death. Nothing is furable, but what aims at the utmoſt. 
Ob, chat Go 1 give us to ſee the neceſſities of our own 
ſouth z the nature of true ſubſtantial N that ge une 
us into his _ It 


Tux fingle fol pre of loving | e evinces it's 
h l. Tt muſt wy f infinite charity, Lend- 
ny and returns of gratitude ſhould be ample and free. Chriſ-, 
ms advantages be greatly ſerve ſerve ena the guilt even "of 
ections. Imitation is e firſt and ſtrongeſt 
een 8. C. Without aiming at the very — * meaſures 

of virtue, there can be Fogg a. . 1 Cor. xiv. 
20. Col. i. 28 —wn. 12. Eph, v. 14. N 36. ier 7. -i. 
3. Jam. i. 4.—iii. 2. Phil iii. 13, 14. G05 i impoſeth no law. 
upon us, which he doth not obferve himſelf. If Gov have 
done that good for us, Which he hath denied to the world, we 

ought to do that ſervice for him, which is denied by the 5 


There i is no "1" ER aD 


* 


en Al. 


hier. 126. ae an me Mat. * 5,86: | 


HE principle of actions muſt be cared for, as well ag26 
tions themſelves People are more ſubject to vain often< 
tions tan av oder rice 5 n ... 
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are poſt able to this. The charity of the hypocrite will be 
found covetouſneſs, at laſt, or pride. How thort and wither- 
ing 4 good is reputation from men? Though few there be, 
that care to be virtuous, yet fewer there are that would not he 
counted fo. - he greateſt theatre for virtue is conſcience. We 
ought not to offend the delicacy of the diſtreſſed. Tho beſt 
chriſtian actions, ſtrictly ſpeaking, do not merit; yet the di- 
vine promiſe, by Carr, gives, as it were, a Tight, fee Rey. 
xxii. 14. Mat. xvii. 21. M. ix. 29. Lu. ii. 37. Acts x. 4. — iii. 
3.—Xiv. 23. Lu. xvii io, In our beſt works; even immode- 
rate ſelf- complacency ſhould be avoided. The whole glory of 
them belongs to Gop. Love is the only commendable ſpring 
of true beneficence, 1 Cor. xiii 3 4 What is human praĩſe 
to the ©: hog Oe and eternal recompence of ALMIGHTY ' 
Gor? 1 Cor. iv. 5. Mat. xv. 34. Our alms are our treaſure; 
' camp Deut. xv. 2, 3. Gal vi. 12. 1 Jo. iii. 16. Public alms 
neither can, nor ought to be avoided, Mat. xv. 16. Heb. x,. 24. 
Let chat which is truly given to Gov be hid in him. Thie 
makes a double facriſice. e 
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Tux ſubſtance is not enough, umleſe it be clothed with its 
circumſtances. A man that does not care that great things be 
known, muſt undoubtedly have much greater things in his 
mind. Now the time of proud fame is gone, to vaſt multi- 

tudes; and they are loſt in filence, deeper than even their bo- 
dies are buried! Praiſe wnfought follows virtue. To' truſt 
Go, is truly to efirich ounſelves. Vain almoners attempt to 
impoſe upon him with a wrong title; to ſell that to heaven 
which they have alfeady ſold to their own glory. Our near< 
eſt relatives ſhould not know, ſave now and then, for their e- 
dification. Vanity is fooliſh, but bragging is the. intolerable © 
fruit of a low and abje& mind. Hypocriſy makes Gop a mean, 
and the world an end. They who love to hear and ſpeak of 
| their charities, upbraid the receiver. To {ek praife, is felfiſh+ | 
Sect. #41. Concerning Prayer, Mat. vi. C, Kc. u. xi. 45, feet 


u. x1. I, &c. . 


|. * Devorton and alms-giving are moſt effential delicate dus 
tick,” As Crintre's religion 3s quite fee, fo onght the | 
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views of his diſciples to be. Falfe devotees ſerve only to dif 
.credit thoſe whom.they repreſent. Even in the cloſet, all of- 
tentation ſhould be avoided with care. The heart is Gop's 
portion ; and he.is the ſole judge of it's humility, truth and 
earneſtneſs. This indeed is our proper ſelves; and what we 
may give in midſt of company. To prefer a good name be- 
fore a good conſcience, is folly and madneſs. What a plea- 
ſure is it, to ſerve ſuch a munificent maſter! What a privi- 
lege! Prayer lays open our own miſery, excites defire, ani- 
mates hope, and diligent endeavour. © Defires and words in 
prayer ought cloſely to correſpond. It requires more of the 
heart, than tongue; of feeling, than phraſes; of faith, than 
diſcourſe. - The eloquence of prayer is fervour, ſimplicity, 
perſeverance, comp. Lu. xi. 5.—xviu. 1. Mat. xxvi 44 M. 
xiv. 34. Lu. vi. 12. Jo. xvii throughout. Acts ii. 42. Rom. 
1. 9, 10.—XIi. 12. Col. iv. 2. 2 Cor. xii. 8. 1 Theſ. iii. 10.— 
v. 17. 1 Tim. v. 5. A tireſome repetition of forms makes 
people remiſs; nor ean attention be preſerved during too long 
Prayers. Keen affections may be a hurt to true devotion. H 
the cloſet be not pleaſant, the only reaſon is, that it hath been 
leſs frequented than it ought. A habit of retirement and ſelf- 
reflection is neceſſary, to fit for public uſefulneſs, Eccl. xviii. 
33. Alt is not to inform Gop, or work upon him by violence, 
that prayer is made; but, as a natural ſuitable expreſſion of 
dependence, and of manifold advantage to the worſhipper. 
Our truſt in Gop ſhould proceed from what he can do for 
us; and not, what we can ſay to him. Prayer is intended, to 
fit our hearts for receiving. To perſevere in the ſame act of 
deſire, with intenſeneſs, is true piety, Mat. xxvi. 44. All 
words in the world are not equal to one holy thought, comp. 
Eccl. xviii. 23 Mat. xv. 8. Pfal. Ixxviii 36. "Gop only knows 
who are truly deyout, and the perſon himſelt. 


OW NE RAGE + 


- Every one almoſt eſtabliſhes an idea of deyotion according 
to his own taſte. He who is earneſt in public prays to Gob 
as in his cloſet, with the ſecrecy of affection and deſire. A- 
bundance'and choice of fine thoughts, ſtudied vehement mo- 
tions, order and politeneſs of expreſfions, compoſe mere hu- 
man harangues, not humble Chriſtian prayer. Charity and 
devotion in Chriſtians are both taken for granted. Affecta- 
tion enervates the moſt excellent things. It may ſometimes be 

allowable for a man to hide his exactneſs, but it is never gl 
"ge | | 3 a lowable 
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lowable for him, to fall off from it. Preſcribe not to Gon, in tem- 
poral concerns, by a too minute and repeated detail of particu» 
lars With formaliſts, quantity muſt make-up for ſincerity, un- 


* 


derſtanding, fixedneſs, &c. Divine eee wants but fit 
objects; and ſuch are humble ſouls, hungering and thirſting 
after righteouſneſs. People will perceive; that we pray often, 


% : 


when they behold in us ſueh an even rightequs conduct, ag 


cannot be kept up without grace. 


SECT. 122. Tx apoſtles, neither in precept nor example, 
take any notice of praying in the preciſe words, yet 1s there no- 
thing to be prayed for, which it does not contain, and JIxsus 
moſt perfectly fo the wants of human nature. Such form 
was peculiarly ſuited to introduce the Meſliah's kingdom. The 
ſpirit of oppoſition and cenſoriouſneſs, never appears mor 
than in condemning the uſe of it. We muſt, however, git. 
cloſe, to go along with all it's parts. Agreeable to this form, 
prayer ought to 2 plain, conciſe, and humble, Revyerence 
and filial confidence are due to the title of a father, Heb xii, 
9. He is the fountain of our enjoyments, and the ſpring of our 
redemption, Jo. i. 12 Rom. viii. 15. Lu. xx. 36. 1 Jo. iii. 2. 
Eph. iii. 17. In ſo cloſe. a connection as that of the faithful, 


the petition of one ſhould be underſtood as the petition of e- 


very other, Rom. xii. 5, 6. 1 Cor. xii. 20, 27. rity is the 
child of true devotion,  * Gop's. greateſt glory upon earth is 


the holineſs of his people; and the following | petitions point 
out. the means of this The opinions we form of Gov, being 


the rule of our behaviour, ſhould be juſt. What reſpects 


truth, virtue, and everlaſting life, ſhould be frſt urged,  Faith- 
ful ſubjects are ever zealous for the, glory of their ſovereign, 


By ſuch petitioning, we fee! ourſelves the ſubjects of a king- 
dom not of this world; and every child of Gop, our fellow- 
citizen, 8. C. The life of holineſs now, is that which | ſhall 
be made perfect hereafter. Reaſon, without grace, is a feeble 
principle againſt corruption. © Chriſtians ought not to be ſo- 

licitous for what- ſhall be hereafter, Mat vi..25, &c. Our as 
nimal paſſions and 44 muſt be. much moderated, before 
we can make uſe of this petition. 4 Gop is a creditor, in re- 
ſpect of puniſhment due to ſin; and he has right of abating, as 
well as etacting. The worſt of men do not ſo much need our 
forgiveneſs, as the beſt of men need forgiveneſs of Gop. The 
revengeful, like thoſe who are mad, reſolye to periſh, by re- 
fuſing conditions ſo advantageous. 8 malicious purpoſe 


againſt a neighbour is a . inſult, is turned into an 


| - 


im- 


6 REPLECTIONS ON THR 


tmprecation of Gov's vengeance upon ourſelves. * The way 
of falyation is that of humility, cloſe prayer, and vigilance, 1 
Cor. iii 10. Human innocence: depends much on the ab- 
fence of temptationz which the youngeſt, in particular, 
ſhould beware of, 8. C. Heaven is our ſole, and deftined 
place for complete deliverance. What grounds of confidence 
are here, when joined with the love of a Father? 1 Chr. 
xxix. 11. How many good things does this ſhort prayer com- 
prehend? How delightful is the method ? and how far raiſed 
, Fhoye mere exerciſes of imagination ? INES 


e d 


Sop's glory and the good of mankind ſhould be much dear- 
T to us, than any ſeparate intereſt of our own. Prayer ſhould 
be uſed, not like a flave to finifh a taſk, but as a child of Gop, 
5 returns to his Father, and hopes for every thing from 
his mercy. Generous prayer ſuppreſſes every ſelfiſh paſſion, 
and endears truth, with every heroic virtue, 8 C The church 
of Cng1sT is an object more liberal and extenſive, than our na- 
tive land; and attracts more powerfully the prayers of Chriſ- 
tians, 8. C. In our moſt plentiful circumſtances, we are ſtill 
dependent upon Gov: || All trials are not abſolutely to be 
raped againſt, Acts xiv. 22. Jam. i. 2, &e Heb. xij. 6. 
Rev. til, 19. They who heedleſsly run on in fin, are moſt in 
danger of being left by Gop, Rom. i. 24. Likewiſe they who 
confidently truſt in their own ſtrength. There is no hinder- 
ance to Gop's pardon, from the unchangeableneſs of his na- 
ture, the ſtrictneſs of his laws, the neceſſity of his juſtice, 
which are all ſubjected to his unerring wiſdom, and the ends 
| pl gorernment. 2 F 95 5 


3er. 123. * Tarps is no ſuch thing as hatred, in the 
| pare nature of Gon. Forgiveneſs-is a trying part of the 
Chriſtian temper, S. C. When finners alter their ronduct, 
inſtead of ſhunning, we ought to receive them with more plea- 
_- ſure than ever. Blefſed Gop, let thy example encourage me 
to forgive; and let my aptneſs to forgive, be my argument to 
Po that T am forgiven ! Exod. xxxiv. 6, 7. Gop will not 
know any one for a fon, who. doth not agree with his brother. 
They who do not awake at this clear and awful ſound, are not 
only aſleep, but dead. A fellow-creature may be recompen- 
ted; but we can give no adequate recompenee to Gop. They 
who loſe him as a Father, muſt face him, as an enemy and 
* „ 5 4 8 F245 oF N % . 3 judge. 
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judge. Such diffteult reſumes the reſt to be in train 
2 comp. Mat. v. as, 2. xi. 42 1 Pet. iv. 8. Rom xil, 
19, &c. It is contrary to forgiveneſs, to indulge angry 
houghts, dwell upon injuries, deſpiſe their author, fecretly 
1 their hurt, comp, Pfal. lixix. 8. Ia. AS Jer, xxzi. 34. 
Hof viii. 13, &c. Mat xviti. 33. Revenge ſtops the 

of divine eonfolation, curſes one's ſelf, carries the evidence 
unpardoned guilt, and of an incapacity to aſk forgiveneſs. 


G E N E R A L. 


Fox wins goodneſs ſhews a man to be great, and without 
udices. How ſweet and foft are the gn love; how 
fell and torturing the ſpirit of revenge? Falle devotees are 
_ agitated by a reſtleſs, impetuous, perſecuting zeal. Some belt * 
remember what they ſhould moſt forget. True piety is un- 
ſuſpecting of ill; and wiſhes to conceal what it cannot ex- 
cuſe. How ſhall that man prevail with Gor, who dies by 
the ſword of pride and wrath ? Defires, polluted by make, 
cannot reach to a Gay of love, 8. C. | > area 


Sect, 124. Max ought not to deſpond a few appar« 
ently unſucceſsful trials. 80e Gop, no e or can be, 
unſeaſonable. His friends are ever dear to him, Pfal. cxix, 
62,—vi. 7, Deyout ejaculations ſhould keep the ſoul in a 3 
habit for devotion. As our wants are urgent, ſo ſhould ou 
frequent returns be to the fountain of divine 2 Argu- 
ments and cauſes for being heard, may very fitly be propoſed 
in prayer. Be the hour what it may, if friends want us, we 
ought to attend. True friendſhip is a ftranger to ſuch kind 
of paſſion and language. Though earthly friends may prove 
unfaithful, Gop never will; or can. The ſtricteſt friend · 
ſhip, at times, may not have power to oblige. Much more 
will Gop, who is love itſelf, and delighted with ſpiritual im- 
portunity. His delays to anſwer are not cauſed by unwilling- 
neſs, but to enkindle defire, and to give to it more plenteoully. 
Likewiſe, to render his gifts the more eſtimable. e 


„ 17: 5 9-4 


ConcerninG the ſpecial ſeaſons of prayer, we have nothi 
- certain. It is proper and ſeemly, to begin every day wi 
So. Prayer is too ſimple for elegance; too facred for fic- 
Fon; too majeſtic for ornament. Importunity, * 
* : 5 | . ſure 
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cenſure in prayer, is a dictate of the heart, as well as of the 
goſpel. It begets a juſt ſenſe of ſpiritual things, 8. C In the 
cale of friendihip and imminent danger, we are not able to 
withhold it, comp Lu. xxii. 41, &c. As the fire of devo» 
jon burns, we ſet our hearts on the favour of Gop, and feel 

t happineſs depends upon it, Hereby alſo worldly deſire is 
moderated. Our fouls return to their reſt, 8 C. The charge 
of enthuſiaſm here, is that of a word, and no more, It is 
that which every good man loves to feel, rejoices in, yea and 
will rejoice, S. C. | „ 


Scr. 125. Wrrgour endeavour, mere aſking is vain, 
and both ſhould be continued with increaſing fervour. There 
is now no excuſe from want of ſtrength, in the purſuit of 
things ſo high, pure, and. diſlicult. We aſk only ſo far as we 
eſteem and deſire. Human means ſhould be uſed, as if there 
were no divine; and divine, as if there were no human The 
way never to be refuſed, js never to deſire any thing, but the 
will of Gon. If thou feeleſt cold in prayer, double diligence, 
and continue knocking. The worſt of all unnaturals, are 
they who poiſon the ſouls of their children, and ſervants Na- 
tural affection is ſometimes ſtrong in very bad people; and 


the tender love of Gop hath made this wiſe and good. proyi- 


fion, comp. Lu. tiv., 26 Jo. xii. 25. It is the very mature 
and pleaſure of Gop to communicate. That goodneſs can ne- 
ver be wanting in him, the want of which he. condemns in 
men, Ia xlv. 15. The argument here made uſe of to pray, 
is obvious and irrefiſtible. How much purer. and. wiſer. is 
Goy's lote towards us, than aur own? He would deny what 
would be hurtful, and afflict us for our good, and remove us 
out of the world into a much better. The true ineſtimable 
riches, are*thoſe of the mind. bd | 5 


e e E NA L. 


Tinas hurtful may be urged from an error of judgement z 
and the beſt anſwer is to be denied. The great mean of an 
experimental acquaintance with goſpel rules, is prayer, Jam. 
1. 5. Eph. i. 17, 18. Gop's time and manner may be differ- 
ent for a while from what his people may think beſt, comp. 
Mat. xx. 21, 22 —XVlit. 19. Jam. i 6, iv. 3. In the-uſe 
of our own honeſt endeavours, we ought never to doubt of di- 
vine aſſiſtance, 1 Pet. iv. 5. Lu. i 52 —xiv 11. All crea- 


tures that are original to others, take care of them till they 25 
VVV e make 
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make their own defence and ſupply'3 J will, therefore, rather 
think that Gop did not make world, than that he will fail 
to be very good to the creatures he hath made. We cannot con- 
ceive of that to be perfection above, which is imperfection be- 
low. To dread an infinitely good Gop, is ſuperſtition When 
we aſk of him, we muſt be willing to obtain what we alk. _ 


SECT. 126. Concerning Faſting, Mat. vi. 16, &c. 


2 In what people do, above expreſs command, hypocriſy 
and oftentation are not eaſily avoided. Godly fortow is quite 
incompatible with ſeeking the praiſe of men. Faſting, from 
a true principle, is not forbidden, but rather ſuppoſed proper. 
Yet, as to ſuch exerciſes, Chriſtians ſeem to be laid under no 
clear and univerſally binding rules. Their power is diſcretion- 
ary, as conſtitution and other circumſtances may require. In 
the ſame proportion that we court human applauſe, we turn 
from us that of the Almighty. True modeſty and piety love 
a decent dreſs. It is by the heart that Gop knows us, and 
judges of us. What we do from love to him, is inſeparable 
from a certain d of chearfulneſs Look not as one pre» 
tending to regret his ſervice. Some are proud of their humi- 
lity ; others cenſorious and uncharitable. 


GENTE A 


Tur x is a time to ſhew ourſelves, and a time to be hid. 
Thoſe who have a particular turn for mortification, ſhould not 
exact the ſame of others It is only counterfeit religion, that 
makes men affect a ſlovenly dreſs, a declining head, an auſtere 
countenance, and a whining tone. 'Fhe more profitable re- 
ligious duties are to ourſelves, the more ſure they are to be ac- 
cepted of Gon. Keep the body free and well prepared for re- 
Fo er duties. What paſſes in retirement is the ſureſt teſt 
of mens characters. To deprefs Gop to outward forms, car- 
Ties always in it a mean notion of him. Afﬀected gravity is an 
invention to conceal defects of the mind. | ; 


\\ 


| SxcT. 127. Againſt raſh judging ; Mat. vii. 1, Kc. Lu. 
8 5 r | { 


a Tuuorx is facred, and a good name is ſacred, 8. 2 Haſty 
| paſſionate 


4 * 


only fault 
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ate zeal clouds the mind, and is highly inj How 
roking'is it, in a gfeat criminal, to ſet ap for a grout Evit 
king blaſts and withers the ſocial affections, 8. C. Prov: 


Kxvi. 28. We ought to put the very beſt conſtruction uport 


all words and ations, comp. 1 Tim. v. 4. 1 Cot: xii. 7.—iv; 


Rom xiv. 10, 13, 14 Jam. iv. 115 Kc. Goh reſerves c 
ſelf the judgement of the heart. Ihe weak multitude have 


ure againſt them: Sauntering people, who know little, and 
have no profeſſion, are moſt cenſorious, 8. C. Paſſion ever ex- 
aggerates. We ſhould be more ſevere towards ourſelves, than 
others. There is no man but fr m6 hp Ae | 
betrays the young into. evil-ſpeakin 8 11. The 
malice of envy obſerves not good . —— ly. Moſt _ 
revenge 22 on an evil ſpeaker. . A good man ſuſſ 
aſſent and report. |.» Benighity, at the hand of God, ſhall have 
it's full reward, boch here and hereafter. They who con- 
ſtruct not favourably, are ſure tobe repaid in —_ comp. Jam. 
i. 13, Kc. © What numbers act every day, as if they -believ- 
ed not CunisT in this? comp. Rom, ii, 6. A great part of 


the world are in fault, altnofſt without it. Think 
and ſpeak only upon clear W 1 0 Ne a pang a high 
countenance. Bear and forbear. | 


1%, an 


e 1 1 1 ds 


A WISE wan avoids being contiadidies, 2 much as to ted 


tradict. The more his judgement inclines him to cenſure, 


the more he takes care not to publiſn it. Where intention can- 


be excuſed, pony 2 . It is an happy error, ta 


e one's friends more pe 


than they really are. To 


ja pleaſure in blaſting the character of another man, is the 


lign of a bad reputation. Certain eee eren 
chat, amon re perfections, they ſhall hit upon the "% 
that i is to be found ; and talk of nothing elſe. The 

firſt born of pride; i is malice, S. C. Truth generally arriveth' 
laſt, becauſe it requires time. To know how to pick out the 
beſt in every one, is uſeful knowledge. Guard againſt idle cu- 
3 vy, malice, and anxious emulation. Even men of 
ety, and * the moſiaſacred 2 rofeſſions, quarrel, becauſe they” 
=D think and ſpeak alike, fee Jam, iv. 12. The worft are” 
— to da good, n thereby their defects are chal-' 


. * * : t * 8 1 is 
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ol eyes and tongues, and the higheſt reputation is not ſe- 
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- SncT.-128. Mx ignorant. of the true way. of holineſs 
and happineſs, < can never teach it. The offence by others 
muſt not deter us from doing our duty. Bitter zeal L never 
ſatisfied with any thing, but itſelf, b It is of great conſequence, 
that we know whpm to make our teachers, ſee Mat. v. 20 — 

X. 24, 26. Ignorant clergy haſten the corruption of mankind; * 
The beſt uſę we can make of other people's faults is to pardon | 
and avoid them. To reflect, often on our own faults, is the 
way to be taught candour. Officious meddling i is a great eng« 
my to quiet, Mat. v. 5. Juſt zeal for perſonal improvement, 
leaves little timę, or leifure, for knowing the defects of 9 | 


Jo. viit, Self- love 18 blinding. nvy and malice 
piercing 3 The faults of others are 8 to a * 
mind. | 


0 E *τ R 4 . 


Sorrostxc all men 8 faults, ſome excellences atid 
virtues would be loſt too, Gal. vi. 1, &c. Col. tit. 12 &c. 
To rebuke and admoniſh, requires great wiſdom. Both ſxill 
and authority belong to people of exalted virtue. Chapala 
judgements are uſually 1 wp ſt juſt, and always the 
winning. Through idleneſs, 3 — are led to think and — 
evil one of another; rivalſhips ſtill m more, 8. C Our own 29 
28 guilt often prompts evil ſuſpicions, and evil 4 
C. Yea, ſome are apteſt to 1 in others, the vices t 


wn they chemſelves are moſt _—— Moms: © $98 


4 
c H/ A P. XIV. 


bier. I 29. Sacred things are 2 to be 2 7 


t. vii. 


It . 


\ VEN the wiſeſt and moſt 88 prece pit not be 

preſſed upon mei of every diſpoſition, Mat. x. 11, There 

| — of ai and occaſions when it is not our duty to inculcate re- 
ligion, Acts xiii. 45, &c. Ph. iii, 2. Pſa Xxii. 16, 1 Tim, 1. 
20, 2 Tim. iii. 8.—iv. 14, 15. > Thoſe who wallow in ſenſual 
pleaſures, are the apteſt of any to turn advice into ridicule and 
contempt, 2 Pet. ii. 22. Ex. xxii. 31 Mat. xv. 26. We ought ' 
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„ Exfttcrtons on Tit 


Umowingly make other people worſe. © Thoſe who-art gives 
pleaſures, are not only diſguiſed in the ſhape of 
beafts, but enlowed, likewiſe, with their ſavage diſpoſitions. _ 


0 E M ER 4 1. 


N xcxss Axx wiſdom is often miſtepreſented as party manage - 
ment, confederacy, or dangerous diſſimulation. Obſtinate of- 

fenders do what they can, to bear down the zealous friends of 
*holineſs ; which, yet, they muſt not dread. We ſhould en- 
*deavour. to be well with thoſe that hate us,  Brgrg+ +. them 
(he rs candour. It is good to gain ſomething, if we gain 


> 
* 


* 


by 


Nw. * 


SECT. 130. | Falk Prophets to be "euarded againſt ; Mat. vil. 


| Initure of good and evil are —_—y and eternally rep 


f the heart. Tranſports of 5 


2 


tree, and renders it good. Withhold that, and fruits of righ- 
*teouſneſs mutt ceaſe, 1 Cor. xii. 1, &e. 2 Tim. ini. 559. 1 


V'ßä“ © 2 Oh. Ire <p 26h aA 00 
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FE 1 more difficult than moſt people chink n 


HISTORY. OF, CHRIST. By, 


ef a good ſpiritual director. Men may have a human call to 
teach, who yet are not to be truſted, 2 Pet. ii. 1. Oſtenta- 
tious piety is peculiarly hurtful, Rom. xvi. 18. 1 Tim. vi. 
5. Mat. v. 4, 11, 24. It becomes very near a lie, to be on the 
fide of truth only by chance What firſt preſents itfelf, is not 
the eſſence, but the appearance; and from this only, we ought 
never to judge of perſons. Doctrines do not always ſhew what, 
men are, ſee Mat. xv. 12, &c.—xvi. 16.—xxill. 2, Ke. M. 
viii. 15 Lu. xii. 1. Whoever enriches himſelf, family and 
friends, by religious appearances, too clearly proves what he 
is. Likewiſe who Fae to the humours and pathons of his 
eople. Diſguiſe is ſure to fall of in an unguarded moment. 
The weightineſs of truth, or the danger of error, are beſt known 
from the natural effects of both. Deceivers once known,” 
ought never to be depended upon. Chriſtianity muſt not be 
concluded falſe, from the abſurdity af any fabulous ſyſtem, 


ny 
* 


Sner. 131. The goſpel doctrine made perſe#t by works ; Mat. 
1 | Mi. 24, &c. Lu. vi. 47, &c. A * 


2 DittcenTLY conſider CHRIS T's rules, with the difficul- 
ties both external and internal of obeying them; and, next, 
weigh the greatneſs of his rewards, Eph. iii. 17. 1 Tim i. 5, 
19. Haſty profeſſions and engagements feldom abide conſtant, 
So joint violences of temptation, ſufferings and death, are not 
ſufficient to overwhelm the ſincere chriſtian. © The founda- 
tion of vice is laid without judgement, A ſoul once loſt, is 
irremediably ſo, after death. This is the greateſt error in religi- 
on. What a horrible abſurdity is it, to believe and act contra- 
ry to what we believe? To know the goſpel, is, to know how, 
to apply it in the regulating our minds and manners. 


LEN EERE&S 


Tre hopes of the judicious and penetrating, are able to a- 
bide the ſtricteſt trial. Practice is the means of perfecting 
one's ſelf in any art ; and requires both time and patience. We 
ought never to grudge theſe, who build for eternity. There 
are many well thought of, who paſs their whole life in prac- 
tiſing the means to acquire holineſs, and who die without 
having acquired it, by negleCting the end. Every virtue and 
duty ſhould be practiſed in it's proper place. e firſt error 
Þ religion is, not to be convinced of it's neceſſity ; and the ſe- 
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REFLECTIONS ON THE 


2 * ot jo do all that we can, to acquire the knowledge” 
Wo | 7 ledge ; 


'SECT. 132. Mat. vii. 27, &c. Lu. vii. 1. 


4 * 


4 > 
* 


Fen the natural ſtrength of truth is very great. The multi- 


tude are often the moſt defirous to learn, and to be affected 


"with proper evidence. It isa good promiſing ſtep, to admire 
Fe ſy $9 holineſs of CazisT's word, but not all. Au- 
tho 


thority ſerves inſtead of eloquence. Let us rejoice in the ho- 
our and pleaſure till, of attending ſuch pg. diſcourſes, 


a 


G E N E R A L.. 5 


CnrrsT's pure doctrine and confirming miracles were e- 
qually wonderful, comp. 1 Mac. ix. 27.— iv. 41. Lu xvii, 
16. He was not only an L of the law, but, in ſome 


reſpects, the LogD of it. To Tpeak to the purpoſe is more ne- 


ceflary, than to ſpeak in a ſtudied manner. Practice is pre- 
rable to the joy of amazement, however great, comp. If: 


Xxviii. 16, 8&c/ 1 Pet. ij. 6. 1 Cor. Mi. 10. Teachers ate to 
be diſtruſted who employ themſelves rather about the ſtyle, 
than the matter. What does not touch the heart, cannot gain 
attention. On the knowledye of the heart, all true eloquence 


— 


is founded. He that reads the precepts of our Saviour with a 


feſolution to profit by them, will find them clear and deciſte. 


Becr. 133; The Leper cleanſed; Mat. viii. I, Kc. Mu. I, 40z 


&c. Lu. v. 12, &c. 


5 ö To ſtoop to the relief of human wants and miſeries is the | 
way to engage people to follow their beſt intereſts, * The di- 


vine power is his will, both in nature and grace, Gen. i. 3. 


This prayer exprefles in livel Re the whole energy of 


the ſoul under want. When ſhall men be equally ſolicitous for 


5 their ſpiritual, as for their bodily and tempotal concerns? 
Mercy is a ſure ſpring of benevolence. There is hope in 


at of Cur1sT, even for the moſt miſerable. * The letter 


of the law may be overlooked, at times, to obtain the ſpirit of 
it, comp. Lev xt. 46. 2 Kings iv. 34. © Modeſty with fai 


BF fure objects of our Saviour's love. His miractes were, i 


ſignifi: 


H1sToRY or cunisr, if 
Agvification, the ſame with his doctrine. They gave mutual 
credit and authority. Much conſiſts in the manner of beſtow- 
ing. Here is grandeur, chearfulneſs, and fimplicity, united 


in perfection. Good miniſters do what they can, to prevent 
ſcandal and jealouſy. It marks a regular, believing ſpirit, to 
. fubmit to divine order. . Loye and gratitude delight in pub 
liſhing their e Exceſs of this, when it happens, is 2 
very pardonable fault. * True benevolence, like miniſtering be- 

nevolent ſpirits, wiſhes to conceal itſelf, ' A fuitable pattern, 
to all goſpel teachers. Familiarity engenders contempt, among 
weak minds, and is apt to cloy. They who hope for ſucceſs 
to their beſt inſtructions, ſhould pray for the divine bleſſing 
upon them. Scenes of bufinels, and great applauſe, have pe- 
culiar need of ſeaſons to retire from them to devout exerciſes. 
Thus we recover new life for action, and all our empty ſpa» 


GENERAL, 


Be . malady of fin, or any cher oder ever ſo inye- 

e, there is grace and power wi Redeemer to 
55 4 them. Retiring „ be ür of t matters. 
The moſt ſublime virtue is that which connects active and con- 
templative together. That ſtate has, of all others, the moſt 
need of devotion, in which there is moſt danger. In the ma- 
ments of ſacred communion, divine love is ſhed abroad in the 
heart of the worſhipper, and expands in devout beneyolence, 
8. C. In imitating CHRIS T's retixement, we 2 8 that man 
is made for devotion; and that in the exerciſe of it, our ſouls 

return into their reſt, S. C. 1 = 7 


SxcT. 134 The Servant of the Centurion healed ; Mat. vi 
«8 $5, &c. Lu. vii. 1, &c. pt gs, 


TRR eloquence of petitioning lies in preſenting our re- 
queſts ſhortly and plainly. All who are truly good will endea- 
N82 to make theid domeſtics happy; being the coun 
to ourſelves, and needful to lighten their yoke. The well- 
| bred are gentle, infinuating, and ready to ſuccour the poor. 
„A noble pattern for maſters, who ſhould be in place of fa- 
thers to ſervants. Generoſity procures intereſt. It is trul 
noble, in the heart of temptations, to retain principles not on- 
. jy of Uderality and humanity, but of pure piety. Humility 


1 


„ REFLECTIONS, ON THE 
ſhines moſt in plentiful circymſtances, and an honourable ſta, 


tion. We are all equal in the fight of Gop, notwithſtand, 
ing the inequality of our conditions. Nothing can be ſo flat, 
tering, as to render thoſe happy, who live with us. © * 
re they who rely upon CHRIs T's word. They are moſt 
ilk. ike, Who cannot refuſe to do good. Other people's 
misfortunes ſhould render us ſingularly eloquent. Lively 
faith and a profound humility go together. Proud 8 
/ 


* 


4 


tion will retard any cure. = They uſe the world properly, 
who raiſe their minds by it to things ſpiritual. Divine power 
is not confined to certain methods, or means. We can hardly 
fill our minds with too boundleſs conceptions of this loye, Eph. 
I. 19, &c. Phil. iii. 21. * Thus virtuous heathens, in the 
great day, will riſe up and condemn thoſe who enjoyed much 
more frequent and powerful means of true piety and belief. 
How very humbling to Jewiſh pride? comp Mat. iii 9. 
en ts the feaſt of noble, virtuous ſouls. Admiration ſhould 
; from what is commendable We never ſtand fairer 
for the praiſe of CurrsT,' than when we fee ourſelves unde, 
{rving-of his notice, comp. Lu xviii. 14. Our ideas of the 
like to come muſt be ſet forth in phraſes taken from agreeable 
objects and affairs of this world. To be united to chole whoſe 
virtues were dear to mankind, and to later objects of our own 
firſt and pureſt love, is bleſſed hope indeed, 8. C. *The cone 
verſion of the heathens is thus clearly forętold, that we may 
ay in faith for it. i Repentance in hell is bitter and fruit- 
2 ; full of vexation and rage. They muſt imitate the Patri- 
archs, who hope to dwell with them. How aggravating, to 
Tee thoſe ſaved, who never heard of CHRIST, and his bene... 
ts! The value and importance of goſpel benefits ought to ex- 
cite holy deſires after them. n Goodnefs often grants more 
than is ſought, and never inclines to fall ſhort. * Genuine 
lively faith is the fountain and meaſure of all other gifts and 
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2 8 E N E M.A LJ, An e bi 
_ Tarn is a force in real goodneſs, to conquer the moſt in- 
vetetate prejudices. Human enjoyments ney fade. and. 

decay, but are often blaſted in the bud, or the bloſſom, S. C. 
The beſt human virtue is only a faint emanation from the Al- 
mighty. When appearances are moſt unfavourable, we ought 
not, E to deſpond, Hab. iii. 17, &c. 1 Kings xvii. 
14, Ke. Cicero ſays, with good ſenſe, and a noble N 
3 e 


3 23 51 


HIS TORT OT efffisf + 


k ſentiment, * That as the limbs of a man are moved juſt as 
« the mind wills and diĩrects, without any oppoſition; fo all 
& things are governed, and can be moved or changed by the 
« will of Gop.”. There is often great goed, where leaſt is 
_ expected, and from ſuch, it is highly proper to learn, comp. 
Acts iii. 26. Mat. x. 6. To pleaſe ſuperiors by proper means, 
is not the loweſt kind of merit. We ſeldom live long, with- 
out ſomething to allay our happineſs; to tell us, that we are 
men; and that man is born to trouble, 8. C. ers an 
have met with diſappointment in the purſuit, or po of 
ſome favourite object, 8. C. 4 O02: ARE 


+ x - 1 


| Seer. 135. The Widow's Son is raiſed ; Lu. vii. fr, && f 


Ho providential an occurrence, not only for the poor 
mother, but for nn en the whole inhabitants? 
The moſt engaging manner of conferring benefits ſhould be 
ſtudied. Freedom and tenderneſs more than doubles the va- 
hue of evety favour. Compaſſion ſweetens, is graceful,” and 
kes the woes and-eauſe of other people our own. It is 
ounded on the trueſt knowledge of human nature; and is e- 
ver moſt ſtrongly felt by thoſe who have been unfortunatg. 
Widowed others feel the loſs of children moſt ſenfibly. The” 
ſweeteſt flowers are often ſhort in duration, as they are moſt 
leaſing to ſenſe. Be a voluntary benefactor, and yon will 
beloved as the ſun, 8. C. The morning of, life is ew 
clouded with pain, and darkened with the ſhadow. of death, 
8. C. Many plealing hopes are laid in the duſt, 8. C. Our 
darling infants, who ſeem to us as loſt, do yet ſleepin CHxIsT, 
and Mall be given back again. He has (Hl the keys of death 
and the invifible world Tears, fighs, and lamentations of 
fympathy, are natural marks of tenderneſs for the afſſicted 3 
and declare the wiſhes of love, when nothing better is in our 
powers To velieve want and ſuffering, is one of the moſt ex- 
<uiſite pleaſures of life- No calamity is more moving, thary 
the flower of virtue cropt before it's time. 4 Jzsvs'is the life 
of every man, and aſſo of the dead, Jo xi. 25. * Great con- 
firmation of * Theſ. iv. r3 3 and only ſolacement, under one 
of our moſt awful trials. Welebme, chou meſſenger of thy 
Father's love! How illuſtrious thy mirades?! How important 
thy doQtrine ! How beneftcent and amiable” the whole of thy 
behaviour ! Oh, that our Ives, in their humble ſphere, 8 
idee. 
Tho 


bolike his, eioche of aduve virt Ses ant graves Dr. Doddri 


we 


* REFLECTIONS ON THE 


The hap ieſt of all arts, is to make the cloſe of one ious awd 
A ion the beginning of another. 


6 KE N E R 4 UL. 


Frans are a natural FAR of relief, and have nothing en. 
if in them. | Compaſſion: ever beats in the veins of -nobje 
4 It meets every motion on the relieving ſide. For this, 
piety is the trneſt preparative. Let early deaths remind us 
= our day is far ſpent, S. C. Parents are attached by in- 

& to their children; in whom their i is renewed, and 

714 expect their memory to be embalmed, 8. C. The deſire, 
eeing many days is natural; and, if ſuch add a deſire of 

| ſerving Gon, and of teaching wiſdom to the ſucceeding race, 
may their deſires be accompliſhed, S. C. The happieſt uni- 
L muſt be n and the ove! of * Rus 
with it. 


* | * * 


of 6 H 14 v. *. 5 ; 
Y | | A 8 


brer. 136. A; ently of 7 Jahn ts chris, Mat, Al. a, be. 


Ln. vii. 18, &c. 


AS ought ever to be rational, 2 Pet. ü. 15. » „Ear 
| is among the laſt of our tharoughly ſubdued ene- 
mies; W wiſe and holy teachers, like John, will ſet them-' 
elves the more to eradicate ſo great an evil. Paſtoral love and 
| humility knows how to become weak, with the weak; or has 
holy addreſs to hide knowledge, for the good of ſouls... © See 
Reflexion. 4 Though CHRIST refer himſelf to evidence, 
certain perſons, without authority, would have us to believe 
on their on word. Teſtimony from deeds is the moſt: ſure, 
To bear verbal witneſs of one's ſelf, ſhould, as much as poſſible, 
be aveided. CHRIST 's anſwer was imple, and full of dignity.” 
It is prudent to direct inſtruction to what we know is, 
or will be moſt, objected againſt, comp. 1 Cor. i. 23, cc, 
They who ſpeak not to be admired, but underſtood, will way 
themſelves to . — meaneſt capacities; and ought moſt to 
1 referred. The occupations of the multitude leave but little 
iſure to form proper ſentiments of their own. The Jews 
ketle ehought of this. . n n pot 


-H13TO0Rt of ciHrisT * 


Eminence z and ſtrong corroboration of all John's former teſtis 
monies. Impoſtors are moſt apt to court the rich and | great 
though the poor, in Goy's ſiglit, are often the moſt valuable. 
f Happy they, who hear and read CHRIST's word without pre- 
judice! They who moſt accurately inquire into his credentials, 
will be moſt effeQually eorivinced and imprefſed by them; and 
they who are exerciſed with doubts for a while, by unezpeQted 
incidents, are ſure to be confirmed, 1 Pet. i. 7; | 


TENER A UL. 


. ARGUMENT, and not authority, eſtabliſhes the mind in con- 
viction. Even the fuſpicion of arrogance ought to be avoided; 
the better to conciliate affection to an admoniſhing inſtructor, 
It is a great and rare excellence, to ſpeak with the vulgar, but 
to think with the wiſe. To deſign amending the goſpel is, to 
blame and condemn it. The worſt offence againſt CHRIS is, 
when we take pains to convert others from his good paths ; 
dr endeavour to ſoften the goſpel by a looſe morality. Life 
neither requires nor will. admit of long ſubtle ſpeculations; 
What is of greateſt neceſſity in human life, is not left incapas 

ble of determination and diſcovery: 5 | 
SecT. 137. Chriſt's teflimony to John ; Mat: xi. J, &c. Lu! 


VII. 24 &c. , 


© © Tax characters of good men and teachers, ſhould be faith: 
fully defended behind backs, for the fake of their uſefulneſs 3 
whereas praiſe, in preſence, is ſuſpicions, corrupting. True 
riends are faithful, in a day of adverſity. b Steadfaſtneſs is a 
3 virtue, and peculiarly requiſite in miniſters of religion. 
e there be, who vary from themſelves daily in judgement; 
will and conduct. They who conform to the world are n 
likely to prevail againſt it. When exceſs and ſoftneſs deſcend 
among teachers, the ruin of a kingdom is nigh. - * Ta 8 
the way for CRIs r in the ſoul is, to reſemble John Baptift/ 
Knowledge and Sanctity of life render a. man great in thd 
E SETS TESTS, Bon o55r; N 
98 | L 


'Sncv. 138. Mat. xi. 12, &c. Lü. xv. 16, Kc. 


„% REFLECTIONS ON THE | 


dom of heaven is too glorious a prize to be acquired by faint 


_ wiſhes, and inactive defires, Mat. vii 13, 14, Some who 


ſhould be readieſt to open the door, rather attempt to keep out 


90 They reſembled in zeal and fidelity, as every true paſtor 


ought. A good will is like ears to the mind. Pray and en- 
deavour after them without ceaſing. Men have a capacity for, 
and therefore are obliged to conſider and obey what is deliver- 


ed. There are ſome things upon which one cannot think too 


If you take pleaſure in hearing, you will become wiſe. 


much. Some men are incurable, becauſe they are inacceſſible, 


1 


Secr. 1 39. The Phariſees and Lawyers expoftulated with ; 
Mat. xi. 16, &c. Lu vii. 29, &c. | 


2 UNBELIEF is ſour and untractable; and turns the beſt mes 
dicinal remedies into diſeaſe. Thoſe who ſet up for oracles of 


wiſdom are often childiſhly obftinate and perverſe. Not even 


miracles can captivate all. There was nothing ſingular in the 
life of CyrI1sT, but his ſanctity, who is our lawgiver and pat- 
tern. The children of wiſdom fall in with it's meaſures ; and 
improve, as well as applaud them. “ Some will rather blame 
virtue herſelf, than eſteem it in thoſe whom they do not love. 
To abuſe and injure the humane and condeſcending, is pecu- 


| harly ungrateful True devotion is neither ruſtic nor auſtere, 


By honeſt methods we ought to make ourſelves beloved, if we 
would effect good purpoſes. The children of wiſdom are 
candid, and readily advert to the counſel of Got, Such differ- 
ence between CyrIsT and his forerunner, as to manner, was 
excellently well adapted to Gop's glory, and the good of man- 


kind. True wiſdom makes every thing ſubſervient to eternal 


happineſs; and thus finds ſufficient cauſe to juſtify Al Micn- 
Tr Gor. Nothing proper for the ſalvation of men was left 
undone by Caur1s'r. By condeſcenſion and openneſs, he be- 
gat confidence and love. Whatever meaſures good men take, 
will not eſcape the cenſures of the world ; thertfore, they 
ought not to be concerned for them. Merit will not do, if it 
de not ſeconded by agreeableneſs or the gift of pleaſing. Ex- 


' ._ Eeffive ſeriouſneſs is a burden. True religion fhuns ex- 


tremes. ; 
Vai rixs inthe conduct of providence do beautifully, is 
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HISTORY OF CHRIST. gt 


well as effectually adapt themſelves to his moſt wiſe purpoſes.” 
Some would have Gon to make another world, and other 
beauties, to ſatisfy their extravagant and whimfical fancies. 
Without loving the vanities of life, we ought not to make our- 
ſelves ridiculous, by oppoſing the cuſtoms of the times, The 
ſources of falfe judgement are, haſte, pride, envy, vanity. Pri- 
vate converſation, with viſible pledges of friendſhip, brings 
forth amiable qualities to the beſt advantage. The oppoſers 
of revelation ſtill agree but indifferently with one another. 
Chriſtian perfection conſiſts in doing the moſt common things 
religiouſly. Nothing can ſatisfy unbelieving and vicious men, 
who reject all the means Gop makes uſe of for their conviction; 
and even take occaſion, from thence, to harden themſelyes ſtill 
more. | | ; | 


Scr. 140, The impenitent cities reproved; Mat. xi. 26, 8&0. 
| SON Lu. x. 13, &c. , + 
a GREAT is the power of miracles, to produce belief and o- 
bedience, Jo. xv. 24. Lu. xvi. 31. Jo. iii. 5. They are 
wholly without excuſe, who hold out againſt the greateſt 
means of conviction and offers of mercy. To improve divine 
judgements is our duty; not to pry into them. Luxury, pride, 
and contempt of 12 2 are the common crimes of rich trad- 
ing cities, comp. Jud. viii. 7. If. xxili 9. Ezek. xxviii. 2, 5, 
17, 22, Am. i. 9, 10. Malice invincible muſt be ſharply re- 
proved, for the benefit of others, For ſome time, the good- 
rieſs of heaven is not obſtructed even by extreme ingratitude. 
Recolle&ed favours and benefits will overwhelm the impeni- 
tent. The whole deſign of the goſpel is, to bring down hu- 
man infolence. They whom people moſt abhor, may be a 
great deal leſs criminal than themſelyes. There is a differ- 
ence of pain in hell, anſwerable to the nature and number of 
people's treſpaſſes. The contempt and abuſe of Gop's word 
from eminent teachers, is one of the greateſt. < 
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IT is a bleſſed thing, to prevent horrors of conſcience at the 

hour of death. An impenitent profeſſing Chriſtian is worſe 

than a heathen, Tit. i. 16. 2 Pet. ii 20. Mere ſorrow of heart 

argues not always an effectual change. Too many people ſtand - 

high in their own conceit, mY from the number and greatneſs 
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of their external priviledges. Pride in wealth and knowledge 
is the moſt difficult fin of any to convert; and ſhall, in the 
end, be moſt abaſed. The fame means operate differently ups 
on different perſons. We have no title to inquire, why ſuch 
aiyantages were conferred, Job. xxxili. 123. 


"TE 5 5 d 5 C H A P. XVI. > : 

ö f / ; | : : 
Sxor, 141. The Woman which was a ſinner converted ; | 
E Lu. vil. 36, &c. | | 


. / | 0 
? IVIL manners ought ever to be encouraged. . d Ardent 
defire breaks through ordinary reſtraints of ſhame and 
egremony. A true pepitent hates what he once loyed; ang. 
loves what he once hated. We ſee here, with how much 
goodneſs the Saviour of the, world receives true converts, and 
pardons their former ſins. The ſouls health ardently ſought 
after, takes pleaſure in abridging the means of vain corporeal 
gratification. * 4 Sinners, who repent, -ought never to be turn- 
ed from, or upbraided. A right inſtructor will always be 
courteous, Reproofs, however juſt, ſhould be mildly given. 
f The zeal of penitence js wonderful. Conceited righteouſ- 
neſs is juſt the reverſe. 5 The confeſſions and prayers of teaps 
dre more than all words. Improve diſtreſſes of every kind, as 
means of virtue, and grounds of praiſe, 8. C. The remem- 
brance of our guilt may be retained, to warm our love and 
zeal. Moſt caſonable condeſcenſions will ſometimes expoſe 
to the cenſures of the ſelf-conceited. * True godlineſs rejoiceth 
at the gogd of others, Pardons of this kind, none of the pro- 
phets could pretend to. Make haſte to Iasus for remiſſion! 
Fear not either the number or greatneſs of thy fins. - This 
- mode of correction is mannerly and courteous. CartisT both 
abſolveth and comforteth. A noble pattern to evangelical mi- 
niſters, ſo far as'power is lodged with them. He 1s ſilent up- 
on this diſparaging idea, and inſtantly relieveg the woman from 
guilt and puniſhment. | N V 


N 


Pix of dreſs lead he laid . with other ſins. The 
more chat penitents have formerly tranſgreſſed, the me — 
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diflike themſelves; and thus, even their guilt doth turn out to 
gracious ends. The ſeverities of uncharitable men ought not 
too much to annoy us, when we have the reviving words of 

our great Saviour to hear. Tenderneſs for guilt is highly ag» 
gravated by the confeſſion of it. Contraſts give great 3 
and vivacity to deſcriptions. e + 


Sacr. 142. One poſſeſſed of à blind and dumb devil is cured 3 
Mat. xii. 22, &c. M. iii. 20, &c. Lu. xi. 14, &c. 


* ADMIRAT10N- and hope are the natural effects of Carx1sT's 
miracles, rightly underſtood. How aſtoniſhing, therefore, 
is the blindneſs of the preſent Jews? Natural affection, and 
imagined prudence from thence, may be miſtaken. © More- 
deplorable ſtill, is the condition of a ſinner, led captive by Sa- 
tan at his will. 4 Such earneſtneſs to be improved is a plea- 
wy ſight to true goſpel miniſters. © See Reflections d. . f Shame- 

ſs and blind blaſphemy ! What a conſolation is this to the 
falſely accuſed ? Men often put the worſt conſtruction on e- 
very thing ſaid or done to benefit them, 8. C. The more diſ- 
ciples truth gains, the more violent her enemies become. 
Jo impute that to evil motives or principles which is „ is 
the very extreme of a malignant temper. The love of money 
and place are ſources of evil-ſpeaking, S. C. Being always 
worlted in argument by Jes us, they endeavour to Sil 
from him the hearts of the people. Care for reputation, yet 
neglect not duty, By that very calumny, they admit the re- 
ality and greatneſs of our Loxp's miracles. Some attend ſa- 
cred miniſtrations, only to make remarks; to give the beſt 
things a malicious, unreaſonable turn; and to fink thoſe, if poſ-- 
ſible, whom they envy. The great ſpectacle of nature is more 
ſtriking than any miracle, and yet does not always operate. 


'SeCT. 143- Chrift anſwers to the blaſphemies of the Phariſees 
and Scribes ; Mat. xii. 25, &c. M. iii. 23z,&c. Lu: xi 17, &c. 


2 How ſhould this very knowledge have confounded them? 
To be unconcerned under the greateſt calumnies, is a mark of 
ſolid piety; ſtill more, to retain meekneſs and charity; moſt 
of all, to inſtruct ſuch at large. Men, | blinded by paſſion, 
gan reſiſt the moſt powerful means of conviction. o They 
"who oppoſe truth out of a ſpirit of envy, uſually fall — 
n a groſs 
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groſs inconſiſtences. Diviſion ruins every thing; whereas us 
nity gives ſtrength. Broils are the moſt implacable. © Ihe 
dothime of J asus is more evidently ſubverſive-of unrighteouſ- 

nefs, than that of any other which ever ſubſiſted in the world, 
Deliverance from fin and death is as certain by CRRIS T, as 
the miracles of Moſes formerly were figns of his divine miſhon. 
Affections have a great ſhare in our judgements; and make 
us ſometimes condemn that in one, which we approve in an- 
other. Wherever is the Spirit of Gop, there allo is the king 
ont eee TS ends ener id 


Scr. 144. Max, through fin, become the houſe of Ja, 
tan. 'Jesvsdid caſt out devils, even in ſpite of Beelzebub z and 
therefore muſt have firſt bound him. By what he did in the 
bodies of men, he hath ſhewed plainly what he came to do in 
the ſoul. - CxrisT oppoſed Satan by force, and not by agree- 
ment, Return, O Gon, by thy divine ſon, and take full poſ- 
ſeſſion of thy rights | > How much more are malicious oppolers, 
like the devil, Phariſees, hypocrites, and other emifiivies a- 
gainſt CnRIs T F? As there is concord among the wicked to 
deſtroy, ſo ought there to be among the good, to counteract 
them. In vain do men ſeek for ways of accommodating the 
goſpel to the puxpoſes of vice. Indifference coſts little, and 
the erroneous, at times, are bittexy. There is a tendency to 
flight opinions, we are not acquainted with, 8. C. It is a diſ- 
cafe of ſectariſts to think and ſpeak uncharitably, 8. C. Ma- 
ny, from want of declaring, betray and deſert the truth, comp. 
Rev. iii. 16.—xviti 4. —1xi 8. It is left to no ſubſeQ, whe- 
ther they will adhere to, and defend their king, or not. Be- 
tween loving Cayr1sT, fo as to ſerve him, and being his ene- 
my, there is no medium. Plauſible ſubtilties, to reconcile 
confcience to reaſons of eaſe, or ſtate, is baſe treaſonable trim- 
ming, comp. Jo. xi. 48.—xviii, 3). They who gather not with 

RIST, Waſte their time and labour both, in what will turn 


to no ſolid account. They who attend to this noble maxim 
of divine wiſdom, ſecure to themſelves everlaſting riches.. 


" 


SECT. 145. Mat. xii. 31, &c. M. iii. 28, &c. Lu. xii, 8, &c. 


Ir is of the nature of wiſe goodneſs, to warn from guilt 
and danger. A true penitent is never rejected; but to ſin out 
of malice, is perverſion in the extreme ® Such are heretics in 
the worſt ſenſe of that expreſſion, being condemned ht” 
FEY] 15 5 elves 


HISTORY OF CHRIST: 


felves, Tit. iii. 10. © Even numbers of thoſe who crucified 
Cunisr, from being miſled, were forgiven after the miſhon 
of the holy Ghoſt z but ſuch as rejected this laſt great evi- 
dence, died in their ſins, Heb: ii. 2, &c. 'Fhus doth CHRIS 
defend the Father's glory, above his own. He endured in the 
fleſh, what he will. not after the miſſion of the Spirit. Even 
the moſt neceſſary ſelf-vindication ſhould always be in the 
meekneſs of wiſdom. They who cannot deny the facts of 
Chriſtianity, and yet oppoſe it's doQtrines, have great reaſon 
to tremble. No humble ſoul ought, therefore, to meditate 
cauſeleſs terrors to themſelves. © It is a fearful thing to refit 
truth, when it is diſcovered to us, and to quench the divine 
operations in our hearts. Blaſphemers of truth, Who are 
powerful and popular, do amazing hurt. Few Scribes and 
hariſees did yield to the truth, when the people were con- 
rerted in crow 98 | ; 


| Sxcr: 146. Mat. xii. 33, &c. Lake '#,. 45. | 


Ir we would know our hearts, let us view our actions. 
Lies muſt be accounted for; much more, bitterly and cauſo- 
 teſgfy injurious ones; but moſt of all, againſt authoriſed hea- 
teachers. How perfect is goſpel holineſs ?: © 'The worſt 
f ſinners are thoſe trained up te viee by ill parents, EWNͤ 
communication pours the poiſon of the heart among many. 
This ſting of charity is not uſed, but in order to heal, CHRIST 
had prior to this confuted their blaſphemy, with great com- 

poſure and irreſiſtible force of argument Gus, the moſt 

artfully diſguiſed, betray themſelves in an unguarded moment. 
« We may judge of. our ſtate, from our ordinary diſcourſes, 
comp. Col. iv. 6-w#b.17. Tit. ii 8 Such a thought from 
the mouth of our divine Saviour ſhould make the beſt to trem- 
ble, leſt they miſtake their glory, Pſal. xvi. g. —- XXX. 12 A 
road treaſure of Chriſtian knowledge and experience, gr 

freedom, variety, and ſpirit, to Ain diſcourſe, e Mal. 
Ii. 16, 17. The tongue is as the pulſe of a man's under- 
ſtanding and virtue. A taſte for religious converfation, ſhould 
fweeten the mind, and wean the heart from calumnies, S. C. 
Much diſcourſe that may ſeem innocent is not ſo, 8. C. Evil 
ſpeaking will never be checked effectually, while the love of 
vice remains, 8. C. The hearts of the good are full of mat- 
ter, and great views,. In long, frequent, and heedleſs inter- 


8 
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without uſe or nece 
_ courſe tending, by innocent mirth, to exhilarate the ſpirit, is 
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views, all the pride, and folly, and malice of the heart boils 6. 
ver, 8. C. e BP, 1 n 


CN rA . 


Wx ſhould decline giving of characters, eſpetially in re- 
ſentment, or envy, 8. . The government of the tongue 
ſhould be taught _—_ 8. C. Guard againſt much ſpeaking, 

ty, Pfal. xxxix. 1, &c.—cxlj. 3. Dif- 


not idle diſcourſe 3 more than time ſpent in neceſſary recrea- 
tion, is not idle time. Where ſo many are poiſoning the 
world with erroneous principles, arid vicious difcourſes, the 
zeal of godlineſs ſhould be rouſed to ſpeak of good things. 
Holy and benevolent affections flow forth with an affected 


freedom, to refreſh the ſouls and animate the graces of all z- 


round. Never ſuffer one word to paſs your lips, which can 
be interpreted againſt religion and morals. There may be e- 
legance, where there is little or rio eloquence z the one plea- 


ſes, the other captivates. Religion is only internal good diſ- 


Poſitions, and ſimilar acts followitig them, of their own ac- 
cord. No habitual lover of Go, truth, and virtue, can be 
indifferent of profeſſing them, or whether they ſucceed." To 
Apeak well, think and live virtuouſly, 2 Pet. ii. 18. Thoughts; 

once adjuſted, have words at command. 


[ 
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EH AB. XU. 
8xct. 14). be Scribes'and Phariſees require a- n ron 
- "Chriſt; Mat. xil. 38, &c. Lu. xi. 16, 29, Kc. 
» JT) ENEFICENT miracles agreed beſt to the etids of our 
Saviour. Irre iſtible means of conviction are not at 
proper. Unbelief, from pride and curioſity, is never to be 


fitisfied ; and ſuch diſorders, men of learning have moſt to fear: 
Rage of the heart is ſometimes diſſembled by gentle words. 


Sec. 148. See Reftexions , Sect. 147. 


us refurrection of Canter confirmed all his other mirs: 
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tles. Our wiſdom is to hear and improve the means we have, 
inſtead of demanding other evidences than Gov hath ſeen fit, 
Jo. vii. 46. Col. ii. 3. Rom. x. 8. To require miracles ſtill, is 
to affront and injure (0D 5 as if the former were inſufficient. 
That man wrongs the truth, who ſubmits to the caprice of it's 
enemies, in the manner of proving it. Jonas, like his great 
antitype, did preach falvation to the Gentiles. Impenitence, 
the greateſt of all evils, is the reſult of not heating CaeisT, 
Thoſe whom we would not imitate, ſhall bear teſtimony, againſt 
us ; eſpecially who have lived under fewer improving means. 


| Sec. 149. Tun words of Jonas were few, ind he did no 
miracles. Only think how great CHRIS T is, when you read 
his gaſpel, to increaſe reſpect, obedience and fidelity. -_ 


- Sxer. 140, Tun ardent defire of wiſdam, argues great 
worth. wiſer a teacher is, the greater is our obligatioi 
to regard him, without any other argument. | 


Scr. 151. I the beginning it is caſy to maſter any 
thing, but not ſo afterwards. A ſlave to vice is ever an agree- 
able dwelling to Satan. Sloth and cowardice open a wide d 
to temptation z and do often invite, Heb. iii. 13-—vi, 4-—x. 
26. ter ſome conſiderable progreſs, expect ſtill to be at= 
tacked, and prepare for it. The evil ſpirit. is beſt kept out by, 
good works, holy meditation, and prayer. o They who become 
careleſs, after being freed for a time from the world and it's 
paſſions, are ſure. to relapſe and become worſe; whence, they 
are judicially forſaken by the grace of Gon; and often die ob- 
ſtinate. O my heart, give all diligence, to keep thyſelf pure ! 
Entertain not, for a moment, the motions of pride, covetouſ- 
neſs, revenge, or diſcontent ! Temptation firſt is in the min 
a plain fimple thought; then improved to a ſtrong imagina- 
tion; that, again, enforced by a ſenſible delight; after whic 
come evil motions, aſſent of the will, and a finiſhing of 
work. The longer we defer engagement, the weaker we grow 5 
and the more our-adyerſary gathers ftrength. A great images 
like this, is much better than an exact one through all 

| 


| parts. 


| Bac: 162. How winch it profiteth to obey the evangelical da- 
| trine of Chriſt ; Lu. xi. 27, &c. 


„Tun happineſs bonbiſts ks ot in any fly & rouge 
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: .prerogatives, but in ſincere goſpel obedience. Such do fpiri- 


3 


tually conceive and bring forth CIS T, Mat. xii. 49, 50. It 
is the neareſt union to CHRIST, and ſhall, ere long, have op- 
portunities of the nobleſt and moſt intimate converſe with him. 


. Srcr. 153. Mat. xii. 46, Kc. u. lit, 31, Rc. Lu. viii. 19, Kc. 


. = 4a * * & . 
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2 REGARD to duty muſt be greater than eren the nigheſt 


2 relational love. * Parents ſhonld uſe with great diſcre- 
tion 


e right they have over their children; particularly while 


in ſacred office. How inſtructive is this anſwer! Our beſt 
relations upon earth are thoſe who have Gon for their Fa- 


ther; and who live with CnnIgr as his fiſters and brethren. 
In this, there is no difference made by age or ſtation; only, 


the more obedtent, the mote beloved. CHHIS r's love is con- 


fſtant and tender. How ill- founded is ſaperſtitious popiſn ve- 


neration for the blefſed virgin? A finer encomium upon obe- 
dience cannot poſſibly be conceived. The goſpel bath a ſpiri- 
tual kindred of it's own, by making a new birth, Jam, i. 18. 
1 Pet. i. 23. Union to CHRIS is a rich equivalent for the 


5 fatigue and expence which zeal- may occaſion. Pious friend- 
ſhip is preferane to kindred.” SE CIA 


- 8xcT. 134. The Parable of the Swen: Mat. xiii. 1, e. 
. iv. 1, Kc. Lu. viii. 4, &c. N 

Ax evangelical labourer allows himfelf but little time te 
reſt from relieving the want of ſouls. * An affectionate peo- 
ple, united to faithful paſtors, exhibits a true idea of the 


. church. *© To conceal truth in part, at times, provokes ſearch. 
All CnzsT's parables are borrowed from the plaineft and moſt 


bleſſed Lox p does not 
ſee and walk with advantage, profiting them by every object. 


familiar ſubjects, on parpoſe to be the better remembered. 
Even though not much minded, at the time, they are eaſily 
recollected afterwards, Parables require a fruitful invention, 
with quick and ſolid 2 Novelty is inſinuating. Our 

peak, but paint. He leads people to 


He is at once agreeable and profound. * Different tempers are 
differently affected, by the ſame doctrine. That diſcourſe 
is good in vain, which the perſon preſent will not attend to. 
Like the common way-ſide, is a heart hardened by fin, and 


| bearce penetrable by the moſt ſerious and awakening „ 
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No kinds of people ought to be excluded, beeauſe we know 
not the heart. Unleſs good thoughts and deſires enter deep 
into the ſoul, they will ſoon yield to religious difficulties: The 
way to fink under oppoſition is, not to know that there is any, 
or not. to fear them. All that is new, is pleaſing. 5 Search 
after and pluck up thoſe evil prejudicing roots. Where good 
and bad things grow up together, the laſt ſoon get the better. 
Secular luſts often fruſtrate promiſing, 2 and hopeful at- 
tempts. Bleſſed ſoily for receiving divine ſeed! Loxp GO, 
of thine infinite mercy, take the cultivation of mine ! * Like 
quantities ſpring not up in all, 1 Cor, ii. 14. Mat. xi. 17. 
Rev. xiv. 3. Reaſons enforce, but meditation ſupplies them 
with power. | Men, for a while, may be wiſely and uſeful. 

ly left to conjecture. Without attention and pains, a parabls 
fly muſt remain ſuch. L „ RE: 


6 KE N E R A 1. 


' Facn of CarisT's parables diſplay great wiſdom, and ſome 
of them demonſtrate his foreknowledge ;. and fo eſtabliſh the 
divinity of his doctrine. This manner was familiar to the an- 
cient prophets, and, of courſe, more accommodated to Jews | 
iſh taſte. They are, likewiſe, leaſt offenſive. The philoſo- 
phers made all things dark to their. hearersz and formed even 
their good arguments with great art and ſubtilty. The Phari- || 
ſaic myſteries were alſo numerous. By diligent ſearch gain is, 
doubled. The means of cenſuring are beſt taken from ſome, 
by buſying their minds to conceive. Even trifles, from a good 
turn given to them, become matter of ſolid converfation. E-. 
very line in the large book of nature tends to our inſtruction, 
when minds are rightly diſpoſed. Good ſowers ſeldom loſe 
the whole of their labours, though much of them. How few 
faithful ſouls ! How few affectionate and intelligent guides 
Inſtructions ought ever to be mingled with what will delight. 
The parables of our Logp are as much ſuperior to thoſe of old 
Plato, as the great truths which they ſignified. - What is ſim- 
ple by it's union, is eaſily and gradually unfolded ; and is much 
more entertaining than a number of unconnected things and 
thoughts, which require. conſtant apd weariſome attention. 
Mild domeſtic images are peculiarly pleaſant and uſeful. - 


N2 Huer, 


hurt, through craft and deceit. 
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Str. 155, The Parable of the Tres ; Mat. xiii. 24, Kc, 


Hal were the apoſtles and firft Chriſtian biſhops dead, 
khan the enemy filled the church with falfe and dangerdul 


principles. Paſtors, as much as may be, ought to guard a- 
painſt negligence and floth. They fow tares, in effect, who 


duo not hinder this to the utmoſt of their power. & It is not till 


the righteous begin to improve, that they experience much the 


malice of the wicked. See Reflections ©, Sect 156, Good 


and well-meaning 3 wiſh, that evil men and hypocrites 
in the church could all be caſt out; and that it might conſiſt 
only of fincere members; but Gon has not made provifion for 
this; Teſt the weak and good ſhould ſuffer with them. Nei- 
ther doth he always ſeng public judgements upon the wicked, 


leſt the innocent be involved in the calamity. Seed well fown, 


d cared for, cannot be taken away; tho' it may be very. much 

| Adveifaried take pleaſure in 
doing hurt, though with no advantage to themſelves. A zeal 

the raſh and precipitate, is much to be feared. Gop only 

ws, how far his patience toward the wicked ought to ex- 
tend, It is on account of the good, that the wicked are ſpar- 
ed. Time is given to the one, to grow ſtrong; and to the o- 
ther, to forſake their evil. ''There is no reſtraint upon magi- 
ſtrates and church aſſemblies to keep themſelves pure, but great 
obligation to lenity and patience, Rom. xiv. 1 Gal. vi. 1. 
2 Thel. iii. 14, & The erroneous are much more pardon- 
able, than the mhuman. It is leſs dangerous to ſuffer, than 
to take 2 by force. 4 After this, no offence ſhall remain 
in the kingdom of Gon; f6r the good can no longer profit the 


= ll, nor the ill be allowed to trouble the good. Gos alone can 


Igprivations gad alteviations of bad conduct. 


nfallibly diſcern truth from falſehood, and know the various 


ef « 
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* Gov's willing fervantsare made ſufficiently ſtrong for every 
temptation. are falfe teachers, who wreſt by ſubtle in- 
derpretations, for the purpoſe of gratifying evil affections. 


Good mixtures; with what is bad, doth but the more effec- 
tually deceive. What a happineſs is it, by the word and 
grace of Gon, to grow up and be fruitful ? We muſt ſeek and 


take from CnrI1sT the rules of our behaviour as to errors and 


vices in others; and hence is the wiſdom and zeal of a true 


Poſter fully known. Miniſters ſhould not expect religion to 


flouriſh 
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flouriſh in their le, while thi gle due application z 
nor yet private Chriſtians in — rt without cultiva- 
tion. Admit not too great an averſion to men, on account of 
different ſpeculative ſentiments z left, by ſuch 1 „the 
s of knowledge be obſtructed, and the-cauſe of truth 
itſelf, The hiſtory of perſecution is full of the cruelleſt in- 
| humanities, which CHRIS r diſdains to be ſerved by. Actions 
are in mens power, but opinions not. In the other world will 
be admirable congruities. We are not to be prejudiced againſt 
the goſpel, if we ſee among Chriſtians ſome that fall into vice 
and error; but to ſtand upon our guard, and avoid the com- 
pany of wicked men, leſt we be ſeduced by them. Be chari- 
table, and do what can poſſibly be done to recover them. 


Bac r. 156. Parables of the Muſtard-feed, and Leaven 1 Mat. 
Kili. 31, &c. M. iv. 26, &c. Lu. xiii. 18, &c. Sections 
156, 157, 158. | | ls. 


Tus ought Chriſtian miniſters, with all their might, to 
preach, leaving, as did the apoſtles, the ſucceſs of their unit- 
ed labours wholly upon him who did ſend them forth. See 
Reflextons, Sect. 155, * How admirable are the operations 
of nature and grace ? Both have their meaſures and degrees. 
Both are next to imperceptible, at the preſent inſtant. The 
feed muſt be that of the word, and none other. To this 
power is given, when the ſowers both fleep and die. See Re- 
fections ©, Sect. 155. © When ſouls are well prepared for 
heaven, Gop withdraws them from the world. This, to the 
righteous, is the reaping time of everlaſting life. How terri- 

ble will the fickle of death be, to thoſe who are only in the 
blade of a fair profeſſion, or in an imperfect ear? See next 
Section carefully. Such myſtical ſimilitude is made uſe of, 
for fear of giving offence to the Jews, from an explicit aſſur- 
ance that all nations ſhould come into his church. The full 
import thereof is now made manifeſt. Nee de, 


SECT, 157. * Cnnisr is ſolicitous only to be inſtructive, 
and not to charm or ſurpriſe his auditors | v Humble and di- 
ligent labour is the glory of all true goſpel-miniſters. © How 
mall, at firſt, were the number of Jews, who believed in 
Car1sT? And, yet, how incredible the number of Gentiles, 
| afterwards, by their means, brought over to the knowledge of 
'GoD, and true religion? Weak, and in appearance — 
* * eee, eee | 1 
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ble apoſtles, did ſow the ſeed which ſprung up to cover moſt 
of the known world. Truth may be often depreſſed, for a 
time, but at length - riſes with double honour. How, encou. 
raging this parable, to the timorous, and next to deſpairing a- 
poſtles? comp. 2 Cor. iv. 7. A notable confirmation of the 
- goſpel. The goſpel affords to weary and fearful ſouls, a 
_ grateful. and ſecure celeſtial retreat. That muſt be the work 


of Gop, which has ſubdued the moſt famous conquerors of 


the earth, to eſtabliſh itſelf among them. To judge rightly of 
authors, we ſhould tranſplant ourſelyes to their countries and 


SECT. 158. * HERR, and in the former parable, are verifi. 
ed, Dan. ii. 7, &c. Mic. iv. comp. Gen. xviii. 6. The doc. 
trines of truth were not loſt, even in the enormous maſs of 
human paſſions, but did moſt ſignally convert mens thoughtg 
and defires to themſelves. Divine truth has a ſecret aſſimi- 
lating influence. EN | e 


Scr. 159: * IT is the glory of a teacher, to accommodate 
himſelf to his people's capacities ; and a chief part of Chriſtian 
wiſdom, to diſcover the heavenly world, in the natural. Bre- 
vity gains by pleaſing, what it loſes by ſparing. The manner 
of Cunisr's teaching, changed according to the nature of his 
ſubjects, and growing prejudices againſt him. The ſimple 
need only to be ſpoken to in a clear and eaſy manner. Coun- 
ſels muſt be ſweetened to people in power, comp. Judg. ix. 8. 
2 Sam. xii. 1.—xiv. 4. Parables carry in them both pleaſure 
and uſe; they, at once, inſtruct and wrap up; by which they 
make a gentle familiar paſſage into the human mind. Even 
| ſuch as are impatient of direct proof, will hear them. Sublime 

ints of doctrine are for advanced ſcholars, comp. Mat. xiii. 
4, &c. Neglect and enmity have no title to plain, ſimple, 
affectionate uſage, comp. Mat. xiii. 12, &c. Iſa vi 9, &c. 
Lu. xx. 19, &c. © When'truth hides herſelf, it is to humble 
lofty ſpirits, and to make them more diligent, under a proper 
- Tenſe of need. What a happineſs is it, to live in times of the 
brighteſt divine manifeſtations! And what an obligation to 
uſe theſe properly! Open my heart, O eternal wiſdom, to ap- 
prehend them thoroughly! 4 The genuine diſciples of truth 
partake of her greateſt ſecrets. . 8 


8er, 160. 
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$£cT, 161. Why Chrift ſpake to the multitudes in Parables 5 
Mat. xiii. 9, &c. M. iv. 10, &c. Lu. viii. 9, &c. 


IN doubts, there is no better expedient, than to conſult 
che wiſe; for, ſooner or later, that will anſwer our ex- 
pectation. 4 Great prudence muſt be uſed, in letting in 
truth upon weak and prejudiced minds. Variety takes off diſ- 
guſt. Labour and ſtudy help to ſubdue human pride. 
who, from humble belief, bring ſimple and honeſt defire along 
with them, may partake of the moſt ſecret things, Their way 
is always open to CurisT, and to his intelligent friends. 
Such as are not benefited by the truth, become uneaſy in 
themſelves; and thereby more averſe to it. * The fooliſh and 
unadviſed are as though they were both blind and deaf. The 
reproach of human nature is, to ſee, without uſing their ad- 
vantage; and therefore deſerves judicial treatment, verſe g. 
They hear a agg who liſten, conſider, and delight in 
CnRIs᷑r's words. People do not underſtand, who do not 
believe. Even for raſh and wicked deſpiſers, ſpace is uſually 
left for repentance. Good, that has been ſet at nought, comes 
often to be paſſionately deſired afterwards; and the piety of 
ſuch too, is often the moſt conſtant. 5 They ſee Ixsus in ef- 
fea, who ſee and feel the confirming power of his religion. 
The faith of the ancient ſaints is much to be -admired. On | 
abuſe of adyantages is more criminal, in proportion to 
greatneſs and number of them. , | 1 


GENER A L 


OnscvrrTrEs in ſcripture ſhould lead us both to pray, and 
religiouſly converſe. - Things, though uſeful, if not neceſ- 
fary, may for a time be hid. Whete poverty cometh through 
delault, it is not cruel to withhold; and leaſt of all, where 
offers of good are turned into occafions'of ill. To know what 
is high, and therefore obſcure, is worthy of great pains; tho' 
what is plain is of more importance: Chearful growing light 
ever opens upon the willing mind. Blindneſs ſpiritual, from 

want of reliſh, is at once a puniſhment and the cauſe of great- 
er. Things intelligible in themſelves, become ot e as 


I 
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the careleſs and captious. No body can be taught faſter, than 
he can learn. . 


SECT. 162. The Parable of the Sower explained 5 Mat. xiii. 
IIS, Kc. M. iv. 13, &c. Lu. viii. 14, &. 


WI prefacing diſcourſes, the attention of hearers ought 
to be excited Teachers of religion may learn from hence, 
what great reach of knowledge is neceſſary for them. * They 
to whom CHRIST doth diſcover truths above common, are pe- 
cultarly bound to love and good practice. Such as fplit ies 
rocks, when fairly pointed out, are quite inexcuſable. © Be 
the ſoil and ſeed both ever ſo good, men muſt co-operate. 
Want of concern to be benefited, gives ſin all poſſible advan- 
tages; and is the moſt frequent cauſe of unbelief, as well as 
of impenitence, Lu. viii. 12. Evil habits are ſure to overthrow 
light occaſional impreſſions. Behold in this deſcription; the 
bulk of mankind. How few watch againſt the loſs of goſpel 
ſeed, as againſt that of their ground ? Enemies of godlineſs 
are anxious to prevent e les gg Dirine truth is a 
truſt. When love of it reigns not in the heart, then that 
which. ſhould. give life, gives death. 4 Whoever wants the 
Toot of love, has no other than a ſtony heart. Fear, but withs 
out diſtruſt, the want of perſeverance. Times of trial are 
great proofs of integrity. How have we borne them ? Aﬀec- 
1 at the time, muſt be nouriſhed afterwards. Truth, when 
h is painful; becomes odious to the weak in principle and vir- 
tue. Rejoice with humility, even under the beſt impreſſions. 
The excellence and beneficial nature of truth, few, upon pro- 
per repreſentations, are able to reſiſt. They who ſeek Chriſe 
tian truths among anxious cares of the world, are ſure to be 
_ difappointed, Cut them away, if you would not utterly pe- 
- Tiſh. If the deſign be pods why ſhould it not be accompliſh 
ed? If bad, e ty We e ſtream 
of c tion, or go down with it, 8. C. It is by obeying 
the word only, that we receive and keep it. Degrees of dels 
neſs are different, as are deſires and capacities, even among 
the faithful. Firſt remove all prejudices and impediments; 
then conſider and meditate. Maxims of religious virtue ought 
to be at hand, night and day. The moſt fruitful ſhould 
be the moſt thankful ; and none of them proudly lifted up, 
feeing Gon is debtor to no man. Patience is a moſt neeeſ- 
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P life, Job v. 7. Study is the element of 
tne mind. | ay « 
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Coxrlic s with appetite, and oppoſitions from the world; 
are the teſts of integrity. A true Chriſtian gives himſelf whols 
ly up to heavenly guidance. Some people make no uſe of 
their life almoſt, but to hear; they never employ their facul- 
ties. They who love religious meditation, will neither be 4 
burden to themſelves, nor others. They have no leiſure to 
become melancholy and languid. It is better to do nothing at 9 8 
all, than to be buſy to no purpoſe. Haſte always begets un- 
timely births, that never attain to the life of immortality. The 
ſeience of religion is, of all other ſciences, that which requires 0. 
the cloſſeſt application; yet moſt, people think they know it, 
without theſe.* The . of their reluctance is, that they 
are afraid to know. When a Chriſtian firſt gives his heart to 
God, and fees the beauty of holineſs, and feels devout joy, 
he ſays, in the ardour of his love, I will keep all thy command- 
ments; but experience ſoon convinces him, that reſolution is 
weak, and that the heart is deceitful, 8. C. We: ought neis 
ther to be elevated by gleams of - devotion, nor too much de- 
preſſed by the want of them: No ſingle act doth conftitute 4 
charaGefr, 8. C. L233 * 


War. 


Ster. 163: See Mat: v. 15, Ke. Jo: Hl. 20, 41; 


Tun underſtanding of holy doctrine; is a clear unextins 
5 light. Faith muſt = made evident by good- works, 
way of teſtimony and example. Nothing in the doctrine of 
Ins us Ennis r fears the light. Leave it to libertines and he- 
retics, tb propagate their tenets in the dark. What humble goods 
heſs is concealed in this life, Gon will diſcloſe; in the day of 
eternity. True miniſters muſt be inſtant in ſeaſon, and out 
of ſeaſon, night and day. Sooner or later every goſpel truth 
will triumph. Some memorable ſentiments need to be repeats 

ed often. The more familiar and condeſcending we are ii. 
Public diſcourſes, the more edifying: The very end of rea- 
ſon is, to take heed to what is pious and moral. e 

Scr. 164. Goo uſe of knowledge and grace draw 

down more. — to others is che way to im 
- provez 
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rove. Such heavenly treaſure is no private property, but his, 
. loves to have it eee Though the 3 miniſter 
to ſhould be unkind, the wages from Gon are ſure. O how 
holy and happy is the uſury of a faithful ſoul ! The 11 8 
of a final diſcovery, contains in it a ſtrong argument both of 
compaſſion to others, and prudent regard to our own happi- 
neſs, comp. Mat. x. 26, &c. Lu. xii. 2, &c. The exaltation 
of Jzsvs gives great authority to the words which he ſpake in 
the days of his fleſh. - Tags ith 755 


Scr. 165. The Parable of the Tares explained ; Mat, 
by Axi!ili. 36, &c. 


r is a neceſſary part of true diſcipleſnip, that we be ſoli- 
eitous to underſtand fully CHRIST's doctrine and will. Tem- 
porary concealment excites deſire of Gor's children, even to 
earneſtneſs * Honeſt inquiſitive familiars ſhould be gratified. 
© This favour is altogether free. * They who behave not wor- 
thily, are a great hinderance to goſpel doctrine. We ought not 

to judge of communities from the ſcandals of fome z nor perhaps 
is there a ſingle one, which does not contain thoſe who are 
worthy. of the higheſt encomiums. Such to every individual 
is the end of their life; a time, therefore, which ought often to 
be anticipated. See Mat. v. 22, &c. below. | How high an 
idea doth what follows exhibit of our LoxD! In that great 
day, not a ſingle precious grain ſhall periſh, Mal. iii. 17 —iy. 
1. Ph. iii. 21, What a diſmal change, to thoſe who now 
live in pleaſure and honour ! Eternal ſeparation from CnRIST ! 
Endleſs deſpair ! How much better to weep in time, under 
the conſolations of hope? See Mat. v. 22, 29, 30.—X. 28, 
xviii. 8, 9. M. ix. 45. Rev. xix. 19.—xx. 10, 14. * Hard 
undertakings, and violent oppoſitions in the way of duty, add 
to the glory of conqueſt, and brighten the crown of righteouſ- 
neſs. Here, the good live in obſcurity often, and ſometimes 
in contempt; there, vindicated and highly honoured : here, 
they are oppreſſed; there ſet upon a throne: here, in want 
there, poſſeſſing an eternal inheritance ! Our vehemence even 
_ againſt certain errors and vices ought to be tempered with leni- 
ty, Rom. xiv. I. -V. 1. Gal. vi. 1. Heb. v. 2 comp. Lu. 
ix. 54. General judgements: at preſent, without a miracle, 
would involve the very beſt, ſee Gen. xviii. 32 Mat. xxiv, 22. 
Even ſome of the ads" Fe corrupt, may afterwards reclaim, 2 
Pet. ii. 3, 9, &.; if not, they prove and make manifeſt the 
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l xi. 19. Who can hear all this negligently ? 
Here is ſufficient comfort, under the heavieſt trials of be 
man life, and to keep Chriſtians from envying the proſperity 
of the wicked, 


SECT, 1 The Parable of the Treaſure hid in a Fiel ; 
Mat. xiii. 44, &c. 


Fon the ſake of the goſpel we ſhould be willing to part 


with the tranſient honours, riches and pleaſures of this world, 
and even with life itſelf, Mat. x. 37 Lu. xiv. 26, 32. To be 
able for all which, ith muſt be confirmed by every ſuitable 


mean, 1 Jo. v. 4. Inflamed defire after divine truth, is proper, 
and ſure. of ſucceſs, Prov. viii. 10, 11, 17. Pure evangelical 
odlineſs yields the higheſt felicity. Deſcriptions of the ſame 
ing, by new circu nſtances, admirably diſplay fruitfulneſs 
of invention.  Spiritedneſs in ſpeaking is preferable to cold 
delicate exactneſs. Rules laid down to people, wüde any 
mn application, do not difoblige and injure. 


Bect. 167. How much doth merchandizing for the 
world, condemn the floth of moſt Chriſtian profeſſors in the 
great affair of ſalvation ? Yet their gains, at beſt, are trifling, 
and always uncertain. What ſo amiable, fo worthy of us, 
and ſo adapted to make us happy, as divine friendſhip ? Very 
different and even oppoſite characters, partake of the fame ex- 

ternal privileges, | | 


ster. 168. The Parabli of the Net caft into the Sea. 3. dat, 
mi. 47z Nec. 


TEE uſe of Gop's word is common to all. v To be judgs 
ed by their works, and not by their profeſſions. Then the 
ſeparation ſhall be eternal. thought full of horror to the 
wicked. How much need is there Fa humility and fear, en- 
couraged by hope? It muſt be now, or never. The moment 
of deſpair may be juſt at hand, when all deſires and endea- 
yours will be ineffectual. L 


* Sec. 169. La r us not ſlightly paſs over divine truths, 
if we defire to be the better for them. That muſt ever be im- 
Fortant, which the bleſſed * doth queſtion upon. St. 

O3 


to8 REFLECTIONS ON THE 


| Fall degree of knowledge is not ſufficient for a goſpel mini- 
ſtet. The holy ſeriptures, above every thing elſe, muſt be 
the object of his attention, his treaſure. All talents and li- 
terary attainments muſt be made ſubſervient, by a faithful diſ- 
tribution. The chief buſineſs of a capable teacher is, to ſpeak 
to the heart; and to detach men, by awful truth, from this 
preſent life. He ſhould not only be able; but faithful and 
pains-taking. His diſcourſes ought to be ſo framed, as to 
pleaſe different taſtes z in part pathetic, ſublime, ſimple, mo- 
derate. ' © 'Theſe admirable and difficult qualities of a religious 
eacher, Jesvs had now exemplified to them. Change amu- 
es; the moſt delicious fate will diſguſt, through frequent re. 
petition. Even ſevere truths may fo candied over, as to 
pa for blandiſhments. A rich fund can ſpeak to every thing, 
Experience ftores the mind with principles and obſervations j 
and is able to pour out knowledge with great liberality. Plea- 
fure is the vehicle of inſtruction. In common very ſhort diſ- 
tourſes can only attain to neatneſs and elegance, Audiences 
nearly the fame, are only kept together by what is ſtriking. 
Where the heart is intereſted, many beauties may be ——— 
and yet not miſſed Memory, joined to judgement, forms the 
ower of perſuaſion. The ſentiment ought always to be ſul- 
than the expreſſion; RP Trot da Le TE eo 
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Sec. I 70. Chrift preaches in the Synagogue, at Nazareth: 


* FTTHERE was little or no vacation time in the life of our 
g great ſpiritual Shepherd. *The mind ought to be 
. teimpreſſed with things eternal, diſtatit, and inviſi- 
le, by ſtated calls, external ordinances Chriſtians have a much 
ner law to learn, than even that of Moſes. © Here he moſt 
iſely commends the uſe of the Old 'Veſtament Scriptures, by 
his own practice. 4 The meek and humble are moſt apt to 
receive the great goſpel YoAtrine, comp. Acts x. 35. Ph iv. 
18. Cunts taught with mild and courteous familiarity, 
Ila. Ali. 1, Kc. How deplorable is the ſtate of human 
Fuature, without his diſcoveries? comp. 2 Pet. i. 19. Pſal. 
frre 15. Mipiſterial prudence ſeizes the proper W | 
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and- profits by it. Truth maſt not be falfified, either from 
weakneſs or any worldly motive There is ever hope, from 
ſuch a quiet, earneſt looking audience. | | 


SECT. 171. A upright teacher ſeeks not glory of men. 
Yet fame, lawfully acquired, doth purchaſe credit and autho- 
ity. A good manner ſoothes the ear, and charms the under- 
ſtanding. Where the ſpeaker's ſoul is not perfectly conſent- 
ing with his tongue, it is ſeldom that the hearers can be thus 
affected. Bleſſed is the man, who hears the Loxp ſpeaking, 

and feels the tranſporting comforts of his gracious words 
comp. Jo. xiv. 1, &e. Gen. xvii. 1. Mat, xi. 28, &c. Col. iii. 
1 2 Cor. iv. 17. 1 Cor. iii. 6, 7. Heb. iv. 2. Jo. vi. 68. 
Heavenly wiſdom may receive general aſtoniſhment, without 
being faving. © How ſhould miraeles have been thus owned 
under continued ignorance from whence he had his doctrine z 
No lawful buſmeſs, however mean, is unbecoming a Chriſti- 
an. Great talents excite envy, and are ſure to be oppoſed. 
Familiarity too often loſes reſpect and authority. Ixs us chu» 
fes to be wanting to his greatneſs, rather than to his love, comp. 
M. iti. 21. We may and ought, like CHRIST, to intermingle 
ious meditations with our ſecular cares. A man muſt be ei- 
ther haughty, ot peeviſh, who does not compaſſionate the frail> 
ty of human nature, If. xlii, 1, Ke. How glorious is it thus : 
to ſuffer, in union with our divine Saviour more CarrsT) 
appears contemptible to carnal eyes, the more he is worthy to 
be admired and loved. They who ſhould know CHRIS tr beſt, 
are ofteneſt moſt ignorant of him. It is truths we are to con- 
ſider, and not perſons who teach them. When men would e- 
lude the force of a ſermon, they fall upon the preacher. Some 
voy ſhut their eyes, that they may not believe, and be 
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| PeoPLE hoſe the benefit of uſeful and practical truths, by 
fixing upon nice queſtions which have no relation to manners. 
Without good diſpoſitions, the beſt means for being ſaved will 
| become obſtacles to it. Human reaſon ſhould bow to the wiſ- 
dom of Gop. Envy reigns in a, perſon's own country, as in it't 
| native land. Excellence has right to teach. We always ex- 
| preſs with clearneſs, what we think with vigour. Aſtoniſh» 
ment is the firſt effect of large thought; then rational admi- 
p Tatian. Reſpect is neceſſary to procure favour, and to ber 
| | 8 
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t of debate. All hearts feel pleaſure in being move 
ed, — not — perfect diſcourſes, otherwiſe. 


33 172. * PLarn and ſoft words are often the moſt 

In publiſhing truth, no regard muſt be had to mere 

uman 9 Hon natural affe tions d Gop only knows where moſt 

e way be reaped. The true ground of eſtimation is 
ortune and birth. Great malice and prejudice, 

ht to be clearly reproved. Divine favours ſhould not be 

Lighted, becauſe they are common, and eaſily enjoyed. E- 

ven in a heathen, Go is pleaſed with uprightneſs, and rewards 
it. He is provoked to withdraw his chpiceſt bleſſings from 

the unbelieving and eee 


Sxcr. 173. The will may be wicked, rn people want 
Issus could not ſuffer, without his own conſent. He leave: 
them for a time, only to feel the want of his good; and to re- 
flect on his miraculous eſcape. Like him, the beſt teachers do 
often meet with moſt ungrateful-returns. The only, * 
which the goſpel allows is, to return evil with , Root: 
ed prejudices, with raſh and harſh meaſures, will _ up bot 
beneficent inclination and power. How can a phyſician pro: 
fit thoſe who reject his counſels and medicines ? Miracles 
proftituted, would haye been an abuſe of the divine liberality, 
and expoſing it to contempt. It is not proper to obtrude ſpiriy 
tual R comp. Mat. i ix. 28. 1. ix. 23. AGs xiv, * | 


GENERA 


Even. the hands of Almigh love, to a certain degree, are 
tied up by violent prejudice. fits and duties ſhould reci- 
ly balance one another. Reaſons for doing, or not do- 

45 alter according to the TY of * affairs and ſea» 


SECT. 1 174: 101 3 8 Galilee ; Mat. 3 IX. 35, n 
M. vi. 6, &c. Lu. viii. 1, Ke. 


Fr” OE the ſweetneſs of applauſe, nor the DE of 
did ever tempt CHRIST from plain and neceſſary duties. 
The more that he was maliciouſly reviled, the more did he de: 
viſe for the of men. It ſhould be our endeavour to find 
out thoſe who are moſt worthy of our benefits. N 3 
| | um- 


1 
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humble , is wi imitated by idle, Ann dens þ 

ging eig Wherever he called 2 to believe, he laid 
the cleareſt proofs of faith before them. All his miracles were 
falutary and beneficial, as well became the doctrine of ſalvation. 
Thoſe are the ſureſt friends, who are made ſuch by reiterated 
kindneſſes. How condeſcending, to chuſe a laborious-itine- 
rant. courſe; and to ſubſiſt chiefly upon bounty ! That ever 
was, and will be the moſt pleaſing teſtimony of reſpect to 
CarsT, which has moſt affection in it. 4 Truth an 


22. ſee Reflexions . 


ſometimes. make their way into the courts of e Ph. iv. | 


CHAP. X , 


Ano: 175. The mſn of the twelve Apeſtles ; Mat. ix 
36, Ke. | | j 
HE neceſſities of the Church i is NN call 3 indo⸗ 
lence gn oy miniſters. How many kingdoms till 
| have not ſo m 10 one labourer ? Paſtors, like CHR Is r, full 


of compaſſion, are alſo indefatigable as he was, Without him 


all would be fainting and wandering. How many profeſſed \| 


teachers, in place of feeding their Ke with wholeſome in- 

ſtructions, ſtudy their own ſecular advantage; and are of real 
diſſervice to mankind? The weak in judgement, run hither 
and thither unadviſedly. d It i EY dangerous to neglect preſent 
and proper occaſions. pr, who only confer up- 


on themſelves a miſſion ; or vero effectuate this by human in- 


trigues, ſee Jo. xv. 1. Mat. xxi. xxl. 33. M. 12. 1. Lu. xx. 9. Fre- 
quent and fervent pra 


duty and intereſt of. good ed Cr, Fervor to hear and 


learn is ripeneſs. They muſt not weary in well-doing, nor re- 


fuſe to renew their . who, like thoir 8e ve ten- 
der hearts. | 


: | | | 
Sxer. 176. Mat. x, 1, Kc. M. vi. 7, &c. Lu. ix. 1, &c. 


Evnxy one of the Apoſtles appear to have had a diſtin 
Garaftariiclexectloyor | 


Skor- 


piritual labourers, is both the 


. 
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Ster. 1757. Min Acls move ſooner by far, thanreaſogs 
ings. Temporal benefits allure even the rude and ſimple, to 
mind things of the ſoul. From what they would experience 
upon this - occaſion, they would learn to truſt Al MANY 


Go, in every future exigence. No human aids could j 
un ee ne buſineſs. 


Scr. 178. U NION and good dodebantice 5 the 
e of the goſpel, is neceſſary to the progreſs and advance- 
ment f it. They had all but one maſter, and the like com- 
mands; and, therefore, might well agree among themſelues. 


SECT. 179. By this prudent meaſure, the Jews were 
left without excuſe. The plain and ſimple fai \ of the Gen- 
tiles, afterwards, did pleaſe him. The command of Gon, 
and not inclination, is to be conſulted. For thoſe whom Gop, 
at firſt, ſeems to haye negleCted, he often deſigns the greateſt 
machoins. b Thoſe diſeaſes are the greateſt, where. there is maſt 
ingratitude and abuſe of divine favours. The moſt honoura- 
ble uſeful prerogatives, and preferences, aig a juſt ground for 
fear and humiliation. Among the worlt, thete may be thoſe 
who err only Poe ünpücky and ignorante;  there- 
fore, will hear and be admoniſned. © Repentance/is the firſt 
degree of righteouſneſs ; as the firſt | degree of health is, to 
know our diſeaſe. Such a kingdom ought to conciliate faith, 
animate hope, inſpire love of celeſtial chiugs. The word of 
CurisT gives what it commands or is ſharp and powerful. 
Miniſters, of religion may, after the example-of Paul, recede 
from their right; but ſtill the matter ſhould be put in their 
power, We are not maſters of the divine gifts, but diſpenſers 
of them. Secularly to traffic with theſe is theft, irreverence, 
injuſtice and — Beware, in particular, of pride, 
vanity, avarice · Solicitude about bodily ſupport is apt to hurt 
ſpiritual labour. Of what ——— cs beſt gifts, like 


N his reputation, and avoid what i 18 9 & The 
( | knows 
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knowledge of Cunts r, and of the righteouſneſs which is by 
faith, are the ſureſt grounds of peace. They who pray for 
| theſe and promote them, do the kindeſt ſervices to their fels 
low creatures, 2 Cor, xii. 19. Sincere wiſhes of peace will 
not be loſt, but will return with bleſſings to thoſe who * 
them. They deſpiſe truth to a great degree, who hate an 
vex the publiſhers of it Men of conſcience have been often 
charged and treated as ſubverters of the public weal To avoid 
perſecution, by all lawful means, is commendable z and not to 
give enemies the leaſt handle for it. * The merit of a preach- 
er doth not always depend upon his ſucceſs. It'is ours to be 
meek and patient, under the worſt injuries; and to leave the 
puniſhment of them to Gop. To overcome by ſuffering is 
trulyglorious. Thoſe are moſt apt to diſpleaſe Gon, who are mo 
ſtoutly ſupported by the world. a Thoſe who contemn the goſ- 
pel in an enlightened aſe, deſerve worſe at the hand of Gop, 
than heathens polluted by the fouleſt vices, Jo. iii. 19. What 
were the admonitions of Lot, ſincere and godly as he was, to 
thoſe of the Apoſtles? How weak the ſigns of his authority, 
compared with numerous and aſtoniſhing miracles? What a 
guilt muſt it be, to miltreat 8 oſpel itſelf; and to hinder 
t's good effects, age ny ? They who preach not repen? 
4 the . of a good life, follow . oot· 
tteps of the Apoſtles, or of Ixsus Carr, A; 


Sao. 10. Mat. 4 16, Ne. Lu. F'; 4, &c.——49, Kei 35 | 


CRS TITANS and Chriſtian teachers are not bound to ſay 
every thing, in all places, and in all companies; but neither, 
in the leaſt degree, muſt they hinder the propagation of true - 
doctrine. Even Peter his apoſtle offended againſt.this, Gal. ii. 
12, He who would lead others ought to ſubdue his paſſions; 
nd to oppoſe a cool head to thoſe, who have the greateſt warmth, 

Honeſty is the beſt policy, and innocence the beſt wiſdom, Rom. 
Liv. 16. Examples animate to what is moſt difficult, > How 
wiſe and gracious was the defign of Gon, in permitting the 
primitive teachers of the goſpel to be ſo awfully tried? Cnuis 
manner ig very fair and open. .* Help, in every caſe, is pro- 
ioned to unavoidable neceſſary trials and dangers, 1 Cor. 
I. 13. 1 Pet. iv. 14.—v. 18. To diſcourſe, diſpute, and ar- 
gue with men of all characters, requires much greater qualities 
oth of mind and virtue, than even to write. 4 Boldneſs ought 

ever to be joined with meekneſs and wiſdom. Divine promiſ- 
& would oftener have their ger if faith in them were more 
N DES, cle! 


U 
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cloſely exerciſed. Many are hurt, by being too diffident'of 
themſelyes. A hurry of ſpirits is apt to betray into both impro- 
per language and behaviour. * Rules vary, with eireumſtan- 
ces of time and place, comp. Jo x. 12. How many plain 
truths are difſembled and baulked, for the ſake of this world; 
and how many doubtful things impoſed ? * Live not in uſes 
leſs obſcurity. The heavenly Mafter's will is, that poor hunt- 
ed Chriſtians ſhould take to the cover, L. H. Not only the 
bands of virtue and humanity, but relation and affection, were 
broken through, to oppoſe pure chriſtian doctrine. * He who 
keeps this ſaying in his heart, will never complain. What Jx- 
s vs endured ought to prevent our ſurpriſe and offence, 2 Tim. 
. 12. 1 Pet. iv. 14. Acts xx. 24. Hatred is grievous to na- 
ture, but is lovely in the cauſe of Gop, Mat. x. 23. Detrac- 
tion, under the colour of piety, is one chief perſecuting inſtru- 
ment. Even the calumnies of falſe brethren muſt not make 
bo yield. Houſehold betrayers ſhare in the condemnation of 


Luar innocence and ſimplicity of conduct, under Gop, be 
dur chief defence: Deſire nothing more, than to ferve the 
moſt injurious. Prudence appears moſt by ſeriouſneſs and ho- 
neſt caution, comp. Gen. iii. 1 Hoſ. vii. 11. A right teacher 
ſhould have patience to wait Goy's 2 time; gentleneſs, to 
compaſſionate imperfections; and ſteadineſs, to reftrain paſ- 
ions. Feat ought neither to be ſo great, as to make one loſe 
their affurance ; nor boldneſs to ſway, as to make one forget 
their reſpect, comp. Acts iv. 19 —xxvi. 1, &c. The ſenti- 
ments of religion are not only natural to the human mind, but 


it's higheſt ornament and delight. The reviling of the wic- 


ked is praiſe. Volunteers in danger, are moſt apt to ſhrmk at 
the approach of tortures. The zeal of Martyrs, fometimes 
urged them to forget rules of prudence, and perhaps decency. 
po oa ſhould be propagated by reafon, learning, and ſancti- 
2 of manners. Religious homicide is peculiarly horrible. 
Taeal, without underſtanding, leads even the good aſtray; it 


violates the laws, and love itfelf. 


8 SECT. 181, Tus natural fear of death and torment is 
dot prohibited, but only what would obſtruct the ends of their 


55 . office. No calamity is comparable to fin. ® Divine truth, 
According to ſcripture, is the only ſtandard The day of the 
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Loxp will diſperſe all clouds, and expoſe to view every baſe 
motive. They loſe little, who loſe that only which muſt pe- 
riſh, Iſa. Ii. 12, 13. Let us labour after a firni faith in the 
univerſality of divine Providence. 4A man's foul is his proper 
ſelf, and God is his life. How blind muſt they be, who pre- 
fer a momentary trifle to both? The fear of Gop is the beſt 
mean of fortitude, ſwallows up every other, and makes them 
appear as if they were not, . Great muſt the value of that ſoul 
be, for which CHRIST died. Lon, what can be ſafer, than 
to truſt in Almighty power? What more eaſy and ſweet! 
What more joyous and cordial ! 5 Whoever doth prefer his ſe- 
cular intereſt to his duty, doth in ſome degree deny CHRIST. 
How confounding 3 a final reprobation be, to have him 
as a party, a witneſs, and a judge againſt their guilt, and no 
Saviour | comp. Mat VV. 41. M. vii. 38. 1 Pet. iii. 15. 
They have but little faith, who do not bear a willing teſtimo- 
ny for truth, upon ſuch a promiſe, Each of us in heart, 
ought to be martyrs for true religion, | 


GENER A . 


Norm neceſſary ought to be hid, upon the pretence of 
myſtery, Tranſgreflors againſt this maxim, reſiſt the holy 
Ghoſt. Die how or when we will, it cannot be before our 
foreſeen and permitted day; which we may be ſure, taking 
all things together, is moſt expedient for the ſufferer. They 
who ſalfer death, ſuffer no more than CyHr18T did. We die not, 
but when we loſe Gon. The true notion of Providence, is moſt 
delightfully and comfortably taught. To preſerve the whole 
order of nature, there muſt needs be care taken of the moſt . 


inconſiderable parts, In proportion to the moment and value 


of things, ſuch may we likewiſe ſuppoſe the care of the A 
MIGHTY, 1 Cor. ix. 9 Pſal. i. 6 xi. 7. It is moſt juſt and 
unavoidable, that all they who will not reſt in Providence, 
ſhould live in diſquiet. Ennis r is ſpecially owned, by mini- 
ſering to the faithful, in their neceſſities. He is ever owned, 


hen his 2 are obeyed, and his example imitated. 
Mind coul 


never be drawn out of material, irrational princi- 
ples. If we would be perfect, we ſhould be content to go out 
of life, as we came into it. The belief of Providence lays 


the foundation of all true piety; and is the moſt conducive 


principle to the intereſts of virtue and peace. 


75 


Sxcr. 183. e Mietings abundantly compenſate 2 
: : 2 | e 4 


SEE 


2, 
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me accidental evils that attend it. The nobleſt remedy, thro! 
human corruption, doth only irritate a malevolent and conten, 
tious diſpoſition. Þ Learn from Can1sT's willing and chear- 
ful patience, not to be offended that his mild doQrine ſhould 
meet with ſo cruel and ungrateful return, © All his counſels 
nd words tended to peace] Yet whilſt men are actuated by 
buſts of the fleſh, they can neyer reliſh pure goſpel rules, 
comp. Lu. ii. 34 LIST 49, 51. Jo. ix. 39. Gal, v. 17. 4 There 
would be no ſuch hurtful ſtrife, if all affeQtionately ſought the 
. falvation of Gop. To be united to Gon, we muſt often be 
at variance with the world; and ſometimes give up with the 
preſent ſweeteſt comforts of it. 4 Even ar? fe eb wicked 

do finally iſſue in the glory of Gop, and the ood of his 
church, comp. 2 Tim. iti« 12. 1 Pet i. 6, 7. the law 
of nature in Chriſtians be perfect. The dier affection of 
the heart is known from life and works, or hom we ſtudy 
to pleaſe moſt, Acts iv. 19, &c. Men ſhould often follow 

| thoſe whom they perſecute. 8 Pure fervent evangelical love 
can never be torn {rom it's proper end. Happy conteſt, which 
advances that which is ſincere, and cuts off that which'i is cor- 
7 Life over- rated, is the ſure and eternal damnation of i it. 
What we loſe for ERIs r, will ſoon be found in him again. 

No one can ſay, how far that charity extends, which contri- 
butes to the ſpiritual ood of others; and how great will be 
it's reward. See Reflections b. In the worſt ſtates, there 
will not be wanting ſome, to give helps to the good. Gop 
judges of works from the mind ; and not fer the mind, from 
ks. Even rewards of grace will increaſe with the value of 
what is beſtowed, Lu. xxi. 3, 4. An office honoured for 
HRIST's ſake, ſhall be ſignally recompenced. * Charity 
ightens the ſmalleſt actions. How ſolemn is the promiſe, 
from our moſt juſt and merciful Rep Here, poverty itſelf 


FEET Good will is a gift. 
| b e 


Svcn. ce as is ond in ſin, 950 be falle. Union to 
8 Gov, will ever eftabliſh charity, and nothing elſe. The ſoci- 
ety of the angels, and the ſpirits of the juſt made perfect, muſt 
compenſate © the ſevere loſe of outward repoſe. Bigotry often 
transforms a natural diſpoſition, that' of itſelf was mild and 
; miable, comp. Lu. xii. 53. Speaking of what is neceſſary to 
ive a teacher of virtue credit, Plato ſays, „After he gs 
Ferre en 5 let b which is fo applicable 


9 x 4 
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jo out blefſed Lon p, that one might almoſt ſay, it had been 


written under ſome divine impulſe. If we would find the 
pars Jzsvs in charities to our brethren, we muſt through 
them, by the eye of faith, look to him. How high an ho, 
nour! 3 the profit ! How generous an ambi- 
tion ! The more of CHRIS r we diſcover in any, the more 

ought to be aided and loved. Every one may thus partake of the 
grace, ſpirit and recompence of a religious teacher. Sli 

and injuries to a real Chriſtian, are, in effect, to 


CurisT. 


ster. 183. Mat, xi; 1, Kc. .. vi. 12, Kc. Lu. ix. 6, &e, 


y 4 
HE would not obſtruct their uſefulneſs in the leaſt, wm | 
viding the attention of their hearers. They perſuade 

who beſt put in practice their own inſtructions. ® Sinners 
they reproved with courage; the weak they treated with mild- 
neſs; and to all, the applied themſelves with _— © Awak- 
en, O Gon, the ſpirit of repentance, in an age when there i 
mince” apr gs ley x oy 


CHAP. XX. 


4 #33. | . * 5 | 
SecT. 184. The fame of Jeſus reathes Herod ; Mat. iy. 1, &. 
l M. vi. 145 &c. Luke ix. 757 &c. | . 7 


be VEN acknowledged holineſs could not bind up the 
hands of a reproved ſenſualiſt. Miracles thus own» 
ed, condemn the guilt of unbelief ever fince. It is late for 
moſt part, that great men become acquainted with what paſſes 
in the world belonging to religion's tho no other are ſo deep» 


4 concerned in ſuch matters. Herod is not aſhamed to con- 


eſs his ſin; and yet, he is both unwilling and unable to re- 

pent; the very mark of reprobation. The force of conſcience 

cannot be wrought off, by the moſt ſubtle diſputant. - Fear | 

begets credulity. Shame ſurvives, though virtue be extinct. 

If ſuch a thought could give ſo great trouble, what muſt it be, 
in the 9 to ſee and hear the injured demandin 

vengeance? Thus Gop excites his juſtice upon the wank, 
20 : ciple 


6 ei Rare thn pom 


e „ Ri Kietin Les 


Tonen che ungodly reject the truths of religion, they aA 
ever firmly E of the truth of their own ſentiments. 


Blindneſs is the juſt puniſhment of incredulity, Happy they 


who accept of peace, when Gop doth make the offer of it to 


them! An impure paſſion darkens the mind, and ſtifles all juſt 


ſentiments of eſteem for virtue, and inclination to good. Some 
love the more outrageouſly that it is unlawful ; and are greatly 
offended with their moſt righteous oppoſers; True virtue is of 
ſuch force, that kings and mighty princes fear it. It is no 

iy matter to arrive at a ſteady belief of ſo great an abſurdity, 


Sacr. 185: Tie bebeading. of Job; Mat, xiv. 3, Kc. 
e HE: vent: eee 0y awe 4h Ls vec 

* THE diverſions of the world are frequent inlets to vice, 
by exciting and cheriſhing foul, cruel luſts. Tho' young in 
age, yet not in vice, Who could be ſo foon taught, and ready 


for a miſchief. Crimes are more than half committed, when 


they are once reſolved upon. A convenient day cannot be 
ing to violent, vigilant paſſion; and to revenge, ani- 


mated by infamous love, more than any other. Wretched 


mother, who could inſtru a child to fin, and make Her an 
inſtrument of murder! How fearful is the expence of reſign- 
ing one's {elf to paſſion? Scandalous oath, without ſhadow of 
zeverence ! 4 See Reflection ©. What a train of evils, from an 
abuſe of education ? How ingenious is carnal wiſdom ? How 


- attentive to the moments of inflamed appetite 7 There is no- 


thing more revengeful, than a laſcivious woman, when re- 
and blamed. Let upright preachers learn from John's 


| example, to ſafer and die for truth. Wicked relatives ſerve 


one another only to fin, and damnation. * Even mild religion 


ia made uſe of, to apologize for cruelty. - The dictates of re- 


morſe are not of themſelves ſufficient, 8. C. Weigh the reſo- 
Iution you have taken calmly and attentively, 8. C. By wie- 


ked means of ſelfuſtification, we become ſtill more guilty 


before GOD. Such judicial blindneſs. is due to the abuſe of 


ea and inſtruction, * Pride of heart js Rrengthened by the 
1 | 


preſenes 


f 
„ 
| 
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preſerice of bad company. Sentences ought not to be precipt 


bound againſt all conſcience, in place' of afking forgiveneſs? 
Arguments are eaſily found to juſtify inclinations. It is fall 
proof of future retribution, that the worſt of cauſes are often 
the moſt ſucceſsful. Severity is brutal, and can be pleaſed 
almoſt with any object of horror Mark the unhappy victim 
of intemperance, and ſhudder. * Friendſhip in death is beau- 
tiful; eſpecially where great courage is requiſite. 5 


a VVV 
Tr is a great misfortune; to live in ſituations, where all 
the ſenſes are beſieged and intoxicated with pleaſures. The. 
ſtrange woman allows no time for paſſion to ſubſide, or under- 


ſtanding to recover itſelf, Men of the world do facrifice e- 


very thing to human conſiderations. Though you have an a- 
verſion at preſent, habit may overcome it, 8. C. Take not ſo 
much as one ſtep, where it is difficult to retreat. Nothing but 
blood can ſatisfy thoſe who are maliciouſly imptacable. 'Erro- 


_ neous honour is a kind of ſorcery againſt religion, law, and 


virtue, '| By a ſtream of vulgar opinion, it makes guilt neceſ- 
fary: What one even doubts the lawfulnefs of, ſhould not be 


done. The time of the man of Gop will come, Pal. Ii. 11. 
Fatal incidents decide fluctuating characters. Bad parents \ 


mall drink the bitter waters of the ſpring; they. have corrupted. 
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Sac. 186, With five Loaves Jeſus feeds five thouſand men 7 


M. xiv, 1g, Kc. M. vi. 30, &c. Lü. N. 16, &c. Jo. vi. 1, ce. 


r is honeſt prudence, to withdraw from the rag of the 
wicked; to cut off from them occaſions of evil, M xii 18, 


Ke. o Sweet is repoſe, upon the back of uſeful fatigues. To 
pray and meditate, are relaxing miniſterial obligations. CHN 


never fled to miraculons means, when others were ſufficient. 
Here was a care of ſervants, worthy to be imitated, Ex. xx. 10. 
Col. iv. 1. Affectionate holy defire is not eaſily diſcouraged. 
Happy thoſe ſpiritual labourers, whofe ſweet favour of life 

converſation attracts their people F * The mieaneft of rank are 
often preferred to the greateſt of alf blefſings. Miracles are 


divine ſeals. To have eftabliſhed Chriſtianity without ſuch 


Works, would have been a ter miracle than them all. 


They are now no longer ful, ſee Jo. xx, 29. How ex- 


| 


tate. What an aukward conſcience was this, to think himfelf - 


* 
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ceeding great muſt be the tenderneſs of CymsT's heart, to- 
wards diſeaſed ſouls ; and likewiſe-to the wants of his Finds 
comp. Heb. iv. 15,—v. 8.  Relinquiſh with CarsT the 
ſweetneſs of ſolitude; when an occaſion for being employed in 
| good works preſents itſelf... Anticipate human wants, and go 
to meet them. . * Blefſed are all they, who know what it is 
not to weary in well-doing. Charity is one of the moſt ſhin. 
ng characters in our divine Saviour's miſſion, ſee Reflections e. 
. THe is no paſtor, who feeds not his people with the word of 
Gop, as much as is neceſſary. . Often, very often, is this 
neceflary to the faithful, when the-careleſs wicked live in ful- 
neſs and eaſe. i In like gradual manner ought the infirmities 
of others to be treated. * Uſefulneſs ſhould be like our meat 
and drink. . | | 


Ser 187. * In cafes unrevealed by Gop, human pru- 
dence ought only to think of human means. In great emer- 
gences, we ſhould conſider the riches and power of Gon, ra- 
ther than our own poverty. We ought to make uſe of intereſt 
and credit in behalf of the poor, when we cannot relieve them 
ourſelves. ® Zeal is then wonderful, when it makes people 
forget their own corporeal neceſſities. In the great God 
and our Saviour, is a treaſure which cannot be exhauſted, and 
which is always at hand. The miracles of J=svs were ſo 
managed, as to make them ſurely and univerſally known. 
True obedience is fimple and unqueſtioning. Equality is 
beſt maintained by order, with many more great advantages. 
An example recommending to all future ages the practice of 
| prone acknowledgement. at our meals, comp. Acta xxvii. 35. 
Tim. iv. 5. Gov's bleſſing is requiſite to make tliem effica- 
cious, comp. Mat. xv. 36. M viii. 6. Mat. xxvi. 26. f They 
Who poſſeſs, are 28 truſtees of the divine power and charity. 
How aſtoniſhing | Here is a clear diſplay of creative opera- 
tion. Before ſo many witneſſes, it was impoſſible there could be 
any deluſion. * See Reflections *. Little or much is the ſame 
in the hand of Omnipotence. *! Godly minds are contented 
with ſimple fare. They are filled, w ve moſt content- 
ment, and who ſee the love of God in their benefits.” * The 
more we ſeem to loſe in charitable benefactions, the more we 
7 Leave no room for tempting the poor, by evil ſhifts. 
ey ſpoil a gift, who make much aſking for it neceſſary. 
Scarce any thing almoſt is dearer bought, by a perſon of mo- 
deſty. A wiſe frugality will ſeldom W f 


12 
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ſerve for future good uſes. Pconomy faves from difgrave; d 


diſicaſries? it ou be taught en, 8. C. 


GENER A Lk 


Tas does and qoodueſs of him vhs 4 is & Bread of life, is 
much mote conſpicuous, than in Eliſha's mirseles, 2 Theft iv. 
42. Lu. vi. 38. It is a great happineſs; when miniſters of ret 
ligion can aſſiſt men in'theif tettiporal, as well as their 8 
ceſſities, Heb. xiii 16. The Honour and bliſs is unſpeakable, to 
be employed as Stewards of the moſt high Gob: Diſctogod 
dr: not wines it 1 to 2 22 


agen} 
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Hase can never preach che goſpel purdy; ho loveth a world: 
ly kingdom and pong To be coverous of public applauſe; 
iſcovers' ſlender me Solitude and filence tend to clevate. 
Perfect reſt and lere are enjoyed i in the boſom of God. © 


Stet. 189. Urom the back of great adeaitiages; ay mould 
expect to be tried. d Aſſiſtance from CHRIS H may ſeem to 
tome ſlow; but it is ſure. He is often then at hand to deliver} 
when things ſeem moſt deſperate. A ſtriking emblem of huz 
man life; likewiſe of the tempted toſſed ſtate of CHRISTSG 
church, What a Corſtraſt to their late miiracul6us feaſting eafe ? 
Though abſent in body, he knows our diſtreſs. Difficult fus' 
ture labours'muſt be gradually prepared for. 4 We ſhould be- 
ware of approaching to what is literally falfe. © Illuſions of 


fancy do ſometimes trouble the beſt; Fear and diſtruſt, i in ex 


traordinary caſes, is natural, and leads to clofſer examination,” | 
* N fort deſtroy. 8 with imaginary Ts 


\ 
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Thus, in all other caſes, does the word of Cunisr illuming 


and embolden. It is, in effect, his own perſonal ſatisfying pre- 
ſence. , | | 
GENE A AL. 


Turr who are not prepared for trials, know not to what 
they are called. Gon, in mercy, exerciſes the faith and pa- 
tience of his people. That always proves favourable in the 
end, which brings them to ſeek for heavenly aid. Night fcenes add 
much to the awfulneſs, and ſolemnity of a narration. __. 


SECT. 190. * Perfect faith is ſatisfied with the word of 
Canis alone. “ Rafſhly to throw ourſelves upon unneceſſa- 
ry trials, is ſure to iffue in fear and diſgrace. In the haſte of 
 affetion, ſome people would afpire ever ſo high; but we 

ſhould learn to weigh matters deliberately. © By all proper 
means, it is the will of our Saviour to ſtrengthen; his people's 
faith. He will work a miracle, rather than forſake them. 4 
The power of CHRIS T's word ig amazing, in the true believer. 
_ © It. is of great uſe, to be made ſenſible of our natural weakneſs; 
end | highly culpable, to forget formet loving kindneſſes. 
Not a moment paſſes, but we have occaſion to fay, Lond, 
fave mel \® The divine power is beyond all that we can con- 
ceive; and want of faith only, makes us yield to temptations 
and dangers, JET... 10 
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Moprs vv and caution adorn every virtue. While faith is 

in lively exerciſe, our comfort is ſure; and there ſhould be no 
deſpair. It is trial only, that can ſatisfy the beſt, how far their 
faith is ſtrong, Jam. i. 2, &c. xii. 1 Pet. i. 7, &. Rom. v. 3, 
Kc. That which is deſigned for our good, doth often much 

ify us, at the time. To be made ſenfible of our need, is the 
firſt ſure ſtep to ſteadfaſtneſs. ME ES Tit 


. » xcr. 191. Tus ceaſe the ſtorms of temptation and 
grief, when ever CHRIS r pleaſes, ſee Reflexions- 190. W Mi- 
raeles of ſupport and preſervation, are wrought every day; and 
yet little or no notice taken · of them. Faith ſhould increaſe 
with experience, and will never be diſappointed. A good 
reaſon for their bearing with the weakneſs and ſimplicity of 0+ 

thers afterwards. There are many miractes in * 25 
Ts | CRY - - SECT. 


Is Tor or CHRIST 1 


gc r. 192. Chriſt hrals many diſcaſed: Mat. xiv. 34, Kc. 
. M. 53, Kc Jo. vi. 22, Kc. Br 


Nousxs thus ſeek Gop only for their own Temporal 
ends. Even of ſuch, the beſt ſhould be made that can be. 
True neighbourly love never wearies in doing good to others z 
and in æſſiſting — at leaſt to proper means of aid Thus 
to diffuſe the ſweet odour of CHRIS T's name, is the duty of 
all ſaints ; and the very ſpirit of their communion. In like 
manner ought we to ſeck out the true Phyſician of the ſoul, by 
faith and confidence, accompanied with good works. We 
ſhould learn to profit by his preſence, in what manner ſoever 
he comes to us. Prayer and endeavour muſt go together, 


i 
Szcr. 193. Chriſt the Bread of life 3 Jo. vi. #2, K. 


REA is the power of devotion. A laudable follow- 
ing is beſt acquired by candour and liberality. In the 
beginning, we ought neither to raiſe expectation too much, 
nor to ſuſpend it. e ORD eee 
e * | 4 | HERE: Nene 
SecT. 194. Tr is the temper of a worldling, to prefer preſent 
ſecular gain, to that which is everlaſting; and often under ſpeci- 
ous ſan{tified appearances, comp. Lu. xii. 13 —ix. 57. Weak 
and rade minds ought to be gradually trained up to what is 
_ rIsT's knowledge of their thoughts and intents, was 
itſelf a new and great miracle. > Labour for time, in it's proper 
place, is a neceffary duty, Eph iv. 28. 1 Theſ iv. 11. 2 'Dhef. 
ii 12. comp. Mat. vi. 33. From objects of ſenſe, Camsr 
lifts up the minds of his followers to heavenly things. All 
things on earth are to be regarded chiefly as refr and 
conveniences, to ſupport us in our journey thither. If they 
are immoderately loved, they will enſlave and ruin. How 
glorious in himſelf, and to his , therefore, is this ſon of 
man? Nothing can be a hard E 
tage. 4 Such wiſdom and works together, were as his append- 
ed letters of credence. Faith nourtſhes, eſtabliſhes, and kee 


the ſoul to endleſs happineſs, as meat preſerves our bodies, 


n, for that infinite advan- 


comp. Jam. ii. 14. 1 Cor. xv. 58 —xvi.'x. Eph ii. 8. Salva- 
tion then 


then draws near to man, when it is made his- chief care. 
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In all human actions, there ought ſtill ſome ſuitable end to be 
propoſed, adequate to their pains and labour, We haye no 
other employments that are either ſo important, or ſo agreea- 
; 'SECT. 195. ®* CERTAIN profeſſors there ever have been 
who refuſe to follow CHRIST, unleſs they are fed by him. ' 
The ſoul hath appetites as natural, as thoſe of the body, comp. 
Pfa. iv. 6, &c.— ix. 10. Mat. v 6. Defixe and conviction of 
fuitableneſs; lead to CHRIST, Mat. zi. 28, Men are much 
given to extremes, whether they hate or praiſe. . None pe- 
Triſh, but through their own wilful guilt, ver. 26. Jo. xi. 40, 23, 
& c. Malicious watching renders people unworthy of what is 
,, ar Ba e 


SECT. 196. Go gives none eſſectually over to CygrsT 
without their own conſent, comp. Deut. xxv. ꝙ Mat. xviii. 18. 
1 Cor. i. 27, 28. Rev. xxi. 17. Jo vi 39. The father giveth, 
by ptr oc clear and perſuaſive evidence; and the only thing 
required to be diſciples of CHRIS is, an upright, docile tem- 
per of mind. Whilſt we grieve over the neglect and contempt 
of many, let us comfort ourſelves with the aſſurance of a pious 
remnant, Rom. xi, ns xxix. 29. 2 Pet. i. 10. * Things 
of primary uſe muſt be repeated. Goy's houſe and heart are 
large enough to receive all the indigent and diſtreſſed. Words 
pf grace, and ſenſibly ſolacing. N 
Scr. 197. * Tygy now | quarrel with him, whom but 
yeſterday they would have made a king. The firſt popular 
and dangerous charges, are by whiſpers and murmurs Mi- 
niſters ſhould not wonder, if, from like capricious humours, 
their hearers ſeek occaſion for offence, where there is none, 
2 Tim. ii 25. * A farther clear evidence concerning CHRIS, 
that he ſearcheth the heart, and trieth the reins; and of it- 
ſelf ſufficient to confute their cavils. © This good work he 
does not by force, but by proper means of enlightening the 
mind, and ſweetly: engaging the heart. CHRIST's works and 
words are as cords, to draw the more ingenuous, Hoſ. xi. 4, 
Ke. none other, comp. verſes 37, 65 Jo. xii. 32. Thus gent- 
ly does Car18T open up to his enemies the cauſe of their un- 
belief, as in Jo iii. 20, 21— vii. 17,—vili. 47.— vi. 45. comp. 
Jer. xxxi 3. Prov. vii. 21. Song i. 4. They who call the 
ſcriptures by themſelves a dead letter, blaſpheme, 2 Tim. iii. 
16, 1' Pet. i. 23, &c. The nature and will of Gop muſt firſt 


— 
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be thought of and believed, according to preceding revelations, 
before any one can come to CHRIS x, Jer. xxxi. 35. Heb. viii. 
8. comp Lu iii. 23. Mat. i. 18. Lu. i. 35. Hoſ, xiv. 9. 
Modeſt ſpirits, as much as poſſible, avoid direct mentioning of 
themſelves. They who would completely learn the nature 
and will of the father, myſt come to CHRIST, Jo. i. 18. The 
human mind partakes of that which is ſupreme and univer- 
ſal. The mind of Gop js eyer preſent with us, guiding in 
what we do, or think rationally, Jam. i. 17. The moſt ef» 
ſential property of devotion is, to form right opinions con- 
cerning him, and that he goyerns the world with goodneſs 
and juſtice, + bog 12 


SEcT. 198. * Tax denial or forgetfulneſs of pure goſpel 
doQrines, deſtroys at once all ſenſibility and vigour, all plea- 
jure and uſefulneſs. * comp. verſes 55, 57, 63 Jer. xix. 16. 
Ezek. ii 8. Prov. ix- 5; imports frequent and ſerious medi- 
tating, Ezek. iii. 1. Rev. x. 9, 10. Jo. iv. 34. The connec» 
tion betwixt duty and happineſs is indifſolyble, comp. verſe 
46. Mat. xvi. 16. In the Loxp's Supper, people may eat and 
be the worſe for it, 1 Cor. xi. 27, 29. Grant, O my Gon 
that by a divine continual communion, I may ſo eat at 

ink, where there is no danger of exceedin i © In time, 

would come to underſtand this doctrine better. Some 
wiſe obſcurity in the beginning, leads to farther thoughts, and 
ſerious inquiſition. No — of the Chriſtian doctrine is 
more fruitful of holineſs, than the death of Carr rightly 
underſtood ; often and devoutly remembered. * * Even the me- 
rit of CHRIS r's blood will not apply to obſtinate ſinners, comp. 
Gal. v. 21. 1 Cor. vi. 9, 10. If underſtood of the Lokp's 
Supper, then there could be no ſalvation without it, Jo. iii. 
5 3 and all would be ſaved by means thereof, which is abſurd, 
The Euchariſt was not now- inſtituted. , CRAIsT and his 
people are cloſely and vitally united. Theſe laſt he continual- 
al ſtrengthens, comforts and transforms. How ſovereign is 
at power, which may be derived from his love, and from 
the promiſes ratified in his blood? comp. Jo. xiv: 20.,—xvil. 
21, 23, 26. 1 Jo ii. 24.—iii. 24.—iv. 12, 13, 15, 16. Ev 

y, every hour, furniſhes opportunities for cat 
ſpiritually to a devout mind; and a man thus compoſed, can 
never find any difficulty to comply with an occaſion for doing 
it publicly. Lok, I wiſh, I pray, above all things, that the 
intimacy-and friendſhip thus contracted, may continue firm 
dend inxiolable ! Enter, and dwell, and reign in mo hong. 
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By fach an obſcure and prudent manner, for the time, did 
the Lox p Ixsus ſtir up his diſciples to thoughts and defires 
far above this world. | 55 l 


Scr. 199. Tnosꝝ who too eaſily believe, do a6 fall 
off again. o Papiſts and earnal Jews think fimilarly of the bread 
and ficſh here ; which, in their literal ſenſe, is ſhocking, un- 
_ #ataral, wicked, comp. Jo. iii. 4 —iv. 11. 1 Cor. ii. 14. 
The occaſion of ſcandal may be innocently given; in which 
_ caſe, haſtily to take it, is always criminal, comp. Mat. xvii, 
6,9. 3 Jo. 11. Honeſt art may be uſed, at times, to let peo. 
Plc know the prayity of their hearts; and to diſtinguiſh \ rang | 
m the upright, who think before they e cop Lu. ii. 5 1. 
Mat xif. 13: 4 Words have moſt force, when they are ſhort 
and pointed; they ſubdue the heart, and command a ſtrict 
edrence, comp. Pſal. ix. 4, 12, &e. Jo, xii. 46. Covet- 
duſneſs and vice are the common canfes of infidelity. 
Ns and means of repentance are afforded to the worſt ; 
which, in the end, will render them without excuſe. It is 
more criminal to defert the faith; than never to have embraced 
it, comp. Heb. vi. 4, &c. Mat. v. 13. Heb. x. 29, © Differ« 
ent ways of thinking, call forth the exerciſe of reaſon ; and 
dead te the diſcovery of truth. A ſacred right, which it is 
| pory of human nature to reſpeQ, 8. C. Minds not whol 
| ned, may fall off for a time, and recover again. * As 
theft, fo fince, hath mfidelity often ſheltered itſeHf under mean 
tenuous cavils. Yet muſt the ſoul be well diſpoſed, cul- 
rated by right diſcipline, ſtrengthened by conſtant care and 
attention, to improve divine aids. PIR A RAY 
_ © 'SxecT. 200. TRR minifters of religion muſt make uſe of 
no baſe, ſervile, or flattering compliances, to obtain a follow- 
ing; nor yet reproach thoſe who go away from them, True faith 
muſt come of perſuaſion. Wonderful gentleneſs of Cumsr! 
He might have revenged and made monuments of them, but 
rather left them power to recover There can be no right of 
punifhing in a church, but that which is ſpiritual. - Confſtan- 
85 apoſtatizing times, is moſt glorious To be obliging ra- 
ter than defpotic, in ſuperiors, is a ſingular way of —_— 
upon people. A chearful and reſolute acknowledgement 
Illuſtrious and comprehenſive! Full of comfort to them, and 
confuſion to future apoſtates ! Faith and knowledge agree well 
in religion; by the one, we argue, and by the ocker we afſent, 
comp. 2 Cor v. 1, &c. 1 Jo; tit. 2, 15:=v. 13, 15, 18, Ke. 
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1 Tbaſſ. v. 21. From the ingratityde and folly. of ſome, we 
ought to collect an argument of cloſſer adherence. © 80 
the Chriſtian church has, and likely ever will have it's mix+ 
ture of falſe brethren. To perſevere, we ought every day 
to grow wiſer and better. May we never, like Judas, con- 
ceal a treacherous and diſaffected heart, under ſpecious ap- 


© pearance of piety and goodneſs ! 
e H AP. XXII 


ciples, becauſe they did eat with unwaſhen hands ; Mat. xv, 


1, &c. M. vii. 1, &c. Jo. vii. 1, &c. 


HE more good that is done, the more envy rages. It 

| is preſumption, to fly in the face of danger, or to ir- 
ritate unneceffarily. > Men of tation and office are often the 
moſt difficult to reform. Fondneſs for human inventions, is a 
continual ſource of calumnies, raſh judgements, perſecutigns 
againſt the good, and great diſturbances in the church. | 
FR th the only ſtandard of purity ; and muſt ne 
ther be added to, nor diminiſhed. They know GoD but little, 0 
who imagine he has any regard to what is merely external, I; 
is of the very eſſence of ſuperſtition, to conceive of theſe as 
' meritorious. Charity is the ſum of the divine law; and wo to 
them who do raſhly violate it | Jo. vi. 2. Mat. xvi. 7 Ex- 
ternal performances are more apt to puff up, than to ſanctify. 
Gon can never be offended with what is unknown, involun- 
tary. 4 Nothing checks the ſoul in the road of piety, ſo much 
as ſcruples ill underſtood, All things are eafy to ſome, if they 
be not obliged to change their hearts. 


Sncr. 202. Tux temple enriched, pleaſes baſe ſelfiſh 
prieſts. To do ſo, at the expence of a poor parent, is 2 ſa- 
crilegious mockery both of religion and them, 1 Tim. v. f. 
To withdraw from ſuperior direction thoſe whom we have 
power over, and ſtill more to oppoſe that bitterly, is, in the 
cleareſt manner, to ſeduce ſouls from obeying Gon. To aſ⸗ 
ſiſt poor relations is a work preferable to all pious legacies, and 

wments, <* When we o poſe falſe zeal, for mere human 

onions, and without nul, we imitate Car. Jam. i: 
Mag Ti . | 7 


* 
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23, '&c. Let wy heart, O Gon, draw near unto thee, bz 
the imitation of thy goodneſs | CHRIST accepts of that as done 


to himſelf, which is done to the leaſt of his diſcipls. 


EC EN E R 4 14 


Rxliciox often ſerves for a cloak to hard-heartedneſs; one 
of the worſt kinds of impiety ! Devotion is infallibly true, if 
it contribute to the obſervance of other expreſs divine com- 
mands : if not, it, is juſt as, infallibly wrong. The openly 
wicked do not perhaps contribute to weaken the divine law, ſo 
much as telaxing interpreters. Errors, canonized, are moſt 
pernicious: Doubtful controverſies engender ſtrife, divert 
attention 8 the weightier matters of the law, puff up, and 
do not edify, 8. C. 8 a 
Scr. 203. * HxrockirEs, of all others, are moſt apt to 
condemn thoſe who differ from them. To declare the guilt of a 
reputation, unjuſtly acquired, and ſo as to preſerve others from 
ſuffering by it, is an act of public charity. To unite our hearts 
to Gop, is what we ought moſt zealouſſy to endeavour after. 
Even good intention will hardly compenſate a neglect of com- 
mandments often and diſtinctly made known: ,* Human tra- 


f 


ditions'do frequently procure great gain and authority- Many 


things great and illuſtrious, in the eye of the world, Gop will 


condemn, 79 N 
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Mxr boaſt high of religion, who know nothing about it. 
The chief points of counterfeit godlineſs, lie without men. 


Chriſtianity is the greateſt enemy to Pharifaic zeal and ſuper- 
n F OE EIS * | 


ſtition. 


Scr. 204. Tax law of che goſpel is addreſſed to the 


heart, which is indeed the man. Unclean thoughts re w. ; 


are criminal, even as unclean actions; likewiſe pride, flan- 
der, envy, with every other unrighteous ſentiment and beha- 
viour from them. 1 is a conſolation to think, that defile- 
ments can only ariſe from the will; and that nothing, fave 
what comes from this, can ſanctify. Food, as to kind; can- 
not defile, though the exceſſive degree may, comp. Rom. 
xiv. 21, 22. Jo vi. 61. Truth will ever offend thoſe who 
have tho ſpirit of Phariſaiſm. One can ſcarce a the 
Fo. : patuonsg 


0 
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þaſſions of men, without provokitig e and chat of pri 
more than any other. Ne fear of offending, however, mu 
deter an honeſt d preacher. That which is not of Gon, cannot 
be durable. © © Scriptural hberty muſt be defended, againſt 


unſcriptural peculiarigies. ' Whatever is "yielded to ſuch,” id 
ae, from infallibility. 


Ser. 205. Sbränse een received foe forefathers 6 
not eaſily rooted out Even among the learned, as to other 
things, there is often a groſs prevailing ignorance, ® Honeſt 
defire is ſharpened, by a little ſeaſonable \chiding. © _— 
ſtitious exactneſs increaſes both it's evil and hurt, The 
fins of the ſpirit: go uneſpied and therefore, the more 
effectually damn men. To regulate affections, is a chief 
end of the goſpel, and the great work of regenerating grace. 
Come into thy temple, O Gop, and let not that ſacred thing, 
the heart of man, be any longer a place of merehandiſe, a den 
of thieves | Thou who commandeſt the winds and the waves, 
and they obey thee, ſilence the ſtorms of paſſion, in my breaſt | 
Pfal. — 11. Improper books, and ſongs, and jeſtings, defile 
the heart; activity, chearfulneſs,. and acts of devotion, we 
2 epi purify it, 8 C. © Things impure and debaſingy 

h undone, or unſpoken, are, in the eye of Gon, abo- 
mina able from deſign and wiſh, Jam i. 14, 1 £14 The heart is 
beſt ſecured by proper per guarde and fences, w hen people are \\ 

oung, Pſal; cxix. & * Chriſtian liberty in externals, has no 
unds, fave the law of Gop, and the edification of our bre- 

thren. We muſt know our diſeaſe, before we can ap 

cure. Loup, be thou the bght, ee and N of 25 1 


8c. 206. The Daughter of the Cancanitiſ Woman healed i 
| Mat, xv. 21, &c. M. vii. 245 &c. 


- 3 GLoky and praiſe obtained by a 2 life, follows unſought; 
f this journey was undertaken. for the benefit of one ſouls 
how wonderful is the goodneſs of the Son of Gop, and wor- 
thy. to be imitated = ooo they whoſe zcal and earneſtneſs 


for the ſoul, is ſimilar to this. 4 He is faithful to the Jews: 
notwithſtanding all their. ingratitude, and foreſeen cruelty; 
rovidence — tries thoſe, for whom great favours are intend 
ed. Some paxt of truth may, for a while, be concealed. Re- 
pulſes, where any hope is, ſerve to embolden and inflame, 
J £508 inftruQts, by 3 * Faith and Towkneſs of heart 
are 
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are ingeniouſly eloquent. To ſubmit to the divine will, is the 
way to attract the divine e ee To neglect even one 
good opportunity, may be to hazard all. By finners, mercy 
muſt be pled, in lieu of right and juſtice. 5 They are of the 
true poſterity of Abraham, who imitate him in belief, comp. 
Mat. viii. 10. This was a beautiful inſtance of taking the king- 
dom of heaven by violence, or, as by force, Mat. xi. 12. Be 
- hold, admire, and imitate ! What a reproach upon Jewiſh in- 
fidelity ? It is an indulgence to CHRIS himſelf, to obſerve and 
celebrate the triumphs of faith.  Gop is no reſpecter of per- 
ſons. Thus, alſo, doth quiet of mind follow an uprightly 
reformed life. If prayers be not heard at firſt, it is to try us, 
to encourage our zeal, and to render us ſenſible of our own 
unworthineſs. 1 ie a #8 
\ SECT: 207. One deaf and dumb is cured ; Mat. xv. 29, &c. 


M. vii. 31, &c. 


1CnaAxirx has it's rules and meaſures, in the diſtribution of 
good things. What benefits we may ſoon loſe ſhould haſten our 
improvement of them. ® Even the faith of others, from a mer- 
_ciful Lonxp, may help the afflicted, Jam v. 15. elt is the 
_ higheſt property of goodneſs, to be diſintereſted, Mat. xi. 29. 
The more praiſe is avoided, the more it follows very often, 
The humility of the benefactor, and the gratitude of the re- 
ceiver, may, without prejudice, oppoſe each other. He was 
not irręgular in his proceedings, either from humour or affec- 
| tation. A beauty in manner is to be ſtudied, even in things 
chat are moſt excellent and great. | - 


Sec. 208. Great multitudes are healed 3 Mat. xv. 29, e. 


PREorlE ſpare no pains, where ſtrong love is. To have 
hands and arms, where there were none before, was to create 
and to cauſe the dumb and deaf at the ſame time to ſpeak, 
was to convey into their minds at once the whole language of 
their country, the forms and powers of words, and a reten- 
tive memory, ſee Iſa. xxxv. 5. Happy they who aferibe all 
their graces, talents, and degrees of knowledge, to ſoveteign 
love | Benevolence muſt take it's ſhare in grateful delights. 
To conſecrate powers recovered from weakneſs, diſhonour and 
ruin, is the nobleſt praiſe. U e 
* | | _ CHAP, 


v » 4 


7 


\ 


/ 
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U i 


C H A Tr. XXIV. 


Bucr. 209: Four thouſand men are fed with ſeven Loaver, and 
a few ſmall Fiſhes ; Mat, xv, 32, &c. M. viii. 1, &c. 
TND ERNxSS for want is peculiarly amiable in a ſpi- 


| ritual director. Weak and rude minds are apt to 
forget even what they have learned from experience. It is pe- 


_ euliar to true diſciples to be ſo mindful of what is ſpiritual, as 


to forget at times even the neceſſaries of life. This endears 
them mightily to divine love. © Order and economy are moſt 
agreeable to our bleſſed Loxp. Thoſe who adviſe ought, up- 
on occaſions, ſo to ſpeak, as if they meant to put people in mind 
of what they forgot; and not as teaching them what they 
knew not. 4 A generous ſoul is never more thankful, than in 
the opportunities and means he enjoys for diſtributing to 0- 
thers, If we riſe not up from the creature, to the uncreated 
good, we are groſs and ſenſual. + The bleſſing of Heaven, 
though inviſible, is that which fatisfieth.  * From liberal com- 
munication to others, there is, for moſt part, a ſufficiency left 
for ourſelves. How adorable is the power of Jesus! and 
how exceeding rich is his ſs towards the children gf 
men! #5 Multiplied gifts are an obligation to diſtribute. 
Change of place, in order to more extenſive uſefulneſs, is 
highly commendable, 21 OT Ll BER __ 


6 ER AL. 


Tuer ſhall want nothing needful, who cleave to CHRIST 
by a ſincere faith. O thou moſt bleſſed and eternal Spirit, 
may I ſee thee in every thing that I ſee; hear thee, in every 
thing that is melodious; taſte thee in every diſh and draught! 
He is not afraid to give, who depends on God | A prudent 
frugality. is to be uſed, even in midſt of the greateſt plenty. 


- 


75 f ; | 1 » ' > ; 
Sect. 210. The Phariſees and Sadduceet defire a fign. from 


_ Chriſt ; Mat. xvi. 1, &C. M. viii. 11, & c. Lu. xii. 54, &c. 


5 Tus en of men; and the leaſt waited nent de elves, 
e 3 | 40 


— 
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do often join in oppoſing truth, comp. Acts xxiii. 6. Lu. xxiij. 
12. No evidence will ſatisfy thoſe, who will not content 
themſelves with what is reatougble. d So malignant is en- 
vy, as to engage men in things materially good with a view 
from thence, ſome how or other, to aſperſe them Phariſa- 
iſm exalts ſelf-confidence, and Sadduceiſm leads to fatal un- 
belief. They who are moſt curious about natural things, 
| have often the leaſt concern about what is ſupernatural !. 4 Ip- 
norance from careleſſneſs, and the power of prejudice, is moſt 
diſgraceful, comp. Lu. xii. 56. * The fulfilment of ſo. many 
prophecies, the doing of ſo many wonderful works, and the 
effects of both among the more candid multitude, were much 
to be conſidered. ., When reaſon is ſerioufly conſulted, it is an 
eaſy matter not to miſcarry, or at leaſt to take the ſurer fide, 
f Deeply to compaſſionate, is all that one can do for voluntary 
blindneſs. Let us adore the conduct of Jes vs, and imitate his 
wiſdom ! 5 Gon generally abandons diſputers to the vanity 
of their own minds. | | ö 


GENERAL 


How many ſtill do ſtudy the ſcriptures only out of a ſpirit 
of diſputation and conteſt ? It is preſumptuous, to defire more 
evidence, where that which is already given is not conſidered; 
a, it is ungrateful. Nothing is ſufficient to make ſuch peo- 
ple ſee. Half as much pains to determine about religion, as 
9 the things of time and ſenſe, would ſucceed to a great 
gree. The uſe of reaſon in divine matters, is expected and 


TE 


. commended. Fear, above all things, to be left of him who is 


| the light of the world, and the life of men. „ 


SECT. 211. * PLAcx not piety, like them, in external rites; 

nor, like the other, refer every thing to this preſent world. The 
Phariſaic vices of pride, envy and hypocriſy, are often till to be 
met with, Looſe maxims diffuſe x Logon ſpeedily, and do 
infinite miſchief.” The well taught and lively Chriftian, till 
raiſes his mind from ſenſible things to ſpiritual z whereas, the 
weak and imperfect ſink inſenſibly from what is ſpiritual, to 
what is worldly. » Bodily wants much ſooner affect people, 
than wants of the ſoul. 'To forget teaching by example, is 
peculiarly blameable. Much ds we need divine grace, not 
only to underſtand, but to retain, love, and practife uſeful in- 
ſtructions. . With much difficulty are we brought to diſcern 


heavenly light, ſo as to make good and quick uſe of it. Mild 


Com- 
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commilſerating reproof penetrates deep. · A right uſe of the dis 
vine benefits, is the way to obtain both more and greater. 


GENER A'L. 


| SvyERsTITIOUS and Ubertine opinions grow out of each o- 
tber; and often are juſt ready to appear, when thought to be 


at the greateſt diſtance. They who court public notice and 


eſtimation from outward performances, deſtroy love and humi- 
lity, the very ſoul of religion; and they who believe no future 
ſtate, are wholly ſwallowed up of this. People mer tos fatally, 
who have the Scriptures at their fingers end, e devout 
ſhould be afraid of hypocrify, and the great of ambition and ſe, 
cular craft. A righteous adviſer ſpeaks ſtrong, without harſh» 
ly infulting. | 5 3 


CH AP, XXV. 


SECT. 212. Chrift gives fight to a blind man ; 1. viii, 22, &e. 
F znd charity do cloſely unite to the blefſed In au. 


d Every where matter and occaſion readily offer them. 


ſelves to ſhew mercy. © The needy muſt not be ſuffered long, 


in common, to wait doubting. True charity is ſoft and mild, 


guided by diſcretion. Some miracles behoved to be gra- 
dual. The light of truth, in like manner as here, does not of- 
ten enter all at once. 4 To avoid oftentation in good work, 
is highly requiſite. ' Deſpiſe not the weakneſs of new begin- 
ners to he Rom. Xiv. 1.—xv. 1. * Bleſſed are they, who both 


corporeally and mentally ſee things as they are. * The ſacrifice 


of thankſgiving is beſt begyn in home retirement. Eagerneſs 


and paſſion are apt to exhauſt themſelves ſoon, There is a 


- 


time to ſpeak, and a time to keep filence, 


Sect. 213. The people's opinion of Chriſt ; Mat, xvi. 13, Kc. 


M. viii. 275 &c. Lu. ix. 18, &c. 


' 2 ReLIcion diſcourſed of, delights and ſhortens journies re- 
markably ; and faves the uſual great loſs of time. ® Such 


mean and humble appellation —— 19 


\ 


\ 


— * 
— 
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thoſe who are lifted up with titles. The underſtanding muſt 
not be left to it's own conjectures; but the lights of God con- 
ſulted cloſe. As mens affeQtions are, ſuch are their differen- 
ces of judgement often. Truth is but one, error infinite, 4 
Out of CRRISs r's ſchool, there is nothing but uncertainty and 
faiſchood.. Trial ſhould be made af people's ſpiritual profiting, 


from time to time. © This is the grand fundamental truth, 


- which comprehends every thing to be believed relative to the 


| Ju. 11. 


nature of our divine Saviour, and to be profeſſed before the 
whole world. Here all Chriſtians agree, Heb. xiti. 8. 1 Cor. 


Ser. 214. SAN knowledge, to thoſe who conſider, 
is the gift of Gop. * Such honour was common to him, with 
the reſt of his apoſtolical brethren, ſee 1 Cor xii. 28— iv 32, 
37. Eph ii 20 Rey xxi 14, 20. Herein they have no ſuc- 
ceflor. © How a Church of CHRIST is to be underſtood, may 
be conceived from Rom. iii. 21. 2 Cor. vi. 16. 2 Pet. ii. 5. 


1 Cor. ni. 9. Eph. if. 20, Acts xv. 7, Gal. ii. 9. Tit. ii. 14. 4 Chriſ. 


tians cannot remain under the dominion of their laſt enemy, Jo. 
V. 24-—Xi, 25, 26. 1 Cor. xv. 25, 55, 56. Acts ii. 24. Rom. vi. 19. 
Eph. v. 27. Faith muſt be voluntary, Pf cx. 3. Rom. xi. 20. 
Nor ſhall any perſecuting aſſaults be able to overthrow the 
Church, to the end of time. Even to this day, we behold the 
accompliſhment of this prediction, comp. Pt, xlv. 16.—xxii. 


30. Every thing which is not of Gon, is ſoon brought to 


nought. No new laws were hereby authorized. Abſolu- 


tion from guilt is the ſole prerogative of CHRIS ; and is not 


to be found out, but from ſcripture grounds, Miniſterial judge · 


ments upon earth are only ratified in Heaven, when they are 


eee to the rule of Gop's word. 7 To declare what 
was lawful and allowable, or the contrary, was the proper 
apoſtolical office, nor does the promiſe here extend any far- 


ther. - © Sedition and tumult, upon any account, chiefly in- 


deed religious, is, by every fair mean, to be prevented Be- 


bold in the example of CHRIST, what a rare ſelf-denying prus 
dence. Let us be thankful for whatever light we have, and 


preſs on to brighter diſcoveries 
1 7 Fn iro, * : 7 e 3 


. 
* a * 
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EECT. 215. Jeſus foretelleth his own Suffrings and Death; 
-- -— Mat. xvi. 21, &e. M. viii. 31, &c. Lu ix. 22, &Cc. 
5 LENS 0 ? ö N 


e Brnol p an abridgement here, of goſpel eculiariti 1 


\ 5 
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us be willing to ſuffer with CHRIS r, if we deſire to riſe with, 
him. The belief of Cxr1sT's death, without that of his re- 
ſurre&iqn, would be matter of juſt ſcandal, Plain warnings 
ſucceed beſt to wiſe, open and candid acknowledgements, with 
grounds of hope ſuperadded to them. Would we entertain 
ourſelves more with the.thoughts of death, it would be leſs a 
terror to us. Familiar converſation relaxes the mind exhauſ- 
ted by intenſe ſtudies. e WARS : 


Sxcr. 216. How apt are we, in ſpite of all our blind- 
neſs, to judge and cenſure the ways of Al M HY Go? The 
more CHRIS has done and ſuffered for us, the more unbound- 
ed ſhould our gratitude. and obedience be. To ſpare tranſ- 

ſſors too much, is a fatal kindneſs, They are adverſaries 
to Gop and to CarisT, who put themſelves in the way of 
oppoſing good, ſee Num. xxii: 22, 32. Such ſharp manner 
did prove his willingneſs to die. Whoever ſtumbles at the 
croſs, is an enemy to CHRIS r. What a difference is there be- 
tween man divinely aided, and man left to himſelf ? comp. 
verſe 16, &c. The moſt enlightened and holy, have reaſon 
to be humble. Vivacity and carnal tenderneſs. are much ts 
be miſtruſted. Such abſurdity of conduct in Peter, Curisr 
would forgive, but would not expoſe to the criticiſm of the 
world. d This was an exerciſe of authority, without anger, ſee 
Mat. xvii, 1, &c. He is more to be hated as a ſinful apoſtate 
nature, than as a name, or perſon; in like manner as hell ought, 
for being a wicked ſtate. - His poſſeſſion of the ſoul, is more 
to be dreaded, than that of the body. x. 


SECT. 217. Þ* Tnts is the perfection of love; a virtue ſa 
exalted, that no other part of religion is to be named with it. 
O Lon, thou art my peace, thou art my only reſt; help me 
to die daily to the world, that even ſhame arid contempt for 
thy ſake, may not only be ſupportable, but welcome to me! 


Gor cannot be ours, nor we his, unleſs we renounce our own. 


will to him in every thing The things we part with are 
more Gop's than ours The power to part with them, at 
God's call, is greater privilege, than right to poſſeſs: them at 
his grant. Obſtacles ſhould redouble zeal. Dangers look 
moſt terrible, at their firſt Lee Good Gop mould my 
will into thy holy will! We muſt not expect to triumph, be- 
fore we fight, In proportion as CnRIST was oppoſed, his 
virtues grew in ſplendaur. d CHRIST ſuffered all manner of 


evils, that his followers might the better underſtand what 26e. 


— 
— 


wards 


46 REFLECTIONS ON THY 


wards they have to expect; and that their thoughts might be 
raiſed to heavenly things. In his death he made a gainful traf. 
fic, by purchaſing faithful men and martyrs, Auguſtin. 
Death cannot be eſcaped ; and why, then, loſe our ſouls, from 
the dread of it? Such condeſcenſion in argument was wor- 
thy of our generous maſter and Lon D. To one who loſes the 
ſoul, every thing is loſt. Whilſt men are able, they will do no- 
thing; and when they would fain do every thing, they are de- 
prived of power. What a ee prevailing deluſion 
4 We cannot promote a religion, which we do not profeſs, e- 
yen before them who favour it not. * A moſt juft but terri- 
ble threatening. - There will not only a difference be made, 
between the good and the wicked, but there will be different de- 
grees of rewards among the righteous themſelves, ſee Mat! xi. 
23. 1. Cor. xv. 4t, &. Jo. xiv. 2, 3. It is of the greateſt uſe, 
to think frequently of the laſt judgement, or, which is the ſame; 
to think of death, 1 Pet. i. ). The hope of future glory may 
well be aſſiſted by CHRIS 's transfiguration upon the mount; 
whereof thoſe who ſuffered with and for him, were witneſſes, 
2 Pet. i. 46. &c. Likewiſe; and above all, by his riſing as 
our ſpecimen from the dead. | n bn e 


GENERAL 


ALL is left by our Lon y to free choice, being the property 

| of true religion not to-compel, but to perſuade, comp. Jo vi: 
N Calvary in this world is the general ſtation of a Chriſtian. 
What is worth much coſts much. He that can make a facri- 
fice of his will, is Loo of himſelf. Hence ſprings that ineſti- 
mable peace, which makes the happineſs of this world. Let 
us, under the worſt that can happen, ſteadily eye the bright 
crown, the white robes, the triumphant palms, by which the 
valiant and noble band of martyrs are diſtinguiſhed, Self 
will is the greateſt idol in the world; it is antichriſt, antigod. 
By taking into our thought time paſt, prefent, and to come, 
we are able to raiſe a true judgement of v what is intereſt. The 
primitive Chriſtians were invincible amidſt ſufferings; at which 


= SECT. 218. | Mat. xvii. 10, Kc. u. ix. 11, &c; 
© TRACTABLE diſciples humbly defire that inſtructiom 
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harbitipets of J=sUs'CunisT; It is prudent, to open up the 
truth by degrees j to awaken the attention, ſo as fully to con- 
vince. Wo to thoſe, who not only ſtop their ears, but occa- 
fion ſufferings-td upright earneſt reprovers: A preacher who 
is not diſpoſed to ſuffer, and be deſpiſed, is ſo far from contri- 
buting to reſtore all things, that he is in danger of loſing him- 
ſelf. They whom the world ſpare, are uſually ſuch as flatter 
them. It ſhould comfort the fincere, that their enemies cal 
do nothing more than Gop is pleaſed to permit; 2 


e u A b. Wi 


Scr. 219. Chriſt is transfigured ; Mat. xvii: I, Kc. ui; int 


15 2; &c. Lu. ix! 28, &c. N 
+ TT is the prerogative of the ALM, to advance whom 


- I he thinks fit to extraordinary favours yet the deſigned 
witnefſes of our blefſed Loxp's agony, were choſen in great 
wiſdom and goodneſs, to this glorious ſcene. b Prayer is 4 
chief preparation for high ſpiritual privileges. For that pur? 
poſe, and to live by faith, we muſt often withdraw from the 
world. © By the glory of all the three was moſt diſtinctly pre< 


figured the reſurrection of the blefſed Ixsos. As the human na- 


ture was in that, ſo in us it may become inftantly glorious and 
* Heb. xi. 39, 40. Jo. i. 14. 2 Cor. xii. 2 Be- 
hold a imen of the beauty and perfection of the ſaints, af- 
ter death, 2 Pet. i. 15. Ph. iii. 21. Hete is encouragement 
form the moſt difficult duties. How animating even to 
bleſſed JIxs us, to encounter his amazing and ee 
ſufferings with firm refolution ? Now was the vail. taken off, 
from his low outward ſtate. © Heavenly delights intoxicate, 
2 it were, comp. 2 Cor. xii. 1, &c. the the friends of JIx- 
sus behold his glory with awe. Trembling mingles with their 
joy, 8. C. To a mind elevated with devout joy, it is painful 
to deſcend, but obedience is the teſt of love; S. C. The ſweet- 
neſs of outward comforts, makes people too often forget the 
ſufferings they have to go through, in their way to heaven. 
What am agreeable furprize muſt it be; to become like unto 
the angels of a ſudden; yea, like unto the ſon of Gon him< 
ſelf ;/ to be placed all in our proper ranks and order, under _ 
Norable head; to be reunited am as brethren to CHRIS H? 


6 


Ster- 


— 


44 


neceſſary to be cured. by him, and did ſerve to prepare for that 
which is more ſtrong and ſaying. When the words of Jzsvs 
' feem harſh, they ſtill conſiſt with a moſt gentle heart Even 


_ deavours to forſake evil habits, 
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- SreT. 220. * WHAT particular reſpeCt is due to ſuch a de- 
oration ? Hearing is then effectual, when it leads men to o- 
ey, love, follow, and imitate. | Cn1sT is the ſureſt guide to 


duty and happineſs, comp Lu. ix, 31. Great and extraors 


dinary truths fill the mind at firſt with fear. Man ineumber · 
ed with fleſh, is incapable of large divine communications. He 
muſt be content to ſee them by the light. of faith. © Till the 


reſurrection, it is not poſſible for any human mind to conceive 
the things which Goh prepares for thoſe who love him. 


Sn cr. 221. Jeſus cures a Lunatic; Mat xvii. 14, Kc. M. i, 
| 14, &c. Lu. ix, 37, &c# | 


* Inv3n1oOvs and ill-natured oppoſition is a fatal effect of 
ambition, pride and avarice, more hateful in teachers of reli- 
ion, than any other. > The ſeryants of Jesus: may be preſ- 
Fed hard with difficulties, that they may know the want they 
have of him, in religions duties. To pray in humility and 
confidence is to inſure ſucceſs, 8. C. Parents obey the voice 


of Gon, in the inſtinQs of their frame, when they ſeek for 


relief, 8. C Such care endears the child, and promotes re- 
ciprocal affection. Liften not to the ignorant and pteſumptu- 
ous, but to thoſe who ſtudy and practiſe the art of curing, 
8. C. What a bleſſing is the health of young ones; and how 
does the want of it rebuke ingratitude? Their ficknefs che- 
riſnes the ſpirit of prayer, and faith, and hope, 8. C. 4 Juſt 
emblem of the rage and power, and miſerable fruits, of vicious 
impulſes. Miniſters ate ſometimes not uſeful, through a juſt 
— on their unbelieving people. At other times, as 

ere probably, their ewn faith may be cold and wavering. In 
either caſe, the power of Ixsus is withheld. Both they and 
their people ſhould purify their hearts by ſname and humili« 


ation. 


_ Seer. 222 Firn in CnRiex, to a certain degree, was 


the contradictions of incredulity muſt not be too haſtily de- 
ſerted. The devil and his emiflaries redouble their affaults, 


when they ſce that Cyrisr is ready to xwreſt, a ſoul from them. 


A lively emblem, top, of ſtrange convulſions, from hearty en- 
Sometimes diſcaſes art ſent 
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faf u puniſhment ; at other times, to exereiſe, and ſanctify 
the good. Infant troubles and deaths are the plain fruits of 
Adam's tranſgreſſion. 4 The devil only can act under the 
permiſſton of à ſuperior. In prayer, conſider not fo much 
what GoÞ is able to do, as what thou me able to aſk, The 
uſe and jticreaſe, and rewards of faith, ſhould be the objects 
of our perpetual and ardent deſires. He who begins a good 
work only can perfect it. > What a happineſs, to meet with. 
an enlightened, and charitable deliverer, or ſoothing com- 
forter? The utmoſt docility, gratitude, and reſpect, are due 
"0 n may love itſelf rebuke, and — the ſin» 
ner to 


To examine into the obſtacles of our ſucceſs, is a proper 
mean for obtaining more gtace. > Amendment is the proper 
uſe of ſeaſonable rebuke. A quick apprehenfion of the re 
and-importance of goſpel motives; mate: ſubmiſſion to the h 
eſt precepts poſſible. * Faith is not leſs necefſary now for falva« 
tion, that it was then, in order to perform - miracles. Faith 
is at onoe the ſeed and the fruit of many prayers, and a peni- 
tent life; Prayer and faſting, above the common, help to 
raiſe and cheriſh people's ideas of the divine power, as well 20 
inward ſerenity z both very favourable to the growth of faith. 
gome vices of great power, and of long continuance, require 
the like method of ejection. Who ſhould grudge time upon 
ſolemn and intenſe religious exerciſes, who have ſo much to 
ſquander not only upon labours, but amuſements ? 


$ecr. 224, Feſus foretelleth his own death f Mat. xvii. 22, &c. 
TONY u. ix. 30, &c. Lu. ix. 43, &c. 1 


2 ven an example of prudence is highty beneficial. o 


lamitous events, when unexpected, are next to intolerable. 


We ſhould prepate one another for a favourable reception of 
what is ungrateful and mortifying. Freedom from worldly 


affections, is a great ſecurity to virtue. Whilft we mourh 


over vice, which gave occaſion to fo much torture and ignomi- 


5 let us rejoice in the thoughts of hig reſurrection It is di- 
ne charity, to alleviate pain from diſagteeable trutbs. The 
beſt mean of comfort id EE 
928 | - | 
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difficult to make people underſtand. what they are unwilling te 
know, or go through; yet natural dulneſs, or worſe, = 


not diſcourage an affectionate teacher. Here is a delightful 


oof of apoſtolical integrity. The credit of the goſpel riſes, by 
thats infirmities, who "lA afterwards ſq 1 a 
mirable is the gentleneſs of our divine Saviour | *It-is a diſin - 
genuous fear or baſhfulneſs, which makes us chuſe rather to 
pontinue ignorant, than to diſcoyer our ignorance, | 


/ 


fy 


SxcT. 225. Feſus pays Tribute: Mat, xyii, 24, & c. 


* A Carey thing in charity is, to give no occaſion for ſcan- 
dals. It is pleaſant and highly endearing, to conſider and pro- 
vide for other people's neceſſitieg, along with our own. Let us 
pdore the grace of CHRIST, who, being rich, became for our 
fakes thus wondrous poor. If the money was then created, 
how great does the power of our bleſſed N appear ? If the 
fiſh, ſome accident, had taken it up, how amazing his di- 
vine knowledge? He would not even ſeem irreverent toward 
the ſanCtuary. Let us learn from hence, to edify others by 
meek wiſdom. This, and what follows, ſerves to confound 


mens vanity, and eagerneſs, in defending their rights. Even 


where we do not rigidly inſiſt upon our rights, we may | 

of them in ſecret, — among friends. 3 Hence — — 
learn ſubmiſſion to public order; and to give, without grudging, 
ſome portion of our goods, when the ſervice of Almighty Son, 
and the works of piety are concern. 
N 1 E ; —_ "24-5 x 4G 
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ßer. 226. Jeſus reproves the ambition of his Apoſtles ; Mat. 
Ft” viii. 1, &C. M. ix. 33, &c. Lu ix. 46, &. 


"HO, after the apoſtles, ought not to be afraid of the 
pride of ambition? How ſubtle is it's poiſon, and 
how much pains muſt be taken even by churchmen to extract 
it? d Humility is peaceable, and always ready to, give place; 
whereas pride is ever diſputing about preference. Envy is 
the child of ambition. © Humility,.therefore, ought to be the 
FF n WEEN Cn" 
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hood, but their innate ſimplicity, ignorance of evil,” docility, 
e be ü e inen 1 e e e wind 
too often neglect and deſpiſe modeſt merit, to the great hurt 


both of their intereſts and uſefulneſs. To be great on earth, 


how much do people debaſe themſelves ; and how little will 
they do, to be great in heaven? What believer can be unde- 
ſirous of receiving and thereby giving joy to Jesvs CHRIST, 
in his good and virtuous poor ? The more child- like that peo- 
ple are, the more they merit our regard; eſpecially being often 
worſt uſed by the world. The character and emblem of hu; 
mility ought ever to be dear to us, Happy child | and yet, 
happier they by far, whom Ixsus doth ſtill embrace in the 
arms of his love ! Meek oppoſition and mild cenſure, are tru- 
ly admirable. Converts muſt be a long time proved, before 
we can know them to be ſuch. - The Father is proportionably 
honoured, or affronted, as CHRISH is. How many read and 
explain the above, who yet ſeem to be children in under- 
ſtan ding ? 1 5 n 


„nN E A A L. 


Tal perſon cannot be in the way of ſalvation, who is held 


under by the power of any diſorderly habit. A chief duty of 
paſtoral love is, to adapt lefſons to the weak, Hoſpitality, 
from regards to our divine Maſter, is truly Chriſtian. The 
chief — of humility is, to be unknown, even while ſerving all. 


Behold CHRIS TH and his Father, in thoſe whom we aſſiſt. Shall 


the. recommendation of any great perſon go beyond this with 
us? Nr ; N | - 


SECT. 227. * How different from Phil. i. 18 ? What a com- 
mon thing is it, to mingle our own paſſions with the affairs of 
Heaven ? Vanity — ales uſe the glory of Gop's name 
for a vail. When a man loves good for it's own ſake,” he wil- 
lingly approves the good which is done by others, Jam. iv. 9 

ov. XXV. 7. * CHRIST ſuffers many things to be done in 
church, which are done from weak wrong motives.” Let them 
be-allowed to continue-their endeavours, who appear to'be any 
wiſe uſeful; fince Gop, in ſo far, doth work by their means, 
The miracles complained of, was not 1 D's. © Why 
ſhould any ſuſpect an evil heart, when the outward appear- 
ance is good? They who do not e a right cauſe, when 
it lies under diſcouragements, ſhould be preſumed to wiſh well 
o it. They may come, in time, to be more orderly and cou- 
n 3 rageous 
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ragrous both. The goſpel is to be — 


. Dr ee e eee ate. 


GENERAL: 


o confine religion to thoſe who follow us, is a Ee au 
of ſpirit which we ſhould avoid, and abhor. Candour and 


moderation will ever put the beſt conſttuRion on dubious caſes, 
hoe who have been nouters in the war between Cunisr 


and Satan, ſhall one daf be treated as enemies, comp Mat, 
xii; 30. Lu. zi. pete, fewer declared enemies that Gop 
ee en e n eee e 


1 


ner en Geernie 0 27 egg e 6e v . | 


Sten i ditt 75 

. 171 is tender piety to be thus DEI for modeſt ven 
eſpecially in the young, comp. Rom. xiv. 13. 2 Co. vi 3. 
1 Cor. viii. 1 2 pect offences; and provide againſt them, 
Dread ſeduction. Scandals ought to be fi, as much as poſs 
ie. The ſuperſtition a uo libertinila « of _ rer an 
—_—_ 0 the whole. 5 


Scr. 229. „Sone Chriſtians en are der he 
. rt ignomimy and eontempt, to things bad; and much 
and une n perienced It is a cruel matter to 
ö or another. Ile 
ke of charity is light; whereas the yoke be of Govꝰs juſtice is 
Ceckerdble Lark. is diſgraced by 2 
Iy Mfe. They who are acceſſury to oy 1 * 


ann 


Sor. 230. * IT iv x high pitch of ection to ſeek the | 
good of thoſe who, either sor malice, have done 
xs wrong. How precious are the pions in the ſight of Al- 


mer Cop? An pe weer oe. . 
11 can 


eee eee . r. 1 Cor 

think to hurt the purchaſe > generous Saviour's blood ? To 
\xouinteraClt his amazing love ? comp. Lu: xix. 10. Our care 
of others ſhould be even to anxiety - Souls, whoſe wants are 


E (prenteſt, ſhould be ofteneſt and — affectionately applied to. 


Fo convert ſouls, we muſt uſe prayer, and good 
Aer Ta thi parade, che immenſe care of the cars of the Father f. 
* might 


e ſcandal of a diforder»- 
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mighty for his reaſonable creatures, and the value which: he 
puts upon the leaſt of them, are beautifully held out, Let us 
do all the good we can to others, for Gop's ſake, and as in his 
preſence. Happy they who harmonize with the pyrpoſes of 
infinite and everlaſting mercy] Toto berth 


SECT. 231. TRE ſevereſt mortifications ought to be ſub- 
mitted to, rather than indulge to what is criminal, comp. 
Mat, v. 30. > How ſhort and light is the pleaſure of a . 
al gratification, ta be purchaſed at à price ſo dreadful ? A 
thief or extortioner had better have both hands cut off, as uſe 
them ſo wickedly. In the repetition of what is ſa important, 
the wiſdom and love of Jus us is conſpicuous. Who can img3 
gine all the horrors which thoſe ſtrong images do import 
Grace and mercy deſpiſed will giye them their keeneſt edge. 
© How many wiſe precautions do we take, to avoid places that 
are infectious? * Every man has within himſelf too many 
temptations to bn, and needs not ſeck for them abraad On 


way or another we muſt be facrifieed io Gon; to his juſtice 


or love, Iſa, li. 6. Jer. viii, 11,—xii.. 23-—xIvi. 10. Ezck. 
xi 9, 10,—XXxXix, 19. Iſa. xxxiv: 6, J. 1 Pet. ii. 5 Iſa lx. 
20, Col vi. 6. The ſalt of Chriſtian wiſdom is a high teliſn 
of heavenly things. If once loſt, how difheultly is it recovers 
ed? f True fcripture wiſdom produces humility z and humili+ 
ty, A good man renders life happy, by communicat- 
ing himſelf, comp, Ly, xzii. 24. 2 Cor zii. 11, 1 Th. v. 13. 
tJzsUs CHRIST is only to be found in the boſom of peace. 


among others, He who can keep good underſtanding with 
men of rugged diſpoſtions, is truly great. Salt is the praper, 
emblem af wiſdom and duration; and with this every gaod 
intent, like a ſacrifice, ought to be ſeafancd, elſe it will cors 
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Ir is a great happineſs to converſe with thoſe of excellent 

Judgement. None of the ancient prophets ever repreſented 

the terrors of the LoxD in ſo awful a light, as our divine Sas 

yYiour hath done, Infidelity wiſhes fur nothing better than to 

fee Chriſtians at variance among themſelves To maintain 
peace, we muſt learn, in many caſes, to deny ourſelves. Good 

temper takes every thing in hs 


beſt ſenſe i as the pecviſh and 


is" Gs | ty 


— 


Secure peace at home, in the firſt place, and then make peace 


1 
* 
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ty ate well preſerved by leaving off all impertinent and buff 

cCurioſity concerning our neighbours. Likes to . 
in their own ſenſe, rather than ſpend thy ptecious hours in 
wrangling and contention. Chriſtians are not only fooliſh and 
ſenſeleſs, but mad and frantic, who can be indifferent to dread: 
ful future puniſhments. | | 


- SHES ” 8 1 E eas: 2 3239 n . 
| Buer. 232. Concerning brother reprooft and forgiveneſs ; Mat. 


x viii. 15, Ke. Lu. xvii 3, &c. - 


Wx muſt not ſee à ſoul periſh, without concern and help; 
Spare confuſion and ſhame to the tranſgreſſor; as much as may 
Without great care, we may wound a brother inftead of 
curing him. Gentle remedies operate ſtrong upon the in- 
nous. ©: Let it be evident, chat by b brother's good, and the 
reſtoring of former amity, is thy ſole aim. Imperfections are 
te natural inheritance of humanity. The more Go preſerves 
us from excefſes, the more compaſſionate we ought to be of 
"thoſe who give way to them. +© Such prudence renders a pu- 
blie meaſure quite juſtifiable; Whilſt we prevent their deny- 
ing a fault, we muſt not make it generally known ourſelves. 
The preſence of perſons of character adds weight to\admoni- 
tion; ſilences objections, prevents diſputes, and juſtifies con- 
duct, Eccleſc-vin. 8, g. Even when offended, we ſhould ſeek 
| reconciliation, and propound terms. Deſpair not of reforma- 
tion, where there is any remain of a good underſtanding, and 
a generous heart. Even where no ſatisfaction can be obtain- 


ac, we muſt lay down alt enmity and hatred 4 To im- 


bibe- the forgiving ſpirit of the goſpel; we ſhould bear in 
mind the numberleſs inſtances in which Gop hath forgiven 
us; Eph. iv. 32.—v. 1, &c. Col. iii. 12, &c: Ta have re- 
courſe to authority, is the laſt thing to be tried. None but 
the incorrigible are to be excluded from religious ſociety. How 

horrid, to deftroy,'not.only religion, bfit common humanityy 

8 \ o 
in the name of the Lon! | 26S | 
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 A\'Fr1tnD. or, brother ſpeaks not like an imperious miniſter; 
but as he would to himſelf, with lenity aud calmneſs. Guard 
ga againſt ſudden vengeance, and ſullen ſilence. What muſt peo- 
0 ech of a profeſſion which has ſo little efficacy to ſweeter 
and ſoften the ſpirits of thoſe who maintain it 2 Every _ 

200. 18 | | 2 
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there is Cnxtisr + and 


DA. oo Se no he — Pm. 26.5: 


17, 18. Go heats 


herous natures are moſt inclined to fecomciliation. Injuries - 


forgotten: are beſt proved by future conduct. 
- Sect. 234. No Perſon is truly bound, or oled who is 


not ſo juſtly. They whom the world condemn, Gop doth of- 
25 abſolve The more brethren any perſon offends, the more 

e is bound over to puniſhment, Epk. iv. 32. Col. iii. 13. Mat: 
ix. 6. M xi. 10. Lu v 24 1 Tim. iv. 16. 2 Cor. v. 19, &c; 
A chutch's s proper buſineſs is; to declare goſpel terms. Gop. 


is beſt found in union and a | dure ence, prayers A — 0 


this kind muſt be wr Frartageons © Where charity is, 
ere diviſion is, there is the evil ſpis 
ks Jam. v. 16. The thidgs aſked, as in the preſent cafe, muſt 
od, ſought after i in à proper manner, 2 for a good en 
ler ese rft, Mat. vii. 11. Jam i. 5. —ir. 3 Jts0s CHurs 
is to be conlidered as an ever living and LR preſent nn 
comp. Mat; xxyiti. 20. Heb: i 3. Eph. i. 22. 


SecT. 234, . * SUrrogING the worſt that can xs fro 


dne ſinful creature to another, et; are each of them far more 


indebted to the divine juſtice. 
with benefits, honoured with friendſhip. 
doning, like every other kind of love, is an immenſe and cters 
nal de t: © A day of final judgement is the grand check ipod. 
am un giving temper. 1Tf we conſider, that we owe all to 
Gor, ho great mul be our debt to him? Each of us are 
inſolvent, with reſpect to divine juſtice. , The only proper 
remedies left th 4 finer are, hunitlity of heart, fervent prayer; 
hope in the divine patience, and a defire, with firm reſolution on 


ardon ſhould be followed 


to make the utmoſt amends poſſible by repentance, One th 


exerciſed, cannot have too great expectations. f To be thug 
gentle and'eafy of forgrveneſs is- truly God-like, 5 Hardheart- 
edneſs towards men, and mpratien e xt Gop, are on 7 
fure ſigns of a reprobate. The moſt monſtrous 
1 is, when the poor oppreſſeth the pours, How few do 

umble themſelves before Go p, thou debts 5 bis 155 
7 * and they are ſure to y ry ? comp. Rey iii: 
he finner, and yet the, finner will not 
hear on like himſelf. * Mat vii. 1, 2. Jam. li. 14. Ever 
one who is faithful to Gov, muſt efpouſe his intereſt again 
fi; and hard-heartednefs in particular. * Here are thyce 


fet in Ger 7 he" ne to his fer! 
enge e comic Fw 
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is ſufficient to be an enemy, but not a friend. Forgiveneſs is 
then noble, when the motives of indignation are greateſt, Ge= 


The love of par- 
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vant; an immenſe ſum to a trifle z and the moſt extraordinas 

ry e to the greateſt cruelty. The application of this 

Parable is fit to overturn all poſſible arguments in fayour of re- 

venge. The unmerciful violate Goy's covenant, and invade 

his rights. * Even this reſemblance, though dreadful, is but 

a faint one; for death puts an end to every kind of ſuffering 
upon earth. R 


FFF 


. Naroke, corrupted is ſtill ſeeking pretences to evade duty; 
eſpecially the difficult one of forgiveneſs. To forget the di- 
vine favours is a moſt certain way to relapſe into fin.. A may 
may be an oppreſſor, by an undue, ſevere, cruel exaction of 


that which is his own. The goodneſs and forgiveneſs of Go 


is at once à pattern and a binding law. Yet what pains and 
endeavours muſt be uſed with the bulk of men, to ſoften them? 
The whole body of CHRIST will one day riſe up againſt the 
revengeful. How excellent is the morality of the bleſſed 
Lonp Jxsus! e ü 


e H A T. XXVII. 


Axcr. 235. Jeſus goes up to the feaſt of Tabernacles ; Mat, 
ix. 1, &c. M. x. 1, &c. Jo. vii. 2, &c. is 

4 HE common Chriſtian pilgrima ought, in like man- 

* © Bp ner, to be remembered, ſee 1 Per 1. 17. Ph. iii. 20. 
Heb. xiii. 14. Ln. xiv. 33. Col. iti. 1, &c. b With Isos, 
the finiſhing: of one good work was but the. beginning of ano- 
ther. A true paſtor is never weary of inftrufting his flock, 
Early familiars need more evidence than almoſt any other, 
fee Mat. xiii 57. M vi. 4. Lu. iv. 24 Jo. iv. 44.—ii. 12 AQs 
i. 14. * Carisr's inclination is often meaſured by people's 
rivate views. * Carnal views are enmity to divine truth and 
love. Some will remain incorrigible, in the moſt regular and 
pious. families. Faith unites to CHRIS H more than the bands 
of nature. 5 They who only want the ſeaſons and . e 


ties of doing good, need no additional exhortations Even the 


goodneſs of a cauſe may not always be truſted to What is fit 
mult ever be preferred to what is moſt agreeable, * They who 
5 8 N | don · 
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gonform to the world have little to fear from it, 2 Tim ili. 12, 


Heb. xi. 28, 36, &c. The good love to be admoniſhed, and o- 
thers keenly reſent, ſee Wiſd. ii 12, &c | Itis preſumption to 
go 1 upon the face of ſeen hazard. Between pru- 
dent caution and duty, the medium is not always eaſy to hit, 
Jam. i. 5 | | 


SECT. 236. He cleanſeth ten men that were Lepers ; Lu xvii. 
WES, tr, Opt; 


; * Men, though enemies in ſome reſpects, will often chearfully 
* in what is for the common intereſt, comp. Mat. x. 5. 
The moſt ingenuous returns are often from the moſt unex.. . 
peed hands. There may be faith to pray, where an equal 
degree of thankfulneſs is not to be found. A mild check to 
prevailing ungrateful impiety. The Samaritan accuſes not any 
of his fellows, but is pleaſed to do his own duty. Such as 
have fewer advantages to well-doing will riſe up in judgement 
one day againſt others. Spiritual pride is, and muſt be, un- 
thankful. The number of the careleſs and diſcontented is al- 
ways greateſt. Let us labour to impreſs our hearts deepl 
with a ſenſe of divine love, as what Gop expects, and is —. 
delightful. O thou ever flowing ſpring of endleſs love, how 
ſhall I worthily magnify thee; how can I forget thee? Put it 
in my power, to make ſome ſuitable return! May my whole life 
be one continued act of gratitude and obedience ! Teſtimo- 


+ nies of reſpect and love are due, where no other ſervices can 


be returned. Ingratitude is a diſcouragement to munificence, 
and therefore moſt hateful, moſt injurious. . The ſenſe and uſe 
of a gift proves the worth of the receiver; as the gift itſelf does 
the good inclinations of the giver. Honeſt ſimplicity only 
ſpeaks to ſatisfy conſcience, How tender is CarIsT's re» 
proach of inſenſibility. 5 | DE EO Fats 6s 


GAL N n M A K. 


As reaſonable creatures, it is our duty to praiſe Gon. 
Pure worſhip ſprings from gratitude, more than fear. Be rea- 
dy to ſeek, as well as take occaſions of thankfulneſs: Praiſe 
is never ſo effectually ſet forth as in the regular good actions 
of our lives, Pſal 1. 23. Jo. xiv. 15. Rom. it. 4. 2 Cor. v. 15. 


* 
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. SECT. 237. He teaches in the Temple; J. vii, 11, Se, A 


Nox, however wiſe or good, can pleaſe all, 1 Cor. iv. 3, 4. 
om. xv. 1, 2, &c. 1 Cor. x. 33. Reproach is not fo hard, as re, 
{ting unto blood. The praiſe of a few wiſe is a great ſupport a» 
ainſt common ignorant defamation A very imperfect degree 
b virtue it ſurely is, not to avow right ſentiments. The weak 
may be borne with, if, at the ſame time, we are at due pains 
to ſtrengthen them, 1 Pet. ii 15 —iii. 15. © An example of 
noble magnanimity, with the greateſt prudence, ſee Lu. ix. 51. 
Mere literature {wells with pride. Hypocrites, above all o- 
thers, hate to be expoſed. The Spirit of Gop in Carisr is 
the beſt Old Teſtament interpreter. Let our care and dili- 
gence to learn from him, increaſe daily. Thoſe whom the 
Father inſtruQts by his words, have no need of peculiarly quick 
natural genius. The meek and humble aſcribe every good to 
Gop. * Probity ever yields to plain dictates upon the fide of 
virtue. There is a ſuitableneſs in this to pure, pious, heavenly 
doctrines, One religious truth improved, leads to another, 
Chriſtianity. carries it's own credentials along with it. 5 Pride 
d arrogance are crimes of high treaſon againſt Gop, IIa. 
xlii 8. Neither the inclinations, nor fear of men, determine 
rue teachers. The undefigning, if ſuſpected, are in danger 
wrath. In anger, men have no regard to truth and con- 
viction. They commit a ſore evil, who allow their tongueg 
to tun before their judgements, Mat. xv. 18, &c.— Xii. 34, 
c. No clearer argument of invuluerable virtue could well 
be given. He ſpeaks as one who had not heard. He renders 
got railing for railing. Is there any compariſon between a 
poſitive rite, and a work of great mercy ? Hoſ. vi. 6. 1 Sam. 
xv. 22, M. Xii. 33, Even in moral duties, there are degrees. 
Wrong judgement is chiefly deteſtable in magiſtrates, and 
ſpiritual zulers, Deut i. 19.—xvi 19. The wicked forward - 
neſs of ſome, ſhould not keep true doctrine from the good and 


ſimple. Thoſe who have not a temper of religion are not 


competent judges of things belonging to it. 
Ms: hf: BD n A 1. 


Tux worſt hereſy that ever happened was, that of denying 
men the uſe of Gop's word, as the alleged mother of conten- 
tion and error. Uprightneſs is a certain ſecurity againſt dan- 
gerous ſentiments in religion. People uncultivated, have no 

aly manner of defending themſelves. Feigned religion, 5 
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who is tur and beneficent muſt deteſt. Reputation 


ſhould always be meaſured by the ſquare, or rule of truth. 
Men of public character ſhould etpect to meet with variety of 
cenſures, and fortify themſelves by the example of CHAIN, 
comp. 2 Cor, i. 12. The honour and reward of faithful obe- 
dience will continue, when the memories of revilers periſh. 


The experience of an honeſt mind correſponds to Chriſtian 


doctrine, which is in the place of a thouſand ſpeculative ar- 
guments. A good man does not love an error, and therefore 
is not likely to die in it. To a wiſe act of judgement many 
—_ cancur, which haſte and imagination are quite incapa- 

le of, | : 


- SECT. 238. *Srr what an uncertainty it is, to depend up- 
on mere human leading, and reſpecters of this world. Pre- 
judice and paſſion may blind men to ſuch a degree, that no- 
thing can undeceive them. A ſhadow itſelf will ſatisfy weak 
ſecularized minds. Surely men had need to look well to the 
force of thoſe arguments upon which they venture their ſouls, 
£ How ſhould fuck knowledge of their hearts have ſtruck them? 
Any one now may teach the way of ſalvation thxough CHRITJ 
from the holy ſcriptures. Knowledge ſpeculative and practi- 
cal do widely differ, Tit. i 16. 1 Jo ii. 3, 4. The true know- 
ledge of the Father is beſt learned from his Son. There is no- 
thing ſo blinding as malice ; nor any thing ſo deliberately falſe. 


Many who have appeared moſt confident of their intereſt in 


Gop, neither know him, nor are known by him. The clof- 
ſer ſome are preſſed by arguments, the more furious they grow. 
They who like not to retain Gop in their knowledge, will be 
ready to venture. on the greateſt wickedneſs, Rom. i. 28. 
A greater miracle this, than to have ſeen a fingle ſheep quiet- 
ly feeding among a thouſand wolves, comp. Dan iii. 25.—v1. 
23- He who dicd willingly, could neither be taken by human 


art, nor force, 5 The leſs learning often, the more ſimplicity 


and goodneſs of mind to receive conviction. Some take all by 
ſhow, and thus take little notice of what is moſt. worthy of 
their eſteem,  _ Fa Se + 


SecT. 239. * In all ages, thoſe who ſhould allure and en- 
tice the unlearned to their intereſt; are often their greateſt e- 
nemies. Ambition covered with pretence of religion and doc - 
trine is a cruel peſtilence. How prepoſterous a piety was 


theirs? They held it unlawful for CHRIST, to do good on the 
babbath days; but lawful for them to kill, in midſt of a fo» 


lemn 


— 
— 
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mn religious feaſt, Mat. xxiii. 24. Gop, in his great wif, 
dom, choſe out' witneſſes of the reſurrection. He would n 

force truth upon malicious ſouls Here was fair and kind 
warning, yet without effect. What they ſaid ſcornfully, 


Gop did over-rule, to expreſs a real and important prediction, 


comp. Eph. ii. 17. 1 Pet. ui. 19. Darkneſs of ſpeech, at 
times, is proper to excite more diligent inquiry Hence, the 
death of Jesus appears to have been well deliberated upon. 
Such gentleneſs and knowledge of the heart together did 
greatly affect the Jewiſh officers. From men who are unwor- 
thy and perverſe, things of the higheſt importance are con- 
cealed, 2 Cor. iv. 3, 4 a 8 #4 


- SECT. 240: " Cirm1s7's refrefhful doctrine was like what 


ſprung out of the rock in the wilderneſs. Gon will ſave none 


but the willing, and fervently active. No means will ſuch ad- 
mit who axe otherwiſe minded, fee Jo. vi. 68. They have no- 
thing to fear, whom Gop keeps. By faith we lay hold on the 
promiſes, converſe with CHRIS r, and become full of the hopes 
of glory. Not only; ſufficient for themſelves, but to ſpare, 
Such were the apoſtles and others, to a parched world Still 
the Spirit is concerned, in knowledge, prudence, fortitude, 
real, conſolation, hope z and to be found in the diligent uſe of 
it by reading, meditation and prayer. MORON tr Lo 
G EN ENA I. 


Tac | 


-Frex the pureſt and beſt fountain can be of no uſe to one 


who comes, but drinks not, comp. Jo. vi. 53, 54. An en- 

ing manner ſhould be made uſe of to gain over proſelytes. 
It is our buſineſs to receive goſpel offers with zeal and grati- 
tude. The moſt learned and moſt diſtinguiſhed in the eye of 
the world, may be ſlaves to their paſſions, and averſe to be in - 


Frcr. 241. Tus even among the good, there are degrees 
of faith. » Such error in the beginning was very excuſable, if 
not uſed as a pretence for carping, Ph. iii. 15, 16. All 
gave their reaſons; but then all were violent. Vet is not 
CrxrsrT the author of diviſion, comp. Lu. xii. 49, &c. The 
follies of ſome fhould not be extended to all of one place, or 
office. Abuſive appellations and bitter ſallies ought not to im- 

preſs any. By honeſt defire and inquiry, even ſpecious abjec- 
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tons may be taken away. *4 Malice has no power, unleſs pers 
mitted. | | N 


SECT. 242. Wicky hope diſappointed riſes into fierce- 
neſs. d Mild argument ſuddenly bound up ſuch, as purpoſe- 
ly came to bind him, See Pſal. xlv. 3. Carisr's doctrine 
and character did mutually ſupport each other. His miracles 
were alone conciliating and illuſtrating. He was perfectly 
intimate with his ſubjects, and clear of all doubts, comp. 1 
Pet. i. 18. Jo. i. 18,—viti. 12 Mat. xiii. 54 Jo. vii. 15.— 
ji. 25.—iv. 29 —xii. 46. Mat. xxii. 22, &c They who have 
any remain of conſcience, will find neither heart nor hand to 
moleſt CHRIS r in his intereſt, ſee Lu. xxiv. 32. Mat. vii. 28, 
29. Lu. iv. 22. His religion is too elevated to be of human in- 
vention. © Nor former adherence, nor pay, nor example; 
ſhould move any to ſinful complying. What angry and con- 
ceited churchmen repreſent as blindneſs, is the glory of a man. 
An argument of mere human authority is juſt as good as*no 
authority at all, with thoſe who are prudent and conſcientious. 
How great need have common people of well-informed,” and 
well. fortified minds? Furious and proud ſpiritual leaders, 
treat their people as beaſts All may, and ſhould, be fincere, 
loving and modeſt z which are far ſuperior to gifts. * Imper- 
fect hidden diſciples themſelves may be of uſe to a good cauſe. 
Pretences of regard to peace and expediency muſt not be ur- 
ged always againſt an open and honeſt acknowledgement, 
Mat. x 32, 33. Rom. x. 9, 10. Here is wiſe caution, among 
declared enemies. Let the accuſer be heard only with one 
ear, and keep the other for the defender. Even teachers may 
need to be put in mind of the divine law. The cauſe of righ- 
teous ſufferers ought to be pled. Be ever more the friend of 
truth, than of any mere ſecular intereft, perſon, or ſyſtem. 
The cleareſt truth is moſt inſufferable to vice. If it were e- 
nough to be accuſed, no one could be innocent. M To faction 
and deſign, argument is entirely uſeleſs. 


a „ E N E R A L. 


Canvry ſuperiors ought to ſeck- after the grounds of aſto- 
niſnment and praiſe, given by thoſe who depend upon them- 
One day, pious and humble ſervants ſhall judge their proud 
lords. An honeſt layman has the ſame undoubted right to 
judge of heavenly things, as any prieſt whatever. Rulers im 
togue have the ſole making of ſuppoſed hereſies. Arguments 


ſpecious 


9 
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ſpecious, and yet unconvincing, are always to be ſuſpeQed. 
Honeſty and calmneſs are the chief requiſites for diſcerning 
truth, ſee 1 Cor. viii. 1 —i. 26, &c. What a deſperate wie- 
kedneſs is it to arm both knowledge, and an appearance of 
religion, againſt the truth? 1 Cor. xii. 14, &e. Col iy, 
5, 6. Creatures fo imperfect as we all are, ſhould allow a 

fair hearing to thoſe who differ from us. To judge with wif- 
dom and precifion, the head ought to be always clear. Cenſo- 
riouſnefs and Chriſtian piety can never dwell together, 2 Th. 
iii. 11, We have as much right to uſe our own underſtanding in 
judgement, as our own eyes to fee the way. Pathetic ftrokes 
are capable of moving the moſt obdurate hearts. 


Bac. 243- 4 woman taken in adultery is broupht to Jeſus; 
« Jo. viii. I, &c. ; 


- © Sout: retirement and vacation is neceſſary to the affection 
of teachers. b The morning is friendly to meditation; and 
| _— fervices peculiarly pleaſing unto. Gor, Prov. viii. 1). 

© The wiſe direct all their counſels, words and actions, to what 

is right, Eecl. x. 2. It is unſafe to judge of mens intentions al- 
ways from the firft appearances of their actions. He was no 
ciml judge, and it came not, therefore, regulatly before him. 

Bad intentions are not worthy to be anfwered. Deeds an- 

ſwer often better than words. 4 Accuſers ought to look well 

to themſelves, Mat. vii 3, &c. Vices in all their horrors ought 
not to be ſhewed publicly. Infidelity is a fight of horror; 
as a violation of the oath of God, and utter extinction of do- 
meſtic peace, S. C. A wife and good man may ſeem as if he 
underſtood not for a while, of conceal his purpoſes. Thus 
were they conquered, in the moment when they thought victo- 
ty ſure. A more direct anſwer, in the 1 caſe, would 
have been ground of malicious triumph. Divine grace ſecks 
not the ruin, but the amendment of a finher: Harſh accufers 

| are ſometimes, before Gon, the very worſt of tranſgreſſors. 
Towards offenders we ſhould ſhew ourſelves as we would that, 
Gop ſhould ſhew himſelf unto us. The very loweſt ſign of 
penitence ought to be encouraged, comp. Lu. ix 36. Happy 
facceſs ! Here, he explicitly condemns her crime, as a moral 
teacher, without invading the magiſtrate's province. Neither 
age, nor ſtation, nor circumſtanees, can bear out againſt in- 
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Tus ſierceneſs of revenge, and the ferceneſs of acetiſafion 


ate both to be avoided. To ſpeak truth ſeaſonably, requires 


much prudence and fear of Gop together. Tenderneſs an 
faithfulneſs united; have the moſt effectual tendency to re- 


claim. Eſcapes from danger ſhould engage to ſpeedy and tho“ 


tough reformation. 


SECT. 244. Jeſus preacheth again ia the Teniple j Js vials 


I2, &c. 


Tut world, in all ages, has been the ſcene of diſputes aud 
errors; and we ought to think ourſelves happy, amidſt ſo ma- 
ny clouds of contradiCtion, to have ſuch an unerring light to 
guide us. The moment we loſe ſight of revealed religion, we 


lunge into a dark abyſs. , Our diſpoſitions and actions ſhould 


formed upon the perfect model of Currsr, We cannot 
put a greater abuſe upon Gon, than to ſay he is obſcure in 
what concerns every man's duty and happineſs. The nearer 
we approach to the fountain of truth, the farther we are from 
the danger of error. V Defire and ſtudy are eſſentially requi- 
fite, Mat. xxiii. 37. © The word gives 10 
freſu morning beams, as well as N fallibl. direction, Mat. iv 
16 Heb. ii. 15. Rom. x. 17 Jo vi. 45 People of true and 
plain meaning ever chuſe the light; but the wicked fly from it: 
Jo i. 20. To inſiſt, as here, for more evidence than wag 
ſuſficient, is criminal. Conſider well verſe 14. A man may 
ſimply teſtify of himſelf, and yet be true Ignorance may bo 
4 great crime. * They who love what is ſpiritual, look to this 


in their judgements chiefly. Even a party, in ſome caſes re- 
htive to character, may witneſs, ſec Jo. vil. 14, 46, 1 Jo. v. 


17, 18. 1 Almoſt any thing bad may be believed of religious 
hypocrites, who put queſtions only with a bad intention, ſee 
Jo. vii. 28.—viil. 14- * How wonderfully was he pre erved 7 

ow admirable his boldneſs! His adverſaries ſtand confuted 


and confounded. * Chrtsr ſuffered not, but by the pleaſure | 


of his father. The inclinations of the wicked are often overe 
ruled, 1 Pet. iv. 19. comp. Jo. vii. 307 4-550 


& 


> 
7 . — — a3 - 
* * * 1 
- N 1 
N . 4 
p * PA - - 
K 4 4 * 1 | 8 — * 
N d A SEN 
_ - 
. ; 


y and happineſs, like | 


, 


756 REFLECTIONS- ON TRE 
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. REveLATION, like the firmament. at times, may appear ob- 
ſcure, but, upon the whole, it is no leſs radiant: Modern in- 
fidels will ſhare the ſame fate with ancient ones; to be diſperſ- 
ed before the warm enlightening beams of the Sun of righte- 


©  ouſneſs, like fogs; ſo will the violences and fanaticiſms of it's 


more hazardous friends. It is for want of principles of ſolid 
knowledge, that ſome men are dazzled by ſophiſtry, and the 
moſt trivial objections appear eee | 


SECT. 245. PegverSION and ridicule of what is ſerious, 
argues a-peculiarly groſs mind How ſhould this moſt cer- 
tain knowledge of their ſecret thoughts have moved them? 
The preſence of great worth doth often excite envy and dif- 
pleaſure... They periſh by their own fault, who obſtinately put 
far from them the means of life. Ixsus died voluntarily, and 


in the full aſſurance of his riſing again, and aſcending. d The 


wicked devote their chief thought, care and labour, to objects 
of ſenſe, as their happineſs. Sinful familiarities ought anxi- 
ouſly to be avoided, Rom. x1i. 2. Eph. v. 11. 2 Cor. vi. 14, 
&c. Jam. i. 27. comp. Jo. xv. 19. 1 Jo. iv. 3. A principle 
of ſound and vital faith, only can prevent people's periſh- 
ing. %s . | # 1 1 B 4 ; 
Src. 246. * QuesTIONs aſred from a froward mind, 
need not to be clearly anſwered, ſee Mat. vii. 6.- > There is a 
time for all things; and in particular, to accuſe, reprove, judge, 


condemn. - © Unbelief is proportionably criminal and hazar- 


dous, to the degrees of evidence which people have laid before 
them, Jo. xv. 22. Heb. ii. 1, &c. Jo. vii. 28. © More clear 
words might have ſhocked, deſtroyed his yet weak friends, ſee 
Jo. xvi. 12. 1 Cor. iii. 1, &c. Heb, v. 12, &e Jam. iii. 1. In 
the very inſtant that ſome people think they have obtained their 


ends, they are undone. Their national miſery would lead 
multitudes of them to diſcern the greatneſs of their guilt, in 


the greatneſs of their puniſhment. _ © Falſe teachers and pro- 


phets are juſt the reverſe. How inſupportable will the bur- 
den of guilt prove, in a dying hour, and before the tribunal of 


Gop? f Gon is with one, when by any means he favours 
them, ſee Pf. cxlv. 19. Jo x. 17. Acts ii. 25, 26. Ph. ii. 8, 9. 
Heb. i, 9. What is moſt ignominious in itſelf, he can turn 


to the greateſt glory, ſee Dan. vii- 13, 14. Between him md 
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his faithful people, there is an inviolable union. Other teach- 
ers and holy men did offend at times, but CHRIST never. 


sxcr. 247. See Reflexions , Seck. 246. 


Tux common people are often more candid than their. ſpi- 
ritual leaders, Mat xiii 23. If Lcan ſhew a man reaſon and 
argument, I will convince him againſt his will. * Such an ad- 
dreſs to the ſecret ſtate of their minds, was in itſelf confirming. 
© Better not begin, than only begin juſt to leave off again, ſee 
Mat: xXiv. 13. Lu. 21. 19. Heb. x. 35, 36. 2 Jo viii. Rev. iii. 
2.—li. 10. 1 Jo. ii, 19. Diſſembled things laſt not, Lu. ii. 
25, Every degree of faith ſuppoſes knowledge in part; nor 
can we believe more than we know. Falſehood and ſuperſti- 
tion will profeſs any thing. The practice of religion ſerves to 
increaſe both faith and knowledge, ſee Rom. vi. 16. 2 Pet ii. 
19. Prov. v. 22. Chriſtian liberty makes no change on mens 
outward ſtate. The children of Gop preſerve their liberty, 
by doing voluntarily and with pleaſure, whatever may be re- 
quired from them as a duty of obligation. They are free, who, 
under Gon, are ſubject to rule; engaged to a fit end; o- 
bliging to others, and true to themſelves: effects noble and ge- 
nerous. Right reaſon and 1 ſeripture are the only ways 
by which men are taught of Gop. The very air of a re- 
proach is enough to irritate thoſe who regard only one part of 
a diſcourſe. + To be charged with a mean condition, offends- 
ſome more, than to be charged with vice. f. A ſlavery at once 
the moſt ignominious and wretched, Mat. xvi. . 26. comp. Gal. 
v. 21. 1 Jo. in. 8, 9. Rom. vii. 8, &c. Without ſincere obe- 
dience, external privileges will turn to little account, Rev. ii. 
10. Immoderate deſires, beſides being eaſily tempted and o- 
vercome, are apt to be provoked by thoſe who would recover 
and free them. 8 The eternal inheritance belongeth only to 
ſpiritual children. In like manner do they abide,” whom he 
is not aſhamed to call his brethren, ſee Jo. i. 12. 1 Jo. iii. 1, 
&c. Neither Moſes nor the Prophets could confer this privi- - 
lege. Manners ſo different, do evince a degenerate ſpurions 
race. Nobility of blood ſuffers diſgrace from ſuch. + How ſoft 
and wiſely gradual-is the progreſs of this reprehenſion? In 
ene ſenſe, they were Abraham's; and in another, not. 
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A Sravr of humour, paſſion, mode, cuſtom, can fawn, 


peace, and is baſely mean. Will, without reaſon; is blind, and 


againſt it, mad. Unnatural deſires have no bounds.. One of 
true reaſon'is free even as God is free. Experience of reli. 


- gion confirms faith, more than many . eee Prov. x. 31, 
Dan. zii. 10. This puts the ſoul into a 


tate of virtue and hap- 
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"Brew. 248. a Gopi x deſcendants ought to father theme 
ſelves by imitation, ſee If i 10. Ezek. xvi. 3 Rom. ix. 6, 7, 


8. Gal iii. 7, 9: In Govp's fight, the Gentiles were more A- 
braham's children, than the Jews. *The wicked boaſt of, and 


ſooth themſelves in external privileges, Heb. iii. 13. © True 
children love not only their parents, but all whom they love. 
Thoſe of Gon have a divine temper, reliſh heavenly things, are 


well known in them, and receive them, ſee ver. 39. None 


can have Gop for their Father, who love not CHRIST, Jo. v. 
23+ 1 Cor. xvi. 22. 1 Jo. ii. 22. ſee Jo. xiv. 14, 21, 23. 
'To reverſe this, would be the moſt deteſtable impoſition. The 

who are leaft afraid to commit fin, are leaſt unwilling to hear 
of it, Tt is juſt, that they who do what they will, ſhould hear 


What they will not. The weight of an affair may require 
ſharpneſs at times, Mat iii. 7.—xxiii, throughout, Acts viii. 20. 


ii. 20. Tit. i. 12, 13. 2. Tim. iv. 2. The greater any liar's 
ability is, the more he is miſchievous. Let them who pro 
feſs to hate the devil, hate fin, 1 Jo. iii. 8. 5 They who hate 
truth, deal in fraud, and perſecute, are of him. Such as moſt 


reſemble CHRIS r, may the more any and gracefully 'reprove. 


The hatred of truth, and the love of cruel meaſures, are cloſe 
conjoined. Innocence and ſanctity of life, argue ſtrict regard 
to truth. How admirable is this boldneſs, even in the midſt 
of ſharp-eyed enemies? ſee 1 Pet i. 19 —ii. 22. Unjuſt ca- 
lumnies are preſumptions in every one's fayour, comp. Mat. 
xviii. 15, Jo. xvi. 8. Tit. 1. 9, 13. To teach what to do is ea- 


ſy; but, by doing, is true art, 1 Pet. v. 3. Even eloquence, 
_ without virtue, is a ſword in the hands of a madman. The 


ſmalleſt defect in an accompliſhed perſon is ſoon taken notice 
of by the ſpirĩt oſ envy * Human authorities are not needful, 
to ſupport what is divine. It is difficult to give underſtand- 
ing to him that has no mind to it; and yet more difficult, to 
PV. 
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Arutenty Gop refuſes greater manifeſtations to ſuch ; and 
in mercy too, not to heighten their guilt, | ER 

n um‚⁹m OK 
Katt edifying folely in view. Reprove with the heart of 
a father. ey who have time and opportunity to be con- 


yinced, ' but want inclination, diſcover great p 5 
Jo. iii. 19, 20. If men and devils agree in the ſame temper 


and diſpoſition, it is no great matter, though they differ iu 


SECT: 249. » Patxvvr. conviction often vents itſelf in cru- 
el raillery. The moſt virulent and opprobrious language ſhould 


be borne with patience, and met with meek wiſdom, comp. 


Heb. xii. 3. 1 Pet. ii. 23, d Illuſtrious pattern of 1 Pet. iii. 
£ The reproaches of impotent wrath ſhould not be refuted, 
With people of ſober thought, they deſtroy themfelves.  ® 
Where modeſt ſilence might be conſtrued into a conviction 
of guilt, there is a call to ſpeak for Gon's glory. How mo- 
wel. is the complaint! An example to be imitated by all, 
f Sufferings for truth and virtue's ſake will be fully vindicated 
in the end, and have a ſure eternal reward. By how much 
men revenge not themſelves, Gop will ſeek after it, and judge 
for them the more. One who is impatient ſnatches vengeance, 
as it were, out of the hands of his proper judge, Rom. it. 
19. 5 Death to the good, is more properly a ſleep, in order 
to effect a ſudden and glorious change, fee 2 Cor. v. 1, &c. 
1 Th. iv. 13. In compariſon of this, temporal life is not wor- 
thy of a name, ſee Mat. 'xxii; 32. Lu. xx. 38. * What is told 
for inſtruction, the wicked turn to their own hurt. To take 
in a bad ſenſe what may be well interpreted, is real harſh judg- 
ing. To admit and cheriſh a falſe opinion of one's felf is 
highly criminal, Heb. v. 5. * True ſpiritual knowledge leads 
to fincere, univerſal and affectionate obedience, comp. 1 Jo. 
4.3, 4 1 Th. i. 8. 1 Jo. iii. 6. Rom. ii. 17. Tit. i. 16. 1 A- 
dored be that providence, who determined our exiſtence to 


this happy day! 1 Cor. ii. 9, 10. Pl. Ixxxix. 15, Kc. * The 


paſſionate in diſpute ever become violent. With them, to cut 
off is a ſhort work, Acts xiii. 47, $0.—xx. 21, 22. Force, 
when CnrrsT willed, became as impotent againſt him, as 
weak arguments, ſee Lu. xxiy. 16. Give place unto wrath. 
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dxcx. 250." Jeſus reforeth a blind man to fight ; Jo. ix. 1, Ke. 


IE never had beheld the light of the ſun, nor could tru- 
ly judge of moſt things around him, comp. Mat. xv. 
30.—xvili, 8. M. ix. 43. No art, no natural remedies could 
cure ſuch a diſorder. ® Rath and harſh judgement (ſee like- 
wiſe Acts xxviii. 4) Vices deduced from ſingular trials ſhould 
be very obvious, 1 Cor. xiii. 5. Obſerve. here the imperfec- 
tions of CHRIS T's diſciples, as yet, and how patiently he bore 
with them. The only wiſe and good Gop is Lord of life, 
death, health, and fortune The Erereſt of his appointments 
are made beueficial, upon the whole. How marvellouſly in- 
ſtructing is this ſingle caſe ? How confounding to unbelievers ? 
* Curious diſputing ſhould. always give place to beneficent 
works. When time js fhort,. our diligence ſhould be greater, 
No day whatever is too holy for charitable works. How mo- 
deftly is every ground for adyancing his own glory ſet afide | 
He lives not at all, who does nothing beneficial. We ſhould 
not begin to live, when we ſhould leave off. The remembrance 
of death is a preſſing motive to all virtue. They are timely fer- 
vent in good, who advance every day more and more therein. 
Days, as they paſs, ſpeak to us of their conſummation, and we 
mould liſten to their parting voice, S. C. We muſt not ex- 
pet reſt, till we have finiſhed our courſe; and ſhould die 
working. Time is the moſt precious gift which God hath giv- 
en us, and yet how many diſſipate it with a profuſion equally 
extravagant and unaccountable ? © May each of us improve the 
prefent day; ſeize every opportunity | To be continued af- 
ter his exaltation, ſee a ſimilar phraſe, Mat. i 28. 5 Diſſem- 
blers in piety will never want matter for objecting. . They ſeem 
to ſeek a puniſhment of this kind, Mat. xv, 13. Pride of rank 
and office js flow to believe. True faith will never diſpute a. 
_ divine command. Here CarisT ſheweth mercy unſought, as 
. he ever did, with chearfulneſs. Spare the ſhame and bluſhes 
of a modeſt indigent, Deut xv. 4. They who negle ſuch 
eat and plain duty, and yet ſcruple at trifles, muſt be Phari- 
aic hypocrites, 2 Tim. iii. 5, Mat. xxiii. 23, 24. * Truth 
ſhines the more, the cloſſer it is examined into, comp. Jo. iii. 


20, 21. They who prohibit and puniſh diligent inquirers can- 


F 
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minds are often miſled by an appearance of piety, Mat ii. 5, 
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not, at bottom, be the friends of truth. Think of Acts xvii. 
11. Whilſt people aſk with a good intention, they are worthy 
of praiſe, and to be imitated, Jo. xvii. 38. Curiofity, anda 
worldly ſpirit, doth wholly occupy the multitude. ! the 
things that lead to juſt praiſe, and no more. | 
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To know how to uſe time is the proper buſineſs of life, 
and diſcovers the man of parts. What is eſſential ought to go 
firſt, and the reſt follow. afterwards. To be an economiſt of 
time, is the moſt effential morality z a proof of ſenſe, and re- 
gard to happineſs. The viciſſitude of day and night reminds 
us of the viciſſitude of human things. The one is an emblem 
of life, the other of death; both Ggnificant and teaching, S. C. 


* F * - 


Sect. 251, * Wrraovr manifeſt evidence, we ought ne- 
ver to apprehend” the worſt. The upright multitude ſome- 


times rely leſs upon their own humane judgements, than th 


ought to do, without the conſent of their ſuperiors. The mo 


violent and malicious Phariſaie paſſion tended to make the mi- 


racle known, and to prove the - certainty of it. ® True faith 


requires a field for diſplaying probity, and is not forced upon 


any by invincible arguments. Hardly any proof whatever is 
ficient to overcome haſty and cauſeleſs prejudice: Weak 


11. Luke xiii. 158. —Xiv. 5. Superſtition leads to rage, as ac- 
ceptable religious ſervice, even againſt boundleſs benevo- 
lence. 4 Among the worſt are to be found ſome admirable 


characters. O eternal wiſdom, teach me to order my actions 


with diſcretion, that they may be ever pure, proper and pro- 
fitable ! Religious cheat and impoſition is guilt peculiarly e- 
normous. '* Such defenders of innocence and truth were no 


ſchiſmatics'; though then, as ſince,” they might be upbraidedd. 


Admirable virtue, firmneſs and integrity, for fo private and 
unlearned a perſon ! comp. Mat. x. 28. How little do the 


learned and paſſionate doctors now appear? i As to ſeveral re- 
ligious articles, the ſame ſpirit doth ſtill obtain, from men of 


little or no profeſſion at all, to the very higheſt. * Such wie- 
ked folicitude did in the iſſue turn out againſt them, Pſal. vii. 
14. 1 Cor. iii. 19, 20. Evil deſigning judges ſhew what kind 
of anſwers they want; and to lead witneſſes after this manner 
is a great crime. What the world terms cautious prudence. 


las not integrity enough to merit fo good a name. To be ſi- 
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lent, at times, is to be 3 Every thing ſhould 

to plain duty, Mat. x. 16. The miracles of CHRIS, iow 

this, need not fear any examination. It is meet that 

who will not be reformed by teaching, and any other means 

of a gentle kind, ſhould be avoided, to their ſhame. * They 
who ſee the glory and excellence of CyrisT, will, at all ha- 
Zards, bear witneſs to him, comp. Prov. xxix. 25. 


GENE RA 


FacT10N ſeldom leaves a man honeſt, however it may find 
him. Obſequiouſneſs to mere authority ought ever to be ſuſ- 
pected. New light is not dangerous. to truth. Fairneſs of 
mind is manifeſted in following an argumentation with fimpli- 
city, and yielding to it, when natural and juſt., Men uſually | 
ve recourſe to abſurd preterices, when their prejudices hin- 
dier them from giving a fair attention to what is juſt-and right. 
The ambitious always over-rate their own ſervices, and under- 
value thoſe of others. | 15 


SECT. 252. * LyiNG in judgement is peculiarly offenſive to 
heaven, the diſgrace gf rulers, and a civilized country, In- 
genuous plainneſs ſerves to confound obſtinate /malice, comp. 
1 Cor. i 26, &c. Men of ſimplicity and freedom from guile; 
are leaſt aware of deſigned ſnares. *'This prudence was highly 
commendable, and exhibits a fine contraſt to Phariſaic cunning. 
© Honeſty, gratitude, and a good cauſe, inſpire noble courage: 
f Arrogant and weak minds * conſtant recourſe to this evil 
practice. To ſay any thing whatever, with a deſign to hurt, or to 
epreciate, is to revile. * There was nothing to hinder ſincere 
diſcipleſhip to both. * Were Moſes' miracles greater, more 
numerous, or beneficial, than thoſe of CHRIs T Were ſcrip- 
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as ſcripture, leads to thoſe concluſions, yer 1 Jo. iii. 12. 
| Iſa. ö 


Chr. xxxiii. 13. Beware of interrupting your defires to God, 
by any wilful fng.S, C. | Who, after this, will fand apo 


>. I. hh. EC ICs LES. com 


FF 0 © 2 KK Py, 9» Wa 


LR E MHC ce 


2 


„ 


the ſimple authority of great learned men? In all ſtations, a 
good and honeſt heart judges beſt, ſee Jo. vii. 48. Truth, 
after every trial, comes forth like pure gold. * A very com- 
mon kind of return to undeniable truth, and ſure evidence of 


a loſt cauſe. They who are favourably owned of Gon have 


ho reaſon to fear the cenſures of men, Pſal: xxxiv. 15. 
GENEE 4 L. 


Gor will ever be to thoſe who ſuffer for him, in propots 
tion to the injuries which they ſuſtain. Nothing is worſe 
done, than what is ill done for religion. It is eaſier to bear 
the ſcorn of the irreligious, than the inſolence of the hypo- 
crites. Controvertiſts cannot long retain their kindneſs for 
each other. Tyrants uſe all their arts to ſuppreſs liberal ſenti- 
ments, as likelieſt to oppoſe their private intereſt and ambition. 
Crimes beget one another with an unhappy fruitfulneſs. No 
ſign can warrant our belief, unleſs it be in conjunction with-# 
doctrine worthy of Gop, oa 


SxcT. 253. * Tris was like crowning, after victory. Pi- 
dus feryent gratitude opens the ſources of beneficence. Hap- 
py ejection, which led to the ſpecial care of Jzsvs | ſee 2 Cor. 
Wl» 16, 17, 18. As yet, he only underſtood the perſon who 
healed him to be a prophet. © Blefſed intercourſe! for now 
his faith was enlarged. _- | | 2 


Sxcr. 284. Tax who teject ſufficient and effectual evi 
dence, harden and become worthy of the ſeyereſt puniſhmentsy ' 
comp, Jo iii. 17, 19,—viii. 15. Mat. xi. 25. Lu. ii. 34. 2 
Cor. ii. 16. Þ Mark the rancorous ſwellings of pride, as 3 
chief cauſe of hardened unbelief, 1 Cor. iii. 18, 19. Rey. iii. 
17, K Knowledge and opportunities, when ſinned againſt, 
are fearful aggravations, ſee Lu xii. 47, &c. 2 Pet ii. 21. 
Jo. xv. 22, 14. How happily guarded was this return to theit 
captious and preſumptuous queſtion ? No man is greatly zeal- 
qus, who is not in ſome meaſure guilty. : Irritability expoſes 


to perpetual yexation. Diſpoſitions are beſt underſtood, when 
the mind and affections are ruffled. : nal 
by | 9 
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Sec. 255. Chriſt ſhews himſelf to be the geod Shepherd 
8 Jo. x. 1, &c. | YN 


1 SvcH as will not thus be led are not genuine ſheep, even 
though incloſed as the reſt were, Mat. v. 31, &e. comp. Jo, 
Vil. .19,—xViti. 37. * So doth CHRIST, by his doQtrine, er- 
ample, and providence. To be imitated by all other good 
+ 'paſtors, Tit. ii. 7. 1 Tim. iv. 12. comp Mat xxiii. 2, 3, 
vii. 15, &c. Rom. ii. 21, &c. Impoſition paſſes away, 
whereas truth ſtands the teſt. Love of faction, fedition, 
tumult, get themſelves names with the unwary, and follow. 
ers for a time, Acts v. 36, &c. *See how much depends 
upon probity of mind, with caution and prayer, Mat. xxiv 24. 


comp. xxv. 12 1 Tim. i. 13, &c. Tyranny and love of the 


world, are ſure marks of evil deſigning teachers. Such faith 
comprehends knewledge of his doctrine and will; fubmiſſion 


to them, and truft in him, comp. Heb ix. 26, & Jo xiv. 


6. In heaven all deſires and wiſhes ſhall be filled up. Stran- 
gers to the entertainment and uſefulneſs of divine ordinances 
have much reaſon to fear that they belong not to his church, 
or flock. The Lokp himſelf will ſhare with the faithful, in 


their future ineſtimable happineſs. Even in the labours of ac- 


ue piety, there is inexpreſſible joy and conſolation. 


Ser. 256. No evidence of love can be mote complete, Jo, 
xv. 13. comp. Rom. xvi. 3, 4. Ph. ii. 30. The more painful 
and ignominious his death was, the more conſpicuous his love, 
Heb. v. 7. Hereby he broke the power and empire of Satan, 
and fealed a moſt gracious covenant, Col. ii. 14, 15. Mat. xx. 
28. M. x 45- ® Oppoſed to this is inſtructing, warning, and 
good example. © There is a medium between cowardice and 
blind raſhneſs, which true affection to Gop and men is ſure to 
find. Between ſhepherds and their flocks regards ought to be 
mutual, Iſa. xl. 11. The fortitude of Ixsus is diſtinguiſhed 
and aggrandized by the power which he poſſeſſed, 8. C. To 
refign ſuch. power did coſt an agonizing. effort, 8. C. A 
haſty difengagement from honeſt and hearty teachers, is great 
guilt, Ezek. xxxiv. 2, 9. | | | 


SECT. 257. * THx1R experience, attention, and ſuitable re- 
turns, makes a difference between Cnr1sT and his people not 
ren to be effected. The fame way, between true ſhep- 
berds under him, and their flocks. ® True charity hath no 
chief reſpeQ to this world. © Not: to hear, therefore, is ſure 
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HISTORY OF CHRIST. 16 


and endleſs perdition. He is ſtill the ſame in his love, as 
when he died for us. Think with evangelical views of Pſal. 
xxiii. 1, &c. Rev. i. 12, &c. Acts ii. 24. Rom. v. 10. Jo. 
xiv. 19 —Xi. 25. 1 Cor. xv. 13, &c. Heb. vi. 19, &c. comp. 
Lu. xxii. 30. The time will come, when there ſhall bo but 
one and the ſame faith. CHRIST is the only center of unity. 
Jo be of the ſame mind with Gon, is to be the ſure object 
of his love. The ſame way now all his followers, Jo, i. 12, 
Lu. ix. 24.— vii. 33. | 


SecT. 258. *SECRET evils diſcloſed, cauſe great irritation. 
None but falſe devotees find pleaſure in putting themſelves in- 
to a paſſion. ® Attention is the natural fruit of ingenuity, . 
What, in ſome particulars, may be above people's underſtand- 
ings, ought to be overbalanced 5 the general wiſe and good 
tenour of diſcourſe. As our good words are, ſuch ought our 
good deeds to be. Malicious ſpirits have neither power nor in- 
clination to do good things, but to deſtroy. N 


c H AP. XXX. 


Sxcr. 259. Chriſt ſendeth out at once ſeventy Diſciples; to 2 
work miracles, and to preach ; Lu. x. 1, &c. $7 


* CARDER is neceflary to preſerve the harmony of the ſoul, _ 
| 0 ſenſes and peace. Holy ardour communicates itſelf 

by ſympathy. Colleagues ſhould be as little inclined to take a- 
ny advantage, as to ſuffer any to be taken. W Reſolution and 
zeal are much needed in a faithful, religious teacher. It ſhould 
appear to all, that they are indifferent to worldly grandeur and 
delicacies, Heb. xiii. 5. Their principal delight ſhould be, to 
relieve the indigent, to comfort the afflicted, to inſtruct the 
ignorant, to aſſiſt all with their good counſels and offices, 
who ſtand in need of them. The minds of the peaceable are 
ever beſt diſpoſed to truth. Gain confidence firſt, and you 
will afterwards gain what you pleaſe. Kind ſpiritual offers 
are not to be forced. What might profit, but is ſet at nought, 
muſt ever iſſue in ſevere vengeance. Monuments of dreadful 

and juſt ſeverity ſhould be often thought of. By comparing 

ourſelves with people whom _ think worſe than qurſelves, we 
| 2 ate 
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are apt to grow vain in our own conceits. 8 By how much thou 
haſt glorified thyſelf, and lived deliciouſly, ſo much the more 
torment ſhall be given unto thee, PR | e 


Sect, 260. Tux doctrine of CHRIs T, and his immedis 
ate apoſtolical diſciples, are the ſame, Heb. ii. 1, &c. 


* * 
* 
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i. Src, 261. Jeſus is received into Martha's houſe; + 
; 2 7 Lu. X. 38, &c. ; 


A Txsvs is the ſame. in aſſiduity and zeal every where. The | 
fpel of CarisT is ftill the voice of CyrIsT. The true 
friends of ſouls ſhould account it their beſt meat and drink to 
promote this. We always hear one with pleaſure, whom we 
cordially love. They cannot want ſufficient leiſure and oppor- 
tunities for ſpiritual improvement, who are at due pains to 
ſpare them from what is frivolous. ® See Jo. xi 4. Upon oc- 
caſions, what is even needful to the body, may, and ought to 
be ſacrificed to heavenly doctrine. No one member of CHRIST 
ſhould raſhly grudge againſt another, Jam. v. 9. © A loſs of 
temper is much to be feared in people's hurry about ſecular 
things; and more eſpecially in domeſtic cares. Happy is that 
meek compoſure which finds time, amidſt worldly buſineſs, 
for religious pleaſures and improvements] A Death puts an end 
tb all pains-taking for this world, and all it's enjoymentzs. 
Happy they who gather themſelves together, and reſt chiefly 
upon this good part, Lu. viii. 14. The whole concern of pru- 
dence is, to end things well, A large capacity ſtands in need 
of a large object to give it content, Fond friendſhip may miſ- 
take both geod manners, and what is, upon the whole, moſt 
obliging. The mind can only attend with vigour and intenſe- 
neſs,” to one object at once. Gop, by denying men perfect 
happineſs in this life, ſeems to have put them under a neceſſity 
of thinking on another. He thinks to no purpoſe, who grows 


| GecT. 262, The return of the ſeventy Diſciples Mat. xi. 25, 
. 7 8 Kc. Lu x. 17, Ko. ! 


Tux acquiring of glory, by public ſervices, is a ſtrong and 
univerſal paſſion in men. ® Falfe gods and vices, through his 
means, were worſhipped, Jo. xii. 13. Rey, xii. 9. Mat. xxiv. 
0 - 5 * 4 | FI 2 4 x . a ö 27: 
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29. Lu. xvii. 23. What took ſo much time, den of art, and 


ower to advance, was ſpeedily demoliſhed. ruin of Pa- 
ganiſm is the only example of popular ſuperſtition extirpated, 
Gibbons. All good Chriſtians are intereſted in things of 
much greater moment than miracle-working, ſee M. ix. 37. Jo. 
vi. 38.—vii 16.—xii. 44. The means and right to eternal 
life ate materially different, comp Jo. i. 12, Heb. xii. 23. Ph. 


ir. 3 4- Rev. iii. 5. — KX. 12, 15.—xxi, 2).—Xxii. 19.—xiii. 


18. Among the twelve Apoſtles there was a Judas, ſee Mat, 


vii. 22. A meek and lowly heart will be brought to heaven, 


when pride of gifts and parts ſhall be caſt out for ever. Let 
us not ſervily fear baffled evil ſpirits, but often think of that 
glorious ſociety among whom we are enrolled as members. 
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Päorksskp teaching is highly diſagreeable to the natural 
pride of man, as it implies ſuperiority of underſtanding to the 
perſon inſtructed; and ſhould, therefore, be ſoftened, given 
with a captivating air, and obliquely at times. | 


' SBcT. 263. Tut wile in their own conceit are more in 
danger of criminal ignorance than any other, 1 Cor i. 18, 21. 
The ſcripture doctrines are by no means too ſublime to be un- 


derſtood, even by ordinary minds. How much are we bound 


to adore and glorify him, for ſuch employment of CHRIST 
upon earth? comp. Jo. i. g. 1 Tim. ii. 4. Rom. vi. 17. Mat, 
xviii. 21.—xxin. 15. It is the greateſt wiſdom, to judge right- 
ly of Gop's revelations and works, ſee 1 Cor, ii. 2. Mat. xviii. 
3. M. ix. 37. Ecel. iii. 19, 20. Mat. xi. 29,—xiii 2. Some are 
willing to be aſſiſted, but not outdone; aſhamed to learn, tho 
not to be ignorant. In the face of all objections, let us cloſe- 
ly adhere to Jesvs, Þ This is the very key of ſcience belong- 
ing to falvation, © To know Gop as the. Father, and 
Jesvs CnrIsT as revealing him, is true happineſs, Jo, 
xvii. 3. 4 Even the prophets themſelves did not fully un- 
derſtand their own predictions, 1 Pet. i. 11, &c. M. iv. 11. 
If few receive, the fault is their own, Jo i. 5. Acts xili. 46. 
How lovely, how joyful is our dependance upon Gop through 
CarisT? To ſee Isos ſpiritually and ſavingly, is to under- 
ſtand and feel the confirming power of his religion. Our abuſe 
of advantages is criminal, in proportion to the greatneſs and 
number of them, Eph. ii. 8 —iii. 10. Pride and preſumption 
are great enemies to pure ſpiritual gratitude, and are often pu- 
niſhed with next to incurable blindneſs. GEN Ep 


feſſion is diſtinguiſhed. 
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e Rb 6:4 #2; K:4c4 


THrey who are truly wiſe take ſpecial care not to affect to 
be thought ſo. The moſt learned are often ignorant of what õ 


moſt neceſſary Some daring men cavil, and argue themſelves 


out of all religion, Rom. i. 21. What the goſpel requires is 
not penetration, ſubtilty of wit, nice diſtinctions, or ſublime 


notions, but victorious faith, and an honeſt wy life. With 
r 


the modeſt and tractable, let us take our notions from the word 
of Gop. It is a mortification to the pride of wiſdom, to ſeg 
the higheſt minds leveled with the meaneſt. He who is wich- 


out irregular paſſions, humble and virtuous, finds leſs obſcuri- 


ty in the word of Gop, than a doctor who is proud. Let a 
command be ever ſo clear, a man who has no mind to obey, 
will find it dark and obſcure, SET | 


Szer. 264. „Tussz invitations I would receive with ho- 


Jy gratitude, with humble confidence, and engrave them upon 


my foul in deep indelible characters. How en} and af- 
toniſhingly gracious ] Stupid beyond imagination mult they be, 
whom encouragement ſo kind, ſo conciliating, does not awak- 
en and very ſenſibly affect. He who took ſo much pains upon 
earth, will lack in nothing now to his upright ſeryants. Guilt 
and corruption are the heavieſt burdens of any. How pitia- 
ble is their ſtate, who wander and waver in the mazes of falſe 

pinion ? © > CKrIsT's pattern is a law to them who believe. 
The yoke which CHRISrH takes together with us, cannot be un- 


eaſy. Paſſions are not only various, but contrary, Our di- 
vine Saviour condeſcends to the meaneſt, . True religion is the 


parent of a chearful, agreeable manner. It acts as a ſon to- 


' wards a father, whom he loves. 4 See Reflexions® ©. The 


ſpring of delight in CHRIS r is pure and perfect. He has heal- 
ing in his wings, for every diſtreſs, and a precious ſalutary 


| balm for every wound. 


War is generally profitable for this life, is always profi 


table for that which js to come. The promiſed aids of the Ho- 
ly Spirit, with the greatneſs and certainty of an eternal reward, 


makes the moſt difficult duties of the goſpel eaſy. A gentle 
compoſed mind is eſſential to tranquillity, There is no vir- 


tue more rare among Chriſtians, than that by which their pro- 


SECT, 


"HISTORY OF CHRIST. '1@ 
Scr. 265. Who is our Neighbour ; Lu. x. 35, &c. 


. 2 This affection ever wiſhes and endeavours to pleaſe, com- 
prehends in it all moral virtue, 1 Jo. iv. 10, 11, and is ever due 
to infinite excellence and goodneſs. No other queſtion is of 
equal importance, Rev. xx. 14. That ſummary which the an- 
ſwer contains ought to be written on the table of every heart. 
b With the utmoſt fincerity and tenderneſs, M. xii. 30. 1 Sam. 
vii. 3 1 Kin. iv. 8. 2 Kin. x. 31. Such a principle knows no 
bounds in obedience. © Knowledge and practice ought never 
to be ſeparated, Jo. xiii. 17. Lu. xii. 47. All the faculties of 
the ſoul are to be united in God's love and ſervice. 


SECT. 266. * Sp1RiTVUAL pride is ever averſe to acknowledge 
deficiences. When you ſeek to juſtify yourſelves, 4xemble. 
d There may be little love, even where there are great preten- 
ces. -© To — bowels perfectly ſhut up againſt the indigent 
is the groſſeſt uncharitableneſs ; which few are guilty of, and 
none will confeſs. A heart full of pity and love, would have 
thought of nothing but relief, Hof. vi. 6. What cold prayers 
muſt ſuch a prieſt have uttered? e It is a common dan 
ous method of avoiding charity, to paſs over the propoſed ob- 
je& quickly. He who is nigheſt to his neighbour by country, 
bieth, and even religion, may be fartheſt from- him in affec- 

tion. 4 His ſoul was rich. Nothing can more forcibly incul- 
cate commiſeration than this example, nor any thing more 
ſtrongly contraſted and condemned than the mercileſs behavi- 
our of the prieſt and Levite, Mat. xviii. 27, &c. Lu. xv, 20, 
&c. In extorting ſuch an anſwer, how ſingularly does the 
wiſdom of Cari1sT appear? No difference of opinion can dif- 
ſolve the obligations of beneficence. Be not aſhamed to learn 
from a ſtranger, or even from an erroneous perſon, in religi- 
ous ſentiment. - The goſpel, above every other, is a uniting 
faith. Mercy ought to have the recommendation of elegance. 
Actions can explain, what words cannot. The day will come, 
when the humane virtues of thoſe who have been brought up in 
error, ſhall riſe in judgement againſt thoſe of a better profef- 
ſion. What are the differences between one Chriſtian and an- 
other, compared with thoſe between a Samaritan and a Je 
It is ſufficient that one is our neighbour, Job xxxi. 13, &c. 
Log p, ſhed abroad this large, liberal, generous grace in m 
heart! Thus, though I have little to give, I ſhall be as "Ik 
table as the rich. Zeal makes bed delight. 6 


* 


a; 


268 REFLECTIONS ON THE 
G ER N E R A L. 


Tux who mind external obedience, without principle, 
- ean eaſily evade what is moſt ſubſtantial, Jo i. 11, &c. Even 
to ſelf-intereſt, mercy muſt appear amiable. Honeſt art is 


often requiſite, to obtain a right anſwer. — law of nature, 


according to which all men are equal, is unchatigeable. It re- 
quires the very heat of benevolence to be a good churchman. 


Gon in one's mouth, and yet out of the heart and life, is ex- 


1 ceeding fearful to think of, 1 Jo iv. 10. Let us exclude every 


malignant ſentiment of bigotry and party zeal, as kinds of ſelf- 


love. All bad men deſire to make law ſpeak agreeable to their 


inclination and practice. Truth is moft ſucceſsfully introdu- 
ced by oblique means. Senſibility is the ſoil where Gon has 
planted ſocial and ſweet affections; and by exerciſe theſe are 
cheriſhed-and grow mature. Men are bound together by their 
ſenſibility to pain and ſorrow, more ſtrongly perhaps than by a- 


ny other tie, 8. C. Mat. v. 7. The young are prone to com- 
On and it is only neceſſary to encourage and direct it. 
12 


e the time to ſhew kindneſs, making no account either of 


trouble or expence, S. C. 


; 45 . 7 XN I 
| Bret. 265. The reprobation of the Scribes and Phariſees ; 


t. xxiii. 25, &c. Lu. xi. 37, Ke. 


2 To be inſenſible to a civil offer, is eulpably, moroſs 
+ Harſh judgement often ſpringeth from what in itſelf is nei- 


ther good nor ill. While the mind is left impure, no bodi- 


ly purifying is of uſe to ſalvation. To ſhew by example the 


* 


way to heaven, is the true way to convert and edify. Lift 4 


the voice againſt. diſſemblers, without ſtanding in too mu 


awe either of them, or of the miſled. A faithful reproof is one 


of the moſt valuable tokens of friendſhip and gratitude. There 


are circumſtances where charity flames, lighteng, - thunders. 
{4 Good works flow neceſſarily from a good ſtate of heart, and 
tender the whole man decent and reſpectable, may Ly. xi. 
h t religi- 


Gor ſees and will puniſh criminal deſires. 


> 9. 
on has little hold of the heart, which ſeeks human applauſe. 


Separated from love, every thing is hypocriſy and falſe xighte- 
ouſneſs. * Leſs than reſtitution cannot purge things which 
have been ill acquired. To become liberal is to repent of 


FPhariſaic avarice. It is by enjoying, and not by refuſing di- 
vine mercies, that Ky leckt 


is raiſed to gratitude, 8. C. 8 


. . T7 2. F 7 
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and drink unſanQifed by alms, are; in the eye of Gon, un- 
clean, comp. Dan. iv. 24. Eecleſ. iii. 33. Tob. iv. 2.— zii. 9. 
Lu. xvi. 9. Acts x. 4. Prov: xvi. 16. 1 Pet. iv. 8. 

eng NA 
Jesus CnnIs 'r, who thundered at the Phariſees, ſaid no- 
thing in compariſon to the Sadducees z who, as unbelievers, 
were more eaſily led back by gentleneſs, than by ſeverity. 


They who handle holy things without feeling, grow callous in 


the end. Such ſcandal in prieſts, begets atheiſts, infidels, 
ſcoffers. The boaſt of hypocrites is confined to the firſt table 


of the law. This ſort of loftineſs affects contempt for the 


ſmaller offices of mercy: Great names ought not to intimidate. 


SECT. 268; © Tu cleareſt divine commands merit our 
chief regard. There is a religion of means, and a religion of 
the end; ot, inſtrumental and final. * Externals, though not 
the moſt neceſſary, have yet their place among religious duties, 
The devout need to be moſt awate of felf deceit. Examine 
cloſe as to filthineſſes of the ſpirit. A ſcrupled gnat will ne- 
yer excuſe a camel falſehood, or robbery. It is a ſad reproach, 
when the greateſt profeſſors of piety are leaſt to be truſted ig 
matters of truth and juſtice, 8. C. 25 5 ee 


GENERAL. 


Ortx temptations ate leſs dangerous, than deluſive inſinua- 
tions. Falſe tenderneſs of conſcience ſerves often to nouriſh 
pride and vanity. So much curioſity as a man beſtoweth ups 
on any piece of religion or devotion, that is of his own form- 
ing, b much will he abate in his conſcientious obſervance of 
that which is God's inſtitution; ; 


Sect. 269. Undt a ſhew of holineſs, there may be 4 
huge ſwell of ambition. Thoſe who ſeek to ſhine in the ſight 
of ignorant men, while they forget the all-penetrating eye of 
Gop, ſhould exceedingly fear and quake. * Avarice and hy- 
pocriſy ſeldom go apart in eccleſiaſtical S ereer It is more 
ſafe to follow modeſt worth, than oſtentatious profeſſion. 
They who ate devoted to poor relations, and other needy ob- 
jects, will not be much in danger from ſelf-ſceking men · Ig- 

norant worſhippers can be capable of the worſt crimes. © Se 
clear evidence and ſigus of tity; from all thoſe my | 
* N us 
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firous of making proſelytes. Good Lonp, grant that I may 
have no intereſt, but the intereſts of truth, righteouſneſs, peace 
and purity! We are apt to entertain partialities for thoſe of 
our own ſect. Dread thoſe who recommend what themſelves 
are moſt to profit by. They are blindeſt of any, who affect 
to teach, and yet know not either what, or how. * See Mat. 
v. 34. Avoid ſwearing, while a doubt abides in the mind, 
8 C. A fenfe of Goy's preſence ſhould correct the errors of 
the underſtanding and the heart, S. C. The perjurer renoun- 
ces all hope, 8. C. 5 Every oath by a creature is an implicit 
appeal to Gop. Swear not in common converſation, and trifle 
not with any thing that looks like it. The fear of an oath o- 
vercomes every other fear, 8. C. Revere truth. Be ſober, 
induſtrious. | ES 


ej ck N oe 49 Ve 


Tux worſt of all ſeduction is that which corrupts the heart 
by evil maxims and etample Awakening prejudices, and 
ſpreading calumnies, are the methods taken by hypocrites. 
Time and ardour of ſpirit in making proſelytes to our own pe- 
culiar notions and party, is* much more ns a employed, 

than in making true feryants of Gop through Jesus CHRIST. 
There is leaſt religion often, when it is mott-the e of 
converſation. The major part, who ſift nothing to the bot- 
tom, would decide upon every thing. If Phariſaic zeal were 
allowed to govern, religion, which is ſo beautiful and ſublime, 
would become a round of mere poſitive fuperſtitions. It is im- 
pionſly bold to make the terms of communion fraiter than 
ſcripture hath made them. The more of faction, the leſs of 
Petty: Connterfeit virtues are the moſt ſucceſsful vices. 

ading parties ars often ſtrengthened by thoſe who under- 
ſtand not the merits of queſtions agitated. Thoſe grievances 
are the greateſt, to which the poor are moſt expoſed, 


0 


Scr. 2 * Sour. are under the power of thoſe very 
vices which they ſeem to oppoſe, by their affected goodneſs. 
Jo examine and know ourſelves, therefore, is of infinite mo- 
ment. In the great day of accounts, what will former con- 
cealed rottenneſs avail ? Gon will be ſerved from the temple 
of a devout mind. Oh Lox, that we may all ſee how odious 
hypocriſy is to truth; and that, if the ſhew of holineſs be de- 
firable, itſelf muſt needs be much more beautiful! | 


| SECT- 
* 


7 
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SxcT. 271. * InDIscREET ignorance never fails to be im- | 

poſing. That muſt not be eſteemed a heavy burden, which is 2 
only grievous to human corruption. They who preach the : 
obligations of a good life, and do not conform to their own 
doctrine, render the neceſſity of it leſs credible. Gentleneſs, 
diſcretion, and a good example, are eſſential requiſites in a 
right paſtor. © The righteouſneſs of the dead is celebrated, 
hecauſe wicked men have nothing either to fear or hope from 
them. Our opinions and behaviour ſhould be cloſe directed 
by the words and intereſts of ALwuicuTY Gon. What ma- 
lice is moſt fond to cloke, doth often, by that very means, be- 
tray itſelf. Many condemn perſecution, who yet are chargea- 
ble with the guilt of it. 4 To honour dead ſaints, and to per- 
ſecute the living, is a ſtrange inconſiſtence. The laſt com- 
pleting fins are, to be deaf to truth; to oppoſe it from inte- 
reſt, envy and jealouſy; and to perſecute thoſe who preach it. 
How rare is the gift of repentance, after a Phariſaic life? 
The more that the gifts of Gop are oppoſed in his ſaints, the 
more is guilt and miſery increaſed. * Like crimes to thoſe of 
fore-fathers, will draw down like puniſhments upon their chil- 
dren. God foretels in mercy; but that very mercy itſelf is 
turned into wrath, by obſtinate yice, ne agen 


*= 7 


9 * re n 2 * 


SECT. 272. * Few are able to bear the moſt faithful and 
* neceſſary reproofs with candour, humility and obedience. », 
Lenity would be ill placed, when falyation is at ſtake. In 
this however, we ought not to be governed by any harſhneſs, 
When tranſgreſſors are numerous and enormous, they require 
to be firmly oppoſed. . e W 16 


Sxcr. 253. Concerning the neceſſity of Repentanee ; Lu. xiii. 


- ® AcTions ceaſe not to be criminal, becauſe they are 
not always ſignally puniſhed. To judge of people's charac- 
| ters from their ſufferings is weak and uncharitable, comp. 
| Jo. ix. 3, &c. Acts xiv. 22. Every viſible and natural 
| . Cauſe is certainly over-ruled by ALuicuTty Gop. “ Ge- 
nuine repentance amends from all fin. The long-ſuffering of 
God, when it is abuſed, iſſues in greater wrath. The exam- 
ple of a few dreadful ſufferers is deſigned for the good of all. JN 
* Lefſer judgements. are uſually ſent by way of warning to the 
more ingenuous and * Heb. x. 31. Ta provoke people 
1 2 | to 
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to repent, by the argument of fear, is doing them great ſer. 


other be overcome. 


G EN E R AHL 


IT is meet to mark the ways, and liſten, to the voice of pro. 


'vidence, 8. C. Where natural cauſes are moſt hid, the hand 


of Gon is more conſpicuous. The rule of righteoufneſs is the 

law of Gop's actions, and the law of his nature; therefore the 

only fure foundation of peace and happineſs. Men are ever 

oa to impute their -own ſentiments and paſſions to the 
city. , 1 


' SecT. 274. CEREMONIAL obſervations were, as the leaves 
of the ſynagogue, their grand boaſt. D Thus did Gop to the 
Jewiſh nation, firſt by the preaching of his Son, and then of 
his Apoſtles, comp. Rev. xi. 3, 9, 11. M. zi. 12, 13. How 

Intle 550 our fruitfulneſs been, in proportion to our advanta- 
ges? Rom. xi. 20. comp. Mat. iii. 16. If. v. 24. Job. xiv. ). 
© Deſperate ſpiritual barrenneſs cannot long w 2-2 wrath to 
the uttermoſt. a | Be EA, HI INT 


4 4 


Sxcr. 275. The woman wha had a ſpirit of infirmity cured; 
© Lu. xiii. 10, &c. 5 


. > TayrIce happy they, who prevent the deſires and bluſhes of 
the indigent! This woman might have had faith enough to 
put herſelf in the way, which could not be unknown to 
nns Tr. It is good and profitable to attend the ſanctuary, 


even where excuſes by the world would be ſuſtained. How 


pleaſing to reflect, that every adverſe power is under the con- 
trol of CnRIs T? By fervour about trifles, ſome people 
loſe all fight of what is important. Was there not more work 
in the buſineſs of common eating? © Such are all they who 
prefer externals to inward piety and beneficent works. Like- 
' wiſe, who ſlanderouſly charge, and not in a direct manner. A 
grave inſtructor, as to points of ceremony, with a heart full of 
malice, and hardened againſt every ſentiment of compaſſion, 
it a to be confounded and expoſed. The practice of chari- 
ty and good works is the moſt neceſſary thing in religion. They 
are duties always in ſeaſon, and we ſhould let flip no occaſion 
of diſcharging them. N ee 1 
* + ERS 5 ECT. 


- 


* 


HISTORY OF CHRIST, uwg_ 
SEO 276. Turns ought to be no time loſt, from uſa- 


ful work; eſpecially by thoſe who miniſter in holy things. 


e n ab. „ 


ECT. 277. Chrift declares among the Fews that he was the 
TORE Son of Cad Jo. x. 22, &c. p; 


See note 1. ARTFUL and inſidious queſtions ſhould, a2 


much as poſſible, be parried. * Ignorance from malicious incre- 
dulity is moſt criminal. No evidence can go beyond that of 
pumerous beneficent miracles, and it is ſuited to the meaneſt 


capacities, ſee Jo. v. 36.—xiv. 11.—xv. 24. True love is ever 


more prompt to inſtruct, than to irritate. © The door of faith 
is not forcibly ſhut againſt any. The ſpeech of truth is ſim- 
ple, and the moſt fimple ſenſe of ſcripture words is always the 
trueſt, Jo. viii. 47. Genuine graces have no occaſion for or- 
nament. 4 As the care of the good ſhepherd is, ſuch alſo is his 
power, ſee Rom. viii 38, 39. Go, as Creator, muſt be ab- 
ſolute Lord of all. Let not frailties, nor dangers, diſcourage 
holy endeavours. * Mild and yet ſharp is this rebuke; a me- 
thod ever to be uſed for afſuaging or mitigating fury. If the 
good and liberal are ſtoned, what in the end will e of 
their cruel enemies? Underſtanding ſhould keep pace with 
zeal, to render it laudable and uſeful. * Horrible — are 


apt to fire the multitude They who err moſt egregiouſly are 


— 
- 


moſt apt to accuſe and rail. It is much better to bear patient · 


re CurIsT, than to imitate the calumniating Jews. 
e power of Gop is in thoſe whom he ordains for judgement 
and rule; and in fo far therefore they are Gop's. | A heart glow- 
ing with ardent and amiable zeal will not diſcountenance aſſem- 
blies for ſolemn worſhip ; though appointed only, as this was, 
by human authority. * Some are put into rage by what ſhould 
reform them. The moſt amiable diſpoſitions are 'uſually the 
moſt ſenſible to unfriendly returns. We ought not to exaſ- 


perate thoſe who hold the moſt erroneous opinions. It is re- 


putable courage, to ſhew a conſciouſneſs of the excellences we 


are ſure we poſſeſs ; and yet requires delicate art. 


dc 


** 
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$ecr. 278. Jeſus teaches and cures many beyond Jordan; Mat. 


xix. I, &c. M. x. I, &c. Jo. x. 40, &c. 


a Give place unto wrath. The zeal of a good ſpiritual 


paſtor ſhould be boundleſs. A heart full of ſalvation. Truths 
muſt be relieved by communicating them. -> Men never fol. 


low Car1sT in vain. Known charity cauſes people to apply; 


and this is one of it's immediate rewards. Kindle, O Loxp, 


ts mutual fervent zeal! © With CnRisr there is no delays, 
excuſes, denials. * Excellent words will be recollected, when 
the authors of them are mouldering in the duſt. 
rer. 279. Concerning the Marriage-bond ; Mat. xix. 35 &c. 
TO M. X. 3, &c. Lu. xvi. 18. bg 


Tuer who have once declared againſt truth are ſeldom re- 


conciled, but ſeek all occaſions to betray-it, Hypoerites are, of 
other, the moſt implacable enemies. Good paſtors will 
often find themſelves oppoſed, by contentious and malicious 


queſtions. Fame irritates envy, comp. Jo. vii. 32, 47.—xix, 


16, 24 Marriage is indiſſoluble, both by divine inſtitution 
and the order of the creation. In caſes of conſcience, we muſt 


not regard human weakneſſes, or vice, but look back to the de- 


clared will of the ALmicnTy. Nothing fo muzzles and con- 


. founds innovators, as that of cloſe ſcripture probation. © That 


union infringed doth fo far fruſtrate the deſign of the marriage 
Rate, and ſometimes turn it into an occaſion of the greateſt mi- 
ſery. Matrimonial friendſhip is communion of love, body, and 
offspring for life, and is peculiar. There is a wiſe proportion, 
with mutual tenderneſs, between the ſexes ſtill kept up; for 
benefit of both, and ſupport of the human race. 4 A married 
couple become one ſole principle of their childrens birth; and 
this is not a human invention, but the work of Gop. © Looſe 
caſuiſts want either knowledge, or ſincerity. What corruption 
of manners has introduced can be no defence. Under the 


goſpel, primitive integrity and excellence is reſtored ; no en» 


couragement given to family quarrels, to the ruin of charity, 
and the good education of children. Fear of enemies did not 
hinder Ennis to appear for the truth. , This leaves not the 
ſmalleſt hope for reconciliation. Condeſcending to mens cir- 


- cymſtances is no proof of an eſtabliſhed law. Better an incon- 
venicnce, than a miſchief. 'The nobler diſpenſation of the 


got 
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goſpel, requires a ſuitable wiſdom, ſeriouſneſs and ſpirituality, 
comp. Mat. v. 47. | £ | 


r N E N A 1. 


Wuar Gop has judged moſt worthy of himſelf is moſt a- 
greeable to nature, and moſt profitable to man. To diſturb 
marriage union, in any degree, is impious violence Guard 
againſt every degree of contention and diſtaſte, A ſuitable and 
amiable companion enlivens every other object of delight, and 
ſeemed needful to crown the pleaſure of paradiſe itſelf, - Ho- 
neſt and ſtrict friendſhip bears every thing that can be borne, 
1 Pet. iii. 7. How often is the primitive law ſuppreſſed, to 
eſtabliſh ancient and local error? Wherever Gop is pleaſed to 
give the greateſt light, he expects and requires, for that very 
reaſon, the higheſt meaſures of holineſs. In defence of truth 
and morality, after CHRIST's example, we muſt keep. cloſe tu 
the ſubject, and divine inſtitution, Many things criminal be- 
fore GoD, are not 8 by human laws. Marriage ſhould 
not be made a traffic of ; being calculated for mutual advan- 
tage, as well as that of the ſtate. | 


ser. 286. *Lewoess and injuſtice are peculiarly diſho- 
—_— to CRRIs T, and his church. There cannot be wed- 
lock, that is one fleſh, between three, four, or more. What | 


2 miſerable confuſion would there be in the world, if promiſ- Wh 


cuous copulation were allowed ? ® Marriage, when made with 
purity of heart, pteſerves young people from a multitude of 
dangers. It is the natural condition of mankind, though there 
may be exceptions. See Reflections d. Such rigid ſelf-· deni- 
al and mortification is not impoſed, but left to every one's de- 

liberate choice, 1 Cor. vii. 7, &c. Even chaſte ſingleneſs 
hath no praiſe, unleſs from love to evangelical godlineſs. Mar- 

rage is wiſe, and good, and honourable. In. ſuch an eſta- 
bliſhment, religion and reaſon ought to be conſulted. 


$roT. 281. Little Children brought to Chrift ; Mat. xix. 13s 
KXK«c. M. x. 13, &c. Lu. xviii. 16, & c. N 


Tux faith and prayers of thoſe who excel in holineſs, may 
be of uſe even to tender age; and has now obtained the approba- 
tion of our bleſſed Lon, comp. PC. ciii. 17.—cii 28. Friends 
ef little children ſhould take more 6 ; 
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than either rich or powerful. The force of example is felt, 
the ſweetneſs of promiſe, and the power of prayer, 8. C. Ag 
our acquaintance with Jesus increaſes, ſo will our eſteem, 
comp. Jo. x, 42. > While we pray much with and for our 
children, the principles of devotion in their minds unfold, and 
they feel themſelves beloved. ChHRIer bleſſed them, and they 
hall be blefled, 8. C. In token of CHRIS r's love to infants, 
they are admitted into his church by baptiſm. Here was pi- 
ous believing, as well as affectionate concern. Habit is ſtron 
and the firſt love of an innocent heart is acceptable to Gop, 
8. C. Let this be our comfort, when thoſe dear creatures are 
removed from us in early years, comp. Rev. i 18 lt cannot 
reaſonably be thought, that the emblems of humility, inno- 
cence, &c. and the patterns of imitation, ſhould themſelves 
be excluded: Though children live fewer hours, than man 
throw away, yet they excel thoſe in many things, for which 
men ought to live. The laſt human paſſion which warms the 
heart, is love to children, 8. C. 4 The ſeeds of a humble 
and amiable ſpirit ſhall not be diſowned, but ſhall endure for 
ever, 8. C. It is fincere, pure, modeſt, unreſentive, unam- 
'bitious, unattached to evil of any kind. © In one ſenſe, there - 
fore, to reſemble what we formerly were, is the glory of 2 
Teaſonable creature. What nature gives to childten, godli- 
neſs ſhould give to thoſe who are adult. Though CHRIST 
had the power of Gop beyond meaſure, yet he made uſe of 
prayer. How tender and moving is the pattern Jzsvs' bleſs 
ſes none, ſave thoſe whom he loves. He who began, knows 
how: to perfect the good work in them, 8. C. Their happi- 
neſs is ſecured beyond the bounds of time, or change. They 
are paſt temptation. 5 | | 4. N 


0 E NE R 4 1. 


Tn remembrance of many prayers, which pious friende 
have offered up, draw to virtue, S. C. Affectionate, and pru- 
dent, and pious care, is the duty of parents to afflicted chil- 
dren, 8. C. Conſecrate parental cares to Gon; offer them to 

im in ſacrifice, S. C. This gives peace, and is vailed with 

umility, 8. C. It is pleaſing to the great Gon and our Savi- 
our, that children be devoted to a Chriſtian education, from 
their earlieſt years; and, what they firſt learn, they willingly 
_ retain, ſee Lu. xvii. 13. Untimely graves, which open ſo faſt; 
forebode immortality, Jer. xxxi. 16, 17, 8. C. A ſublims 
genius, under the power of ſecular views, or other 1 


U 
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vill never derive benefit from the goſpel diſpenſation. Humi- 
lity is the very gate of admiſſion into the kingdom of heaven. 
" Interceſſion improves and regulates parental love, 8 C. 


| Brcr. 282. A rich Man is deterred frim following Chrift 7 i 
_ Mat. xix. 16, &c. M. x. 17, &c. Lu. xvili. 17, &c. 


Tux conduct of this young man was wiſe; pious, and prua 4 
dent, ſee Jo. xiv. 6. ® Good will is obtained by fair ee : 
ing; which ought to be fincere. © The very beginning of hea» * 
ven muſt be laid in obedience. Gentle teachers wink at ſmall 
faults, in youth eſpecially, to forward their knowledge and 
virtue. God is the fountain and ſpring of all good, Jam. 
17. People of the beſt abilities, therefore, need to aſk of him 
in prayer, Jam. i. 5; 4 See Reflection „ The faith, and the 
heart, and the anſwer of the mouth, ought ever to accord; 
e Admirable contraſt to Phariſaic ritual oftentation ! A well re- 
rene ſelf-love, is an admirable model of benevolence. O 

ience cognizable by human law, and fully able to ſtand an 
examination of that fort, may, in the eye of Gon, be exceed? 
ingly defectixe. They whom he doth early prepoſſeſs with love 
to his law, are infinitely - indebted; ; Evert the ſeeds of vir- 
tue, Cunts r loves, and men for them 80 Jon. wi: 1 Kings 
xxi. 28, 29. Hence ſee how open our LoD was to the kind 
affections: * Hig law requires a perfect foul difengagement 
from every known crime; and a fimilar attachment to every 
known virtue. | Whatever we depoſit into the hands of the 
poor, we lend unto the LorD ; and ſhall receive again in hea- 
ren, with infinite advantage, fee Mat. xxv. 34. 2 Cor. ix. 6. 
1 Tim. vi. 19. At that time, to follow Jesus, ſuch indiffex- 
' ence to the world, and warm brotherly love, could not be dif= 
' penſed with. * They are readieſt to follow CHAIs TH, who 
* {rip themſelves in heart of every earthly poſſeſſon. Happy 
; they, in whom the love of endleſs life proves victorious. A 
. proper conjuncture is, for moſt part, proper to know our- 
) ſelves thoroughly Even one irregular heart-indulgence may 
[ ruin for ever. What vicious thing we are moſt attached toy 
. is the very ſacrifice which Gov requires. Perhaps this young 
} man might have been a ſaint, if he had been poor. Let theſe, 
f - therefore, be contented with their ſafer ſtate. We ſhall one - 
J 
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. 8 f | 64 "Ip z 
As the firſt being receives his eſſence from none but him. 


ſelf, ſo he can admit of no limitations. Eternal and indif. 


putable moralities reach to every ſtate and office in life. Moſt 


people think well of their own obedience, if they are not charge- 
able with any groſs and open violation. Youth, in this reſpect, 


is moſt apt to be vain and preſumptuous. The diſpoſition of 


o 


the mind is principally requiſite, 1 Cor. xiii. 3. Whatever we 
cannot leave without regret, we deat upon with too warm and 
ſenſual affection. One or too good qualities are not ſufficient 
to make a good character. No man is the prey of all the paſ- 
fions. The conſcious foul ought to riſe above preſent enjoy- 
ments, and anticipate a more exalted exerciſe. „ 


xc. 283. Gnkar affluence is apt to glue the heart to 


this preſent world, as a chief good, or happineſs, ſee u x. 


23, 24+ 1 Tim. vi. 17. It affords many occaſions for bad ac- 


tions, and proves an effect ual hinderance to many good ones, 
ſee Col. iii. 5. It peculiarly expoſes us to pride. CHRIST a- 
bates nothing of the ſtrictneſs of his maxims, on account of 
their giving offence to worldly men of the greateſt rank. 
d Riches are a truſt for others, and of great weight. Both 
they, and life itſelf, are to be parted with, for CHRIS T's ſake. 
The way to difficult duties ſhould. be ſmoothed, by a ſoft con- 
cihating addreſs, even where confidence is by far too for- 
ward. Fortify and comfort beginners, above every other. 
© Their truſts, and joys, and confidences, are widely different 
from thoſe of a real Chriſtian. *Pious charity is much con- 
cerned about the ſalvatien of others. What poor perſon till 
does not envy the condition of the rich, inſtead of being a- 


| fraid of it? He who believes not divine wiſdom, is reſolved to 
ſhut his eyes, and to periſh. Tremble in the midſt of fingular 
| ſucceſs. © Let them plead hard for extraordinary grace, that 


they may be as the poor themſelves, in the midſt of ſuch wealth, 
Mat. v. 3. The abfolute power of Gop is a truth full of con- 
ſolation. Liberty has nothing to fear from him, who delights 


both in this, and a moſt gracious rule over the human heart. 


How blind are they who would bave ſalvation taken out of 
Gop's hands, and put into their own ? . 


I0O forget an immortal ſoul, and to feed upon chimerical 
„ N 
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prerogatives, which laſt but a few days, is equally mean and 
wicked. 'Thoſe who improve not their poſſeſſions as the 

ſpel directs, cannot reliſh it. Truſt is an act of worſhip ; 
and therefore, worldly confidence is idolatry. How various 
and cruel are the methods made uſe of, in the acquiſition of 
wealth, in caring for, and ſpending it? Riches may contri- 
bute to happineſs, but cannot be the principal ground of it. 
Lay out what can be well ſpared, in pious and charitable acts. 
It is much eaſier to be contented without wealth, than ſo to 
diſengage ourſelves from the poſſeſſion of it, as not to truſt 
therein. Like food, it incorporates with the covetous heart z 
and who but Gop can ſeparate them ? . 


C H A P. XXIII. 


Szcr. 284. The advantage of forſaking all, to follow Chrift ; 
Mat. zix. 27, &c. M. x. 28, &c. Lu. xviii 28, &. 


ok may reflect with joy and thankfulneſs on any pe- 
f - culiar advantages we poſſeſs for holineſs and hea- 
ven. o Affection, and not quantity, is what God regards. 
To reign with CHr1sT is more than to be maſters for a mo- 


ment of ten thouſand worlds. This is true greatneſs, and it is 


the ſure portion of all who are united to him. 4 They forſake 
all for God, who renounce their own moſt criminal mclina- 
tions, or who deſire nothing in compariſon of him. Such as 
cannot truſt to this promiſe of their Lox o, cannot be teal 
Chriſtians. © Every near and dear tie of nature muſt yield to the 
will of the Supreme Being. Grace is our recompence in-this 
life, and glory in the other, M. x. 30. Jo. xii- 25. One de- 

of grace is a thouſand” times more valuable, than every 
hing a man van leave. How pleaſant and beneficial is divine 
ſervice ! Preſent and future rewards are not eſſentially differ- 
ent. * Beſides peace of conſcience and joy in the holy Ghoſt, 


deareſt relatives in ſome good meaſure made up among the 
multitude of believers, Acts iv. 32. 6 Here all will be reſtor- 
ed with more than double intereſt. Perſeverance alone is 
crowned. They who are diſtant from Gop at preſent, may 
be brought very. nigh. by. ſingular zeal; whereas a ſhining 
laint at preſent may ſoon decline, or totally fall away. An 

| - apoſtate 


"TY 


— 


true and mutually loving Chriſtians would find the loſs of their 
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4 apoſtate loſes all the fruit of his former good works. Some 
fingular occaſions call for ſingular fidelity, as a deciſive ſtroke, 


7 Punt chsch ie u pisse of lihbom where the will of Gon: 
| - ought to reign and flouriſh, We are called to work from the 
Br” 6 firſt hour in which we can exerciſe our reaſon. A reward 
5 worthy of infinite benevolence, and leaving nothing more to 

— be righteouſly wiſhed for. During our whole life, Gop never 

| ceaſes to call for work How deplorable is their ſtate, wha 

are ready to leave the world, before they well know for what 

purpoſe they were ſent into it? They who are faithful, accord- 

ing to the meaſure of their truſt, ſhall not go unrewarded, 

Rev. xxii 12 Rom. ii. 6, Death, the period to working, 

= happy to thoſe: who have laboured for God's glory, and the 

good of mankind. To CHRIS r is given in charge the truſt of 

recompence. Though it ſhould pleaſe the grace of Gop to 

fave a late penitent, yet they who delay the buſineſs of ſalva- 

tion to the laſt, do hazard all. A great and long continued 

finner ought neither ta preſume, nor to deſpair. * Unhappy 

is that fruit of lon labour and apparent zeal, which gives 

birth to ſpiritual pride, and deſpiſes others, 5 Gop can neves 

run himſelf in debt to any. The beſt that are, ſtand in need of 

his mercy. Even the virtues of a good life are the fruits of 

the Spirit. A malignant grudge is generally the attendant of 

a vain, ſelfiſh, envious temper. ® One truly humble, is al- 

ways ſatisfied with his lot. He knows that he can merit no- 

thing, and believes the very beſt of others,. The will and de- 

figns of heaven. have always a ſovereign juſtice and wiſdom in 

them. He who gives to every man his due, does not thereby 

bind up his own free and rich benignity from acting. Thus 

he dealt with the Gentile converts, after a long ſeries of ido- 

latrous wickedneſs ; when he put them, at laſt, upon an equal 

; footing with his ancient Jewiſh people. * The more pure and 
— | perfect any being is, the more free from error. Among the 
multitudes who profeſs, and undertake the ſame thing, there 

are few choice ones. The mere calling of men, does not im- 

port their converſion z elſe the many would likewiſe be choſen. 

heir reward, too, would be equal; which is contrary to vas 

rious clear ſcripture paſſages An effeQtual call of heaven is 

only known ſrom perleverance, — . 5 | 


— 
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In the vineyard ſome are idle, and not in the market - place, 
Human ignorance doth often find fault with what is moſt e · 
quitable. We are hired to do ſervice, and not to appoint what 
Gop ſhould do. The proud and inſolent, Gon filences by © 
his mere authoritative right. A predominant envious tem | 
muſt be worldly, and an oppoſition to him who is love. 
fre of grace is humble and commendable, but can never com- 
port with a zealous ambition. 


: - 


SecT. 286. 4 Man who had the Drop/y cured ; Lu. xiv. 1, &c. 
Tux evil deſigns of ſome prove highly beneficial to others. 
An occaſion to willing ſlanderers is ſeldom long wanting. 
d Hypocriſy ſeduces plain ſimple They who hunt for 
glory among men, envy. that of Goo. This may be termed a 
true dropſy of the ſoul; the ſwelling of a corrupt judgement. 
Here they were furniſhed with 2 powerful and happy mea 


* 


SecT. 287. The Pride of the Phariſees and Lawyers cenſured : 
aii Lu. xv 9; K. | wink 
How precious is the medicine of wholeſome words and 
doctrine ? Pride is the parent of almoſt every corruption. It 
knows not how to be ſincere ; feels no need, and therefore na 
defire to be made whole. Fondneſs for ceremonies conſumes 
much time, as well as thought, True glory is not ſued, or 
ſought for, but rather at heart avoided, even when well de- 
ſerved. Conſcience may be ſo addreſſed, as to expoſe none 
by name. They well repay all bodily entertainments, who re- 
ligiouſly improve their inviters in return, comp. Prov. xxxi. 
26.—x.-21. How confounding is depreſſion, to the love of 
pre-eminence ? 4 UnaffeQed humility is pleaſing to both Gon 
and men. Divine gifts may be the cauſe of pride; ſuch as 
wiſdom, memory, eloquence, ſtrength, beauty, honour, rich- 
es, &c. Even good breeding may degenęrate into mere form, 
and prove the very cloak of arrogance and pride. How of- 
ten, even in this world, are theſe brought low? ſee Lu. i. 51, 
&c. It is proper, and may be neceſſary, for the humble, 
not to refuſe the praiſe and honour which they have a title to. 


What I 
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What happens in this world is only the image of what ſhall be 
hereafter. One certain mark of true humility is, to be willing 


to be forgotten. The future ſtate will prove the certainty of 
adequate rewards and 'puniſhments in a clear and open man- 


ner. This is one of our Lord's favourite maxims, ſee Lu. 
zriii. 14. Mat xxiii. 12.— viii. 14. To obtain a N Chriſ. 
tian idea of humility, obſerve Jam. iv. 6. Ph. ii. 3. Rom. zii. 


sxrcr. 288. * How poor a one, in compariſon of Mat wii, 
x —xix. 21.—Xxv. 34. ? That is true liberality, which with 


readineſs does a benefit for it's own ſake chiefly, and with an 


eye to divine command. The ſhew of liberality is loſt, which 
is devoid of principle, ſee Mat. vi. 1, &c. No thanks are due 


to mere felfſh kindneſs. What would introduce a habit of 


high living, with inordinate conſumption of money and time, 
ought to be avaided for beneficence ſake. Great perſons may 


be treated out of ſelfiſh oſtentation. Poor relations ought to 


be much regarded. In refreſhing, the poor, we do, as one 
may ſay, refreſh him who is not aſhamed: to call them bre- 
thren. It is one of the bleſſings of charity, that the true ob- 
jects and calls to it never fail ; that former examples make ſure 
and caſy way for others. It is even a pleaſure to think u 

on this. 2 — ſown-ſhall be reaped in everlaſt 


ing ones. Every other benevolence, as well as alms, ſhall, in 


like manner, be recompenſed. None who neglect works of 
charity, ſhall have their lot among the righteous at laſt. The 


ſtream of bounty will ſoon dry up, unleſs ſupplied from the 
fountain of a prudent frugality. on | 
\ | a ; 


4 Srcr. 289. Wr ſhould exert ourſelves to keep up a good 
ſpirit of converſation. ' Under Prince Meſſiah, the virtues of 
humility, condeſcenſion, and charity ſhould flouriſh in all their 


glory. Rudeneſs and impatient humour are apt to be un- 


ul. The moſt important affairs of life ſeldom interfere 


vith goſpel demands. How many priſh, by what is indeed 


hwful,- but immoderately attended td? © The goſpel feaſt has 


peen of a long and uſeful ſtanding, comp Eſth. i. 3, 4. The 


proviſton and richneſs thereof is very large and ſumptuous. 
Moral compulſion is always proper, 2 Tim. iv. 2. 1 Theſ. ii. 
10. Who, by violence, bring people to a feaſt? The aw- 
ful Jewith rejection made way for calling the Gentiles, Rom. 


I. 1 15. comp. Mat. xxii 7, & c. The goſpel feaſt —_ 


1 
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be loſt, In the worſt of loathing times, there will be always. 


thoſe who take pleaſure in it. 
GEN E N A I. 
Ax ungrateful return to peculiar kindneſs is moſt * to 


provoke. | To influence reaſon by force would be as unſuita- 
ble as ſound to the eyes, colour to the ears; and is wicked, 


_ cruel, antichriſtian, comp. Iſ. v. 4 2 Tim. ii 24, &c.—iv. 2. 


Jam. 4. 21. True church compulſion penetrates the ſoul. Ex- 
ternal force is adapted to confirm people in error, by ſuppoſe 
ing the want of truth, or argument It makes hypocrites, and 


ſo inereaſes guilt and miſery. Envy and deſpite will imbitter 


future wrath, to goſpel rejectera. 


N 92 n £ „e, 
SECT. 290. Every thing is to be renounced for Chrift ; Lu. xiv. 
2 5 0 &c. , 3 | 

2 Maxr troubles are to be expected in the way of ſtrict re- 
ligious duty. Trials, when not foreſeen and prepared for, have 
the moſt dangerous effects. The more important things 
the more prudence and circumſpection is due to them. 
dent forecaſt is qualified to take comfort, though wiſe mea- 


ſures do not ſucceed. 4 Such fair dealing was neceflary to | 


purge the church of hypocrites, and ſelf-deceivets, comp. Mat. 


xi. 28. No greater internal proof could be exhibited of a ge- 


nuine divine miſſion. What a different method do impoſtors 
take? © Unequal terms of peace are rather to be fuffered, 
than the hazards of an unequal battle; and is no affront to de- 


liberate valour. *f Corrupted Chriſtians are the worſt enemies 


of true religion; the.moſt extenſively hurtful. * They are not 


to be renounced without neceſſity; but the heart is ever to be/raifs' 


ed above them, for the ſake of faith and a good conſcience, ſee 


— 
— 


1 Cor. vii. 29, Kc. A mind depraved by worldly love is 


neither uſeful in itſelf, nor qualified to make any thing elſe uſe- 
ful, | Raſh vows expoſe to derifion, and keen remorſe. - * 


* 


Few have ears for receiving painful truths, however en, | 


they may be. 
WN N Nu af; IE | i bat ho 5. 
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Coxrxur 'r of the world muſt be impartial and regular: 


i. i more — not to have begun what is good, —_ | 
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afterwards, to fall from it. To know one's own ſtrerigth ij | 
neceſſary to cultivate what is excellent, and to improve coms 
mon endowments Some firſt do, and afterwards think, which 
is prepoſterous. They ſeelꝭ for excuſes, father than expedients, 
Buſineſs, like fruit, hath it's time of maturity, for diſpatching 
it. A chaſte ſpirit is eaſieſt preſerved. out of bad company. 
Their ſtate is ſafeſt, who have only moderate incomes. The 
nature and evidence of religion fears not the cloſſeſt examina. 
tion. Cunlsr's «demands, though high, are perfectly reaſo- 
nable. The affection of gratitude makes them eaſy, with the 
recompences which follow, 2 Tim. ii. 12. They have a title 
to great reſpect, who can endure loſs in a good caufe. Such 
as make not progreſs, are ſure to grow worſe. An approving 
conſcience adds pleaſure to every act of piety, benevolence, 
and ſelf-denial; brightens every gloomy hour; diſarms adver- 
fity and death, comp. 1 Jo. iii. 20, &e. ATE" | 
in cT JE ANTE HY, 3 1 en 
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ger. 291. Hew much joy there is in Heaven, ahen-@ fnnet 
1 wy 8 TT repenteth.; Lu. xv. 1, &0. e e | 


-FTTHE law provided no relief for great preſumptuous ſins} 
and that CyrrxisT ſhould do otherwiſe, was an offence. 

_  Spiritualpride is full of disdain and hatred. d CHRIST put 
not away any from him, nor deſpiſed even the worſt ; and 
this, ſtill, is one moſt neceſſary token of true holineſs. Thus 

are. finners loſt to their own” ſafety and peace, who wander 

from the ſheep-fold of Gop. Penitents, like travellers who 
have miſtaken their road, muſt return immediately to the ſpot 
_ where their wandering began. How graceful and lovely here 
does our bleſſed LoD appear? They who have been the 
moſt offenſive,” may become the joy of heaven. Such like 
aſſection ought evety true miniſter to bear and cheriſh, . * A- 
mong friends, all things ſhould be as if they were common. 
It is more difficult, to lay aſide a habit of fin, than to continue 
'a habit of goodneſs. The zeal of fincere penitents is very 
great. Gop will furely do all that can be done to recover and 
win ſouls to himſelf. All the faithful - ſhould rejoice, when 
they come to the knowledge of a ſingle convert. re is no 
envy in love. Will you continue your reſentment, while the 


. 
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4ipels tejoice ? that would be a ſhocking piety indeed. Let 
3 5 e of action to him who is omniſeient. We 
ne de with heaven, when we labour to promote pute ſpis 
ritual joy. An animating incentives ee. 


grer. 20a. Tus ſoſt female fox have peculiarly, improfi 
bble, and ſocial temper. 1 7 1 


gecr. 293. Arrrcriom deſcends; and love 2 
Is not fo eaſily retained; as love to children, 8 C. Men do 
ſeparate themſelves in affection and heart from Gov, who 
cannot do fo in place. Youth is the ſeaſon of temptation, S4 
C. Therefore, the more willingly ſhoald we forgive this age, 
when it offends. -> Riches, though a gift from heaven, are li- 
able to great abuſe. Unhappy is that freedom, which is pre- 
ferred to the preſence of a tender father or which a tender 
father's preſence does nat reſtrain. _A ſenſual mind duth ſootl 
reduce itſelf to want. Wicked affaciates are friends, only to 
ruin health, eſtate and teputation. An apt repreſentation 
every ſinger's caſe, * It is a miſerable bondage, to ſerve di. 
ters luſts and paſſions. From dignity to reproach, is one of 
the ſure wages of vice. The vain ſhart lived pleaſures of the 
world do father diſappoint and vex, than fill. An is in the 
end grief and ſorrow. Trouble gives thought and wiſdom. 

ie firſt movement towards ſalvation is, to remember from 
whence we are fallen, and to acknowledge how much we art 
Par out of kind. The voice of nature will liſten to remen# 

nce of unmerited parental affection, and return to virtue, 
8. C. That which is the puniſhment of ſin, heayen employs 
#5 a remedy, Good GO * art fathefly and friendly in 
thy correQtions | Rather ſmite me, than not Fecover me Ra- 
ther make up my way with thorns, than ſuffer me to wandeſ 
from thee Tas my afflictions bring forth the pleaſant fruits of 
righteouſneſs ; not the ſour and harſh grapes of impatience} 
Heb.” xii. 13, &c. There is nothing proper and peculiar ti 
man, but the uſe of reaſon, and exerciſe of virtue! Whoſoerct. 
in bound to obey, in the firſt inſtance, is bound to fepent, in 
the ſecond. In every nature, there is a principle, or miotiony 
leading to recovery. Early good principles, will not ſuffer one 
to * long in vice. 5Deſpair guts off all hope of recon- 
eiliation. Dread of killing want, ſtiſſes vanity: * The more 
plainly we confeſs. our faults, the more ſurely we abhor them. 
He extenuates nat, nor blames his evil counſellors, as chief 


un fault. Even his youth, he does not plead alt marks of 
. | A 2 Wt tree 
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true penitence.” To throw off a good father's eaſy yoke is an 
act of great rebellion againſt Gop. How wonderful and pleaſs 
ing is a juſt view of the divine goodneſs? comp. Jer. xxx. 20, 
Zeph. iii. 17. * Thus men, by fin, forfeit their original claims 
and privileges. Do not purpoſe well to day, and put off to a 
farther day; elſe good reſolutions will cool. * Old love and 

charity, even amongſt men, are ſoon kindled. Natural father- 
ly affection hath always the eyes open, and can fee far. What 
Already mind is there in Gop to forgive? ® With him, it an- 
ticipates even prayer by words, fee If. Ixv. 24. » Here are no 
thunderings of reproof and cruelty. What tranſgreſſor could 
Have dared to hope for any ſuch thing? Gop is better to man, 
than he can conceive, ' To confefs this is both modeſt and 
1 ſee 1 Cor. xv. 3. 1 Tim. i. 15. The more we 


ate ourſelves for ſinning, the leſs we are hated, of Gop.' * 


Sin is the diſeaſe and death of the ſoul, by forſaking him who 
is the author of life. Such as Goh is, ought every one of 
us to be. The ſpirit of the goſpel is mild and forgiving z 
whereas the law kills. Here behold a ſevere Phariſaic and 
Judaical heart, which fumes and frets at the common good of 


mankind. He fins more grievonſly by thus envying, than one 


who had haſtily ſtrayed out of the right road. Felicity un- 
interrupted ſeldom yields a rapturous delight; whereas ſick- 
neſs commends health; and loſs, recovery, Pf. cxxvi 5, 6. 
We are not to remember what finners have been, but what, 


after amendment, they become. In fuch the glory of Gop is | 


Kewed forth eminently. we 
| G E N R R A L. 


Ex x the moſt precious gifts of nature are marted by inor- 
dinate luſts, and provoke the giver. With ſenſual delights 
ſearce a ſingle ſerious thought can find place. Sinners are im- 
patient of the moſt neeeſſary reſtraints, Job xxi. 14. Feelings 
Which have a tendency to make us think, are to be underſtood 
as calls to this from divine providence, 8. C. The wicked are 
out of their right mind, diſtracted with the deceitful ſnares of 
vice, Pſ. cxix 71. Troubles teach us to ſet a true value upon 
the teſtimony of our conſciences, and approbation of Gov. 
To converſe freely with Gop, we muſt firſt abandon all carnal 
and worldly defires, Mat. vi. 24. Col. iii. 1, &c. If parents 


be in earneſt to obtain forgiveneſs from Gop, they will not 


themſelves withhold forgiveneſs, S. C. There is no true hap- 
pineſs in this world, but for the friends of Gop. What muſt 


we 
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think of their piety, who can reject a pro digal ſon reform. 
ef The beſt of _ ought to d. upon the moſt abandoned 
ſinners as brethren, when they return to love and duty. The 
more we reflect upon our own ſinfulneſs, the clearer and juſt» 
er notions we have of free undeſerved mercy, PC. xxxii. 10. It 
is the chiefeſt of good things, for a man to be himſelf; as it 
is degeneracy, for a man to live at random. Youth neglected, 
becomes abſolutely degenerate. 3 


* 


5 


zicr. 294. 4 diſſaſive from covetouſneſs, and folicitude 9 
bout the world, Mat. vi. 25, &c. Lu. xii. 13, &c. 


 * LicaT and b matters ſhould not divide brethren. 
To refer mildly caſes of diſpute is a great deal better than go- 
ing to law. Avarice wants not ſpeciouſneſs of arguments to 
cover it; is the blindeſt of all human paſſions; corrupts every 
ſentiment of the mind; and violates 7 principle of huma- 
nity and juſtice, 1 Tim, vi. 8, Kc. is proper work was 
to lay down general rules, and capable of an eaſy application 


by lovers of truth. Where there is no clear call to meddle in 


other people's matters, we ſhould avoid it. Eternal things 
ſhould have the chief place in our ſouls; and no good oppor- 
tunity loſt, or even ſhifted, for them. Sordid e is intole- 
rably vexatious. He only is ſecure, who is in friendſhip with 
the ALMIGHTY, ſee Lu. xii. 20, 21. All the riches of this 


world cannot ward off trouble, or allay the agonies of death. 


The ſame nature and principle that leads men greedily to grip 
their own, will likely put them upon deſire py Feats what 
belongs to another. All their religion is vain, who mind 
earthly things. They who love the world moſt, loſe what 
they 9 by graſping after. what they have not. What 
meaneſt thou, O my ſoul, to cling ſo faſt to a foreign and 
unſuitable relation? To contract Jefire is the way to be eaſy. 
Fancy is boundleſs. The ſoul, which is man's being, may pine 
away in the midſt of great plenty. What we honeſtly poſſeſs 
ſhould be without too great affection, that we may eaſily part 


with them, © Life paſſes away, and leaves us nothing but 


our works. 


} 
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Tr is wiſe to keep within,the limits of one's office; eſpeci- 
ally a ſpiritual one. - Miniſters of religion ſhould exhort men 
Þ | Aa2 4 28 -to 


D 


* 


td peace and concord, and not to ſhew a criminal avidity for 
= things of life. -A man is always rich, when he is in the has 

it of depriving himfelf of indulgences ; as he is always poor, 
while he refuſes himſelf nothing, Deceitful be found 
in company with wealth, poverty, learning, and even holy pro. 
feffion. To live upon Go, and enjoy all things in him, maket 
them lovely. An independent fortune, or what was once looks 
- ed upon as ſuch, does not always anſwer expectations ta the 
full, S. C. Crr18T has taken the ſting out of poverty, nay, 
ſanCtified and enriched it. It is eaſier to live without riches, 
than to make a good uſe of them, 1 Tim. vi. 17). Th | 
leaſt of this world, who would make their all of it. nour 
and riches, with ſome, only provoke an inſatiable - appetite, 
peek enjoyment in yourſelves, or you will never find it. 


rer. 295, *Cnanrry veeds not many and. large bam, 


The juſt demands of the poor, would ſave much labour and 
expence. The inſtincts and motions of the yoluptuary are all 
from objects viſible. * How abfurd was it to make fo certain a 
eoncluſion, from things quite out of his power? Sudden and 
at proſperities ought always to be ſuſpected. Death goes 
Kis rounds day and night, even amongſt thoſe who live as if 
— thought he would never come near them. © Mifers do 
molt good ta others, when they die, They who grow haugh- 
tf in a proſperous flate, grow blind and heedleſs at the ſame 
time to what ſhall be hereafter. The world promiſes what it 
never performs. Do not provoke. Gop to convince, by toq 
late remorſe, of how fatal confequenee the love of this world 
is. a The only lawful treaſure is, that which ſupplies real 
wants, and ferves good works. From the ſummit of human 
yin view the uncertainty of human things, and fear, 
„C. At death ends all wicked policy; then follow vs deſpair, 
FW 


Wr. ufed riches go with men beyond their funerals. Pride 
is fed with the dignity of independence Old men go to death; 
but death comes to meet the young. They are ſure to live ill, 
who think of living always. The fading flower and changing 
moon, are juſt images o Human life. Why fatigue the mind 
with endleſs and uncertain projects? Chearfully e pres 
They May 


ſent. Avarice and prodigality, however oppoſite 
ſeem, are frequently found in the ſame character. 


rer. 
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traſt Providence. Natural cauſes are ' Goy's i ments; 
Pfal: txv. 10. * Can he who freely beftowed the ſuperio# 
gifts, withhold what is much —_ them? We _ . 
und given us, to depend upon a miraculous on, Tit. 
fl 13. 4 Thel. wm. N havin 2 a body 
which requires food and raiment, effentially implies in it, that 
Gop wilt provide them both. © Here is a particular providenc 
maintained, as well as a general one. Nothing is left to 
uncertainties of chance and fortune; but all in the hand 
keeping of an omnipotent parent: to truſt in whom, is'thg 
feſt and beſt act of the human mind; and alfo the moſt ef. 
al motive to virtue. Man is a much nobler being, and 
deſtined for a higher end. Care and toil to exceſs is. ra- 
ther prejudicial; as fooliſh as they are wicked. E art 
of nature hears witneſs againſt the crime of ſolicitude. 
is all their rich hue and elegance, to one made after Gov's 
image? Experience of divine power, goodneſs, and fidelity, 
is always on the increaſe, comp. Pfal. cxlvii. g. 1 Pet. v. 7. 
That will not be excuſed to Chriſtians, which is excuſed to 
heathens. *The affection of a father cannot ſuffer children to 
che in their neceſſities; and Gop is all-ſufficient.  ''The 
ppineſs of another world is the chief object of Teſt to the 
le of Gop. Here ſatisfaction more anſwers hope, 
Pele is the chil of high and juſt conceptions. Life is too 
ſhort, to waſte in ſuperfluous ſtudies, Internal confotation 
to Chriſtians, is more the object of promiſe, than outward af- 
fluence, / 1 Tim. iv. 8 —vi. 6, Kc. Love Gon, and you gain 
all other things with him and in him. It is ambition, diſcon- 
tent, fear re melancholy, that makes men 'miſerable. E. 
day brings it's own proper trial. Enjoyment is enhanced 
bs and our een of the evil to tx rg 8. C. Let us 
imprint on our minds the above leſſons. Though Gon can 
produce when he pleaſes, by the intervention of an immediate 
at ; yet working by fecond cauſes, diſplays his wiſdom and 
power in a more conſpicuous manner, £ 5 


GENERAL 


Onpxn brings reaſonings into ſmall compaſs; while it gives 
them energy and method, The pleaſure in beholding the works 
of creation is innocent and pure; it is friendly to virtue, and 
; Naifes the heart to Gop, 8. C. Nature varies her objects, fo 

n never to fatigue the fight; and the ought to be I 


| þ- with all their knowledge, may be tr 


| en of a is aa than all TANTO . 


of all good teachers. We ſoon 5 e RON 


admiration. No proficient in the ſtudy of nature can be 
an atheiſt. The beſt of men are the belt Pp hiloſophers, O. 
y pronounced ig. 

norant. O merciful Gop, make it our great. ſtudy, to keep 
ourſelves unſpotted from the world]! The very flowers Net 


| The mel and edifying contemplation to the props i 8. C. 


melancholy perſon always preſages misfortunes; he con- 
ſpires againſt himſelf, and turns his own tormentor. A little 


2 jnenough,. if we reckon right; if wrong, nothing is ſo, comp, 


1 Tim. vi. 8. Gen. viii, 20. We mu not ſeek to take go- 
vernment from Gon, but mind the preſent buſineſs. A world 
without Gop's providence, who would wiſh to live in? The 
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185 Srer. 200. Mat. vi. 19, de. Lu. xii. 32, Kc. 


5 Wars we ha any thing to divide, none muſt be allow. 


cd to ſtarre. Very conſiſtent with 2 Cor: xii. 24. 1 Tim. v, 


8. The trueſt uſe of riches is, to relieve the oor, and to aſ- 
6ſt friends, 1 Tim. vi. 8, 1. Lu. xviti. 22. s ought e- 


ver to be weighed according to their juſt value, i Tim. vi. 18, 
xc. If theſe ſeem harſh truths, we ſhould — whom the 
law was made by. Whatever i is uppermoſt in affection, tha 


for the. time, is our treaſure, and all things are ſubordin 

to it. A habitual impreſſion is that which conſtitutes the ex- 
erciſe of faith, Col. iii. 1. If our mind and heart be not ſet 
upon the more then do we live above it. Opylence i is a ſtate of 
great hazard. Vices, from wrong notions, are no excuſe, ſince 


| diligence would expel theſe, e yery hope of eterna] life is 


incomparably ſweeter than the ſecureſt po eſſions of this emp- 


9 mts and, the moſt ample magazines of it's richeſt ſtores, 


GENERA. 
He layeth up wealth ſureſt, who knoweth how to "Aifteibute, 


\ , Gratify nature, withgut rot. The whole mind takes a tinc- 


ture from that which it fixes upon as a chief end. Our con- 
ſtitution or temper may be known from prevailing hopes, fears, 
and thoughts. Nature is made for induſtry ; and in this way, 


Gov promiſes to clothe and feed his people. We ought. to 


act as if there were no 3-18 aud to Fan | in Provi- 


eee not aQed, 


* bob 15 "CHAP, 
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Srcr. 298. Of Alms-giving ; Mat: vi. 24. Lu. xvi. 1, Kc. 
a 
They who improve not temporal things properly, are 
in danger of having ſpiritual things taken from them, ſee ver. 
10. © Neceſſity ſharpens wit, and ftimulates induſtry. It is 
humbling, to accept of relief; but more fo, to be neglected, 
8. C. 4 Cunning defrauders ſeek for accomplices, to provide 
againſt diſcovery. Acts of beneficence, with other men's mo- 
hey, are properly termed ſhining fins. If fuch prudence in 
ſo unjuſt a caſe was to be praiſed, how much more to become 
rich toward Gop,' and for an eternal world? fee Lu. xviii 16. 
'A ſharp and juſt rebuke to ſluggiſhneſs in religious matters. 
_ requires to make reſtitution, before people can be. 

aritable. Economy has ſtill ſomewhat in reſerve, for un- 
ſeen contingences. Charity proportions to ee and 
conditions. We ought to appear more humble ourſelves, than 
even they who receive. 'LorD grant, that I may never reck- 
on myſelf to have any more hut the uſe of things; nor to den 
out of thine own property, what I can ſpare ! Enlarge my foul, 

in the moſt pure and generous love of thyſelf ! * Alms-giving 
is here underſtood to be the reſult of ſuch proper religious prin- 
ciples, as have their influence upon every other virtue. When 
reſtitution is quite put out of any one's power, the next beſt 
uſe we can make of wealth unrighteouſly acquired, 1s, to be 
charitable with it. Wealth ever promiſes more than it can 
perform; and eludes our graſp when we would hold it ſureſt, 


[ is a ſacred thing, by which we can be of uſe to others. 


ſee Lu. xvi. 11, 12. Let us not appear before Gop empty 


handed. Generoſity and munificence ſhould be great, in pro- 
portion to riches. | | 


8 E N E R A I. 


Tin not yourſelves down to ſuch regularity in alms-giving, 
is to have eule or nothing en for an Jenny 2 
treme, want. Charity prevents wants, without being aſked. 
It can divine. Happy commutation of tranſitory things, for 
things everlaſting ! By ſeattering our charities into the boſoms. 
of the poor, we repair the wrongs we have done in ſquander- 

= i ö N * ing 
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Ing upon criminal pleaſures and ſu uities, what was due ts 
them. Deny, O my Gop, what J aſk, if hurtful; and grant 
me what is profitable, even though I do not aſk | 8. C 


_  Sxer. 299. A Sexvevious coitfcicace' in the leaſt mat: 
ters may ny. be truſted. This truſt is not due to one who 
cannot care for himſelf. b There can be no Meappomiment 
from heavenly wealth. Leſſer bleſſings neglected, phaſe, 
do forfeit gteater. The tiches of the ſoul are —.— meet to be 
called our own, and true. How can ever triffing and 
objects occupy the ſame attention ? are faithful, who go- 
'vern themſelves not by the maxims of this yain world, but by 
= of the goſpel. O my foul, thou art a fon of Gon, the 
er of angels 5, nay of the angel of the covenant, by adoy- 
3 and cant thou pitch and fix upon any erg — Gon 
elf? Let not the world, O my God, it's fading glo- 
_ ries, cheat me into ruin Jam. iv. 4. Rom. viii. 7. 1 Cor. ii. 
12. Gal. i. 4.—ti. 14 Ph. iii. 18, 19. One had as good bow 
down before a graven image, as love the world immoderately. 
cannot be two chief goods, two contrary acts, at the 
fame time. God will have the whole or nothing. Wit of- 
leads to evil-ſpeaking, 8. C. Some are happy to * 
t virtue which they cannot imitate; and w is a perpe 
al reproach, 1 Cor. ii. 15, S. C. Worldly wiſdom 2 
cy can never endure what is liberally Kid, char i= 
feffors of great ſeverity have moſt credit with the peop 
therefote can As reputations moſt eſfectually. £ 1 an are 
ſo impatient of jun Lars as thoſe who re the greateſt ſlander- 
ers, Mat. vii. 3, &c. Real Chriſtianity is the only wiſdom. 
The candour of Heaven itſelf cannot endure thoſe who are im- 
pregnated with n3%0w e Ila. luv. 8. * ee proud 


airs ee * 
Tus 8 lovers of the world, 2 not unbe- 


lievers, are h s, comp. Mat. vi. K. The ſcorner can- 
not be truſted, nor can he 5 uſeful, 8. We ſhould grieve 


more for them who deride religi „ than at any thing we can 
ſuffer from them ourfelves. Even kind attachments may ſe- 
_ duce the heart, S. C. Every virtue almoſt has a counterfeit, 
- fee Mat. vi. 1, &c. Raillery. and ironical reflections, ſavour 
ors of * . 5 candour. Open attacks are the moſt 


more the 8 applauds your . 
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more you ought to fear. Men would look upon a Chriſtian 25 


mad, who treated the concerns of time; as moſt people do 
thoſe of their fouls. | No 


— 


Sc. 300. Lu. xvi. 19, &: = 


certain, eternal ruin The appearances. of an unhappy wretch 

ſhould prevent delight from every thing ſenſual. * Similarly 

improved ſouls are in heaven brought nigh to each other, eſpe- 

cially thoſe of one houſe, Rev. xiv. 13. Jo. i. 18. Great 

ſource of ſocial happineſs | Even deep poverty is no neceſſary ob- 

ſtrut any one's virtue and enjoyment. Surely the poor, 

x5 men, are more nearly related to us by the law of nature, 

than dogs and horſes: as Chriſtians and ſaints, ſtill nearer. 

Men of eſtate ought to eye the will of Gop, more than their YM. 

on. If people beg, it is rather the fin of the rich than theirs, 17 
| Feel. ix. 11 Put yourſelf a moment in the place of one who | 

is poor, 8. C. O happy reverſe of all griefs and ſufferings; 

which the righteous find in another world ! The known hap- 

py condition of the righteous will greatly enhance the miſeries 

of the wicked. The chief point is to end well. 4 To refle& 


: SorERELOOUS wealth, devoted to pride and luxury, is - . 


too late, is not a remedy, but a vexation.. There will be mus | | 
tual knowledge in the future ſtate- What a uſeful leſſoͤn | 
have we here, of gentleneſs and mildneſs towards one ano- | 
ther? The fierceneſs of hell will be in proportion to the luxu- | 
ry of ſinners. Dreadful thought ! , Senſe, more than reaſong | 
leads the great bulk of mankind; The pleafures of the ſoul are | 
fine and ſtrong, and, like itſelf too, everlaſting, & Particular 
perſons have no juſt cauſe to expect ſpecial divine revelations; 
" Awful meſſages may alarm for a time; but prejudices and 
luſts will both forget, and flight the impreſſion. Even the 
miracles of Jzsvs, and his reſurrection from the dead, could 
not perſuade the greater part of Iſrael. Think of Jo. xi. 1, &c. 
Irreſiſtible. evidence would deſtroy the virtue of believing: 
Happy they who live by faith | 5 oge „ 


prey e OY OR Ty NI 


Fu runs delight itſelf is much increaſed by the afcenſion of | 
Abraham's great ſuperior, Heb. ix. 24, &c. 2 Cor. v. 6, &c. 
The rich ſeldom know the teal characters of the poor, S. C. 
He makes the beſt of his cr puts it to the dof why; 
h | cel 


- 


_— 


1% REFLECTIONS ON THE 


Eccl: i. 8. Col. iii. 1, &0. The hardſhips we perceive in the 

condition of others both above and below us, ſhould reconcile 

us to our own. We cannot judge of the happineſs or miſery 

of men, by what happens to them in this world. The ſcenes 

of outward pomp corrupt the heart, and dazzle- the eyes, 1 

Tim. v. 6. Lu. xv. 24. Jam. v. 5. Prov. xxi. 17. Ifa. xlvii. 8. 

Tit. iii. 3. All excuſes for unbelief will be found vain at laſt, 

_ - .Takeft thou pleaſure in the images of kings on their coins, and 

: _ Fdelpiſeſt thou thine own, nay Gop's, in thy poor brother? 

1 Tim. vi. 17. Poverty is amply recompenced by virtue. 

When the body diſſolves, the ſoul may depart into ſeeds of a 

new body, which it then animates and gradually forms ſuit- 

able to it's own temper and diſpoſition Death to the pious 

Poor is the beginning of their repoſe z and to the impious rich, 
the end of all their pleaſures. | 


| \ FR 1 , : . | 
'- SECT. 301. The true way to eternal life in Heaven; Mat. vii, 
5 13, &c. Lu. xiu. 23, &c. | | 


Il is moſt needful to know what kind of men ſhall be ſav- 
ed. From this, the number may not unfairly be conjectured. 
That knowledge is chiefly to be ſought, by which the heart is 
made better. None are excluded from eternal life, by an in- 
vincible decree of Heaven. Labour and. conſtancy is all that 
is required, with a prudent foreſight of dangers, Col. i. 29. 
Io refolve to be good, and to ſtop there, is, in effect, reſoly- 
ing to be wicked. To weep for our fins, and not to correct 
them, is not to leſſen, but increaſe guilt. © Bodily delights 
fawn upon men, and ſooth them to miſeries inexpreſſible. 
The more ſpiritualized human nature is, the more meet to en- 
ter in at the ſtrait gate. Difficulties are trials of virtue, and 
require a firmneſs which will be termed obſtinate, 8. C. The 
precepts of the goſpel, though great and wonderful, are not 
impoſſible; as was alledged by Trypho the Jew, fee Mat. xi. 
30. The multitude is almoſt wholly led by cuftom, or exam- 
ple. Senſe and ſinful pleaſure together, debauch our reaſon, 
1 Jo. ii. 15, 16. 4 Conſider rather how the way leads, than 
whether it be eaſy to enter upon. 'The gates of hell are ever 
open, from the ſmooth broad way that leads to vice. The 
pure felf-denying religion of Ixsus had peculiar difficulties to 
combat. Gop deſires no man's ſalvation without his conſent. 
What is a momentary conflict, to peace, joy, ſolid and du- 
Table happineſs! Numbers in the road ſhould make us . 
Ns 7 e 
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j fear, comp. Lu. xili. 38. Rom. xi. 2 5. * Falſe appearances 
of deceive the multitude. The faith that rightly truſts, 
doth work by love. * To fall from towering hopes will be the 


very eſſence of deſpair. 


GENERAL 


An extreme defire of increaſing learning involves the mind 
in much perplexity and deluſion. The ſharpeſt and nobleſt 
conflict is that wherein we labour to gain a victory over our- 
ſelres. What is the work of time and pains, ſhould not drive 
us to deſpair Obſerve the tendences of temper and conſtitu- 
tion, and ſtrive to bend nature the other way. Profit by what 
you ſee, and are moſt offended with in others. Avoid com- 
panions whom you cannot reſiſt. Every advantage and plea- 
ſure is inferior to innocence and the love of Gop. The em- 
pire of faſhion ought only to be over things indifferent, 8. C. 
Was not the ark preferable to drowning with the multitude ? 
The company of Lot alone, to that of burning in Sodom ? 
From ſloth comes dejection of ſpirit, vain truſt, ſolicitude for 
the world, neglect of Gop. 80 great a taſk as religion, re- 
quires the inſtant and firm exertion of every power. Whilſt 
2 mcg exalteth too high, adverſity depreſſeth too low. The 

pious effort is, to ſupport equally againſt preſymption and 
deſpair, by the thoughts of dea e N 


Sxcr. 302. MIRACLES are given for a teſtimony to the 
truth, but may be ſeparated from obedience. No gift, en- 
dowment, or accompliſhment whatever, without faith and ho- 
lineſs, will avail to our acceptance with Gop. 'The moſt ſhin- 


ing actions of the reprobate are rejected, from want of an up- 


right principle. How many teachers and writers do men naw 
admire, who yet are leſs than nothing before Gop ? ® Thoſe 
in particular, who, by office, are bound to teach others ? It is 
in vain to tell that man, the Chriſtian religion teaches virtue 


and condemns vice, who conceives he may be a Chriſtian with- 
out ſhunning the one and practiſing the other hoy 


Scr. 30g. WHATSOEVER CHRIST teacheth is the un- 
doubted will of the Father. The name of Can1sr, without his 
Lear, and works, will profit none. Without a miracle, the 
ame doctrine cannot have the ſame infſuence upon all. Gop 

does not eſtimate any man by his profeſſions, = 

ſpecious; hor his opinions, 1 erer fo orthodox; nor by 


they ever ſo 


his 


. — ” 
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his outward form, be it ever ſo pure and refined; fince, in 
each of theſe modes, he may ſtill be a carnal man. Delibe. 
rately to fail in any one duty, is to fail in all. It is the hurry 
of ite, in buſineſs and pleaſures, that blinds their minds. 


Sxcr. 304. Lu. xiii 28, &c. 


r is the uſe and improvement of divine beneſits, which 
renders them valuable. The rebukes of Ixs us were with great 
plainneſs and impartiality. - A fingle word from him, at laſt, 
will throw the wicked into agonies of eternal deſpair. © How 
contrary will the judgements of Gop and men appear, in the 
final ifſue of things? pe Fs we Rs, 


- SECT. 305. PEOPLE of defign endeavour to ſtop the mouths 

of upright teachers, by putting them in fear. The prudence of 
this world is by any means to ſpare and fave life. > Though 
reverent to all in authority, yet his conduct was not flaviſh, 
He would ſuffer death, not when Herod, but when the fa- 
ther pleaſed. The ſhortneſs of time is a great argument for 
diligence. In the face of all dangers, our work muſt be done, 
till perfected in glory. Wicked men cannot hinder what Gon 
has purpoſed z and we need fear nothing, when we walk in 


4 
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BecT. 306. Jeſus raiſes Lazarus from the dead; Jo. xi 


1, ec. | 


N HE moſt beloved of CHRIST, and of the father, are not 
exempted from trouble. Friendſhip itſelf acts in 
ſtrict conformity to what is juſt and right. They had no 
thought of his curing in abſence, Mat. viii. 8. comp. Jo. xi. 
21. The alleviation of grief, and enhancement of joy by com- 
munion, are bonds of reciprocal affection, 8. C When you 
have acceſs to an intimate, you can more eaſily conceal your 
erplexities and doubts from every body elſe. Out of ſeem- 
g evil much real good is educed, comp. Eccl. ix. 1. 1 Cor. 
iv. 5- The benefits beſtowed upon the ſaints e T' 
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Mat. x. 41, 42, No ſoit is ſo well prepared for the peculiar 
love of friendſhip, as that which is formed by harmony, of 
minds, mutual eſteem, and reciprocal tender affection, comp, 
Deut xiii. 6 1 Sam. xviii. 1, 3.—xix, 2. 2 Sam i. 26. Prov. 
xviii. 17. It could not therefore properly be made the ſub- 
ject of a direct precept. The preſent conduct of JIusus, how- 
ever, gives ſanction to ſo elegant a connection. Diſtreſs a- 
mong ſuch needs no ardour to prompt relief. The delay of 
an anſwer to our prayers and wiſhes may be very gracious. 


Misfortunes often come in a train, mutually rendering each 


other more ſad and comfortleſs, 8. C. The minds of the up- 

right are gloriouſly prepared for divine manifeſtations. Fear 

magnifies dangers. Death is peculiarly awful to ſtrong affec, 

tion for this world; and there was yet a good deal of this in 

the diſciples. * Cnnis r, as every other, had a certain ſpace 

aſſigned for finiſhing his work, ſee Jo. ix. 4. Lu xiii. 32. 
Sadneſs and perplexity ſhould never be diſcoyered by a gene- 

ral. 5 Large matters of beneficence mult ever be preferred to 

ſmaller Sweet is the ſoul's repoſe in the arms of divine love 

The performance of this miracle was gradual and ſolemn, to 

be a clear ſpecimen of his power over death. Seaſons of ſor- 

row are, of all others, moſt favourable to religious ſentiment.-* 

So they who regard not in their doings the divine will, muſt 

fall into fin. They walk in the dark. Having the call of 
providence, we ſhould fear nothing, Acts xx. 20, &c. i Such 
and nothing worſe is death to the good, 1 K. ii. 10.—i. 43. 

iv. 20,--xV. 6. Mat. ix. 24. They only reſt, to live again. 

*The minds of the weak are to be prepared by little and little. 

Deſigns of beneficence are rather to be hinted, than expreſſed. 

Fear, which is unreaſonable, prevents much good. How lit- 
tle did the diſciples reflect on their Lox D's miraculous*power ? 

® How remarkable an inſtance is this, of CHRIS rs divine know- 
ledge! a He till lived to CyrisT! A winning pattern of mo- 
deſty ! He leaves his work to ſpeak for itſelf. »A friend 
ought not to be deferted, in an article of extreme danger. 


G EN ER AI. 


Ir is thoughts and affections that unite. Happy they who 
love one another in Gop; for thus they may ſee one another 
always, and meet, in their common center, one another too. 
Every thing paſſeth away, except the ſincere ſweetening at- 
tachment of loving ſouls. The world hath no greater bleſſing? 
It is better to talk to the heart, in grief, than to the underſtand. 


in 
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ing. To know how to comfort, is a talent which few people. 
poſſeſs, while every one is willing to make trial of his (kill. 


Sgcr. 300% A TavLy pious and humane office. The 
poor have this office done them from kindneſs; and the rich, 


often for honour's ſake. Motives of conſolation ſhould be na- 


tural' and obvious, It may happen that friends themſelves 


- | Have little or no reliſh, in hours of deep and awful melancholy, 


S. C. Much more burdenſome is every thing elſe, - There is 
an appetite for retiring, to ſit alone, to remember former jo 

to liſten to the howling winds, to ſee leaves falling, and muſe on 
the end of man, 8. C. A glorious doctrine, * by the 
preſent ſad emergency. The announcement of immortality, 
chears what ſeems oh „and dark, and lonely in the and. 
C. Death never can hurt thoſe who cleave faſt to him who 
is the fountain of life, Jo. v. 21. He only can fill our large 


capacity fof happineſs, 8. C. Lively ſorrow clings to a de- 


parted friend, and dwells on the thought of an eve uni- 
th are 


on, 8 C. The iſſues even of a long journey on e 


expected with patience and chearfulnefs, comp. Job. xix. 26. 
What will be the tranſports of that day, in which piety and 
friendſhip will be perfected? Let us truſt with ourſelves e- 
very _ that. is deareſt to us, into the hands of CHRIST, 
ſee 1 Cor. xv. 52, 53. 2 Cor. v. 2, &c. 1 The. iv. 14, &c. 
* This ſhe might ſay, though the entire ſenſe of all his words 
the could not yet . | | 4 


G E N E R A I. 


| To warnings of mortality, the ears and hearts of the young 


are peculiarly open; as may be ſeen by their looks of thought- 


ful and earneſt attention at burials, S. C. Our early friends, in 


3 are endeared by pleaſing remembrances, 8. C. 


Death is the birth day of immortality. That of the good ſends 


them before us. A high degree of ſorrow makes us firſt dumb, 
and then to weep. Various turns of paſſion, and alternate ad- 
qreſſes to the living and the dead, are the very language of ſor- 


row. Though ſtill in a ſtate expoſed to fin and death, fear 


not, fince CHRIST has the keys of hell and of death, 8. C. 
General ſympathy ſuſtains the mind, under the firſt ſhock; 


and by the time that this, with attention, has ſubſided, cuſtom 
fuſtains the troubled heart, S. C. $ | | | 


SECT, 308. Tur words of Cunrer, ſhe had felt mw 
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this to be ſalutary and ſoothing, 8. C. ® Grief returns with a 
flood of tears, at the ſight of a friend's monument. © Love is 
not afraid to make itſelf known, even among enemies. In 
the preſence of one to whom we can impart ſorrow, and give 
way to fears, the heart is eaſed, 8. C. This was not a time 
as yet, for reaſoning and diſputation, ſee Job. ii. 13. The 
pure mind of CHRIST was ſhaken, but not diſturbed. The 

\ forrowful affections of Ixs vs did not hinder, nor ſo much as 
unſeaſonably defer any part of his work. The flood-gates of 
ſorrow were not made in vain. Natural and ſympathetic tears 
are quite becoming, ſee Lu. xix. 41, &c. To give way to the 
impreſſions of humanity is the excellence of a right diſpoſition, 
and natural working of a well turned ſpirit. Words of conſo- 
lation, under genuine and 2 ſympathy, do not eaſily ſind 
their way. Tears, then, are the moſt perſuaſive of all eloquence. 
Cunis T was made in all things like his brethren, that he might 
ſympathize with them, Heb. 2. 17. 8. C. Sometimes a ſign or 
geſture makes deeper impreſſion, than in any other way it is 
poſſible. This miracle CHRIS foreſaw would ſtill harden the 
Jews in unbelief, which moved his generous breaſt, comp. . 
lit. $.—vViil. 12.—ix. 19, &c. The moſt precious motives to 
weep, are thoſe of religion and friendſhip. There are feelings 
both ſweet and bitter, too ſtrong for utterance. 'Theſe lead to 
devotion, 8. C. comp. Eccl. vii. 3. * Infidel captiouſneſs takes 
no good leiſure to be informed at large. | N 


G E N E R A L. 


Tner, whoſe hearts are tender, are moſt affected by pecu- 
har and delicate diſtreſſes, S. C. The mind hardens ill n 
ſorrow, finds comfort in pouring it gut, and in the hope of bet - 
ter days, 8. C. Tears argue not only a generous, but a great 
mind. As far as we are affected with the misfortunes. of o- 
ther men, and ready to comfort the miſerable, we may be ſaid 
ve the ſpirit of CHRIST. How indecent to urge the want 
jendſhip againſt the goſpel ? It is too delicate for compul- 
That ſwell of the breaſt which fills the eye with. tears, 
character at once great and humane. Deep ſorrow, 
oppoſed by reaſon and comfort, is an inſult. Stoiciſm 
into abſurdity ; whilſt Chriſtian philoſophy makes 
ide, uniting fortitude with tenderneſs and com- 


ſion. 


- SxcT. 369. Lar us avoid all mean tranſports of ſelf-ap- 
i plauſe, 
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lauſe, and all fondneſs for oſtentation and parade. Whatever 
| be the inſtrument, the goodneſs of God in benefits ought chief. 
ty to be acknowledged, Jam. i. 17 Prayer for the afſlicted, 
moulds the heart into a peculiarly ſerious frame, 8. C. Com- 
aſſion is added to the general principle of benevolence, to give 
1 a ſpecial bias to the miſerable. It yields relief to the afflict- 
ed, to ſhare the ſympathy of others; and eſpecially to be ex- 
preſſed in prayer by the tender hearted, S. C. Jam. v. 14. 
en the ſhadow of death is changed into mourning, the heart 
feels joy unutterable, aſcends in holy gratitude, and commu- 
nicates with the fountain of jay, 8. C. One who fought his 
own glory, would have led Lazarus home, by way of triumph, 
4 No circumſtance was wanting in the miracle, to perfect the 
belief of it. By fervent prayer, we go forth to duty with cou- 
rage and chearfulneſs. Eaſy, familiar, and full of dignity, 
In this ſingle miracle, friendſhip, family intereſt, and the hap» 
pineſs of mankind, are all concerned. Some will fly to the 
moſt malicious ſhifts, rather than give their vicious prejudices 
and prepoſſe ſſions to true faith. What they could not hide, 
they 2 to vilify. I | | 


Sr. 310. * Tat will of Gop ſhould be preferred to every 
ſecular conſideration. If they had all believed, the Romans 
would not have come, and done as they did; for the Jews 
would not have rebelled, ſee Rom. xui. 1, &c. Eph vi. 8. 
Col. iii. 22. 1 Tim vi. 1. Tit, ii. 9. 1 Pet. il. 1 18. Jo. vi. 
15. Prov. x. 24. Goodneſs itſelf is inſupportable to envy, 
from worldly love. Their wickedneſs was not to be cured. 
Short cuts; and unlawful, are the reſults of human expedien- 
ces, which often deſtroy themſelves in the end A true prieſt 
would have weighed the argument, and taught the people ac- 
cordingly. Political wiſdom takes for granted, what ought to 
be proved. At bottom lay the pontifical dignity, authority and 
emoluments. Gon, at times, has ſeen fit to put oracles in- 
to the mouths of very wicked men, comp. Mat. vii. 22, &c. 
1 Cor. xiii. 1, &c, Let us follow CnrisT in a courageous 
adherence to duty, nor fear the wrath of man. To miſlead with 
a ddreſs is no extenuation of guilt, but the contrary. The 
death of CHRIST, with his reſurrection, are ſure grounds of 
faith in him; and of courſe, admirable motives to repentance, 
comp. Lu. vii 5. Jo. xviii. 35.—x. 16. Eph. ii. 13. Here 
CnRISsx is condemned in abſence, without being heard, with- 
out proof, ſee ver. 45. 
* . 4 ee eee 
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Tux haters of truth, by a judgement of Gop, bring on rys 
inous national diſcords. The public ſafety has often been pre- 
tended fince, for private ends, comp. Eccl. ui. 16. Murder, 
by forms of law, is the very worſt kind. Gop is rather to be 
truſted in his own ways, than truth, honour, and conſcience, 
to be violated, comp. Dan. ix. 26. The meaſures of miſguided 
policy are raſh and cruel. Aſſemblies packed; argue dith- 
dence. Actions deteſtable ought never to be yielded to, under 
colour of doing good, even to the public. Praiſes reluctantly 
beſtowed are moſt weighty. Clergy enriched from place, of 
office, diſlike all innovation. Eh , 


| Sc. 311. * Unxnown to themſelves, they act as diving 
inſtruments, for accompliſhing the ſalvation of mankind. They 
who were moſt zealous for ritual religion, made light of de- 
ſigning to ſhed innocent blood. Þ Thus was he the more ans 
Kiouſly looked for; that he deferred his coming. | | 


„* M A f. II 
örcr. 312. Jeſus is rejefted by the Samaritans, Lu. is; 51, &c; 


a IS chearful obedience unto death prepared for future 
| royal dignity. Nations, no leſs than individuals, are 
liable to prejudice. W Duties of humanity belong to thoſe who 
differ in opinion, and even faith. © Gon knows beſt; how 
and when this ſhould be. Arguments of conviction, and nof 
force, are to be uſed. The example of prophets, in extraor- 
dinary caſes, is not for our imitating. 'They who are wicked 
now, may yet repent; Religion inflames ſome mens paſſions, in 
proportion to it's importance, comp. Mat. iii, 24, &c. Cha- 
rity muſt not be laid aſide, to maintain faith. There may beg 
and often is, a great deal of perſonal reſentment and indigna- 
tion mingled with religious zeal. The falfe opinion'ſhould 
burn, but the men eſcape. A good cauſe ſupports itſelf, | 


GENERAL 
Unnaryx prejudices ought to be guarded againſt even by he 
wo hs . beit. 


202 REFLECTIONS ON THE 
beſt. Religion has often ſuffered by indiſcreet zeal. The 


proofs, works, and gentleneſs of true faith, will ever be re. 
ſpected. A cruel ſpirit indulged, marks the character of evil 
prieſts in every church. We ſhould diſcountenance the loweſt 
degrees of this in our friends, and ſuch as are of the ſame party, 
and way of thinking with ourſelves. 


SECT. 313. Chrift foretels his death; Mat. xx. 17, &c. 
M. x. 32, Kc. Lu. xviii. 31, &c. | 


How aſtoniſhing the grace and compaſſion of the Son of 
Gop ? The way of the croſs is fearful to nature. © A mere 
conjecturing impoſtor would have ſtirred up the multitude to 

defend him, or elſe have withdrawn himſelf from the chief 

Place of danger for ever. The great virtues and uſes of the 

croſs are beſt known by true difciples. How tranquil is he, 

under that clear and awful forefight ! He relates it as a hiſto- 


ry, rather than a prediction. ereby does he guard againſt 


e ſcandals of his ſufferings and death. * He is not infenſible, 
dut firm and even; and his chief ſupports are, the will of Gon, 
the good of mankind, and the hope of glory. No human 
natural ſagacity could have reached unto ſo minute and cir- 
cumſtantial a prediction, M. xiv. 64. To prevent ſtrife and 
quarrel among his diſciples, he does not name Judas. The 
baſeneſs of the inſtruments were exaggerations of the indigni- 
77 like 1 Sam. xii 9. This, to noble minds, is even worſe 
an death. 5 Upon this he is willing to hazard his whole cre- 
dit. An invincible proof. * How blinding is the power of 
prejudice? We are hardly brought to believe what we do not 
incline to be true, They might ſuppoſe, for the time, that he 
fpake unto them parabolically, or in a figure, as in Jo. vi. 
[3753 -- s 88 r 


Secr. 314. The ambition of the Apoſtles repreſſed; Mat. xx. 
N 20, &c. M. X. 357 &c. Lu. xxii. 24,5 N &c. ene 


Ex x good parents may be rather too ambitious of advancing 
their children, by fixing their minds on the end, while they for- 
get the means. In the hearts of pious men there may be a long 
ſevere ſtruggle with pride. d Blind carnal man would have Gov's 
will directed by his own. Nobody can be eaſy in his own mind, 
who does not endeavour to become leaſt of all, and ſervant of all. 
3 | . © Queſtions 
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«Queſtions not pertinently aſked, diſcloſe people's ignorance. 
Rebuke muſt be prudently managed. © It is proper to'diſcover 
the evil of others, when needful to inſtruct, and ſet right the 


reſt of mankind. * Injuſtice and pride lead to covet that which 


does not belong to us. The knowledge of true human great- 
neſs would effectually prevent, or amend criminal ambition. 
How much cauſe have the very beſt of people to dread irre- 
gular deſires ? 5 With reſpect to temporals, we are neither ab- 
ſolute judges how, or what we ought to aſk. The ſole un- 
queſtionable object of Chriſtian ſolicitude is, to be good. De- 
nial is often beſt for us, when we ſeek for this world. * To 
be willing to ſuffer, when need is, ſhould be the meaſure of 
our hopes and deſires, 1 Pet. i. 21. Such queſtion we ſhould 
often put to ourſelves. The laws of divine adminiſtration 
are unalterable, Eph. iv. 11, &c. Jo. xvii 6. He, with whom 
is the reſidue of No Spirit, prepares for both. We muſt not 
expect the reward of Go, out of his own order; but ſhould 
count the coſt, and act under. the power of ſtrong faith and 
love. Weak partial motives have no place in the breaſt of Ix- 
sus. * Raſh engagements are made by thoſe who know not 
themſelyes aright, They who are gentle, obtain the moſt en- 
tire affection. Error, not from malice, but ſimplicity, muſt 


often be borne with for a ſeaſon. ' Ambition is one great cauſe _ 


of jealouſy, murmuring, and animoſity, in communities. 


There is but little of pure and unmixed zeal in the world, a- 


ring from hatred to ſin, and love to Gop, Men generally 
condemn the paſſions of others, through paſſions equally cri- 
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Ir is always wrong, to ſeek for riſe and eſtabliſhment, at 


the expence of others. We are late in forſaking what paſſion 
made us early to eſpouſe. Nothing is a greater hinderance to 
truth, than ambitious and ungoverned defire. Happy they who 
both live and die, under the banner of the croſs! We often 
preſume upon that which we cannot perform, to obtain that 
which we cannot deſerve. It is good to know our own defects, 

by ſeeing thoſe of others, without provoking, or exaſperating 

em, Mat. vii. 3, &c. Rom. ii 1. A jealous temper indul- 
ged, never admits ſettled friendſhip. . Imagination dazzles and 
1 whereas prudence limits their deſire to objects with- 
mn reac 1 2 
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- SECT. 315. *Every one is moſt apt to favour his own gif 
and deſervings. One evil naturally ſprings out of another. 
The beſt power among Chriſtians is that which is founded in 

humility, and dedicated to pure love; ſee a noble inſtance, 

2 Cor. xii. 14, 15 Conſider attentively, Dan. vii. 12,1 3» 14. 

Awful authority in the kingdom of CHRIST is indecent and 

dangerous. | Obſerve here, the true ſpirit and rule of eccleſi- 
. © aftical government. It is difficult to join humility with power; 
meekneſs with high rank; and the duties of a paſtor, with the 
care of ſecular affairs. © To ſpend and be ſpent for others, or 
always in a readineſs for theſe, is glorious. He is the great- 
eſt prelate of the church, who is moſt like his maſter. It is 
more honourable than to command whole nations, and to go- 
vern empires. Few faithful friends are to be found in the 

day of adverſity, comp. 2 Tim. i. 8. Heb. x. 34. Gal. iv. 14. 

The future glory and happineſs of the ſaints will be fimilar to 

Ennis r's own. Honour muſt be deferyed, and not uſurped. 

It is a thing of duty, and not of right. They who, in thi 

world, were treated as offscourings, ſhall then be exalted, and 

extolled, and raiſed very high, Rev. iii 21. The ranſom by 
£HR18T is a ſource of conſolation to the guilty, and great ob- 


M I A A 1. 


A Srimrr of imperiouſneſs in ſuch teachers is abominable. 
After the example of CHRIS, they ſhould reform more by in- 
ion, than reproof; by mild attraction, rather than ſevere 
iſcipline. His kingdom ſtandeth by benefits, and not by force; 
it is kept and defended by argument; it is enlarged by ſweet 
and ſoft perſuaſion. + | | tpn 
| 2 Jo | ! ry 7 
'Brcr. 316. Jeſus is Gu#ft to a Publican; M. x. 46. Lu. 
„ 9-495. abc 2, es 7 bn 25 
2 Cprr6s1TY, from good diſpoſitions, is commendable 
and falutary. * Modeſty is a hinderance to ſome preſent ad- 
vantages, and yet will meet it's due reward. They who ſeek 
the ſociety of the good, prove, by that very means, that they 
are inclined to reform. © Therefore would not a compaſſion- 
ating Saviour quench that ſmoaking flax. 4 In vain doth any 
pne ſee JESUS with his bodily eyes, if he be not, likewiſe, at- 
feQtionately ſeen of him. Herod and the Phariſees were - 
+ Pon ano Aon, 4 rs 
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worſe for it, Mat. xiii. 16, 19. lt is a courteous thing, at 
times, to become a gueſt unbidden, The heart of affection is 
known to CHRIST, and what he delights in, Jo. xiv. 21. Peo- 
ple never come nearer to CyrIsT, then when they are moſt 
deeply ſenſible of their own unworthinefs, ſee Lu. v. 8.—vii, 
6. Mat. viii. 8. Gueſts are deſirable, in whom knowledge, 
virtue, chearfulneſs, are happily united. * Earneſt affeQtion 
doth often, for fome time, take away the power of ſpeech. In 
no caſe is it proper to tarry, when the Lon Ixs us doth call. 
8 Jewiſh envy would rather diſdain, than be healed ; rather 
grudge againſt a neighbour, than be partakers with him; one of 
the chief fins that can be committed. A like door of mercy is 
2 to every one, if they will, as to Zaccheus. * Till now, 

ugh well diſpoſed to repenting, he might not rightly appre- 
hend either the nature, or advantages of it. The penitent ſin- 
ner bringeth not vaunts along with him, but determined holy 
reſolves. Behold a true dealing man, and a liberal. True 
penitence requires reſtoring to the utmoſt, if poſſible. They 
who retain, with their knowledge, what belongs to another, 
continue juſt ſo long to repeat their former ſin. Here is no 
attempt to cover ſin, but the direct contrary. Moſt ſignal and 
glorious are the triumphs of truth and grace. What are all 
preſent riches to eternal life ? * Such ingenuous penitence ho- 
noured, did moſt effectually condemn Jewiſh avarice, and u 
righteoufneſs. He who reſembles the belief and piety of A- 
braham, is his true ſon, and ſhall be a partaker of his bleſſings. 
" Humbled finners are much more acceptable to Gon, than they 
who ſwell with conceit of their own righteouſneſs. 


9 


Tux frankneſs of an open heart is truly amiable. Hoſpi- 
tality is well repaid by good breeding, and inſtructive diſcourſe, 
To give alms, before we reſtore, is, to rob for a burnt-offering. 
Freedom in alms-giving is effential, and likewiſe a juſt pro- 
portion, 2 Cor. ix. 6. 1 Cor. xvi. 2. Deut. xvi. 10.—xv. 10. 


In reſtitution, the loſs of time, trade, &c. ought ſcrupulouſly 
to be conſidered; ſo as to keep above, rather than below; to 
their heirs, if alive; or to the poor, Num. v. 8. Beware of 
thoſe dealings in which you cannot well be juſt. Eaſe and af- 
fability are the reſult of poliſhed manners, good ſenſe, and hu- 
manity; and ſhould be ſtudied along with a character of 1 | 
Ks e N | ECT. 
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'SECT: 317. Talents to be accounted for ; Lu xix. 11, &. 


- > Tye wiſeſt may ſtill improve. Man is born to cultivate 
and embelliſn. > Hatred to ChRISNHT ſprings from criminal 
luſts; with ſome it is unconquerably ſtubborn. © To him we 
zre debtors for all that we have, © Truſt is a mark of regard. 
All Goy's gifts are valuable; becauſe they are beſtowed with 


Aiſcernment, and ſhould be cloſe employed for the benefit of 


others. Hereby aur Lok .conſiders | himſelf as increaſed in 
goods, . Induſtry and fidelity do beſt expreſs our love. We 
Lboar for ourſelves; when we labour for Gop. * He takes 
no praiſe to himſelf. We ſhould accompliſh with indefatiga- 
ble pains and alacrity whatever we undertake, Rom. xii. 11. 
Degrees of diligence may not be equal, even among the ſin- 
cere. * The rewards in heaven are wiſely yarious, Jo. xiv. 2. 
x Cor. xv. 41. Wicked floth hath the art of kahl excuſ- 
ing itſelf. He who is the Lonxp of all ſeeks nothing from his 
_ ſervants, but to be careful and diligent, ſee If. i. 19. Mat. xxy, 
4, &e Jam iv. 17. All thoſe who would ſubject men to 
unconquerable fate, blaſpheme the goodneſs, and even juſtice 
of ALMIGHTY Gon. Their guilt is much the ſame, who 
fpeak of the corruption of human nature as abſolutely inſupe- 
rable. Confcience in both will be enough to condemn them. 
Hard thoughts of Go do quite diſcourage from purſuing his 
ſervice. The wicked give ſentence againſt themſelves * If 
ſloth be thus puniſhed, how much more they who wilfully a- 
buſe the gifts of heaven to ſinful behaviour, and the hurt of 
truth? The contempt of a mild and loving Saviour heightens 
wrath to the uttermoſt, Heb. ii. 3.—x. 26, &c. Pf. cxix, 120. 


CVVT 
Ducxcx adds facility to exactneſs. Employments uſe- 
ful and ſerions, may be found in all conditions. Painful pla- 
ces ſhould have honour and profits. How cold and inſenſible 
mult they be, whoſe ſouls are not inflamed by the future proſ- 
, pet? Pedple perverted by evil habits abuſe their own under- 
| ſtandings, and conceat from themſelves their blemiſhes. 


Every perſon ſhould, as much as poſſible, act in the order in 


SECT. 
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Sec r. 318. Two blind men cured; Mat. xx. 29, &c. Mu. x. 
i 46 Lu. xviit. 35, &c. 5 
2 BLINDNESS and want together, form an extreme trial. » 
The blind are uſually inquiſitive, and uſually more curious than 
than thoſe who ſee. Next to our ſenſe of evil, and willingneſs | 
to be delivered, is, to have recourſe to the Sovereign Phyfician | 
with fervour and truſt, comp. Jo ix. 39. Opportunities loſt, | 
may never return again. Cyr1sT never fails to encourage | 
people under their weakneſs, Rev. iii. 17 Happy they wh 
are employed to call others to their good, by him! It is a 
chief joy of the righteous, to increaſe meaſures of hope and 
comfort among the affſicted. Who can deſcribe the joy of 
knowing, that mercy itſelf is well affected towards us? & No 
impediments are ſuffered, to retard the movements of one un- 
der great trouble and anxiety to find an effectual cure. An 
unbeliever and flatterer of the world, would have donbted, ca- 
vilted, feigned excuſes; and ſought, by this means; to be well 
with the fynagogue. One extreme diſorder ſwallows up all 
ſenſe of every thing elſe. * They uſe not many words, with 
one ſo merciful. * Obſerve here, the perfect agreement of 
grace and free will. Jesvs is every where, juſt what his 
name imports,” Mat. i. 21. Acts x. 28. Wt en oe ſervice 
is the beſt proof of affectionate gratitude. - So light is given 
to the mind, that we may follow CHRIS T's ſteps. 5. 
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In one blind man, may be ſeen how ignorance of the ſoul 
= be removed from many. Beggars are at no ſmall pains 
to ſtudy the moving forms of ſpeech; and what in the bulk of 
them is policy, was here the fruit of wiſe affectionate helief. 
Defire, much inflamed, prepares to receive' with' gratitude. 
Divine compaſſion is the fountain of all grace. | nr: 


SECT. 319. Chrift ſups at Bethany, and is anvinted by Mary 
| Mat. xxvi 6, &c. M. xiv. 3, &c. Jo. xi. 1, &. | | 
Lovx employs every thing that it has for Cop. The chief AM 
uſe of riches is, to be ſerviceable with them to CymsT, in his ER 
members. » Happy they, who make that ſubſervient to good | 
works, which others dedlicate to the ſervice of luxury, and of- | 
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ten worſe l There may be an innocent entertainment, as well 


as a neceſſary relief of nature. The fervency of affeQion is 


not eaſily ſtayed. Sociable diſpoſitions produce all thoſe amia: 
ble and endearing connections, that alleviate the forrows of hu- 
man life, adorn our nature, and render us happy. 


_ Srcr. 320. 4 Tur nature of ſome. is to be content with 


nobody, and to be averſe from ſhewing kindneſs. One dif. 


contented, or perverſe ſpirit, is enough to corrupt or diſturb 
a whole community. - They are ſadly employed, who grieve 
their neighbour, by diſcouraging his kindeſt intentions and 
- endeayours, out of regard to temporal intereſt, Fervent zeal 
is thus generally cenſured by the world, as itidiſeretion ! Ho- 
neſt ſimplicity will ſometimes join with thoſe who have wicked 
views. - Attempts, when fruſtrated,. uſually draw after them 
_ diſtruſt and hatred. It is a branch of true charity, in ma- 
ny caſes, to put the moſt favourable conſtruction upon eve- 
ry action, and to conſider the deſign, rather than the thing it- 
ſelf, M. xiv. 4. The unjuſt can never properly be touched 
with a ſenſe of other people's miſeries. 5 Thoſe who are ca- 
lumniated for their good works, have the Loxp Jesvs himſelf 
for their advocate. Every thing is acceptable to Gop, when 
charity gives it. Zeal and love for IxsUs CHRIST have com- 
mendable exceſſes. Yet, in common, feeding his members is 
more honour done to him, than external magnificenee. With- 
out diſcloſing the malice of Judas, he takes Mary's part. Some 
give favours, even while they are receiving them. h Curr 
enlarges on the piety of Mary's deed ; but not on the hypo- 
ing him. They who do as much as in them lies, do all that 

Soy requires. It is a chief worldly bleſſing, that we have the 
poor always with us, to exerciſe our charity upon. * Such 
profuſene 8 upon a dead body, is ſeldom, if at all, complained 
of by any. Love is quick in foreſight, and ſometimes has in- 
ſtincts peculiar to itſelf. Here is a wiſe and truly condeſcending 
anticipation, ! Thus was ſhe made rich, by her pious libera- 
lity. It is the delight of heaven to diſtinguiſh thoſe aQions, 
which the world, through a contrary ſpirit, blames. Good 
works, like this, embalm the whole Church. When. the ſpirit 
of contradiction paſſes away, thoſe will abide for ever. 


VVV 
Conxvr r leaven, in an eccleſiaſtical ſocicty, is peculiarly ta 


eriſy and avarice of the man who was on the point of betray- 
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gerous- Of how little value ſhould the world be to thoſe who 
ſhould be ever ready to part with it, for the ſake of Gon ? 
Wicked men ſometimes hide their paſſions, under the vail o 
religion and piety. 'They ever judge amiſs, who judge in paſ- 
fon, and without knowledge. There is an order in all pious 
and charitable exerciſes. Vice'is too frequently to be ſeen by 
the fide of virtue; like the thorn with the roſe. True charity 
will be rewarded for whatever it would have done. Gratitudez 
though nowhere expreſsly taught in the new teſtament, is of- 
ten praiſed, as here, comp. Ph. iv. 15, 18. Lu. vi. 33.— ii. 41, 
c. Ph. xix. Lu. vi. 35.—zvii 17, 18. In diſcerning times 
to give chearfully away, frugality differs from avarice, 8. C. 


\ SECT: 321, Contosir x is natural to man. The glo- 
ry of CHRIS r, and the benefit of Lazarus, were quite inſuffe- 
rable to envious malice, comp. Jo. ix. 34 One crime leads to 
another. The wickedneſs of the chief among the Jews was - 
at the higheſt pitch, and there was no more good to be ex- 
pected from them. pf Fd | | tne 
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decr. 322. Chriſt's triumphant entFy into Jeruſalem Mat! 
xxi, I, &c. M. xi. 1, &c. Lu. xix. 28, &c. Jo. Xii. 12, &c. 

a HE they who, upon the principle of Insus, can 

8 calmly go to meet death. How uniform is he, in 

his leſſons of prudence and equity? He knows what is done 2 


- 


at a diſtance, and eaſily over-rules the human will. 


| Seer, 323. Having CHnts T's authority, true diſciples. 
muſt. not regard the cenſures of men, and their ſuſpicions of 
loſs. Þ Nothing can reſiſt the inward power of Gop. When he 
commands, all arguing and diſputing ſhould be avoided. © 
Fo long as novelty laſts, one is eſteemed with the multitude: , 
Let even excellences, with ſuch; ſoon grow old; and when the 
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freſh gloſs is gone, paſſion cools. 


Sæcr. 324. How low, in this example, is the gl of the 
world laid ? Now he is joyfully received; and anon, they cry 
; | out, Crucify him, crucify = 7 What a modeſt grandeur ! 


= 


=; 


n 


minds, comp. Jo. xi 35. Tea 
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He comes full of gentleneſs, even to thoſe who were now con: 


triving his death. Let this cover the revengeful with ſhame, 


The kingdom of CHRIS r is a kingdom of mild love. 
Srcr. 325. Tut ſimple and ſincere are beſt difpoſed to 

true faith. Their fmall artleſs praiſe is ſure of divine acc 

tance Perſecuted truth expoſes the weakneſs of ſome profeſ- 


fed believers. > Who does not now, in heart, echo back theſe 


joyful ſounds ? Who would purchaſe the breath of popular ap- 
plauſe, at the expence of conſcience, or even eaſe? Ma 
CHR18T never be proclaimed, from wrong motives ! Hope eaſi- 
ee is deeply depreſſed afterwards by diſappointment. 

l 5 ſtrikes the imagination has greateſt effect upon the mul. 
titude. | | | 


SECT. 326. * PrIDE of wealth and knowledge together 


puffeth up. The more truth is reſiſted, the more it will flou- 


riſh in the end. Juſt praiſe is mdſt provoking to evil ſpirits, 
The devout profeſſions of plain meaning people ſhould be en- 
couraged. They who ſet their hearts upon advancing their 
own glory, labour to darken that of CHRIST Commendation 
from the candid ſerves to contradict calumny and detraction. 
Succeſs inflames jealouſy, and makes every virtue a new cauſe 
of offence. 


- SgcT. 327. GviLT and miſery are great objects of com- 
tems and muſt not be forgotten, even amongſt our own 
Higheſt praiſes. Such generous grief is moſt worthy of great 

12 charity is truly graceful, 
ſee Mat. xxin. 37. Voluntary inexcufable ignorance is pecu- 


| larly affecting, ſee Lu. xii. 48, 8&c.—xxii. 42. Behold the 


Son of God, weeping over periſhing finners! In their cala- 


mities, he forgets, ſo to ſpeak, himſelf. - That patriotiſm is ne- 
ver extinguiſhed, which is founded on principle. b Both pri- 


vate and public ſinners, in the end, do feal their own rum, 
ſee Dan. 1x. 27. Rom. xi. 22. Heb. iii. 15. They who are 
void of all thought and care, are. uſually nigheſt to their deſ- 
truftion. The long ſuffering of God deſpiſed, fills the cup 


ol iniquity to the brim. © Vengeance is delayed, and threat- 


enings made uſe of, to work upon the ingenuous. Mercy 
never ſtrikes, but with reluCtance. - 


GENER A L. 
© tt difficult to reſiſt a ſuperior, who prays, begs, and 


- 
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humbles himſelf ; who employs tears, rather than reproaches, 
to affect and perſuade. Images of ſorrow ſhould be dreſſed in 
their native ſimplicity z that is, with quickneſs. We muſt not 
abandon the work of goodneſs, when moſt oppoſed, 5. C. 


SECT. 328. Mat. xxiii. 37, &c. Lu. xiii. 34, &c. 


2 Tax affection of animals for their young is an obvious and 
edifying fight, 8. C. Gop's views with regard to men, are 
love. The moſt opprobrious uſage, and clear foreſight of what 
was to happen, could not exftinguiſh divine ſenſibility. They 
who are not moved by it, muſt be abſolutely deſtitute of right 
feelings. Behold and imitate. Tremble at the thought of. an 
unconquerable obſtinacy. Unbelieving Jeruſalem is an em- 
blem of every wicked perſon. * The juſtice of heaven doth 
frequently take away that which men endeavour to fecure, at 
the expence of their fidelity, Gentle medicines having prov- 
ed ineffectual, it was proper to make uſe of medicines more 
violent. Repentance may come too late, Divine love itſelf 
will not ſave men againſt their wills. 
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Ir Cnxis r be ſo tender of the obdurate, what muſt he be 
of his own? Nothing upon his part is wanting. The wicked, 
at laſt, ſhall give ſentence againſt themſelves. A foreſight of 
national miſery calls for the feelings of public ſpirit, and warm 
antercefſory devotion, 8. C. "I 


SECT. 329. Mat. xxi. 10, &c, M. xi. 11, & c. 


_ *TazrE may be trouble, without either envy, or infideli- 
ty. Between prejudices and the love of truth, the well mean- 
ing are ſometimes violently moved or torn. Faith and piety 
untried is forward to confeſs z yet often proves unſteadfaſt, to 


the increaſe of guilt. 


SECT. 330 and 331. Jeſus heals the blind and the lame in the 
Temple ; and is there celebrated by the Children ; Mat. xxi. 
12, Ke. . RD 315 5 


®* Works of mercy, as well as devotion, honour the houſe 
| He 3- of 


dre bY REFLECTIONS ON THE 
of Gon. d Succeſs, from — popular veneration, exaſperatey 


the envy of jealous ecclefiaſtics. Through thoſe things where. 
by men ought to repent, they are often made worſe, Pride 
of teaching ſhould be a terror to the beſt. Their bad paſſions 
do more evil to the church, than her declared enemies. 4 Chil. 
dren, though imperfect, are often very ingenuous; and now 
was the proper time, for ſhewing himſelf openly, comp. Jo. 
xi. 57. Mat. xxi. 45 —xxvi. 5. Yet theſe honours were not 
ſolicited, but forced upon him. The weakneſs of human in- 
ſtruments ſerves to upbraid the ungrateful filence of others. 
It is delight unſpeakable, to hear well educated children pro- 
nouneing the name of CyrIsT with reverence and love They 
ſnould learn this from the lips of their ſeniors; and parents a- 
bove every other. When the glory of Go p, and of truth, is 
concerned, we ought not to diſavow the public eſteem. They 
are leaſt to be ſuſpected, who are leaſt capable of affeQation 
VVV 


sor. 332. Feſus diſcourſes of his Glorification ; Mat. xa, 
/- Rea 175 Kc. M. Xi. 11, &c. Jo. X11. 20, &c. = 


' ® From a modeſt ſenſe of unworthineſs they would not, with- 
out leave, come nigh to him. This was a kind of prelude, or 
preparation to the univerſal calling of the Gentiles ; the glory 
of Meſſiah's kingdom. Every faithful miniſter will under- 
take the taſk with pleaſure, of inquiring after JIxsus with an 
affectionate concern. e ee eee 


—_ 


Sec 33. Tuar of Cuxisr was 2 new kind of glory, 
and ee ae new manner. A gradual combat- 
ing of prejudives-is-uſually the moſt ſucceſsful. 80 CnkRlsr, 


being exalted, would fill the earth with his divine doctrine, 
comp. Rev. v. 3. What is profitable to many, oughtgmoſt 
to be coveted, © The caſe of thoſe is truly deplorable, who 
love the world more than G The deathof CHRIST was an 
immortal ſeed. Love to him who died is ſufficient to over- 
come every danger and oppoſition. 4 hey gain much, upon 
the whole, who, through manifold tribulation and death, do 
enter into glory, comp. Mat. x. 31.—xvi 25. Lu; xiv. 16. 
Heb. xii. 22, &c 80 great an example ſhould ſtop the 
mouth of complaining, ſee M. viii: 34. Rev. xiv. 4 There 
all nothing be wanting to fill up his wiſhes and deſires, fee 
0. v. 44+ This may conſole, in like circumſtances, the 1 
. 8 28.84 me % „ 1 75 : 0 
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of his ſervants, ſee Jo. xi. 33. Mat. xxvi. 38 Lu. xzxii. 44. 
Words of apparent doubting do ſufficiently expreſs conſterna« - 
tion. Between the horrors of an ignominious doloxous death, 
and the clear appointment of Heaven, there may be, for ſome 
moments, a ſevere conteſt. How admirable is this love and 
ſteadfaſtneſs l How exemplary! We ought to have no intereſt 
ſeparate from that of the Father None can be happy, with 
out knowing how to blunt the edge of their ſorrows. In pro- 

ion as we advance in righteouſneſs, our fears will abate. 
t is greater wiſdom to be afraid of ſinning, than afraid of dy- 
ing. To the beſt, perfect evenneſs of mind is not always at 
command. Reaſon and a well governed faith muſt balance 
' theſe. * Thus did the reſurrection of Jzsvs, and the ſucceſs 
of his goſpel, to a great degree. True glory darkens not with 
length of time; but riſes, like a young tree, by inſenſible de- 
grees, to it's full ſtrength and proportion, | 


SecT. 334. HELLIisn falſehood being confuted, truth 
will come to light. The introducer of death ſhall be conquer- 
ed by his own work. Sin, once taken away, leaves the laſt 
enemy vanquiſhed. There is an affecting power in the croſs 
of CHRIST for ſubduing it. This is the place of our ſtrength. 
We are invited by other conſiderations, but we are drawn by 
this. Yet neither will CRRIsr's dying, or rifing again, draw 

without our conſent. © Withholding of means is a juſt judge- 
ment upon obſtinate ſinners. O Father of lights, do thou ſa- 
vingly regulate our temper and conduct] Pſal. xliii. 3.—xxitt. 
4. _ Lu. ix. 58. Heb. xii. 3. 2 Tim ji. 11, 12. When 
malice ſpeaks, ſuch an anſwer as is looked for, ſhould not be 

returned. Events unexpected, render ſucceſs glorious. 


SECT. 335. MINISTERIAL zeal ſhould increaſe with the 
hazards of their people, and the little time they have for ob- 
viating them, comp. M ix. 37. 1 The. iv. 8. 1 Sam. viii. 7. 
The ultimate object of faith is Gop, even the Father, ſee Jo. 
lit. 16, 18, 36 —ix, 35. An ambaſſador's whole authority de- 
pends upon him whom he repreſents, - > Wilful malice muſt 
meritably periſh. ' © A moſt ſolemn and awakening conſider- 
ation. d To provoke GoD, and make light of eternal happi- 
neſs, do fearfully aggravate guilt, Acts xvii. 31. He can ne- 
ver be honoured by thoſe who contemn his ambaſſador. Like 
3s the Father willeth that all men ſhould come to the know- 
ledge of the truth, and be ſaved, fo doth CnRISTr. To ſeek 
e 


wy 
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will of Gop externally declared, is a ſufficient ground of mo. 
ral obligation to all his creatures, comp. 1 Thel. iv. 3. How 


properly is CHrI1sT denominated the word of Gop ? 


- Sc. 336. Hanz the ſervant of the Log dealt prudent. 
1y, Iſa lii. 13. Anger is cruel, but who can ſtand before en- 


vy? Firſt ſerve plain truth, and the duties of office, then heark. 
en to cautious humility. Where there is no hope * 
i. 6. 


good to wilful perſons, give place, for a time, Mat. 
SrcT. 337- Ir men had no capacity to believe, there could 


be no blame. True faith may well be conſide red as a chief 


fruit of the divine energy, ſee Eph i. 19, &c. Col. ii. 12, 
Sincere friendſhip is never willing to incommode; yet there 
is no panegyric upon it here, So the goſpel throughout, is 
fimple, modeſt, and unaffected. > Gop is not obliged to a- 
dapt himſelf to wicked prejudices, and abuſed reaſon. Things, 
However intelligihle to the weak and upright, will be miſun- 


derſtood by pride of ſtation and literature, We ought to 
be very tender of aſcribing unto Gop any thing of a neceſſi. 


tating influence to impel men to fin, comp. Exod. ir. 12, 
viii. 15, 32. He permits people at laſt, to grow more and 
more prejudiced, comp, Lev, xiii 3. Ezek. xiii. 19, 22.—xiv, 


9.— xx. 25. Gen. xh. 13. Jer. i. 10. —iv. 20. Acts X. 16, 


They muſt abide reſtleſs and miſerable, who are not converted 
to true faith, © This, in a weak people, ſooneſt: obtains for- 
giveneſs. Unprofeſling faith is far from being perfect; though, 
to think well of Ixsus, is a good beginning of an evangelical 
mind. Fear and falſe ſhame may, in time, be overcome. He 


is a great man, who pays no regard to mere popular humours. 


Happy they who, inſtead of ſeeking out objeCtions, ſeriouſly 
conſider ofthe whole goſpel deſign | 0 | ; 


4 


ö 


c H A P. XXVII. 
SECT. 338. The Fig-tree is blafted ; Mat. xi. 18, &c. 
N M. xi. 12, &c. 5 < 


A F Curr, from want of human friendſhip, or abilities, 
did ſuffer hunger, why ſhould his members ſimilarly ſitu- 


' ated complain? > Malediction may alſo be looked for to = 
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barren words and deſires, Let not the producing ſeaſon be 
neglected It may be over in a moment. Fruitfulneſs ſhould 
be the very labour of our whole life. Sill greater and more 
vexatious is the diſappointment of ſeeing thoſe miſcarry, whom 
we are very deſirous to ſave, and have brought forward to ſome 
good hopes. Ungodlineſs, covered with a fair ſhew of good; 
is the fartheſt from grace of any. 'The removal of outward 
means, and of inward ſanctifying grace, are moſt awful jud 
ments, Hoſ. ix. 10. His action was not the reſult of diſap- 
pointment z but aroſe from his fixed attention to convey im- 
portant truths in the moſt lively manner, | 


Sect: 339. Jeſus cafts out the Sellers from the Temple 
Mat. xxi. 12, &c. M. xi. 16, &c. Lu. xix. 45, Kc. 

2 Pr.acts in which Gon is worſhipped, 2 to be pro- 
faned either by irreverence, or rendering unto him a hypocritical 
ſervice. What name do they deſerve who profane Gop's ſanc- 


tuary by ſcandalous diſcourſe, laſcivious looks, or enſnaring 


dreſs ? Every faithful 8 temple of Gon; and as ſuch, 
dught to be kept pure. king applauſe from apparentl 

ous and charitable works, is baſely to trade with them. 1 ul 

ſtruction ought ever to be joined with neceſſary diſcipline. 

Juſt indignation ſhould be ſupported by cloſe argument. No- 


- 


thing can be ſincere, and holy, where the love of money doth 


* 


Sxcr. 340. Ter who have moſt to loſe by purifying the 
temple, are always the moſt averſe to upright reformers. 
Some admire, love, embrace, and practiſe truth; while o- 
thers are eager to perſecute and ſuppreſs it. Spiritual leaders, 
guilty of this laſt, are not to be cured. © Happy common 
people, who reſt not implicitly upon popular guides! * When 


fear only hinders, 3 is already done in the heart. 'They . 
gr 


who ate ſtung, ' by ace and loſs, look carneſtly for ſome 
occaſion to revenge. | 


Sec. 341. The Apoſtles are exhorted to faith ; Mat. xxi. 
20, &E. M. xi. 19, &. 
Tn root of faith thus dried uh, 


; there is no-more hope of 
fruit, Be careful to cultivate R 


and water it 
. 
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by prayer. An example of a ſinner deſerted by grace ought 
yet more to amaze and terrify even the juſt. How few take, 
warning from barrenneſs ſuddenly cut down? From want of 
faith, 3 did miſerably dry up © Truſt in Gon ought 
neither to be wavering, nor preſumptuous There is a holy 
and faithful friendſhip between Gop and the ſaints; their wills 
and deſires are the ſame. * Belief is the ſource of prayer, and 
our ſucceſs alſo may be meaſured by it. We certainly receive 
from Gon, when we become fruitful of good works. Then, 
love in us prays z* and we cannot aſk any thing amiſs. 


Seer, 342 and 343. Jeſus is queſtioned by the Jews, by what 
authority he avted; M. xi. 27, &c. Lu xix: 47, &c. Mat: 
xxi. 23, &c. M. xi. 27, &c. Lu xx. 1, &c. . | 


2 Tar wicked are always ready to doubt, or diſbelieve the 


authority which condemns their maxims and evil manners. 


Chief paſtors interrupted by their inferiors, is peculiarly ver- 
atious, and yet ſhould be expected. None are more forward 
to demand from others a reaſon, than thoſe who think they 
may do every thing themſelyes, without control. * It is not 
againſt the laws of truth and ſimplicity, to expoſe thoſe, at 
times, who are infincere with regard to their appearances of 
defire after ſaving knowledge: The direct 5 in certain 
caſes, tends only to provoke. While the wicked lay ſnares 
for others, they thereby very often undo themſelves. 4 Plain 
ſimple dealing gives wonderful eaſe; when double dealing is 
loaded with miſerable diſquiets. Do what men will, heart- 
| conviction cannot hide itſelf from Gop; and it is all the wit. 
neſs he will make uſe of at laſt, againſt the enemies. of truth 
and innocence; This corroborates the ſignal atteſtations given 
by the Baptiſt to our Lord. A word in ſeaſon will diſcon- 
cert the crafty and malicious queriſt. Feigned ignorance is of- 
ten and juſtly puniſhed with what is real. It is loſt labour 
to diſpute with thoſe who ſtrive only to enſnare, and to take 
advantage of appearances. 5 With the meekneſs of wiſdom, 
and innocence of the dove, we ſhould join the fagacity of the 
at, hg HED) 


© | SecT. 344. Mat. xxi. 28, &c. | Mu. Xii. 1, Kc. 
2 Every human ſoul is a vine yard of Go, for e | 
„ app 
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bHappy they, who receive this gift of repentance They 
410 25 full of preſumption, promiſe all, and perform little 
br nothing. Humility, exactneſs, perſeverance, mark the 
true Chriſtian character. The firſt fervours of gs ny will | 
not fave a backſſider. Rejecting the calls of the goſpel, and 
abuſing the privileges which we enjoy; tends to harden; 
© EN E R A L | 
Men recover more eaſily from groſs and public diſorders} 
than from a falſe righteouſneſs, and ſecret pride. It will re- 
- quire extraordinary grace to convert a heart that has abuſed all 


ordinary graces; and eſpecially, when ſuch have found a way - 
io join the moſt holy things of religion with a fenſual life. 


 $xcr: 345. The rejeftion if the Jrive, and fle calling of tht 
| Gentiles, is foretdld ; Mat! xxi. 33, &g. M. xii. 1, &c. Lu. 
A. „ Tc 


Ir is very ſit, that he ſhould receive tlie product of his 
vineyard, to whom it belongs, and who is at all the charge 
ind expence of the workmanſhip. In moſt ages, truth and 
goodneſs, with their beſt miniſters, have eminently ſuffered. 
A moſt heinous offence! © How far from this ſpirit are the 
children of men? 4 Such as are not hereby affected, are weak in 
faith, and regard not their ſalvation. Fo enjoy the miſera- 
dle peace of ſin, what have not men done ? Ixsus is perſecut-' 
ed in his true doctrine or church. The more fome are pro- 
| voked to repentance, the more they are ſtirred ap to violence. 
A ſinful heart is capable of a degree of hardneſs, which is a- 
ſtoniſhing, and ought to be dreaded; * Thus admitting unde- 
fignedly the juſtice of Gor, who gave up the Jews to 1 
neſs, and received the Gentiles in their room. The more and 
greater mens gifts are, the more abominable is their ingrati- 
tude, The ſeaſon of fruitfulneſs laſts all our life; and then 
is loſt for ever to an impenitent tranſgreſſor. Malice invinci- 
ble is unworthy of pardon, and incapable of it. * And thus, in 
all ages, he who is infinitely wife and juſt; deprives of his fa- 
vour and the bleſſings of his covenant, thoſe who do not make 
right uſe of them. Some can meditate the moſt horrid acts, 
who cannot endure the thoughts of being puniſhed for them. 
Thoſe who ſhut their eyes againſt the truth are diſpleaſed 
vich che moſt wiſe and methods of addreſs.” This paſs 
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ſage contains in it, an abridgement of the whole goſpel of Je. 
zus Cnnis'r. They whoſe buſineſs it is to build the ſpiritual 
_ edifice, are ſometimes ſo unhappy as to reject the moſt lively 
and excellent ſtones ; but Gop will certainly take cat: to re- 
ſerve them for their proper place. It is the joy of the righte- 
ous to employ their minds with admiration on the divine qua- 
lities of the Son of Gop, and the wonders which he hath 
wrought. All the efforts of CnHRISr's enemies ſerved only for 
the eſtabliſhment of his deſigns, and for the confuſion of thoſe 
who oppoſed them. *The laſt ſtorm of vengeance will be the 
moſt dreadful of the whole. After the deſcent of the holy 
Ghoſt, with it's numerous effects, and deſtruction of Jeruſa- 
lem, mens opportunities for being converted became the great - 
eſt. ® None, fave he who can deſtroy both ſoul. and body, 
ought to be feared in compariſon. Hirelings and true paſtors 
may be known from this. - 'That murder is moſt horrible, 
which is cloaked with a colour of juſtice and holineſs. When 
the wiſeſt and kindeft admoniſhers are hated, it is a ſure ſymp- 
tom of impending ruin. e 5 re 


GENERAL * 


Cx TAN tranſgreſſors ſtill would deſtroy both Cynrer and 
his goſpel, if they had power. Malicious ſelfiſhneſs is not to 
be conquered by clemency itſelf. To fin is, to renew CHRISTG 
death, as much as we can; fince it was by ſin only, that he 
died, If incrednlity was ſo fatal to the Jews, how terrible will 
be his vengeance againſt the incredulous ſince ? It is N. 
good, to know when truths are directed to us but a ſign 
Mo anne, to be provoked thereby, comp. Acts xxviii. 25. 
ens corruptions ſtill hide from them very important ſcrip- 
ture diſcoyeries. Happy they, who ſuffer patiently with CxzsT, 
that they may have a ſhare in his exaltation and glory | It is 
difficult for ſome devotees to acknowledge themſelves in the 
wrong; and with ſuch unſociable people, it is impoſſible to 
hive cordially. | * ; e | 


| 2 | 7 1 Sxcr. 346. Mat. xxii. 1, &c- 
War may we not expect from a free yoyal alliance; # 
tender, divine, fruitful union? Eph. ii. 12. ® No man is for- 
| ced, or neceſſitated to believe the goſpel, and obey it. © The 

| Patience of the ALMIGHTY is not ſoon exhauſted. In di- 


wo 
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vine grace by JesUs Cunts r is to be found every thing that 
can make a pure, perfect, and incomprehenſible felicity. A 
ſoft, idle, and voluptuous living, is very adverſe to ſalvation; 
and is miniſtered to by great affluence. The ſame way intenſe 
purſuit of worldly buſineſs. * Sooner or later, Gop takes ven- 
geance on the contemners of his word and ordinances, Out- 
rage and violence are rather made worſe by an impartial de- 
claration of the truth. Grace, neglected and oppoſed, will 
remove at laſt, Prov. i. 24, &c. They who loath and naus' 
ſeate delicious ſcripture fare, are quite without excuſe. It 
is the general cuſtom of the Eaſt, not to carry away any part 
of the proviſion of an entertainment, but to call in the poor to 
cat it up n The wedding garment is a holy life, proceeding 
from true faith, ſee Rom. xiii. 12, &c. Eph. iv. 22, & Col. 
4ii. 8, 12, Ke. Eph. iv. 1. 2 Pet. i. 10. He who graciouſly 
promiſes to work in us by his Spirit, may juſtly puniſh our ne- 
glect of ſo great a favour, ſee Rev, xix, 8. Lu i 6. Rom. ii, 
256, &e, compared. This muſt be ſomething not common to 
the good and bad; that is, not baptiſm, nor the euchariſt, nor 
faith, nor prophecy, nor miracles, but charity; out of a 
conſcience ; ſo Auguſtin, Origen, and St. Cyril, ſee Gal. iii. 
27. By faith we come to the wedding-feaſt ; and by charity 
and good works, the life of faith, we approve ourſelves to be 
worthy gueſts. No more room for hope itſef. All is pain, 
grief, rage, fury, and deſpair. Fearful beyond every ive 
that can be thought of! » Such 7 vengeance of Hea- 
ven upon the unbelieving Jews, and the admiſſion of the Gen- 
tiles in their room, do inconteſtibly prove the truth of the 
goſpel, and certainty of the promiſes which it contains, ? What 
2 diſmal change this, from the honour, deliciouſneſs, and light 
of the goſpel-feaſt l ſee Mat. viii. 12. We muſt become meet 
for heaven, who cannot deſerve it, Col. i. 12. comp. Rom. ii. 
$. Lu. xiii. 26. The law of nature calls to every one. The 
written law ſtill more clearly and forcibly. Let few, even of 
thoſe who profeſs, live by Rich. The choice ones are not 
known, till the ſeparation is made. Let us ſtrive to be of the 
ſmall number, ſee Mat. xvi. 24. 4 
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| TRR worldly minded, and great pretenders to devoti on, ol. 5 
ten combine together againſt the truth, by making uſe of an- . 


mn prope ins 
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e HA. XXXIX; 


ribute to be paid to Caſar ; Mat. xxii. 1 55 Ke. 
M. zii. 13, &c. Lu. xx, 20, &c. | | 


* He great is the miſchief of envy-and ambition! Join- 


ing fraud unto malice is peculiarly ungracious, like pri- 
pily poiſoning, inſtead of open war. Whence the pious ought 


5 jo be ſo much the more upon their guard. b Refined diffimu- 


tion makes uſe of truth herſelf to deceive. * Yet does Ius 
ſhine, by being thus oppoſed. How many have been blown 
in their reputation and intereſt by a random word? The 
praiſes of the world are full of ſnares. Fidelity baniſhes all 
fear of man, and agrees well with ſober, ſenſible prudence, 
f A common artifice of men is, to ſet the ſpiritual and the tem- 
poral powers at variance, if poſſible. Likewiſe to make thoſe 
odious, whom they intend to ruin. An elevated mind is dif- | 
covered by not being the bubble, either of flattery or fac- 
bi . *Hypocrites may, and bought to be expoſed, in order to 
nder their calumnies ineffectual. To avoid the ſnares of 
meh, without wounding truth and juſtice, argues certain hea- 
venly wiſdom. = Whilſt the civil magiſtrate keeps within hig 
pwn ſphere, he is certainly to be obeyed, and not otherwiſe, 


Acts iv. 19. They who aſk even for truth, out of an evil de- 


gn, deferve not to be taught. CHRIS came not for the pur- 


poſe of teaching every thing. Some from natural integrity 


*cannot forbear to admire, even when they are averſe to love, 


Jesps at once filences, reproves and inſtrutts. 
5 „ 8 Pe 2 » . » ; 5 ng 1 
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* 


thority. | Of ſuch there is nothing to be got by reaſon. Praiſe, 


-when the intention is not good, is flattery. CnnIsr was not 
to be taken in by it. It often coſts more to do an injury, than 
u kindneſs Curſed is that maſk of piety, which is made uſe 


of to obſtruct truth and piety itſelf, comp. Jo. ii. 24, 25. There 


| | no law better than true religion to eſtabliſh the rights of na- 


ions and . comp. Rom. xiii. 1, &c. It is eaſy to re- 
dience to kings, who obey Gop. Even the 
ann * E I 4 7 25 ſnares 


ſnares of hypocrites are often made inſtrumental in promot- 
ing the cauſe of truth. Evangelical ſimplicity may have a caſt 
of honeſt art in it. Some adverſaries. delight in teazing, more 
than confuting. Fair dealing has no recourſe to little ſubtere 
fuges. t 5 | 


Sec r. 348. The Reſurrection, or Future State, proved againſt 
the Sadducees ; Mat. xxii. 23, &c. M. xii. 18, &c. Lu. Xx. 


ERROR and vice never leave thoſe to reſt, who. boldly at- 
tack them; which requires perpetual watchfulneſs and prepa- 
ration either to fight, or avoid fnares. ® It is God who gives 
fruitfulneſs, Pſal. exxvii. 3, &c. © Jx$vs taught the certai 

of another world, in very plain terms; and they hoped, by this 
queſtion, to put him wholly out of countenance. Curious 
queſtions often produce libertiniſm. Chriſtians. are diſciples / 
of divine revelation. How unworthy are the thoughts of car- 
nal men, concerning the life of heaven? An unbelieving turn 
often gives an edge to ridicule. Fanciful ideas are not fit to 
Sear pe qualizon: e 
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Max of pleaſure level themſelves with the beaſts that periſh. 
Another world is what doth moſt diſturb and perplex the guil- 
ty; and is, therefore, what they keenly attack on every fide. 
Cavils render inquiry uſeleſs. Doubtful conceits, or. oven 
texts, ought never to be oppoſed to ſuch as are expreſs. . 


SECT. 349- * In the ſcriptures alone, the doctrine of reli- 
gion is ſurely taught. Let no man add to them, or take any 
thing from them, Jo. v. 39. St. Athanaſius, - There is one 

| Gop of both teſtaments, who, in the old, foretold CHRIS 

as manifeſted in the new. It becomes us to be exceeding mo- 
deſt in our conjectures about futurity, ſee Col. ii. 18. Bold in- 
fidel wits, inſtead of concluding from a view of the wonders - 
they enjoy, that Gon can undoubtedly confer far yes hap+ 
pineſs after this life; judge that this world is laſt poſe 
idle effort of his wiſdom and ability. Blefſed Gop, clothe me 
with humility, that I may be- wiſe according to what 1s writ- 
Fo! See Geben ; :?: dl 
e ox 
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Courakxy with our ſacred books, all others ſhould be held 
in a ſecond rank at moſt, The world would be a perfect un. 
folvible riddle, without religion. Let infidels fay, what is 
the uſe of that immenſe heaven, with it's hoſts + wherefore 
the beſt ſuffer ſo many miſeries; whence the growing deſires 
that agitate us; and whoſe impetuoſity we cannot calm, 
k Chriſtianity is oppoſed from ignorance of Gon's word, owing 
ſolely to want of due application. Meaſure not the eternal and 
infinite Gon by a ſhort human line. To deſire heaven, as a 
mere condition of eaſe, is not inconſiſtent with a carnal heart, 
I the ſaints in glory will not be any more ſubject to the want 
of fleſh and blood, this conſideration ſhould induce us to be- 
come ſpiritual here, and to live in great purity, How ſublime 
an idea is this of our Lon D] comp. Pſal. xlix. 12. Let us 
not only eſteem ſo glorious a hope, but, with the greateſt in- 
tenſeneſs of ſoul, purſue and inſure it. Empty contemplations 
keep the mind from reſting on ſolid knowledge. Heaven is an 
improved ſocial ſtate, and is connected with the conduR and 
experience of men in their prior ſcenes of exiſtence, comp. 
Rev. vii. 16, 17. Ph. iii. 21. 2 Cor. v. 1, &c. No ſpiritual 
faculties can be loſt there. Memory ſhall recover all paſt ad- 
rantages from Providence, friendſhip, &c. The benevolent 


.  S$xcT. 350. * NoTHING is more certain than that thoſe who 
have been acceptable to Gop in their lifetime, as the Patri- 
archs, are not annihilated by their departure from hence, Gop 
is a Gon to all, whom he bountifully and magnificently re · 
wards. Such, therefore, muſt be preſent with him, even in 
his fight. The foul is the true and popes man, let the me- 
thod of externally clothing that ſoul be what it will, ſee Lu. 
xx. 38. If Gop be juſt and true, the good muſt be immortal, 
fee 1 Cor. xv. 19. © Among a great number of enemies to the 
truth, there are always ſome found who receive and profit! 
* Infidelity is permitted, to inſtru and edify others. Trials 
and herches do in like manner ſerve to illuſtrate true virtue. 
Such a concurrence of caſes could not be foreſeen and prepared 
for; and was therefore a clear proof of high perfection. 
Here is ſound reaſoning, oppoſed to ſophiſtry, comp. Jo vi. 
46,-—viti. 46. M. xii 32, for ſimilar teſtimonies. ns 
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Tuoven the wicked have ſometimes a larger ſhare of the 
- yood things of life, than many of the pious; Jets the ſupreme 
work nowhere ſtyled their Gop. One truth eſtabliſhed, and 
. well rooted in the heart, produces in it a deſire of knowing o- 
thers. There is nothing ſo encouraging, as the belief of a fu- 
ture ſtate, or ſo conſolatory. Gop brings good out of evil 
light from darkneſs; and truth from falſe gloſſes. The ho- 
nour of having an immortal ſoul is the greateſt poſſible z and 
ſhould be believed from our earlieſt years. To contend with able 
men, in the arts of ſophiſtry, knowledge, method, and preci- 
fion, are neceflary. | | 


dec r. 351. Which is the greateſt Commandment ; Mat. xxil. 
345 Kc. M. xii. 28, &c. Lu. xvi. 20, &c. 77 


Tuer who boaſt of their profeſſion are often greatly de- 
ſective in obedience, and even in ſolid learning. We muſt 
follow from the heart, what we perceive to be beſt. The 
ſucceſs of truth and virtue is that which ftirs up and cherifhes 
envy! © The unity of Gon is the foundation of all true love; 
that is, of all religion. 4 The heart ought to be fincerely, whol- 
ly, and conſtantly devoted to Gop. Previous to this, men 
muſt be deeply impreſſed with juſt ſentiments of his perfeQtions, 
48 both tranfcendently amiable, and beneficial. True love to 
Gop reſts in him, 768 pleaſure in his will, and refers all to 
his glory. To love him, is to gain him; to make him our ſu- 
preme good. Such love is as old as the creation, and en- 

graven in our very nature. lt is alſo founded in the moſt ob- 
vious juſtice, and is of great power to make men holy. It is 

neceſſary, and of eternal duration. This is not only a con- 
ſequetice, but is exerciſed for his ſake, and after his example. 
Our own particular intereſt is only fo far to be ſought, as to 
de ſubſervient to, or conſiſtent with the good of the whole; 
and ſhould make thoſe allowances for others, we expect, or 
ſhould make for ourſelves. The moſt important queſtions 
ſhould be agitated without affectation, obſtinacy, or pride. An 
anſwer, moſt joyful ! comp. Heb. v. 12. The obſervation of 
any one precept, however excellent, will not excuſe the tranſa 
greſſion of others. Duties of the firſt table ſhould not be mag<- 
tified to the neglect of thoſe of the ſecond. Charity is the 
end of the commandment, * Candour captivates every liberal 


. 
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mind. Yet merely to. be convinced of duties is not enough. 
Soy muſt reign over the ſoul by obedience. lhe? 
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Px is the nobleft act of the human mind; and the chief 
ingredients of piety are, love, delight, deſire of pleaſing, fear 
of giving offence, ſenſible joy in the thoughts of being beloved 
in return. Hence ptayer and praiſe become inſepatable duties, 
_ Pf. Ixiii. 8. No idol whatever muſt partake of the love and 
worſhip which is due to him: The more ſublime 'our ſouls 
are, the more they ought to remount to their eternal element or 
ſource. Charityisthe patural and genuine ſiſter of piety; Bothare 


injoined by the ſame authority, and produced by the influence 


of the ſame ſpirit. They conſiſt of like motions and dilpoſi- 
tions of the ſoul. They have the ſame happy tendency to af: 
' fimilate the man to Gop, by being good and doing good, ſo as 
to be happy like him in both. They have both like power on 
the minds of the beholders, to excite eſteem and love. Gop 
is the firſt link of that chain which reacheth to eternity. With- 
out him, every thing is diſſolved and overthrown! The moſt | 
fimple and ignorant may apprehend this compendious Bible 
ſyſtem of pious and moral duties; nor will ever the moſt learn - 
. ed be able to outhye it, or even the moſt godly,” Gon him- 
ſelf, with reverenec be it ſpoken, cannot make a ſonl happy 
that hates him. LoxpD, * 1 can be more eaſy, what more 
pleaſant, than to love that which is infinitely lovely! What- 
. ever is lovely in the creature, is nothing elſe than a reflection 
from the uncreated goodneſs, comp. 1 Jo. v. 1. Ariſe, O my 
ſoul, and ſpring up by theſe, to the origin of all beauty and be- 
ing! O my Goy, knit me to thyſelf, with the bands of an en- 
tire and holy affection ] Enlarge and fill my foul with truly no- 
ble thoughts! Religion has different denominations, and dif- 
ferent actions and circumſtances z, but ſtill it is one thing, 
viz. univetfal righteouſneſs. TR R 


Sxcr. 352. * Ricuns, arms and ſecular conqueſts, were 
none of the Meſſiah's ends in coming. > A gradual and high- 
ly proper opening to the truth. Wherever there is a mind 
maſter of itſelf, ſuperior to the love of worldly objects, above 
the dread of ſuffering, ſtrong in faith, and agar Pun chari- 
ty, there is the kingdom of Gop internally.. This kingdom 

& often nit ed among kamble deſpiſed Chriſtians, 
* " x Th e's TY 96 5 
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b Great is tr 
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: Seer. 363. Hi titles and forms cannot always reſiſt 
the force of clear and ſtrong argument. True ſaving wiſdom 


ſtandeth not in the multitude of ſciences, but in pureneſs of 


ſpirit. A wiſe man, armed with reſolution, will never be 
baffled, either by impertinence, or vice. The great and fingu< 
lar aſſemblage of virtues in our Loxp's character was ever 
guided by conſummate prudence z which preſided over his 
conduct, and gave a peculiar aptneſs to his words and actions. 
= and muſt triumph at laſt. We are not to 
judge of it, by what thoſe who defend it may ſuffer. Oppo- 
fition ſerves to conform willing minds to their maſter. Baits 
and ſnares very often rebound. upon people's own heads. E- 
minence ſettles reputation, by common conſent. Great depth 
of capacity is reſpected out of fear. All depends upon know- 
ing the proper moment, and the characters of thoſe with whom 
we have to do. To detect falſehood: is one way to eſtabliſh - 


truth; and no pains ſhould be ſpared in it. 


Seer. 354. How Chriſt is the Son of David ; Mat. Ali. 41g 
&c. M. xii. 35 &c. Lu. XX. At &c. 


Wx muſt not ceaſe to inſtruft thoſe who have moſt cauſe< 
leſsly refiſted and injured us. * In this life, great numbe 

ſhall be ſubjected to him; and they who obey not willingly, 
ſhall be reduced to puniſhment, ſee Mat. xxv. 31, &c. Jo. v. 
29. In the dignity and glory of Carisr, his friends have juſt 


cauſe to rejoice, comp. 1 Cor. xv. 25, 54. The ancient pro- 


phecies furniſh the church of CHRIST with good weapons a- 
gainſt the Jews inall ages. What js here proved, exhibits ajuſt 
yiew of eyery thing that is fundamental in Chriſtianity, Now 
is the time, or it may be never, to chuſe whether as rebels we 
will be ſubdued and ſubjected to his juſtice; or, as faithful 
members, be obedient to our head.” © A judgement blinded 
by perverſe and corrupt affections, did ſtill prevent belief. 


Sect, 35 6. De Seribes and Phariſees are to be heard, but 
not imitated ; Mat. xxiii. 1, &c. M. Tii. 38, &c, Lu. xx/ 
45, &c. Jo. x11, 1, &c. f 1 a 


\ Tas reliſh of Gov's word is much greater in thoſe who 
abound in ſimplicity and faith, than in thoſe who have a large 


ſhare of wit and learning, ae das us to love trut 5, | 


* 


| polite to 


| cence and malice. Truth is peculiarly offen 
| hypocrites, ſee Prov. xii. 19. 
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if we would rejoice in ſeeing it triumph. There are no fuck 
deadly foes to true godlineſs, as they who counterfeit it; who 
beguile the unwary, and ſtrengthen infidels. Ambition inclines 
to tyranny, and covetouſnefs is infatiable Zeal is very impro- 
perly ſpent upon the mere externals of religion. *The au- 

ity. of Gop in his word is till more viſible, than the bad ex- 


ample which is to be avoided. Reject what wicked miniſters 


corrupt; but. not the valuable truth along with it, for their 
ſakes. CurIsT would not have lawful authority and uſeful- 


neſs marred. They are much to be condemned, who expoſe 


the ſimple to temptation. - All good teachers will endeavour 
to {eeure credit to their doctrine, by virtuous living. 4 Gen- 
tleneſs, diſcretion, and a good example, are eſſential requiſite 
in a good paſtor. Indiſcreet ignorance never fails to be im- 


poſing. That muſt not be eſteemed a heavy burden, which is 


only grievous to corrupted nature. The moſt rigid towards 


others are often very ſparing of their own faults. An air of 
ſeverity is one way to popular fame, both for learning and ho- 
lineſs. The danger of vicious examples fhould be laid before 


mankind in the moſt alarming ſhape. 


SECT. 356. a Hreockisy is an artificial Tying, moſt op- 
the divine nature. No kind of teachers, or direQors 
of conſcience, ought any one ſo much to be afraid of. We 


ſhould always endeavour to be what we would wiſh to be 


taken for, ſee Gal. vi. 4. Inſolence of office loves to ſtrut in 


the pride of employment, or dreſs. > They who labour only 
for this, have nothing to look for but the puniſhment of their 


ride, © Whatever people diſſemble, is of ſhort duration. 
he day of Gop moſt certainly will make manifeſt both inno- 
to painted 


GENERAL 


Tux conſciouſneſs of metit takes away much reſtleſsneſs and 
ſolicitude to obtain applauſe, S. C. Youth ſhould be drawn 
off betimes from admiring trivial diſtinctions. Great minds 
have little time and heatt for minute employments. In dreſs, 
religion only recommends modeſty, and condemns ſingularity. 


Scr. 257. ,* ALL that the law did ſignify was, that they 


ſhould have a conſtant regard to, and remembrance of it. 


Pride is full of artifice and defign j which, muſt not, . 


bs > 
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be gently treated. The mind is beſt ſeen in real life. Men 


of deſign in Sher: e matters, thirſt after pre-eminence, to 
we 


draw eſteem and wealth from the ſimple. Nothing but truth 
can give a genuine reputation; or turn to account at laſt. 
Truths of importance ſhould be always propoſed plainly. Great 
dignity 18 above fear, Lu xii. 4. A near view of death makes 
the mind uncommonly ſerious and affectionate. Perhaps 


is due only to dignity and rank, is no blame; yet ought it ne- 
ver to be delighted in. People will never receive truth, till 
corrupt teachers are diſgraced. © Much pity is due to titſe 
who have not huſbands. to defend them. Lo rob, under pre- 
tence of patronage and ſanctity, is dreadful. Prayers to 


eloak vice muſt return in curſes. Some meaſure holineſs, on- 


ly by the length of them, and fo deceive the ſimple. © Future. 
puniſhments will be proportioned, as with weight and mea- 
ſure. 8 FE 3 25 | 
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$INGULARITTin dreſs isever ſuſpicious. The more perfection, 


the leſs affected. That which makes the folly of the mob ad- 
mire, undeceives the wiſe. One cheat ſtands in need of a 


great many others to ſupport it. The moſt formal have uſu- e 


ally the loweſt judgements. 


Sx. 358. Tus wiſeſt and beſt muſt teach only what 
Gop, by his word, and more eſpecially by his ſon, declares to 
be true, 1 Cor i 10, &c. Chriſtians are but as one family, 


\\\ 


whereof CyrIsT is the head. All are children of Gop, who + 


are begotten to a new life by his word and ſpirit, Jam. i. 18. 
Jo i. 12, 13. Among ſuch, gentleneſs and duty ſhould be 
the only ſtrife. Simple and flattering people act as if they 
were more bound to men than Gov. No part of our happi- 
neſs ſhould be placed in precedence. © They who form mens 
minds by erudition, are, under proper limitations, to be conſider- 


el as ſpiritual parents, ſee Jo. vi. 45. 1 Th. iv. g. 1 Cor. iv. 15. 4 Fa- 


ther is an endearing relation, and comprehends power, autho- 
rity, with love. He is, under the ſupreme Father, the foun- 
tain of inſpiration. Truth is beſt taught, by cauſing people 
to love it, ſee Mat. xx. 26. 1 Cor iii. 5, 21. Pride is ſure to 
be puniſhed. Modeſtly prepare for the higheſt preferments ; 
t be not anxiouſly ambitious. Such a repetition ſhews, that 
wen miniſters of religion _ be apt to forget, comp. Mat. 
N 2p ; 4% 8 xviii. 


the very belt are not inſenſible to vain-glory. To take what 


! 


— 


4 2 
I * 
"BE 
q . 
—- 


yas REFLECTIONS ON THE 
| 2808 


wein. 4,—xx. 26, 27 —xxili, 10, uu. u. in. 35. —f. 45, 44 


« 


Lu. xiv. 11,—xviti. 14/—xxii. 26. Jo. xiii. 14. 
T5 NB KAT 


_ Goy!s ſure and plain word is an inheritance common to a 
the brethren. What is taught in charity and meekneſs ought 

to be heard in concord and unity. The very wiſeſt and beſt 
of men are but CnRIS 's ſervants. Flatter not the rich; nei. 
ther affect to be ſeen in the preſence of great men. They who 
would dictate to others, ate the trueſt authors of ſchiſm; a 
alſo, all who hang peace and union upon unneceflary and im- 
practicable terms Humility preſerves the graces in men, and 
charity makes them ſubſervient to the good of others. All ad- 
rancement is dangerous, becauſe condeſcenſion is rare, comp. 


CY 


Jo. V, 44. — R 


F 


SECT. 359. Oftentation and boaſting in good works ought to 
be avoided; M. Xii. 41, &c. Lu. xxi. 1, & 
_ 2 Even now Goy judges of people's alms; but not as men 
do. What is human neglect or reſpect, in compariſon of be- 
ing approved by CnRIsT F? There is little doubt, that the 
prieſts, in particular, would reckon every contributor holy, in 
proportion to the greatneſs of their different ſums. © Thoſe 
; who are in church office, above every other, ought to know the 
value of good works, and how to judge of them. 4 Men are 
only eſteemed by Gon, according to their ſincerity and fervour, 
or quality, comp. Rom. xvi. 22. Mutual, though ſmall, kind 
offices multiplied, are the bands of ſociety. and ge 
Many a poor perſon's mite will condemn the parſimony of 
rich, at laſt. What a happineſs is it to the pious and benevo- 
lent ? Devout and charitable purpoſes ever ſtretch beyond the 
limits of actions. Love is better than beneficence, 1 Cor. 
Xiit. 3. This, in the eye of Gop, is ſurpaſſing rich liberality. 
Covetouſneſs is a baſe, ſhocking, unprofitable idolatry. With 
her two mites, ſhe gave up herſelf to the ALmicnry, comp. 
Heb.. xiii. 8. 2 Cor. viii. 12. Even to give ſparingly is un- 
charitableneſs. The proportions of charity are nowhere de- 
fined ; nor is it any argument of a charitable mind, to be curi- 
ous in this inquiry. Give what can be ſpared, and ſpare what 
36 more thaw enough * 72 Se) ee nn ne oro 
TEE +3 11 SECT: 
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. SECT. 360. Lu. xviii. 9, &c, 
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2 PAR TTAL Try in our own caſe magnifies, and in the caſe of 
#thers, leſſens merit It is ſafeſt by far, to think leſs of our- 
ſelves than may be real. The diſorders of pride, envy, and 
diſdain, ſuffer: not a ſoul to be eaſy, even in divine worſhip. 
Inſenſibility of our own failings, and cenſorious contempt of o- 
thers, go together, Prov. xxx. 12. Lu. xvi. 15. 2 Cor. x. 12. 
Gal. vi. 3. Rev. iii. 17. 1 Cor. iv. 4. Ph. iii. 12. Job ix. 10, &c. 
Malice is the ordinary vice of thoſe who live in the mode of reli- 
gion, without the ſpirit of it True humility affects both thought 
and behaviour. Spiritual pride, of all other diſeaſes of the 
ſoul, is the moſt dangerous, the moſt hopeleſs, 8. C * The 
Phariſee forgets his deſign in coming. Great and crying fins 
are not the only hinderances of man's ſalvation. © He loſes 
fight of divine operation, who boaſts. Some people are ſo 
wretchedly deluded, as even to ſanctify their wickedneſs, by 
a pretence of zeal. In ceremonials, the end is every thing, 
comp. Mat. ix. 13.—xii. 7.—xxiii. 23, &c. Pride may be 
nouriſhed by the very words in which we expreſs our faith, 
© The pious formaliſt is an abſolute ſtranger to vital religion. 
In trifles, it is eaſy to abound, and become vain, Prov: xiv. 14. 
- THe ſpeaks enough before Gon, who in his heart doth bitter- 
ly confeſs, Delicacy of moral ſentiment; with an elevated idea 
of perfection, will heighten the miſery of one who juſtly ac- 
— 5 himſelf. Minds ſtrongly agitated, deal not in refined - 
and artificial expreſſion. As all need divine mercy, all ought, 
with ſimilar humility, to Teck after it. h Modeſty, on many ac- 
counts, -ought to accompany even ſelf-vindication, comp. Mat. 
Xii. 12. Lu. 14. 11. 2 — can one poor creature ſay, that 
the ſigns of repentance in another are not ſincere? All mens 
conſciences are not of one ſize: and only an omniſcient Gon 
can take an exaQ meaſure of them. The lowlineſs of men 
makes the mercy of Gop to thine forth with more luſtre. No- 
ing is more excellent, more honourable, or able to bear the 
negle and the deſpiſings of others with eaſineſs and tem- 
per. No ſoul ought to be deſpicable, in the eyes of religion 
and humanity. 4 at Bk, | * 


n ee Y e A | 
Tax ſelf-righteous, as well as the openly wicked, are great | 


fcourges to the godly. There is no greater monſter in church 
or ſtate, Even in our beſt actions, there are many occaſions 


Ty 
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to be humble and lament. Things uncommanded may be 
duone, if not impoſed by us upon others; though there is 


great danger to religion, by ſuch fort of goodneſs. The 
who confide in their A righteouſneſs, be they Saks, 
or devotces, need to be taught again the firſt principles of 


_ the oracles of Gon. Prayers from the proud are like inſults 


and affronts offered to heaven. 'The ſpirit of is uni- 
verſal e eee good relations, friends, and good 
Citizens. 220 a ſpirit of ue ion, 3 ſets itſell 

inſt iring, aſſuming character, 8. C. No vice is 
3 n with the Chriſtian temper, than pride, 8. C, 
comp. Rom iii. 27. True piety is never joined with ill na- 
ture, and ungoverned paſſions. We need only to be made ac- 


\ guainted with ourſelves, to have a low opinion of ourſelves. 


Sar. 361, Lu, xvii. 75 &c. 


2  Qun ſervice is not done, nor our reward to be looked for, 
till our whole courſe is finiſhed. d Affection and chearfulneſs 


in ſervice is every thing, 2 Cor. viii. 12. © Gov's right to 
command as our Creator, is much more clear than that of any 
maſter. From God alone we derive our ability, Ph. ii. 13, 
Nom. vi. 23. Job xxxv. 7. The rewards of heaven are ink. 
nitely ſuperior to any thing we can either do, or ſuffer, Rom. 
viii. 18. Extraordinary meaſures of charitable zeal lay a clear 
foundation for humble filial confidence, Ph. iii, 3. riſtians 
Mould work, not as mere hired ſervants, or flaves, but as lov- 
ing children, comp. Rom. iv. 4.—viii. 15. Humility will pre- 
ſerve che jewel of faith perfect. Our Lorp's time is beſt, and 


. 


Sgr. 362. Lu. xxi. 3), &c. 


"46M Srxious ſtudies and exerciſes ſhould be very intenſe and 


frequent, when we know ourſelves to be ſimilarly ſituated, or 
even apprehend it. Every man's death is to him the end of 
the world. Devotion and labour were CRHRIST's conſtant a- 
greeable interchange. ' > We ſhould loſe as few opportunities 
of receiving inſtruction, as may be. 


. 


>» 


CHAP. 
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en n Ie 


gecr. 363. The Deßrugion of Jeruſalem foretold; Mat. xxiv. 
| 1, &c. M. xiii. 1, &c. Lu. xxi. I, &c. | 


* \HRIST knew how to improve every eve d hint to 
| the advantage of religion. A talent t uſe. 
This effect of divine juſtice will one day prove the mean of 
opening Jewiſh eyes upon the abolition of their ſacrifices, to 
make way for the goſpel. Cities deſtroyed among the Ro- 
mans were ploughed over, to ſignify that the eee ever af- 
ter, was to be employed in agriculture, ſee Hor. B. 1. Ode 16. 


SreT. 364. Honan curiofity is commendable, when, as 
here, the eſtabliſhment of faith and good practice are the 
23 of it. This firſt coming of Curr, after his re- 

rrection, was to put an end to the reign of the law, and to 
form his church. When he comes again, it will be to con- 
ſummate that church. We ſhould be more folicitous to pre- 
pare for the end of our life, than to know the end of the 
world. * Falſe Chriſts were to be the temptation of that age. 
Every other has it's deceivers, 2 Jo. 7, who are molt to be 
dreaded, To be delivered up to erroneous teachers, is a juſt 
puniſhment for rejecting the true: a danger which requires 
the people to ik pray and examine. Diſorders and con- 
fuſions cauſe many to hearken the more readily to wicked im- 
poſtors. That perſon is moſt to be envied, who, amidſt the 
tempeſtuous troubles of this world, lives in a profound calm, 
as a citizen of another, and raiſed above the preſent. Judge- 
ments ate inflited by GoÞ to puniſh'the wicked, and to try 
the good. Whatever happens, he will be faithful to his pro- 
miſes, and accompliſh his own work. How vain is it to truſt 
in'external privileges? _ | $5 


Sxcr. 365. * Was, it like an impoſtor, to deal thus fair 

and openly with his diſciples, rather than feed them with 
lattering hopes and promiſes ? How fincere and conſtunt alſo 
was the courage of thoſe primitive Chriſtians? Public and ge- 
neral hatred for religious principles is a great temptation to 
ſhrink, To be beloved of Gop, ſufficiently balances = | 


7 
N ; 


$7? 


N ü . 


Religion is nothing, without that love whith is ſo often made 
the victim of it. TS 


Sxcr. 366. * Tuxx do well, who reſign themſelves to Gop's 
Spirit, avoiding equally preſumption, timidity, and ignorance, 
It is Gop that ſpeaks in the martyrs and confeſſors, Jam. 3; 
17. Faith, in place of this, gives tis as many fathers, chil. 
dren, brethren and fiſters, as there are Chriſtians. Infidelity 
changes even thoſe whom nature has given into enemies, be- 
trayers and executioners; but GoD is all in all. Here is the 
illuſtrious triumph of grace. None are miore cruel · againſt 
the true religion than apoſtates, tu free themſelves from being 
ſuſpected, and as a judicial puniſhment for the contempt of 
light. Diviſions among the faithful, and treacheries of falſe.- 
brethren, give great offence to the weak and ſimple. Gop muſt 
not be forſaken, though we ſhould be left alone. The ſmart 
and terror of ſome ills are doubled by ſurpriſe, They who 
act the moſt generous and benevolent. part, are foinetimes 
treated as public enemies. Charity ſtill decays, in propor- 
tion to the increaſe of ſelfiſh luſts. The languor or fall of one 


' who has been in repute, will offend many. What an honour 


and happineſs is it, to be joined in the ſame cauſe with our 
judge ' Mercenary paſtors will teach error, in all ages; 
whence ought the very beft to fear. Abuſes of ſome few in 
ſociety are too often urged for ſuſpecting and injuring the 
whole: # In midſt of many ſeduQtions and temptations of life, 
let no man truſt to himſelf. Some ſpend all their fervour up- 
on the firſt ſtage of a religious life; whereas the erown of the 
bleſſed is the reward of perſeverance only, Rev. ii. 10. Jam. 
i. 12. Oppoſitions whet and brighten a Chriſtian's virtue; 
exerciſe and diſtinguiſh him. Preſent thorns are woven into 


_ 'wreaths of glory. Chriſtianity was proſeribed as a revolt from 


the ancient hereditary religion of the Roman empire, The 
firm zeal of it's profeſſors was not congenial to the looſe care- 
leſs temper. of Polytheiſm, Mr. Gibbons. To govern our 
ſpirits is the moſt valuable ſelf- enjoyment; and the moſt able 


guard againſt dangers. God's blefſed Spirit may always be ob- 


tained 3 and what is time, t6 eternity? Seditions and civil 


wars were often ſaving to early Chriſtians.” _ 


Sxcr. 367. Fnon one and the ſame ſpirit muſt proceed both 
the prophecy and the completion. A great argument for the 
truth of our Lonp's divine miſſion, - The work was difficult, 
the inſtruments mean, the time ſhort, Pſal. cxviii. 23. 5 
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bold it's ſupport, Rev. vi. 2. Acts v. 38. Among moſt na. 
tions, Chriſtian churches were planted in leſs than thirty years 
after the death of CHRIST. EY, 


sec'r. 368. * The prophanation of holy things is a terrible 
affecting mark of Gop's diſpleaſure. Þ'Toquit all ſometimes, 
that we may ſave life, is a neceſſary duty: The moſt ſecure 
flight, in evil times, is from the corrupt maxims and manners 
of the world. With how much greater diligence ſhould we 
flee from the wrath to come? © Let us leave that to periſhz 
which muft perifh 5 and endeavour to ſave what is everlaſting; 
Women and children ſuffering, make complicated miſery: 
«Sin-never ceaſes to lay waſte human comfort, comp. Deut. 
viii. Dan. ix: 26, 27. © Unhappy fruitfulneſs, which pro- 
duces only ſuch as muſt be miſerable. Superſtition brings 
people often into extreme fears and hazards. Let, where they 
ought chiefly to fear, they are the mott fearleſs; * A ceremo- 
nious Fewith ſtrictneſs is by no means here injoined. * Tho? 
the Chriſtians fled out of Jeruſalem, they could not long ſub? 
fiſt in the mountains, and among barbarous ruthans. The be- 
feged, but for what happened among themſelves, might have 
held out much longer; whence the conqueror Veſpaſian ac-, 
knowledged a plain divine hand in his ſucceſs An admirable 
 Illuftration of this whole matter may be found in the firſt volume 
of Dr. Latdner's Jewiſh and Heathen Teſtimonies Veſpaſi- 
an's ſon Titus took compaſſion on the Jewiſh temnant, and 
faved great numbers of them. Every thing is diſpoſed and or- 
dered, in favour of Gop's choice ones. Their temptations 


. 


and ſtrength are wiſely proportioned. 
0E E R A U 


How late is it, to begin flight from the world and fin, int 
the winter of old age and death? Then the days are ſhort, the 
ways deep, the ſeaſons ſharp, the nights dark, and other im- 
pediments fearce to be numbered. Life is often curtailed, to 
ſave the righteous from evils to come, What Gon hath done 
for them, they can never fully know, till they go to heaven. 
In the ruin of the Jews, how dreadful does the guilt appear of 
neglecxing RIS T ? comp. Mat. xxvii. 25. Heb. x. 29. Rom. 
n. 8, 9. With what ſad impatience will condemned ſinners 
wilt for ſuch overtures of grace, as they now defpiſe ? 


6 | Sr 
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SECT. 369. How the above, and laft coming of .Chrift, is tobe | 
155 prepared or; Mat. xxiv. 235 &c. M. X111, | 21, &c. Lu, 
vii. 225 & c. > e | TP 1 13 


_ * GosPEL light withdrawn, portended their immediate and 
utter ovetthrow. „ Such permiſſion is for the trial of true 
candour and faith, comp. Acts viii 9, &c. 2 Tim. iii. 8, 13. 
Acts ii 22. 2 Theſ. ii. 1 &c. - Rev. iii. 11, &c.—xix, 19, 
&c.— xx. 10. Impoſtors are a prohable evidence of ſome one 
perſon that was true, and whom they were willing to coun- 
terfeit; as bad money is proof, that certain good money is 
current. Before finithing the weeks of years, Dan. ix. 25, 
&c. viz. 490, Meſſiah was to appear, and be cut off: after. 
wards, Jeruſalem and the temple to be deſtroyed. What a 


convincing proof { See Num. xxiii. 19. Miracles alſo are ſure 


eredentials; and thefe were expected to accompany the true 
Meſſiah, comp. Iſa. xxxv. 1, &c. Mat. xv. 29, &c. Jo. vi. 14. 
Confider attentively 1 Pet. ii. 22. Jo. xix. 6. Lu. ix. 56. Jo. 
vi. 15. Not only without human force, but againft the ut- 


' moſt efforts, of human force, with artifice, our bleſſed Loxy 


was proſperous, ſee Acts v. 36, &c. Impoſtors are even more to 
be dreaded, than perſecutors. The only fight of CHRIST now, 


that can be taken by human eye, is that of his life and con- 


verſation, expreſſed by imitating. © To wander, in the cloſe 


of life, is peculiarly affecting. Such words from the mouth 
of CHRIST, ſhould render us watchful, humble, and devout. 


A vain preſumptuous curioſity is often puniſhed with error, 
Study, above all mute the ſacred feriptures 4 It is not the 


good grain, but the chaff, that is eaſily toſſed about. Blind 


and miſerable is the condition of every one, who hopes to mend 
himſelf, by forſaking CHRIS T. CnRIS rs laſt coming will 


yet be more ſudden; no leſs dreadful to the wicked, than a- 


miable and captivating to the godly, 1 Theſ. v. 2, 3. May we 


ly, 
| ae + be in a prepared poſture ! {He is not, therefore, to be 
- Loug 
- anchit's glorious truths. 5 After a heroic and. generous death, 
He ſhall fee his feed,” &c. Ila. ii. 10. | r 


t for in one place only, to ſee the ſplendours of true faith, 


Sect. 370. Mat. xxiv. 20, &c. Sy 24, & Lu. xxi. 25, &c. 


Tu eyes of men in great miſery, ſays Maimonides, * 


learned Jewiſh writer, grow dim; whereas by joy the ſoul is 


enlarged, and the animal ſpirits are conveyed in abundance on . 
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the organs of viſion; the ſun and light appear greater than be, 
fore. Thus, in times of great trial, every thing wears a dark 
and gloomy aſpect. Eminent ſtateſmen and teachers are to be 
conſidered as lights of the world. Prophecies would foreftal 
events, unleſs delivered with an air of obſcurity, and but Obs 
liquely hinted. When the guides and pillars of a nation are 
ſhaken, ſo as to fall, there is ground of juſt terror. Faith a» 
bandoned by the ſinner, during life, will in it's turn abandon 
him totally at laſt: „“ The moon ſhall not give her light!“ 
d Nothing fo dreadful to the wicked, as the coming of CarisT 
in his anger; to apprekend and tremble, under the rigours of 
divine diſpleaſure. he faith of CarisT's reſurrection, re- 
ceived by both Jews and Gentiles, is the triumph of his croſs 4 _ 
the comfort of his choice ones, and the — of repro- 
bates. 4 When the Jewiſh Theocracy did thus ceaſe, agreeable 
to what was foretold, then did the ſpiritual reign of CarisT 
commence gloriouſly. It is one of,the moſt important ras in 
the economy of grace; and magnificently deſcribed, fee Lu, 
ri. 24 Rom. xi. 123.25, &c. By deſtroying Jeruſalem, and 
making the place inacceſſible to all Jews, GoD hath effectual» 
ly withheld them from ſacrificing, Jo. iv. 21. 


|  SrerT. 371. Wr ſuch longing fdefire, we expect good, 

ſee Rom. viii. 19, 25. * Happy they, who prepare themſelves 

for the comfarts of CyrisT. The belief and thoughts of this 

ſhould be diſtinct and familiar. How often do leaves and budg 
themſelves become the ſport of winds, in a moment? No 
ſuch inference could be foreſeen, and foretold, by the divine 
| preſcience z and clearly proves the truth of CRI, and his goſ- 

pel As Titus was wonderfully raiſed up and preſerved 'ta - | 
deſtroy the city; ſo was Joſephus, to record it's. deſtruQtion, 3 
who himſelf was an eye-witneſs to moſt of the particulars; - 
who acted, in the double character of General and Prieſt ; and 
whoſe hiſtory was approved of by the conquerors, 1 The. ii. 5 
15, 16. comp. Mat. xxvi. 31. M. xiv. 30. Acts i 5. When Pd 
we fee ſome of our Lory's prophecies accompliſhing. at this "4 
day, we need no proof that the accompliſhment is poſterior to 
the time of che writer who records the prediction. 4 The 
word of eternal truth is more invariable than the frame of na- 
ture, fee Iſa liv 10, &c, and deeply concerns-us all! Our 
Ignorance of futurity ſhould make us vigilant. Credulity and _ 
ſuperſtition are the effects of a vain defire to know what the 
Father hath kept in his on power. They neglect a benefici- 
a uncertainty, to rely on Ty appearances. It would be 
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of no advantage to know that day; but is of an infinite im. 
portance not to be ſurpriſed by it. N ny 


- SecT. 372. * None are fafe, except thoſe whoſe minds 
and hearts are full of things heavenly. Others ſhall feel them. 
ſelves taken before they think of their danger, whence it comes, 
and how it may be avoided. He who takes reaſon for his 
guide, proceeds always with circumſpeCtion, Pro. xi. 15 To 
492 within the bounds of moderation, is the way to learn, 
that this life is not the ſtate of our happineſs. Pleaſures of 
the fleſh laſt no longer than while the neceſſities of nature are 
fupplying. Enjoy. them, and you loſe them. Self-govern- 

ment or temperance ought to be our choice. 'To preſerve 
our minds free from the tyranny of lawleſs paſſions, vigilance 
puuſt be exerted, where we are weakeſt, and moſt expoſed. 


\ 02 / 
© Grant, Lord, that my appetite may be always ſubject to 

my will; my will to my reaſon; and my reaſon, to thy holy 
word | That I may not take undue pleaſure in any ſenſual 
. exceſs | Drunkenneſs knows no other bounds to deſire, but 
paſſion ; and in it's conſequences is often fatal. Let the firſt 
ſatisfying of appetite be always the meaſure of eating and drink- 
ing. It is manly to preſerve inviolate the faculties of a man. 
Every act of drunkenneſs is a ſtep towards that deſperate ſtate; 
- which waſtes what would enable to be generous; and has not 
one reflexion that ſavours of comfort, 8. C. It is degrading, 
and an abuſe of mercies, 8. C. To ſeek comfort in ſtrong 
drink, is to ruin all, 8. C. Habitual drynkards ſeldom reform. 
Unmoved by diſtreſs itſelf, they are almoſt without hope, 


*: * 


SECT. 373. Mat. xxiv. 37, &c. Lu. xvli. 26, &c. 


J Trey who are idle, from eaſe of outward circumſtances, 
ſoon give themſelves over to their ſenſual luſts and appetites. 
it is the height of impiety and madneſs, to rank wickedneſs 
and damnation in the number of faſhions we may follow. Sen- 
_ foal pleaſures do often, though infenfibly, extinguiſh faith alto- 

gether. A man is never in danger of being ſurpriſed, when 
Fi. heart is devoted to Gon ; when his faith is pure, his hope 
lively, his charity fervent and ſincere, and his life full of good 
RV f works 
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works. When pomp and luxury come to a height, the tran». 
ſition to a low national ſtate is not far off, The preſent mo- 


ment of fafety may be the laſt to great multitudes. Men wed- 
ded to the world, by deplorable habit, live as though their laſt 


day never would come at all. 7 


Scr. 374. Tux delay of divine puniſhment is no evi- 


dence that it ſhall not come; but rather, that it ſhall be the 
more ſevere, when it doth come. > They who have feweſt 
cares for, and attachment to this life, are beſt prepared to leave 
it, ſee Mat. x. 397 It is a terrible thing, to forfeit endleſs hap- 
pineſs, with the multitude z and ſtill worſe, to periſh for ever, 
ſee Rev. xviii. 4. Delay will ſometimes difconcert the wiſeſt 


enterpriſe. © Whatever we leave behind, or lofe, we have e- 


nough, if our ſouls be given us for a prey. Being once en- 


gaged in a courfe of ferious preparation, let us tremble at the 
thoughts of turning back, Rom. xi.-20, 21, ; 


SEcT. 375. * Tnx goſpel doctrine ſhall have the effect al- 
ſo of dividing thoſe who were moſt intimate, and cloſely unite 
ed, ſee Lu. Xii. 51,52. Mat. xziv. 37, | | 


8 An Mr WP |. 


SECT. 376. Lu. xvii. 375 &c, . 


A8 carcaſes ripe to be devoured, fo are they who have 
filled up the cup of their iniquity, comp. Mat. xiii, | 

30, 39, 49. It matters not in what place we be, if CnAIsx, 

the Saviour of ſouls, be with us. | 


1 
SECT. 377. M. xili. 33, &c. Lu. xxi. 36, &c. 


$ FAITH is the proper, and only effectual ſpring of all obedience. 
d Induſtry perſonal, and dependance upon Gop, ought never 


to be ſeparated. © Zealous exerciſe determines religious worth, 


What is unayoidable ſhould be well prepared for. We may 
10 for mercy too late. We ſhould look on every day as the 


vcr. 
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- SecT. 378. Lu. xviii. 1, &c. 


„Tut malice and cruclty of the wicked toward the good 
is infatiable. In all adverſities whatever, Go. is a ſure aid, 


This ſhould preferve his people from revenge. Delay itſelf is 


good, as it renders enemies inexcuſable, Lev. xix ig. » A 
true magiſtrate, in-compariſon of public intereſt, ought to for- 
get his own. Infenſibility to character argues total abandon. 


edneſs, eſpecially in ſtation and office. - Extreme vice is the 


refult of impiety, and ſtrengthens to the laſt, by that very 


means. 4 Riches and power abuſed, have many friends, even 


- againſt truth and right. Time ſeems long to the afflicted, 


2 Cor. iv. 17; but is uſeful. © Juſtice and charity derive all 
their honour. from good principles, 1 Cor. xili.-3, Faith re. 
mains perfect and whole, only with a few; and oo fame way, 
tience and prayer, Jam i. 6. Rev. xiii. 10. comp. 2 Tim. iv. 
» 4 This affurance is a great encouragement, ſee Hab. ii, 
3. Lu. xviii. 6. II. Ixv. 24. n | 


! 


Bxcr. 379. Mat. xxiv. 42, &c. x, xii. 34, ke. Lu, zl. 


v4 


35, Kc. : 


2 FivxLITy and watchfulneſs are chief things in the duties 
of a ſervant. The one looks to command,, in full extent; the 


other prevents dangerous intruſions, either from force, or ſur- 


priſe, Prov. xxviii. 14. > What comes in, and goes out by 
the bodily ſenſes, ſuduld be well examined. ę Remiſſneſs and 
negligence are often hideouſly overtaken. 4 How fooliſh are 


all they, who are more careful of a ſmall temporal advantage, 


than of. their eternal ſalvation? People under ſentence of 


death, and who have no right to live even a ſingle moment, 


ſhould ſcarce need an admonition to prepare, 
StcT. 380. * CarisT's coming will alſo be ſudden, and 
unexpected by many. -> Comprehends. all duties. < Unleſs 


piety and virtue be proportioned to knowledge, the heavier mult | 


a man's account be. All, at-laſt, will turn upon freedom from 
fin, and a good life. 4 A fleeping porter well deſerves to be 

niſned; ſo faith aſleep, expoſes to all our worſt enemies. 
True vigilance is attentive and active z it examines paſt life, 


on purpoſe to amend z: and applies to good works cloſe. Secu 


rity and forgetfulneſs of eternal-things creep upon people una- 
warcs. There is always much danger from ſuperfluous 9 0 
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jy-pleaſures * No perſon can pretend an exemption from the * 
r of divine judgement. Thoſe who have the greateſt oceafion 

to watch are generally they who do it leaſt. We ſhould watch, 

2s if Gon did forſake us for a time; and pray, as if all we do 

would be uſeleſs without him. So to live, as that death may 

not find us unprovided, does not imbitter life, but the contra- 


ry. Qualifications. for dying, are neceſſary to be attained in 


- * 


SECT. 3 81. Mat. xxiy. 45, Kc. Lu xii, 42, &E. 


« FipeLITY of diſpoſition is what Gop will reward, and 
what the miniſters of CHRIS ſpecially are bound to. It re- 
quires a great deal of wiſdom to teach; and as much fortitude 
and patience, in enduring to do ſo. * Their maſter's ſtock 
muſt be diſtributed, and · not their own. They ſhould obſerve 
with care, the ſeaſons of need and uſefulneſs. Time waſtes 
every hour; and as often is eternity loſt to ſome. O what 
1 happineſs, to pleaſe the beſt, and moſt powerful of maſters ! 
The goods of Gop are no leſs than himſelf.” 4 Celeſtial recom- 
ences will be wiſely proportioned, Rev. vii. 19. © Pride, 
nmarice, luxury, and domination, are the uſual vices of unfaithful 
teachers, Mat. xxiv. 51. | f Senſuality added to unfaithfuln 
or giving riſe to it, is peculiarly degrading. They mutually 
influence and ſtrengthen. * A ſudden death is the frequent | 
lot of evil ſervants. ® The deepeſt and moſt wretched abyſs _ 
of miſery is prepared for ſuch. | Prayers and tears, that con- 
duce not to repentance, are the laſt ifſues of a voluptuous life. 

t Unleſs piety and virtue be proportioned to knowledge; there 

is much more reaſon to fear, than to be proud. They who 

; deſpair, calumniate Gon, to juſtify their idleneſs. The worſt 
kind öf ep ee are petulant ones, who offend againſt 

, Gnſciencez the next, they who are ignorant, but, with due 
pains, might have been otherwiſe, comp. Rev. xix. 10.—xxii. $. 

Qs x. 25.—xxiii 3. Gen. xx. 6 Clear knowledge of the 
divine mind and will is among the moſt excellent helps and 
arguments, ſee Mat. xxv. 24. Sins of omiſſion, where there 
hare been good opportunities of learning, are very dangerous. | 
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Coop judgement and application make a great man, and 
weed to have thought employed both day and night. ET 
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have litfle faith in exerciſe, is the origin of monſtrous crimes; 
The richer that any one is, the more gladly ought he to relieve 
the poor. The more authority, the more they ſhould draw 
2 by example and pregept, to the obedience of the goſpel: 

ow great ſoever the ftation be, a man ſhould thew himſelf 
ſtill greater. Gifts are valuable, only as they enable you to 
to do good. Miniſters of religion will either be of the num- 
ber of the moſt happy or moſt miſerable of mankind. Abſo- 
lute inability is an excuſe z but which few can pretend to, in 
alms-giving, Prov. xxviii. 27.—zi. 24. Lu xix. 8. What de- 
notes religion with the greateft certainty, is a conſtant applica- 
tion to one's duty; a great deal of ſimplicity and modeſty; and 
an exact care of doing nothing to others, that we would not 
have done to us. Theſe juſtify,outward forms; and ſuch are 
bedſt judged of in their own families. i 


i. 


. . vl Sxcr. 382. Mat. 18 14, Kc. 
g " H who uſes his natural, or ſupernatural talents, as if he 
were the author, or owner of them, ufurps another's right. 
Gon hath endowed man with active principles, defigning him 


for buſineſs. Lon, give me ſtrength to uſe thy depoſits in 


＋ — T— —— —— ——— — * 


— — enm— > <——n — 
8 — — at — —— ͤ œbà——2— —— — — —— —— — — — — — — — 
d . 


— > — 


the beſt manner! Let me not feel myſelf; but thee, in my beſt 
actions ! D Duties and obligations are proportioned to people's 
| Rates and offices. For ignorance in our own profeſſion, no 
other accompliſhment can atone. The only advantage of ſu- 
periority is, when we do good with them, both to our own 
ſouls and the ſouls of othets. Happy they, who ſo provide, 
as to wait only for the laſt call! © In hke proportion ſome im- 
pow their 1 and faculties, to the increaſe of religion, and 
denefit of the world. To be diligent with humility, and to 
be careful of the leaſt, is the true mean Servile fear, and 
ſullen floth, are often united. Our judge's tongeſt delay 
cannot exceed the ſhorteſt life of man. *The glory, uſe and 
profit of. all our talents muſt be referred to Gop. Fidelity in 
anſwering the deſign of our ſtations fills the ſoul with humble 
confidence. Comfortable words! to be the death of all fu- 
ture fears, troubles, and ſcruples. This conſummates the 
rights of Chriſtian adoption. May the joy of Cun ls r be the 
great object of our hopes and purſuits! The feweſt gifts, 
and the Jendereſt abilities muſt be accounted for. To ſome 

men it is the greateſt ſenſual pleaſure to do nothing. One 
common and uſeful talent may be of great advantage fo 2 1 


* 
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cho improves it. An obſcure ſtate ſecures from vanity, agd 
unites in ſmall compaſs our whole application. Sinners, to 
excuſe themſelves, ſpare neither calumny, nor blaſphemy. 
To withdraw from labour is, to be careleſs of our ſalvation; 
To be ſelf-convited, and brought to ſhame and confuſion 
befote all, is the firſt ſore puniſhment of vice. O eternal Spi- 
fit of life and power, inſpire me with a divine activity, that I 
may account it nothing different from death, to live un rofit- 
ably ! In worldly material things, what is uſed is ſpent, in 
intellectual and moral, what is not uſed, is not had. * If fin 
were neceffary, it could not be avoided 3 if duty impofible, it 
could not be done: this would indeed be an anſwer to Gon 
himſelf ; an anſwer to the indictment that might be brought at 
the laſt day. Gos command makes a clear neceſſity. Thro' 
foth we judicially bind ourſelves, as it were, hand and foot, 
from divine activity. Application ſhould ſupply the want of 
natural talents. » Such increaſe of grace is given, before en- 
tering upon the everlaſting joy, Mat. xxv. 23. To ſet at nought 
this, by the neglect of doing good, is highly criminal. If ſloth 
itlelf be infidel wickedneſs, what have thoſe who deſtroy, by 
abuſe, their nobleſt faculties, to look for; ot, who uſe their 
temporal and highly improveable mercies, as an occaſion of 
fin ? o How horrid, to be abandoned to rage and deſpair | * 


Nn 


Dryixg wiſdom only knows what meaſures of gifts are pro- 
per and expedient for each perſon; and with theſe they ought 
to be Caisfed. Let is think of a future reckoning with awey 
but not with terror. In every view, the Chriſtian's life is ac- 
tive, 8. C. If we be faithful, it matters not much under 
which claſs we fall. Death is a departure from much labour, 

to an abſent Lon p, S. C. Every improvement is a token of 
ſure and great acceptance. Many would have become great, 
if they had but known the value of their true talent. A pre- 
tence of diſcharging duty, by doing n 
juſt, falſe, inſolent, ſee Jam. iv. 17. He is idle, who is not 
ordinarily well employed. The whole creation convicts, and 
ſhames ſuch à one. The moſt 9 7 5 metals ſhine by fe. 
Though we cannot acquire heaveri by merit, we muſt be qua- 
lified for the in frees of it. A well employed ſervant of the 
ALutcnty, always gains beyond his hopes. Abilities and op- 

Thing are improved, ſtrengthened, and increaſed, by di- 
| byentuſe, To aſcribe the cauſe of fin and miſery to Ooh, iu 
| H h kvng 


either good nor ill, is uns 


/ 
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wine in a lie. He may, and does abound to ſome; but 


: 
* o s 


wanting to none | 


SECT. 383, Mat. xxv. 8 Ke. 


Ovn life ought to be a continued preparation for the mar- 
riage ſupper of eternity. The church ever has been, and like- 
ly ever will be, a mixture of good and bad. He is truly wiſe, 
who is always ready to meet his Lon D. A heart without 
love, is a lamp without oil. Love, with it's works, qualifies 
to ſhine before Gon. 4 Life is given for no other end, than 
to prepare for death. Happy they; who, with. the fair light 
of an outward profeſſion, have the principles of a divine life in 
their hearts Wo to the mere formal blaze of a ſudden empty 
profeſſion. The very beſt have need to guard againſt being 
diſſipated ; left the ſweet and ſenſible emotions of piety ſhould 
fall afleep. Lamps may burn dimly, when they go not quite 
. out, from want of trimming The uncertainty, of life doth 

powerfully enforce habitual watchfulneſs. Thoſe only ought 
to be accounted good men, who do every day what they would 
do at their death *© Negligence and failings, the very beſt 
are chargeable with, Jam. iii. 2. Every where beginnings are 

fervent. Happy they, who can hear this voice with. compo- 
ſure, 1 Jo. ii. 28. 5 Regret itſelf may become unprofitable, 
Mat xiii. 19. Lu. xv. 13. The holineſs of others will not 
avail ſinners, at the hour of death. Time and the ſpirit of re- 
pentance are neceſſary to bring forth fruits Death is that 
ſhut door, to thoſe who are ſarvriſed in their fins. * Gop, 
who is love. and holineſs, knows not with his approbation, 
thoſe who have been enemies to them through life. To pre- 
vent ſurpriſe, look by faith on every hour as the laſt. Few 
there be who do ſo, between ſleeping on the one hand, and 
flumbering on the other. CI Og | 
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 ExTRAORDINARY grace, from ſteadfaſt deyotion, and watch- 
fulneſs together, makes a complete character. Wile people 
do at the beginning, what fools do in the end. Some look on 
God as their laſt ſhift, and perſuade themſelves, that they ſhall 
certainly find him when they pleaſe. People can ſcarce be faid 
to wiſh for thoſe things, which they fear to find fo ſoon. 


\ 
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where there is not a change of the heart, there is no true re- 
pentance. 3 | 


» SecT. 384 of the Univerſal Judgement ; Mat. xxv. 31, &c. 


* WHAT an amazing contraſt is this, to the former humilia- 
tions of the Son of Man? What a deſirable object, to exer- 
ciſe faith upon? ® No man, be he high or low, inclined or 
diſnclined, can eſcape that judgement, © This is the laſt func | 
tion of the Prince of paſtors, Medkneſe, humility; tractable- 
neſs, and innocence, enter all into the ideas of true ſheep, 
Then will God's choice ones enjoy all in himſelf. How im- 
menſe is the divine liberality ! Pfal ciii. 1, &c —cix; 28. The 
honeſt poor ought to be our friends, our brothers, our com- 
panions. At times, for their ſakes, we ſhould even render 
ourſelves indigent. »A glorious balance againſt the evils of 
perſecution, by poverty, reproach, &c. Pfal Ixxili 17; & c. 
Upon illuſtrating this ſubject, no mind may ever hope to equal 
expectation. Fitly termed an affectionate paſſage, by a learned 
and pious author. Charity, for Gop and the Saviour's 
lake, doth highly honour both. Without this, there can be 
no acceptance with them. To enjoy Go p, to be filled with 
his preſence, is to be one with him, 8. C. 5A humble per- 
ſon is ready to leſſen and undervalue, yea even to forget his 
beſt works; but Gop never can. Who of CursT's diſciples 
would not run to hoſpitals and priſons, to ſee him? How 
dirinely excellent is the goſpel ſyſtem? Beneficence is here 
detcribed, by it's moſt known conſpicuous offices; being 
ftly anſwerable to the figure of a human judicature. How 
great and various may the aſſſictions of CHRIs T's people be? 
comp. Dan. xii. t. Hence, of neceſſity, there muſt be a fu- 
ture junction of virtuous friends, comp. 1 Theſ. ii. 19, 20. 
V 13, 14. *The united wiſdom of angels and men could not 
have deviſed ſuch an idea of active affection, nor ſuch a mo- 
tive. All the virtuous afflicted are, like the members of his 
own body; and he muſt be loved in them, as well as in his 
name, ordinances, laws, and promiſes. Amazing vouchſafe- 
ment! In that day will the poor and the comfortleſs rife up, in 
behalf of their bene factors, and call them bleſſed, S. C. What 
an honour to human nature ! Acts xvii. 31. 1 Tim. ii. 5. Pure 
goſpel influences do form that image of Gop in Chriſtians, 
which makes' them genuine children. What mult it be, to 
dyell for eyer amidſt a ſociety endowed with perfect faculties ? 
ER | H h 2 | What - 
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What an elevation and eſtabliſhment to true friendſhip | Erg 
long, the child of forrow will no longer demand our ſympathy, 


The greateſt of all charities is, to inſtruct them in ſuch truths, 


Men who join with them in their rebellion, are doomed to 
ſhare with them in their puniſhment, comp. Jude 6, &c. 
Pet. ii. 4, &c. Rev. xii. 7, 9. Fatal, irrevocable exile! fad 


confinement! . diſmal ſociety ! a ſubject more to be trembled 


- 
, * x 


at, than ſpoken upon | * Want of charity marks a child of the 
devil, by inſpiration and likeneſs. Carnal men will only be- 
lieve what they ſee. ® The grounds of divine recompence and 
puniſument are eternally and unalterably fixed. It has been 
well ſajd, that this laſt parable is ſo majeſtic and familiar, that 
faith, morals, and ſenſe muſt be wanting, in all who can read 
it with indifference, * What a ſingular and contraſted view | 
How friendly at once to pleaſure and virtue? There is no in» 
we belong to. Evil companions will be cloſe tormentors. 
Before the Maſter of eternity, every one will wiſh to have been 
Juſt humane, generous, : conpaſſionate. | 


GENE BAL. 


To love CHRIS T's appearing, we mult love the full indul- 
gence of devout and charitable affection, 8. C. A pious be- 
nevolence is the only acceptable and regular one. Friend- 
ſhips permanent and improving, ſhall triumph over the ruins 


5 of equal importance, as knowing which of the two claſ- 
Jes 


of the graye, Wherever genuine, ſteadfaſt, and extenſive cha- 


rity is found, there the love of Gop reigns in perfection. Ag 
among virtues, ſo among crimes, there is a natural relation and 
affinity. Gop hath tried every moral method; and any other 
would be improper, Heb. i. 1. 1 Jo. iv. 9, &c. Fly from the 


preachers, and authorigers, by bad example, of hardening 


maxims. The cauſe of the poor is CHRIS T's. Feigned ig- 
norants are ren hateful. W of duties is to be 
dreaded, along with the commiſſion of damnable crimes. Be- 
ware of dying in ſettled oppoſition to the will of Gop. Be en- 
couraged to meditate often upon Heaven, the country of dear- 
eſt connections. Were Gop always to bear with the iniquity, 
of his creatures, he would condemn his own law. His puniſh» 
ments do not exceed the meaſure of their cauſe, or proportion 
of their ends. Where deſire of communicating good ceaſes, 
there rationality. ceaſes z and ſuch do ſeparate La from 
he divine mind. In few things more did the ancients fail, 
han in their ſentiments of he vðen. 8 
s gat "7 „ 15 H . 77 7 | : | CH AP. 
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SECT. 385. The Fewiſh Rulers conſpire againſt Chriſt ; Mat. 
: xxvi. I, &c, M. xiv. Iz, &c. Lu. xxii. I, &c. | 


* F TOW ſedate and tranquil is this foralght of a eruel and 
| ignominious death | ® A ſimilar abuſe of life and grace 
will ever iſſue in like blindneſs of infidelity, How incompre- 
henſible and adorgble are the ways of Providence? The wie- 
ked only ſo far regard religion, as it may be ſubſervient to their 
deſigns and intereſts, In external pieties, motives merely hu- 
man do. facrilegiouſly violate them. When once a prieſt has 
loſt the ſpirit of religion, and a teacher the love of truth, 
think of nothing, but how to ſacrifice both to ſelf- love. To 
coyer injuſtice with art, ſerves only to double guilt in the fight 
of Gop; and to caſt more obſtacles in the way of repentance, 
People of this ſort are not ſo much afraid of committing a ters 
rible crime, as that they ſhould miſs an eee, ng inners 
do nothing, or can, but as they have divine permi Baſe 
prieſts will fear to eat Jeayen, but not to murder. Doing 
much good enrages them. 7 1 


\'\-- 
* | 4 


Sec r. 386. Judas bargains with the Jews; Mat, xxvi. 14, | 
| Kc. M. xiv, 10, &c, Lu. xxii. 3, &c, 


A CHARITABLE reproof ſometimes completes the obdu-. 
ration of the wicked, which yet. muſt: not hinder duty to be 
done. Even ſmall diſguſt, at times, may iſſue in the moſt 

baſe and complicated guilt. To betray, without ſo much as 
pence to find fault, ſhould juſtify the injured perſon. 
There is nothing ſo bad, but may be. dreaded from avarice. 
A leader in the Chriſtian church conſpires againſt the church 
itſelf, in it's founder and head. Let not the faithful be too 
much ſcandalized at treachery in paſtors, If ſo mild and be- 
neficent a LorÞ could not ſtand before avarice, how much leſs 
the ſincere word of the goſpel? © The joy of the wicked is to 
haye ſucceſs in their crimesz a momentary gladneſs, which 
will change into. ſorrow unſpeakable. - * Covetouſneſs, under 
the influence. of proud wrath, is often blind even to it's own 
utereſt ; conſider the repulſe in Mat. xxvi. 10. comp. Gen, 

5 BA , xXxXXVII. 
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xxxvii. 26, &c. Men who once hearken to an evil inclina. 
tion, feldom leave it unexecuted. Break off all familiarity 
with the wicked. Mutual faith is fometimes found in wicked 
counſel, more than in lawful and uſeful engagetnents, Some 
men damn themſelves for a very little. 


 Becr. 367. Feſus eateth the Paſchal Lamb with his Diſciples ; 
Mat. xxvi. 1), Kc. M. xi 12, Ke: Lu- Xii. J, Sc. Jos 
* xiii. 1, & c. ii. 4 * 


. . a Sxx here, the extreme poverty of CHRIST. A man may 
be eaſy in his heart as to every thing, when he is like minded 
with Jxsus. Cnnis r is as truly maſter of human ſouls, as 
of human bodies. ® The time of his ſuffering, he conſiders as 
dis on proper time. Here is a ſample of his future conqueſts. 
Thus, the apoſtolical faith would be ſtrengthened. Sincere 
| belief is teachable, and obedient,” * An example of noble 


and powerful faith. In like manner is he ſtill affected to- 


wards all his true friends, comp. 1 Sam. xxv. 41. Dying 
words and actions of the good make deep impreſſion. In of 
fea, he rejoiced at his death. What a devout alacrity! May 
_ gurs to do and ſuffer be in ſome ſuitable proportion to-it} 2 
Theſ. iii, 5. Jude 21, | F 


SECT. 388, * SINCERE and affectionate fellowſhip here is 
the pledge, or earneſt, of what ſhall-be hereafter, © After his 
reſurreQton, his ſufferings being paſt, it would be, as it were, 
of a new and ſuperior kind, 


| Ster. 389.  Feſus waſbeth his Diſciples feet; Jo. Lil. 2, e. 


Br this example, he would inculeate upon them thoſe af - 
ſections which are the reverſe of corrupting envy, pride and 
ambition. Charity perfects goſpel obedience. We ſhould pre- 
vent one another with benefits. A pattern of wonderful 


PF goodneſs, modeſty,” and humbleneſs of mind. In like man- 


ner, thoſe who are regenerated from former groſs living, comp. 
Jo. xv. 3 Acts xv; 9. Leſſer occafional infirmities admit of 
an eaſy remedy, and ready forgiveneſs, comp 1 Cor. xv. 27. 
Mat xxvi. 41. Alt is grievous'to a lover; to have any men- 
tion made of being ſeparated; eſpecially by force. © The 
gentleneſs of Jesus would not yet diſcover him; at the ſame 

eee 6 | time 
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time that he ſpoke ſufficiently to his conſcience. He is great, 
even in the ſmalleſt of his works. $7 i 
SECT. 300. MopesrTy and truth muſt ever be conſiſtent. 
b The journey by precept is long; by example, ſhort and eſſi- 
excious comp. Jam. v. 19. Ph. ii. 25. Heb. ji. 1. How much 
ſhould one brother be aſhamed of taking + yg him the pride 
of a tyrant over his equal in ſervice and office? O may mi- 
niſters and people learn a like readineſs to ſerve each other in 
love! That can never be an abject work, which CarisT was 
an example of, © It is natural for the heart of man, to be truck 
with love and admiration, at the view of moral excellence; and 
ield to it's transforming influence, 8 C. The greater a man 
is, the more it behoveth him to humble himſelf. It is an eaſy 
thing to venerate great characters; but very difficult to reſem- 
ble them, Mat. vii. 21, & 4 Faith, without exemplary works, 
is vain, dead, hurtful, Jam. iv. 17. Knowledge, without it's 
proper fruits, contradicts religion, by holding the truth in un- 
righteouſneſs. 'To all other pleaſures, oppoſe that of being 
conſcious that you are obeying Gon. Such character re- 
fiſts obliyion; and ſerves people after death. It is a mark of 
great folly, to delay learning how we ought to live. Excellence 
of underſtandipg, firſt refines the deſire, and afterward, the 
pleaſure of enjoyment. A god-like nature, or reſemblance of 
Jzsvs ChRIõs r, is the privilege of a ſoul raiſed above the world. 
Good knowledge and practice render men great and immortal z 
being themſelves ſo. The worft of people, without deſign- 
ing it, are made inſtruments of common. good. & Even the a- 
miable principle of benevolence may be imbittered by ingra+ 
titude, comp. 1 Cor. v. 11. They who miſuſe an office, con- 
tribute more than moſt others to deface it; and their guilt is 
in proportion to it's Ggnity- He who would be reſpected, 
ſhould reſpect others. We honour ourfelves, when we ho- 
nour thoſe whoſe lives have been a continual pious labour. 


6. E N E R A IL. 


. CarrsT was a pattern of perfect inſtructions; at the ſame 
me, modeſt and edifying. Even the goſpel authority muſt 
ot be defended with high looks, pride and violence. The de- 
fre of reputation ſprings from virtue. An ill intention is the 
more miſchievous, when backed with knowledge. Wiſdom and 
goodneſs are ſole arbiters of a man's fate. Such have no cauſe 
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to bluſh in private. They are their own moſt awful witneſz 

and would live well, if there were no ſuch thing as dread 6 

authority, comp. Jo. iii. 21. 1 Tim. iv. 20. Moral good is ſui- 
table to the nature of man, and the way to perfection. Know- 
ledge in underſtanding; is truth; in practice, righteouſneſs. 
The virtue of finite beings muſt be defeQtive; and, of courſe, 
25 happineſs dependent upon him, who, being infinitely per- 
fect, is happy in and of himſelf. n | 


Srex. 30t. The treachery of Judas is revealed; Mat. xxvi. 


21, &c. M. xiv. 18, &c. Lu. xxii. 23, &c. Jo. xii. 21, &c, 


* Fytn malicious vice is an object of great compaſſion. 


Think of this ſad repaſt to the ſon of Gon. d Enis r con- 


tinues reforming means to the laſt What an example of le- 
nity have we here! It was fit, that they ſhould partake as they 
. could, in this part of their maſter's ſufferings. One of the 
| 1 trials of friendſhip is, to be ſuſpected of infidelity. In 
Imaller inſtances of treachery, CRI has often ſuffered ſince; 
which ſhould lead to ſcrupulous inquiry, and felf-diſtruſt, 
e Wretched is he, who ſerves the deſigns of heaven, on] by 
his fins, If we could lock into the future, how often mig 
we be forced to weep at the birth of a child ? Oh, incurable 
malice, which gentleneſs itſelf ſerves only to encourage. Tho 
Soy permit and foreſee what is to happen, yet he lays no neceſ- 


fity upon men to fin; Jam i. 14, Kc. Non-exiſtence is pre- 


bt 


2 


ferable to certain degrees of juſt puniſhment, Rev. ix. 6. The 


immortality of a great ſufferer would be his everlaſting curſe. 

_ - Sncx. 392. Tur upright, eſtimating others by themſelves, 
can ſcarce be brought to think evil of any, comp. Mat. xxvi. 
21. M. xiv. 18. By ſuch an attachment, Jzsvs bath, fo to 


ſpeak, canonized ran The perſon who is unaequainted 
d 


with it's delights ſhould be excluded from ſociety, St. Aug. 
Intimates are more to be choſen from qualities of the heart, 
than thoſe of the head. Reſemblauce is the loadſtone of good- 
will, or the way to gain all hearts. © I am prepared for the 
worſt, even to meet the ſevere trial of treachery. Here is no 
command, but a permiſſion. 4 Jesvs, out of his little ſtock, 
did often thus inſtruct and provoke to liberality. Charity can- 


not injure, by exceſſive rigour, the vileſt ſinner. © Artifice, 
which may preſerve. a character with men, cannot impoſe up- 
on Cnkisr. Nothing leſs than a miracle is ſufficient to re- 


* 
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diim exaſperated avaricious yice, Gon warns men of their 
guilt and dangers but when they are obſtinate, leaves them to 

hemſelves. Happy they, whoſe hearts are melted with a nqs 
bler principle, than terror! F 
ser. 393, * How much dacker was the, night, in Jus 


das ſoul? * The death of Cnkisr, though it feem to be 
full of reproach, yet was glorious both to the Father and him- 
ſelf, comp. Ph. ii. 9, & c Jo. xii. 13. Like a general mighty 
in war, he anticipates victory with joy. The ignominy of the 
croſs ought not to deſtroy faith! Such heroic dying wordt 
are worthy to be held in everlaſting remembrance. | 


| 
j 
t 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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bc r. 394: The Inflitution of the Supper: Mat. xvi. 26; K. 
2 RE M. xiv. 225 &c. Lu. xxii. 19, &c. * « f 
How differently is this gift beſtowed; from. the pompous 
haughtineſs of the great? Simplicity marks true worth and 
grandeur. It was highly graceful and attracting, thus to riſe 
above all. perſonal concerns, . to the benefit of his friends; 
Cop, who knows our frame, has graciouſly aſſiſted our medi- 
tations on the death of CHRIS, by thus addreſſing our ſenſes; 
As memorials of ſpiritual food, the praife of J=sus wouldz 
no doubt, extend to our redemption thretigh him; This ſas 
tred inſtitute ought to be held in perpetual reverence, and to 
be celebrated in a manner conformable ta the deſign of our 
bleſſed Redeemer. It were to be wiſhed that all party names, 
and unſcriptural phraſes and forms, which have divided the 
Chriſtian world, were forgot; and that we might agree to fit 
down together as humble loving diſciples, at the feet of our 
tommon maſter z, thus writes pious Dr Doddridge. *© Aptly 
ſymbolical of common Chriſtian benefits from the death of . 
Carisr. The teal ſubffantial body could not be underſtood 
3s broken, before the event; or CHRIST, to hold our big ry 
whole perſon, in his own hands. The groſs error of tranſubs 
ſtantiation may ſerve as a kind of antidote againſt the reſt of 
the Popiſh poiſon: 4 To do any act in remembrance of a per- 
ſon, implies their bodily abſence. The Lonp's ſupper is a vi- 
ible acknowledgement of our being in fellowſhip'with CHRIS Tf 
is with a head, or maſter. Likewiſe, that Chriſtians are all 
one body, united by faith, obedience, and brotherly love: Such, 
thankſgiving, with the ſacrifice of ourſelves, is the very ſoul of 
Chriſtian exerciſe. It is 3 poiſon to tholg who 7. 


10 
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tate Judas; but when ſincere and affectionate, is the pledge gr 
earneſt of what ſhall be hereafter © When death introduces to 
immortality, then is remiſſion moſt perfectly known, Rom. v. 
15. When a child is ſatisfied, that CHRis r is a teacher ſent 
from Gop, and willing to be his diſciple, it is meet to confeſs 
him before men, 8 C. Parents ſhould avail themſelves of this 


acceſſible ſoft ſtate of the heart, to recal their ear pl dedication 


] 
to Gon, to explain and urge the duties of a ſubſequent life, 
and with ſolemn awe to devolve this care on themſelves. 


c H AP. XI. 


- Sect. 395. Jeſus foretelr to his Apoſtles what ſbould befal 


them; comforts and teaches them; Mat. xxvi 3o, &c. u. 
iv, 26, &c. Lu. xxii. 31, &c. Jo. xiii. 33, &c. 


n | COMMUNION day oughe to be a day of entire joy; 
Let the ſetting of an anthem, to exiſt and improve 
- throughout all eternity. Can he who relifhes CHRIST for- 


bear praiſe ? 


Sec. 396, Ws ſhould uſe good company, as ſoon to de- 
part from us; and ſpecially remember their dying words. At- 


; tention * never to ſleep, where that of an adverſary is vi- 


gilant. o Like a friend indeed, he gives them his beſt dying 


admonition. Charity Iooks not on it's own things only, Mat. 


vii. 12. Peace and union were the more requiſite, on account 
of what they were to ſuffer from the world. Mutually to 


ſpend and be ſpent, after the pattern of CHRIS H is the proper 


ſtandard of his diſciples, comp. Jo. xv, 13. 1 Jo. iii. 16. It is 
the very neareſt thing in which we can approach to our maſ- 
ter, comp. AA. iv. 32. The goſpel only can inſpire what it 
requires; which makes evangelical charity a new command- 
ment, 1 Jo. ii. ), 8. 2 Jo. vi. 4 He learned to prevent miſ- 
chief in others, at his own coſt. 


„55 „ 


Tux more proſperities crowd one upon another, the more 
ſlippery they are, and liable to occaſion a fall. How would 
the primitive church think of modern violent contentions for 
EY es 
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willes, bloody Chriſtian wars, & c? Perſecution for conſcience? 
fake is the reyerſe of Chriſtian love, which pardons readily, 
and interprets favourably, Jo. xv. 12, 13. Senſe of common 
danger ſhould ſuppreſs all petty animolities. Chriſtians an- 
ciently were ſtyled united people. 


SECT. 397. War love attends not always to neceſſar; 


prudent circumſtances, It is eaſy to follow CarisT and his 
maxims, when our faith and virtue are not much tried. K 


friend made for adverſity was denied to CHRIST. Inſtead of 


complaining, let us imitate the forgiveneſs of our LorD ;z who, 


being forſaken of his ſheep, did not forſake them. Going from 
the communion itſelf, they meet with an occaſion of fin, and 
fall thereby. d Whereas mean ſouls are depreſſed with afflic- 
tions, great ſouls keep their ſtation, and ſupport others. © See 
Reflexions * Sect. 396. Self-confidence is always hazar- 
dous. 4 Sudden and unforeſeen trials ſhould be expected. Frail- 
ty may and ought to be prayed for; not ſloth and wilful pre- 
ſumption. Be not ſevere in Judging, A ſudden, tough great 
fall, may be ſpeedily repented of. It is reaſonable, that they 
who owe much to divine graces ſhould be anxious about others, 
ſee Heb. v. 2. Dying charges ought to be very dear. 


* 


Den I. 


| | tos Me; 
Taz. bleſſed Ixsus proportions trials, to meaſures of faith 
and fortitude, comp. Jo. xxi. 18. It is a great comfort to one 


who loves unfeignedly, that he can have leave to follow his 


friend N chances. The ſoul, like the body, loſes not 
0 


its life all at once, Rev. iii. 2. Guard the weak and timorous 
againſt deſpair, Pf. Ixxxv. 7. Heaven is the region of perfect 
love and joy. | « 


SECT. 398. * Tris was a delicate taſk, but friendly aud 
honeſt. He hints for them a kind of apology z being like ti- 
mid ſheep, without a ſeen ſhepherd, ſee Reflexions Sect. 397. 
d See Reflexions d Set. 397, What at firſt did ſcatter and 
diſperſe, became the ſtrongeſt and moſt univerſal bond of uni- 
on afterwards. Thus truth perſecuted, confirms, propagates 
it, and enlivens true believers, How gracious is the Loxp 
Jesus, to feeble man? 4 The preſumptuous perſon imagines 
he can do every thing; and fears not to promiſe very high. 
Strength of pride is but the ſtrength of a moment. Aﬀec- 


Fi 


don itſelf may blind the underſtanding. The brighteſt, wave 
is a 6 + ; e | 


| 
| 
| 
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.eft zeal, is apt to languiſh and grow cold. Even our own 
Experience is not always ſufficient to convince us of our frailty. 
Without cloſe watchfulneſs and prayer, our fall is certain, Ma. 
vi. 13. Death itſelf wears a graceful pleaſing form, when it 
comes as a ſeal of our fidelity to CHAisr. * The Apoſtles, 
and Peter in particular, from their experienced frailty, were 
taught to bear and make a proper allowanee for the infirmities 
pf others, ſee Gal. vi. 1 Heb. v. 2 Preſumption is contagi- 
ous. Falls of the great ſhould make the beſt humble. 


GENERAL” 


Tx very eſſence of preſumption is, to deſpiſe dan 
fer one's {of to others, and to regard no advice. Though hu. | 
man frailty ſhoyld make. us attentive, yet ought it not to diſ- 
courage, Rev. xii- 11. Pardon ig not eaſy to deſertion, in cri- . 
tical caſes, It is to be regretted, that feeling, and the know- 
ledge . 
pr ö e n 


Sxer, 399. Tux laſt afflictions of CuRIgT were, to bring 
| * Apoſtles under the ſevereſt trials, comp. 1 Kin xii. 11, 
II. xx. 2. Jer. ix. T). —Xxvii. 2. Ezek. iv. 1,'&c.—xii. 6. Hol, 
1. 2. Acts xxi. 11. Such care upon the part of CnhRIS4l, ought 
chearfully to he truſted. Without rendering the ſenſe of du- 
| ty an eſtabliſhed principle of action, we ſhall, in moments of 
. Foldneſs, be not only feeble, but ſelfiſh and inhuman. 
2 ))Cͥͤ ( 1 1 15 Ne 


SECT. 400. Jo. xiv. I, Ke. 


As friends, the thought of being ſeparated ſinks the heart, 
5. C. Fair and pleaſant words become a gentle maſter. Great 
behaviour, in the near view of death, exhibits the ſublime of 
yirtne, That of Ixs us engages the whole ſoul. Not to re- 
Fi it, would argue want of taſte, or total inattention- Hu- 
n infirmity thus armed, will overcomè the moſt outrageous 
Re ve Ennisr ſpeaks familiarly of theſe regions of glory. 
His very heart overflows with kind concern for the comfort, 
ds well as for the ſafety of his people, comp. Rev. vil. 17. A 
dlear and raviſhing idea of future ſocial intercourſe, like Heb, 
Kii. 22, &c: Every fingle inhabitant in thoſe manſions will in- 
ereaſe and multiply the joy. Delightful, reviving thought 
3 Heb, vi. 20. Eph. 1. 6. The Apoſtles ſeem more ror 
WW: , LL # « 4 * * 2 * x 44. n K li #4 2 
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zled, as it were, and oppreſſed with the weight of their ſuby 
oy comp. Rom. viii. 18, 19. 1 Cor. ii. g.—xv. ge, &c. 2 
Cor. iv. 19, Ke. . I, &c rü. 2, &c. 1 Jo. iii 2. muy | 
believer's death may be conſidered as Cxr1sT's coming to fet 
him home, comp. Rev. i. 18. Heb. it. 14. The prixe is ge- 
nerally well liked, but the way to it offends many. Excef 
of grief makes people unwilling to learn, as well as forget 
The ignorant and inconſiderate are moſt apt to be overwhelm- 
ed. A part of neceſſary truth, at firſt, muſt be ae, from 
' weak minds; to render 5 impreſſion, in the iſſue, deep 
and laſting. Confidence, from long experience, removes all 
ſuſpicion. Walk in the ynalterable way; believe the infalli- 
ble truth; hope for and aſpire to everlaſting life. They nei- 
ther have ſo much ability, nor are their words ſo much to be 
depended upon. To underſtand CHRRIST's power, virtue, 
nd truth, is properly to ſee and know him. When curioſity 
beads to the knowledge of Gon, he himſelf condefcends to gra- 
tify it, $. C. ® Conſider the laſt Reflection. Things, which 
for the preſent are grievous, are often moſt needful, moſt ad- 
vantageous. A few weak illiterate apoſtles did, what the wiſ- 
eſt philoſophers, orators, and kings never could, Acts ii. 38. 
iv. 31.—X. 44. 1 Pet. iii. 19. * Repeated and ftrong affirm- 
ations ſerve to confirm hope, comp. Acts i. 5. M xvi. 17, 
18. The moſt ſenſeleſs deceiver would not have ſybjected 
himſelf to ſo ſpeedy a detection. He would have propheſied 
on any thing ſooner, than of ſupernatural effects immediately \ 
to ſucceed his death. Familiar converſation ought to be the 
ſchool of learning. Amidſt the grandeur of his exalted ſtate, 
Cunisr regards his humble followers upon earth; and ever 
appears under the character of their advocate and friend. 
What condefcenſion is there in this, to human weakneſs ? S. C. 
The thought of Gop as a Father is well fitted to diffuſe a ſa · 
cred and laſting pleaſure through the ſoul, 1 Jo, iii. 1, &c. 


e n ME Up Ge. We 


Cnrr3TIAaNITY is endeared to us, from the proſpect it af- 
 fords of recovering our dead friends. Religion is the onl 
prop, by which we can be reaſonably ſupported ; the only £: 
compaſs, by which we can fail through the tempeſtuous ſea of 
life. They who have fellowſhip with Cuz1sT in ſuffering, ſhall 
have fellowſhip with him in glory, 2 Tim. ii. 11, &c, Things 
either are, or ſhall be, as they ſhould; ſince there is a Gop of 
in poſſible good and perfection in the univerſe. It * oy 
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invites, but entices our thoughts to a better world, that CnRIS 
our friend is there before us Topics of conſolation need no 
pomp of words. Love 1s 8 ſenſible; and hence ten- 
der reproaches do ſometimes ariſe from it. Religion inſtructs 
to reconcile paſſions with reaſon, and pleaſure with duty. We 
thould maintain and defend that ſtation Gop hath aſſigned us. 
The hour of departure riſes upon the ſoul, in ſweet and near 
proſpect of going to a land peopled with our fathers, and our 
kindred, and the friends of our youth, 8. C. Our ſpirits do 
then mingle with theirs, 8. C. 1 | 


Seœcr. 401. * Tyr, moſt intimate of all conjunctions is that 
of the mind and heart. Love can do nothing againſt the be- 
loved; but doth ſweeten, and make the moſt diſhcult duties 
eaſy, 1 Jo iy. 10.—v. 3- CHRIS comes and manifeſts him- 
dell by his grace. It is of the nature of true affection to give, 
transform, unite, and ſubject. Grant, good Gop, that my 
love of thee may exprels itfelf in the faith, love, and obedi. 
ence of thy bleiled Son Jesus! and I beſeech thee, be daily 
adding fewel to this holy fire]! 4 They who eſteem truth pro- 
perly, ſhall become ſtil more and more acquainted with it. 
»Cnxis er's appearance to the apoſtles and others, after he roſe 
from the 3 was an earneſt of all this; and, likewiſe, of 
his perfect manifeſtation to the ſaints in heaven, comp. Job 
xxxiv. 29. Col. i. 20. We love to meet our own likeneſs. 
He who lofes the friendſhip of Ixsus, loſes all. The hardeſt 
and moſt unpalatable proofs of our virtue, do beſt declare the 
fincerity and fervency of our friendſhip, comp, Eph. iii 17. 
The comforts of grace are to be waited for with zeal, but not 
with impatience. f To know the moſt clearly manifeſted ſpiri- 
tual things, there muſt be fpiritual eyes, comp. Jo. xiti 26, 31- 
How. divinely condeſcending ! In ſuperiors, it argues what is 
both pleaſing. and uſeful, ſee Mat. xi 25. Jo. vi. 44 The 
more we pradlile religion, the more we ſhall be animated and 
ſtrengthened by diving aids. A contrary {tate is baſe and ha- 
zardous, comp. 1 Cor. iii 19. To eſtimate as Gop doth, is 
our greateſt duty, and higheſt perfection. There can be no 
communion, no. converſe, without love; which is a nature, 
not a notion, or rapture, or extaſy, or mere mechanical thing. 


Vets VVV 
Tx three great qualities of friendſhip ought to be, unity, 


goodneſs, and truth. Such do multiply bleſſings, and divide 
my Ys f N PF yy. croſſes, 


\ 


trofſes. To ſouls filled with love and grace, nothing is im- 


practicable, nothing difficult, comp. Jo. x 28 1 Pet. i, 24. 


Affection diſdains to put up with low attainments is the per- 
fection of both pleaſure and ſtrength; and can never reſt, but 
in it's infinite divine original. We ſhould incorporate princi- 
ples and rules of our religion, into the complexion of our 
minds. The ſweets of piety conſiſt in a mind at large from 
the world; and the friendſhip and familiar converſation of 
Gop. Likeneſs of manuers is it's ſtrongeſt cement, comp. Lu. 
'xxiv. 32, &c Rev. i. 17. Meltings of affection, and flames 
of love, are indeed delightful; but they do not conſtitute pi- 
ety,'S. C. Proceed in the way of uprightneſs, and you may 
have confidence, comp. Ifa. Ixvi. 7. Jo. vi. 26. 


Scr. 402. By degrees and order, the ALMIGHTY pro- 
cceds in every diſpenſation. ® Salutations uſually are made 
with little or no cate, and far leſs activity to confer what they 
wiſh; whereas the heart and ability of CHRISr are one, the ſame 
way as in Gen. xii. 2.—xxiv. 1, &c —xxvi. 12, &c Peace with 
God, ourſelves, and mankind, is a ſure ſpring of ſolid and laſting 
happineſs. - Oh, bleſſed calm, like that of the upper regions; 
which the winds, and clouds, and vapours below, cannot in- 
feſt or diſturb ! The peace of CHRIST is formed, from ſteady 
patience, in attending to his words, and following his direc- 
tions. © Love of grief ought to be wiſely tempered. There is 
a ſatisfaction in diſcovering the latent affection of thoſe whom 
we eſteem ; and in the hope of being remembered, 8. C. Fu- 
ture glory and happineſs is ſolacement unſpeakable, ſee 1 Theſ. 
iv. 13, &c. There is a mixture of paſſion and ignorance in the 
beſt. ' Let us rejoice in the happineſs of our now glorified and 
exalted Redeemer. Pure love is rational and generous. O 
Gop, looſen my heart from this world; and make me very de- 
firous to go home when the way is open? I would wait for 
thee, more than they that wait for the morning! 4 The near- 
er to him, the more both of glory and bliſs, ſee Jo. xiv. 12, 

15 No worldly ftorm can undo him, who hath this peace 

CnRIs- T. Chriſtian fellowſhip, therefore, ought to be 
ſtrong, and inviolable. This valedictory ſpeech has in it a no- 
ble ſimplicity, an admirable conciſenefs, and highly proper to 
the occaſion. CHRIS H was not forced to die, nor for any 
fault of his own, Jo. x. 17, 18.—xiii. 18. In Cunssr's 
dame, and after his example, let us conflict with the tempter ; 

and we ſhall be ſure to partake of his triumph. | 


— 
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GSov is more than all relations, to thoſe who want them. 
Tell weeping and good relatives, we ſhall ſee one another a. 
gain ſhortly, comp. Pfal. cxxvi. 5, 6. They are to be loved in 
Gop; readily quitted and forſaken for him Whatever is love. 
ly even in children, may be enjoyed in Gop after their death, 
as if they were alive. A man dies, as often as he loſes friends. 
How happy are they, whom death tranſlates to heaven z and 
frees from the ſtroke of lamenting friendſhip ? Feelings known 
only. to ourſelves, command attention, 8. C. Were d ying 
parents, in the ſolemn hour of ſeparation, to awaken. a fo 8 
of Gop and immortality in the minds of children, it would 
make an indelible impreſſion. 8. C. a FI 


Sect. 403. Jo. xv. i, &c. | 


Tus praiſe of all Cuxkis x's benefits are, therefore, to be 

_ afcribed unto him. To a mild and benevolent temper, even 
animate objects, the beauties of nature, the ſkies, the groves, 
the fountains, communicate unuſual pleaſure ; and of a quality 
too refined, to be reliſhed by vulgar, or malignant ſpirits. 
 b Gop judicially afflits falſe profgſſors, by removing his word 
and ordinances or leaving them to a reprobate undiſcern- 
ing mind, ſee Tit. i. 16. Jam. ii. 14, &c. Gop's method is 
to have long patience, before he cuts off. © Uſeleſs excreſcen- 
ces hinder fruitfulnefs ; as do vain human imaginations about 
religion. Even crofles and afflictions are ſalutary to the righ- 
teous. The more exalted the honour to which we have been 
advanced, the more ought we to endeavour worthily to per- 
form duties. One of the nobleſt rewards Gop can beſtow on 
former acts of obediencc is, to maks the ſoul yet more holy, 
and fit for more eminent fervice. * Where intentions 0 
revailingl and laudable, Gop accepts and aids, fee 
Mat. 150. 45 y who conform to this rule, ſhun: every | 
ſtep that would injure the unity of the church. © This believed 
and received affeCtionately, is the grand efficacious mean, Lu. 
viii. 15. Jam. i. 18. Jo. xvii. 1 They who leave all to grace, 
without the uſe of means, caſt the blame of their guilt upon 
God, comp. 1 Jo. iii. 3. This will always and ſurely be 
known, by reſemblances of Chriſt. 5 Honeſt conftant endea-⸗ 
yours never are without fruit. Deſertion of CHRIS r is, for 


molt part, gradual. It will be found, that in proportion 5 . 
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the degree in which our glorious evangelical ſcheme is reeeiv- 
ed and reliſhed, the intereſts of true virtue and holineſs flou- 
fiſh.” When we meet with thoſe who are guilty, we ſhould 
humble ourſelves, with this reflecxion, that man of himſelf is 
incapable of doing any thing conſequential. The difference 
between apoſtates and abſolute' ſtrangers to the goſpel-cove- 
nant, is very great. It would be injuſtice to puniſſi, for what 
is impoſſible to be done. It is moſt delightful and encourag- 
ing, to tegard CARISsT always as the head, from whom life 
and vigour are derived. People do often die ſpiritually,” who 
live bodily, ſee 1 Tim. v. 6. * Arguments of terror may be 
of uſe, where others are ineffectual. Deliberate apoſtates for- 
feit all grace, protection, and bounty, from ChRIST, ſee 
Ezek. xv. 2. | Petitions of a temporal kind are ever to be qua- 
lified by regard to the glory of Gon, and life everlaſting, Pſal. 
xxxvii. 5, 6. We cannot᷑ be mote zealouſſy diſpoſed to act, 
than God is pleafed and ready to grant. Good works do 
conſtitute an image of Gon, and likewiſe ſecure to him praiſe 
from men. We muſt keep in mind the things which we be- 
keve, and execute that which we remember. 1 
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| Daxctxovs miſtakes in judgement, worfhip and p Aice} 
 trery ſincere, believer wilt be freed from. The amel 
may be diſcernible at the time, when the grace which comes 
along with it cannot. In prayer, we ought not to yield to un- 
delieving fuſpicions. When we are deſtined to any important 
work, Gop will ſupport us. Our chief end and happineſs _ 
both is, to preſerve and cultivate this ſacred friendſhip. Then 
you have heard of a thing often enough; when it has paſſed in- 
| b 2 principle,” and makes a conſtitution of mind, andꝭ is ſeen 


SECT. 404. * What can be more reaſonable, than to lobe 
him whom the Father loveth? As alſo, to retufn love for 
lore? comp. Lu. xi. 42. Jo. v. 42. 1 Jo. ii. 5, 15. With true 
believers and their Loxp, there is a kindred of hearts and in- 
elinations, which reſts not at eſteem, but proceeds to good? 
will, and at length arrives at invatiable love: This is'that which 
rn to the ſummit of true virtue. Both his and the Fa- 
$ love were expreſſed in the ſharp and long conflicts which 
he endured, Heb. ii. 10. » Love is at once the cauſe of obe- 
tence, and the ſign; or effect of it, Jo. xiv. 15. Sr” | 
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* 


naturally painful, become eaſy and pleaſant, by xeaſon of u 5 
and of great'theouragements. * Love is peculiarly requiſite, 
to found and edify the church; therefore moſt binding in ſea- 


| ſons of ſore trouble. Why boggle at a croſs, which leads di- 
_ -reQly'to a crown? comp. 2 Tim. ii. xi. 42. M viii. 38. Gal, 


v. 24. Who would not be ambitious of reſembling. their 


Lon ? , Other loves may, and often take their riſe from ſelf; 


whereas this muſt be perfectly diſintereſted, Rom. v. 6, &c. 
Jo. x. 15. In all caſes, the glory of Gon, and intereſt of truth, 


mould be neareſt out hearts. 5 How honourable, and bow 


profitable, is ſuch a relation ? comp. Rom. v. 8, &c. 1 Jo. ii. 
19, 18. Servants who rather fear as love, are not to be fa- 
-miliatly truſted. They who are taught by CRIs r, will have 


5 no need of, nor will they incline to ſeek after any teacher | 
Pelal. exix 32, The nature of love is ſociable. Promotion 


of intimates, when it is in our power, argues great friend{hip. 
They who do much good to others, cannot loſe. it by them- 
ſelves. What more eaſy than to aſk; and what is not the Fa- 
ther ALMIGHTY able to 6:ért ET Re go. 


GENERA L 


Lovx, Ae biber affections, deals not in Hon narrowing | 
diſtinctions; eſpecially where haſte is requiſite, comp Rom. 
ix 3. Life everlaſting will compenſate any loſs. To have 


friends, is a kind of fecond being. The beft way to have 


them, is to make them by the charm of good offices. Behold 


in CuxasT the very ſublime and triumph of friendſhip ! Have 


no predilection in favours of one more than another; except on 


account of ſuperior merit. A friend ſhould have liberty, both 


to ſpeak. and reprove. It is but little CHRIST hath of us, if 


he have not all. The communication of ſecrets is x mark of 
the greateſt intimacy, and mutual complacence. | 

Scr. 205. * Exanyte may be urged, where there is ns 
vain-glory. None are ſo weak, but mutual love will make 


them ſtrong; nor any things ſo grievous, but it will make de- 


lightful. They who ſuffer from common hatred and perſecu- 
tion, ſhould be cloſely united among themſelves. - Pleaſure is 


inſeparable from benevolent affections; and is an eaſy return 


to CHRISr's love for us all. No caſe ever was, or can be, 
| ſo difficult as CHR IT'S was. Contradiction paſſes for an af. 
front; becauſe it condemns another's judgement, To _ 
TE gs * oa again 
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{ the ſtream, is certainly to expoſe ones ſelf. They are 
the world; who ſeek for, and uſe it as their portion. If 
this were loved leſs,-we- ſhould find it leſs difhcult to live a 
Chriſtian life. The friendſtüp of the ALMiGHTY is the only. 
thing which can truly bleſs men. 4 Similitude of life and man- 
ners leads to love and ſtrict friendfhip. .. Nothing lefſens more 
the ignominy of ſervies, thancthe dignity of a maſter who is 
always bountiful, has a tender care of his ſervants, and never 
fails to reward them. CHR is perſecuted in his own. 
Make not things worſe by imprudences and bigotry. CRS 
will be eſteemed, from the excell=nce of his conſtituent. Some 
are ignorant, only becauſe they will not learn. Sin, commit 
ted againſt elear and ſtrong light, expoſed in it's moſt 
odious colours, Rom. ii 12, & o. A king is hated and deſ- 
piſed, in his ambaſſadour. They whom Go hateth, ſtand, 
daily and hourly expoſed: to his wrath. Ignorance of him lies 
at the bottom of all unrighteouſneſs. Revelation hath revived 
the law of nature in à more clear and effectual manner; which 
proves it's neceſſity. Strengthen. me, O my Gop, unto the 
uy and effecłual belief of this propoſition';z that I may dread} 
ith horror, to be accounted a hater of thee | > Who gan for- 


I 
ive one who Hateth him hom he knoweth, and hath found to 
beneficent ? Deiſm leads imperceptibly to atheiſm, Acts v. 
39 Oh, lamentable degeneracy of rational faculties, to whom 
ove itſelf is hateful! The apoſtles were men of integrity, 
plain good ſenſe, and ſufficiently numerous, Acts v. 32.—1. . 
21, 22. comp. with As x. 42. —il. 32. —iv. 20. 2 Pet. i. 16. 
1 Jo. i. 1, The more that ChRIisr and his cauſe are known, 
8 EN E R A L. | 
| Farewps, on a religious account, may and ought to expect 
oppoſition z which itſelf is a degree of conſolation. They arg 
moſt to be pitied, whom the world doth-moſt flatter. and fa+ 1 
our. Even ſignal benefits do not always overcome oruel pur- , 
_ poſes. The very fight of the good is a partial puniſhment to 
their enemies, ſee Wiſd. ii. 12. The Gon of truth and hoe 
Imeſs wilt not give ſuch atteſtation to an impoſtor, as would be 
an invineible temptation. Evidence comes too late, where the 
mind is violently prepoſſeſſed Deiſts would take away the 
moſt powerful incentives to virtue, and rob the world of all it's 
comforts, When a man has no religion, it is becauſe he will 
have none; becauſe he finds his account in it; and ſuſfers his 
Wehe FF ˙ Wade under- 
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underſtanding to be impoſed upon. There never was, not wi 
be found a perfect certainty upon the ſide of irreligion, 53 
remain in doubts, is unworthy of a rational creature; beſides 
It's being a ſtate moſt uneaſy and diſm ll. 
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 *'Tx0vBLEs: may and ought, as much as poſſible, to be fore- 
ſeen, without anxiety. If all be right within, the ſevereſt cen; 
res of buſy curious men will make no deep impreſſion. True 
honour and delight is that which cometh from Gon. A mark 
of great integrity in CHnIsr. Dangers ought not to withdraw 
us from an 4 profeſſion of the truth. Devices. of unbelief 
will not prevail in the end. Blind religious fury is an object 
of pity. A good cauſe, and the example of Chr18T, are great- 
ly invigorating. What cannot be lawfully ſhunned, muſt be. 
patiently endured. Severe and — 2 trials are by 
- much 15 moſt intolerable, and often fatal, comp verſe 13. 
Mat. x. 16,—xxiv. 9. If now he was particular in deſcribing 
the nature of afflictions, ſo was he, in adminiſtering ſuitable 
.comforts. - All things are not fit for all times and circumſtan- 
ces. The worſt of vices are often coloured out with the pre- 
tence of godlineſs. Moſt grievous it is to the innocent, to be 
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Tnx true profeſſion of the goſpel is ſeldom or never an eaſy 
yoluptuous thing. An error of mere judgement is always pi- 

| fable, and always got the better of, in eſſentials. The no- 

bleſt natural diſpoſitions and virtues, may be abuſed to the ve- 

ry purpbſes they were intended to prevent. Conſtaney of mind 

is eſſential to ſucceſs. It is founded in knowledge. Even the 

loweſt ſtates of life are capable of iit. 


CFF 
Son. 400 Fw of mankind are anxious to know diſtinct- 
ily what doth concern them moſt. Sorrow is not to be ad- 
ded upon ſorrow. When it ſtupifies, then it becomes critni- 
val. The diſpenſations of Gop ſhould be diligently ſtudied. 
Wbat begins in grief, may iſſue in great rejoicing. In the 
very worſt of caſes, cures and medicinal. relief. may be had. 
Comp. 1 Pet. it. 1, &c. 4 The natural affections of people 
r ee 
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| Preſent heavineſs is often the beſt mean of future 


Divine wiſdom chuſes by degrees to advance his people to 

perfection. Pious ſouls endeavour what they can, to become 
meet for heavenly benefits, It was alſo for the honour- of 
their LoxD 3 which would rejoice a heart of pure friendſhip 
towards him. Obſtinate unbelief imports in it all other fins. 
Reſiſtapce of the ſpirit in miraculous powers is quite inexcu- 
fable. How amazing was the _ progreſs, in face of ſo 


Sxcr. 408. * A Goop maſter is ever careful to adapt him- 


to the underſtanding and ſtrength of his diſciples, | 1 Cor. 
n Kc. Heb. v. 11. A general view of the whole Chrif- 


tian ſcheme, enables the mind to form à truer judgement of 
the ſeyeral parts; and a diſtinct ſurvey of all the parts, is no 


leſs neceſſary to a right comprehenſion of the whole. Every 
proper mean muſt be made uſe of toſweeten truth. We ought 
not to miſtake fimple opinions, for articles of faith; which 
need only a clear and fimple expoſition, What we know till, 
is little, in compariſon of what we are ignorant of. Bleſſed 
js the man, whom truth doth teach, by a full and familiar com- 


' munication of itſelf. d The ſpirit did not over- rule, but 


en the underſtanding of the apoſttes. What they knew not 


before, % ereng knew perfectly, and delivered in their 


writings... Whatever they haye not diſtinctly taught in write 
ug not S fp.r Pehegiet pong bi 


_ SECT. 409- * IT is good to imitate ſo excellent a Teacher, 
in this kind of humanity. Great ſorrow hinders quick gdiſcern- 
ment, and needs to be often reminded. What an alteration, 
afterwards, did the Spirit make in them? d The whole truth at 
once, would have quite overwhelmed them; and, therefore, 


he only prepares for it, by what is general. In 8 
are to riſ- 


buoy ourſelves up, by the hope of better times. 


tians have no reaſon to envy the world it's joys and triumphs. 


Jo add in-lawful wedlock to the number of the human race, 
and of near and dear relations, is a high honour. - They are 
happy, who can | purchaſe long comfort with ſhort ſorrow. 
With what pleaſure may true believers renew their viſits to that 


throne of the Father, through a compaſſionate interceſſor? 
Mal. Iziü, 8. Joy is proportioned to former deſpondency. 
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enpunv is the blackeſt and moſt irreparable of crimes, 
The more weighty an accuſation is, the more clear ought: 
the proofs to be. While we learn from an r 
drew our paſſing ſtate, we ſhould be led, by attachment, to 
transfer the world to them, and to rejoice in their joy, 8. C. 
The ſpirits of the juſt made perfect, will review with enlighten.. 
pra ee, _—_ 8 nees of a parents 
care and love, in e things which now puzzle and perplex, 
and aflick him, 8. S. | REP v6 
Sec. 410. * Greer; joy ſhakes off all fear of mind. 
What can be more eaſy than to aſk of à father? * Canisr, 
by his ſpirit, comforts more than he did by his-bodily preſence. 
Hence we ought to learn mutual condefſeenſion./ © A firong 
conſolation, comp. Deut vii. 12. Gal. ili. 9, 10. What were 
preſented by CHRIS r, in the days of his fleſh, are Kill ſuffiei- 
ent, Heb. ix. ara comp. Heb. v. J, 8, 9. Rom. v, 6, &e, 
ini 32. e true and proper object of Chriftian faith, 
Love opens to'it's fincere friends, and guards againſt dan- 
gers. Great temptation'is the proof of genuine faith, Jam. i. 
2 Kc. PaternaV affection is never ſurer, than in midſt of 
deep folitary fufferiugs and death, Jo. x: 19. Human friend- 
ſhips arc precarious. + Converſe with Gop is our beſt equiya- 
Jent.” * In Ener alone, we find the ſum of all our wiſhes 
and defires. Spiritual ſatisfaction is true happineſs. u Fo fol- 
low CHRisr in patient endurance of trouble, is the way to 
meet with him in glory, Rom. viii; 17,066, 2 Tim, li 11, &c, 
compi 1 Pet i. 21. 1 J&.'v; 4, 5. He overcame not for him- 
elf only, but for his own, by acqufring power for them, ſee 
x: Cor, Au. 57. 1 Jo. iv. 4. -v. 5. He who! appoints for us 
our trials, knows heſt what is good for us. Let Chriſtians paſs 
on to à chearfal aſſurante. When we triumph over the world, 
Vs poſſeſs the greateſt riches,” in the midſt of indjigence 5 we 
find true liberty; we live with Go; are inflamed with the 
love of him and have no leſs hopes than that of poſſeſſing lim 
for ever. Sbew in u chearful countenance, the joys of a+ good 
conſeienee, and the charms of virtue Perfect ſecurity, and 
entire ſatisfaction, are not conſiſtent with the ſtate of man in 
_ this prefent world: + The future liſe alone deſerves our beſt 
love; comp. Lu. xii. 15.— vii. 2. Rom Xiv. 17. Jo. iv. 23 
He who is united fo CHRisr, and lives above worldly paſſions 
and ſolieitudes, enjoys à kind of heaven upon earth. 2 
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fai do nous gift of grace with humility; thanks and watch- 
fulneſs oe — Hadſt thou = before us, blefled 
Lon Jusvs, what heart could . aan * 
Sous and . OCT 
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- Hz alone ts the true comfort of the ſoul, ho alone dn fill 
and exceed it's largeſt defires, If. lvii. 21. Peace is gained by 
in equal compoſure, and a religious temper of ſoul, P{,-xxxvis. 

the fruit of labour, of many conflifts, often and ſharp ſuf- 
3 Every thing ſhould be eſteemed, in proportion as it 
tends to the fountain of all good, Pf. Iii. 25,—iv; 6, &. 
1 Jo. ii. 17. Religion i is a univerſal remedy; which fortifies 
the mind in diſgrace ; diſſipates cares ʒ N — 4 
rts pains of want, flekneſa, terror, and death. | 
ing will remain, though the world be diſſolved. en ad and 
improve the comforts. - Maintain ſacred fell Die 


ENT 


the world. Keep at an awful diſtance from fin, of 
1 2 wn. or Wig 
f 3541343; 
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ser. 411. - Jo. wile, 4. 


A SIGN of juſt confidence, ſee Lu. xvii. 19 | Pragur 
A. is the language of dependance and diftreſs. How 
comfortable, how edif this, of Unis 
temper both towards v and his people? A model alſo of 
his interceſhon in heaven, comp. Num. vi. 23, 24. Through- 
out the whole of it, = character of dignity is kept up- A 
great mark of intimate union. Who but a father conid give what 
is here aſked ? And who, fave an 3 ſon, ſit to re- 
cave theſe ble 5 At preſent, he pointed out the certain 
2 3 Jo. v. 3), 39 xiv. 6. 4 All other ſaving k no 
| 0 d in theſe. Through — alone 
r communicate his bleſſinga, Ph. n. #4, 4 
ſtrong 4 for being heard in prayer is, to do our duty, 
| or to ſeek Gop's glory in every thing. The Jewiſh writers 
fay, that their law. was before the world. What an am 
view of Cyris 7's divine excellence? Our beayenly 


may 


6 K#friroerions of TAE 
may be conſidered, as ultimately eoncentering in the honor 


the Apoſtle and high Prieſt of out proféſſion, is one of the ma- 
ny particulars in which the doctrine of mediation correſponds 
to human nature, 8. C It is a bond of union with Issus, 
and a pledge of the continuance of his love, 8. C. 


ànd ſervice of AL menrr 'Gop. The interceſſion of JIxsus, 


xc. 412. As a father, Gop was not ſo familiar/even 


to the Jews, Jo. i. 12. Eph. iii. 14, 15. How relieving} +» 
It is the will of Gor, that no man ſhould periſh, ſee 1 Tim. ii. 
4. 2 Pet. iii. 9. 2 Th iti, 2. Yet none are faved againſt their 
will, Jo. vi. 44, 45. —ili. 19.—ii. 17. By the goſpel; Go 
ſeparates ſuch, from thoſe whoſe heart and ſoul is in the world, 
ſee Jo. x. 26, 27. Acts xviii. 10.—xiii. 46, 48: Crimes 
from mere weaknefs, ſurpriſe, and ſtrength of | temptation, he 
doth not impute to them, ſee ver. xii; The importance of the 
apoſtolical teaching is fitly determined by the great and ever- 
"Laſting iſſues of it. Our nobleſt principles of divine ſervice 
ure gratitude: and loye. © No fuch mean of knowing Gop, 
before this, ever was. f The caſe of fuch; then, was moſt pe- 
culiarly pitiable, ſee 1. Jo. v. 19. Jo. xiv. 17. Friendſhip is 
ſuſtained and elevated, by mutual interceſſion. 5 He might af- 
terwards be uſeful to great multitudes of them; and, upon 
repentance, ſo might even his preſent p̃rayers be, comp. If. Iii. 
12. Lu. xxiii. 34. Jo. xvii. 20. Mat. xxlit. 37. 2 Pet. iii. 9. 
1 Tim. ii 4. Ezek. zxviti.32.—xxxiii. 11. 1 Tim. ii 6. 1 Jo. 
ii. 2. Like prayers of a miniſter. for the people to whom he 


miniſters, lead to tenderneſs and condeſcenfion, comp. Eph. 


ni. 14, Kc. „Between Gon and man, who des not wonder 
at the intimacy of communion ? It is pleaſant, to dwell up- 
on the ſound of a father's name. Pity them, G Father, as or- 
phbaned children] It ever muſt ſupport, and encourage the 
good, to think that ſuch a friend intereſts himſelf in the conti- 
nuance and progreſs of his virtue, 8. C. Such holineſs of Gon, 
both in nature and will, is the proper ground of all veneration 


: and worſhip, ſee 1 Pet. i. 15. Pf. Kxi. 72.— bexvili. 41. If. 


vi. 3. How wiſely choſen is the epithet, when praying for 
others, to be kept pure and uncorrupted ? ſo, Rom. xv. f. 
Prov. xviii. 10. Rev. ii. 3. * He could turn away danger from 
them, or ftrengthen them inwardly, Rom. xi. 20. Chriſtian 
unity, like the bundle of arrows, is not eaſily broken; and 
' ſhould moſt of all be ſtudied by thoſe who are in teaching of- 
fice. It ſhould be both real and great, like that of the father and 
the ſon. By prayer for the abſent, ene ins preſence of 
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im who ſecs at once the thoughts of every heart; S. C. Trutli 
ken who 4 | ROY 


contemplated confirms it to .raiſes in it veneras 
tion. Hence, ſee how dear the faithful are to CyxisT! *- 
The doctrine of the goſpel agreeth not with the looſe and cars 
nal deſires of . Men of truth are deſirous of heavens 
ly things above every other. Whoſoever they be, who follow 
cloſe, plain, pure goſpel doctrine, are ſure to be hated, evil 
ſpoken of, and hideouſly perſecuted.  * As the day of fuffer< 
ing is, ſo are the varieties and ſtrength of divine aids. How 
judicious was it, thus to pray in the hearing of the. apoſtles ? 

Probity with our divine Loxp will balance numerous and 

eat infirmities. How much need is there of a humble jeas 
Fuß over our on hearts, even in the midſt of great ſpiritual 
advantages ? Jude 24. Prayers for things temporal, ought 
ever to be limited by previous determinations of Gon concern- 
ing them. * The more we eſteem, love, and hide the 'ſcrips 
ture word in our heart, the more we ſhall become piouſly and 
morally fruitful, ſee Jo. x. 27, 36.1 14, 17-—iv. 23: Di- 
vine truth is the true light of the ſoul; and life of Gop's.peos 
ple. By the death of CHRIST, ratifying his diyine doctrine, 
we are rendered more holy, Heb. x. 10, &c, What, in hu- 
man judgement, was a curſe, in that of Gon, was and 
acceptable, Eph. v. 2, &c. They can never purely preach thg 
goſpel to others, who are ſubject to worldly affeCtiong, _ __ 


. 
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_ To ſorſake the intereſts of truth deliberately, is horrible and _ 
ſure perdition, ſee 2 Theſ. ii. 3. Mat. xxiii. 15. 2 Sam. viii. 
12. The goſpel doctrine is plain and eaſy to be underſtood of 
all, Nothing that flows from God can be trifling or indiffer- 
ent. When meditated upon with due reſpect, the goſpel truth 
ſhews itſelf to be the language of Heaven; while it enhvens the 
mind, it warms, edifies, and comforts; the ſoul. In an evil 
age, ſomething more is wanting than farſt principles, or mere 
alphabet religion. That which doth not ſanctify a man's mind, 
br make him better, doth not ſubſerve religion, 1 Pet. i. 24, 25s 
Truth is better manifeſted by holineſs, than by arguments; 


Sxcr. 413. * REL1G10N is the true bond of union; Schiſms _ 
diſgrace the Chriſtian church, and are à great aid to adverſa- 
ries, - The true church comprehends all who love the Lonn 
Jesvs in ſincerity. His reign is in the hearts of men, S. C. 
Belides being . brethren, they are fellow travellers to a land, 
„ 1 | wherg 


9 
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where ſtrife and contention, anger and debate, pride and 
| hypocriſy, ſhall prevail no more 8. C. How ardent was 
the love of Jesus to the public! How -conciliating | 
comp. Acts it. 43, 47- Avoid uſeleſs bitter. controyer. 
ſies. What a religion is this, which condemns even vicious 
inclinations z and ſupports mutual love by ſo many powerful 
arguments ? That which ſhews the force of belief, reflects a 
. conſpicuous honour upon the great founder of it. > Here muſt 
be an eternal freedom from malice and hurt; a pure, affec- 
- tionate, and numerous affociation, ſee Heb. xii. 22, &c. Ly, 
xxiii. 43. Believers, in ſome ſort, do already belong to this 
family, Mat. xvii 2. M. ix. 3. Lu. ix. 29. 2 Pet. i. 17, 18, 
By union of our hearts, we prove who makes us all one and 
the ſame body. O glorious day, which ſhall bring me to the 
full and infeparable enjoyment of my deareſt Lon v; when ſpi- 


ritual joy, and peace, and love, ſhall for ever abound ! Strength- 


en my faith, good Gop, and ſuffer me not to faint under the 
terrors and ſtruggles of my laſt trial! How different from 


What he once was? ſee 1 Cor. xv. 50. Ph. tit. 21. 1 Cor. xy. 


44, 45. Heb. i. 6. Ph. ii. 9, 10. Jo. xvii- 2. Mat xxviii. 18. 
Jo. v. 27. Acts xvii. 31. When the mediatidn is over, the 
ſweet remembrance and benefits will continue, comp. 1 Cor. 


Av. 24, 25. Our Loxp's interceſſion aſcends by degrees to 


the very utmoſt, comp. 2 Cor. v. 3, &c. Eph. i., 22, 23. The glo- 
ry of our Redeemer and friend, is the ſure pledge of our own, 
How modeſt is this manner] comp. Ph. ii. 9, &c Lu xxiv. 
46. Heb. ii. 9. Service much oppoſed, commends the faiths 
ful, comp. Acts xvii. 28. Rom. i. 19, &c. Jo. i. 3, 4.—iii. 

19. Sin is ever blinding. 5 The deſires of believers can ne- 
ver be fruſtrated. Thoſe who are meek, though unlearned, 


are fitter recipients of divine truth, than ſuch as are proud in 
wiſdom. We ſhould wiſh for friendſhips that will continue 


beyond the grave; when we ſhall have the pleaſure of meet - 
ing with, and knowing them. No impoſtor would have ſpo- 


* 


ken thus, being language quite beyond nature. 


FFF 


ConsewnT in doctrine, affections, works, and conſtancy, 


cannot fail to operate. To ſee. life and doctrine agree toge- 


ther, is wy conciliating. - Know where to ſtop, and decide 
not poſitively. From Chriſtian difſentions, infidels have been 


+ tempted to repreſent their religion as a calamity, Gal. v. 15. 
In the eyes of CnRISr, all the different orders of his prope 
| 7 5 | make 


d e 
*, 
> 
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make but one family. His goſpel, well underſtood, overthrows 
every Se& inclined to ſchiſm; or, which breathes a ſpirit of a- 
zimoſity. Perſecution multiplies hypocrites ; irreligion, alſo, 
through time Unity of faith requires not unity of policy, or 
cuſtom, or worſhip, or government, | 


* 


xcr. 414. Chrift's agony in the Garden ; Mat. xxvi. 36, &c. . 
M. xiv. 26, &c. Lu. xxii. 39, &c. Jo. xviii. 1. . 6 


Bums now collected in his might, he meets his foes. 


SECT, 415- * RETIREMENT and prayer are moſt neceſſary 
preparatives for ſuffering. By 'proving ourſelves, we know 
where our ſtrength, and where our weakneſs lies. How edi- 
fying is this example] Behold the man of ſorrows, with a cup 
of trembling and aſtoniſhment in his hand ! S. C. * They who 
cannot yet feel their wants as they ought to do, mult the more 
earneſtly be prayed for. We ſhould doubly guard thoſe 
things, upon which the happineſs of life depends. How 
honourable to the veracity of the Evangeliſts ! © Sudden and 
unexpected trials are the moſt hazardous. It is eaſier to wave 
the occaſion, than to get off with honour, when once engaged. 
Evil ſeldom or never comes alone. They whoſe love for pre- 
eminence was ſtrong, are now taught the way to be ratified, 
Mat. xx. 23. The moſt intimate friends have a claim to ſhare 
in our deepeſt ſorrows. To bear witneſs to the good conduct of 
another under agonſs and having a nigh view of death, may be 
very beneficial. at pleaſures and profits in vice, ought 
not we moſt willingly to ſacrifice to this? How ſubmiſſively 
ſhould we bear our own heavieſt griefs of heart? * The clear 
foreſight of evils is often more terrible than the evils them- 
ſelves. Peter was diſtinguiſhed by zealous attachment; James 
was his kinſman, and deſtined to be the firſt martyr to his. 
cauſe; John was the diſciple whom he loved, 8. C. The remem- 
brance of Mount Tabor is neceſſary to ſupport them now, 
8 C. Caisr's attention to the offices of friendſhip here, is 
ſublime, tender and delicate! He is willing, for a time, to 
ſpare his diſciples, 8. C. . ; 


G'EN K R A . ok 


We cannot flee from the rod of affliction, but we can fly 
ts Gop for ſuccour, comp. Jo. xii. 27. 1 Cor. x. 12. &c.. 
= L1z 5 


a \ 


, _ 
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They were waned up hereby, to the _— of reconcilia. 


tion, S. C. Scenes of ſorrow humanize'the heart, 8. C. E. 


very thing vain and ſenſual is ſhut out; all is tenderneſs ; and 


immortality opens, 8. C. It is good to feel thoſe awful im- 
preſſions, which the preſence of pain and death inſpires, S. C. 


- Sner. 416. * WHERE nature is not, truth is not. If we 


would give up ourſelves to Gop as ſervants and followers, we 
| 8 eſteem what Gop wills, to be better than what we will, 


y giving utterance to agony without reſerve, we receive re- 
lief. The ſorrows of CursT were fcenes of heroic virtue, 
as well as agony, which do ſooth and dignify him, S. C. The 
Chriſtian doctrine doth not require ſtoical apathy. How 
abaſing is the ſubmiſſion of CHRIST, to the proud ſpirit of 
man ? When our way is hedged by thorns, we ſhould remem- 
ber they are planted by a Father's hand. ® True and proper 
humanity in the Lorp _ acts as if the divine decree had 
been entirely hid from him; after which he expreſſes an im- 
mediate and complete ſubmiſſion to the will of Gop. His 


* 


| e e and agony of mind was extreme beyond deſcription, 
an 


and perhaps beyond imagination itſelf ! Conſider well the force 
pf Heb. xii, 2, 3. 2 Tim. ii. 11, &c. Jo. xiii. 21. Mat. xvi, 


. 


| T $5, 67, &c. Dan. ix. 24. M. xiv. 50. Acts Hi. 14. Deut. xiii, 


, &c: M.'xxyii 29, &c. All horrible images, and meeting toge- 
ther at once. Even the hero's mind is trqubled at the awful 
approach of battle, 8. C. In the conſtitution of Caxr13T, 
every ng was pure; and, therefore, his feelings muſt have 
been peculiarly quick. His generofity rendered it more fo, 
Lu. Xxiii. 27, 31. Jo. i. 11.—xiii. 1. Lu. ii. 35. Our ideas 
of miſery are more lively, than of happineſs. Things re- 
mote and ſpiritual, do not, in common, ſeize the affections. 


Erils after fatigue, come with a double force. Likewiſe be- 


. 


ing on the ſpot where we axe to ſuffer. The glory of Goy in 

ſupport, is often better manifeſted, than in delivering from 
afflictions. Logp, remove far from me the very deſire of 
that which cannot be obtained without my prejudice ! 


"BENERAL, 
| Covungce, which conſiſts in ſtrength, intrepidity and fierce- 


neſs only, is that of a tiger, and not of a man. Let perſons 


f great ſenſibility remember how becoming feeling is, 5. C. 
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en occaſions, for the ſake of ſaving others. The moſt perfect 
characters may fuffer. The bleſſed jzsvs is ſoon compoſed, 
Mat. xxvi. 53, &e. 1 Jo. iv. 2. Heb. v. 7; and thus fitted for 
his glorious exaltation. * _ | 


SgcT, 317. Tu neglect of means is a forfeiture of grace, | 


Attention and ſympathy are not always proportioned to trou- 
ble, 8. C. Pray with humility, and do with diligence. The 


paſt ſhould make us tremble for the future, Leſſer faults per- | 


| mitted, ought to cure men of preſumption. Certain delicate 
ſeaſons admit of no fluggiſhneſs. A deſire to preſerve life, 
with other animal paſhohs, are the great trials of human vir- 
tue, ſee Rom. viii. 3. 1 Cor iii. 1, 3. How mild the rebuke 
How kind the apology! Willingneſs, though weak, ſhould 
be allowed for, 8. C. A mind oppreſſed with anxiety and 
grief, is moſt fufceptible of injury. How criminal, in ſuch a 
caſe, to be cold and unkind ? The taſk that friendſhip requir- 


ed, was neither ſevere, nor expenſive. It is no ſmall part of 


their duty, who-miniſter in holy things, to be tender of erring 
GENER A I. 

Tur who imitate the gentleneſs of Car1sT, upon ſuch oc- 
eafions, are kind to themſelves. whd pray, without 


watching, and watch without praying, o but one half; that 


is, none to purpoſe. The faults of friends may be neatly 
touched, even whilſt we are commending them. As we 
in grace, by prayer and watchfulneſs, the love of ſin is mor- 


tified ; but death alone will put an end to temptation, and then 


will Chriſtian comfort and joy be full, S. C. 


Sec. 418. * Gop knows how to convert every delay to his 


har advantage. By means of earneſt importunity, the ſoul 
follows hard after Gon, 8. C. A true paſtor will divide his 


time and thought between attending on his flock, and the care 
of his own ſalvation. The 1 plainneſs of CHRIST 


in prayer, is an important leſſon. He attempts not, as an ora- 
tor, to perſuade by eloquence; but ſpeaks the native language 
of modeſt want. ® Here is delicate humility, conjoined to 
firm courage, which dignifies human nature. The cup is not 
removed, but the ſpirit 1s ſoftened to placid ſubmiſſion. O my 
heavenly Father, like this thy dear Son, may I be ſo perfectiy 
fwallowed up of thine, as to have no will of my own; no dil. 


* 


- 
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fereny. 


* 


may at times be enough. 
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ferent choice ! © Such a good ſhepherd can never forget his 
flock. We ourſelves carry about us, the very matter of our 


time and labour to effect. 


temptations. A ſmall neglect will ſoon undo what coſt much 


Scr. 419. * Uron this, and it's bleſſed fruits, depended 
the whale hope of victory. Let us not weary of imitating this 
pattern of | perſeverance, humility, and fimplicity, in prayer, 
They are often moſt ſeriouſly moved, who ſpeak leaſt z and yet 
there may be calls to much greater enlargement, as in Jo. xvii. 
t, &c. A fingle good thought, or phraſe, or motion of ſpirit, 

For our ſakes, as well as for his 
own, did this happen. They who ſeek Gop with holy perſe- 
verance, will in good time find his ſupports, comp. Pſ, xxx. 
6, &c. Perhaps the moſt ſublime, and rapturous contempla- 


tions of Gon, are not to be enjoyed, without ſome previous 


great trouble of mind, comp. Rev. ii. J. © See laſt Reflexions, 
cc Preſent danger will do more, v | often, than the moſt : 


| friendly and penetrating advice. See holineſs itſelf delivered 
into the hands of finners, and abhor all evil. The laſt uſe he 
makes of his liberty is, to rouſe and admoniſh his diſciples, 


Reflexion and prayer, even in the midſt of greateſt agonies, 
lead the mind to a firm compoſure, both naturally, and by ac- 


- quiring neceſſary divine aids, © Happy he, whom zeal and cha- 


rity lead forth te ſufferings and death! Every thing was free 

pon CHRIS 's part. That which the fleſh doth moſt dread, 
Loa for the glory of Gop, be earneſtly deſired by the ſpirit. 
Nor now, nor afterwards, does he betray any ſymptom of fear, 


or wearineſs ; but is ſerene and compoſed, as if nothing had 


zgitated hjs mind, 


1 g . 


Cc HA. XIV. 


Beer. | a>. Tefus is apprehendedfand led to Caiaphas ; Mat. 


XVM. 47, &c. M. xiv. 43, &c. Lu. xxii. 47, &c. Jo. xviii. 
. my ; 


= . A POSTATES no ſooner deſert the truth and friendſhip, 

4:6 than they put themſelves at the head of their moſt vi- 
alent oppoſers. There muſt needs be horrible natural dark- 
neſs, where JE8Vs is bound and taken, or ſuccsſsfully * 


> 


— 


HS TORT OF CHRIST: 41 


ed. What a baſe requital, to the confidence of a friend? 
4 There is no greater point of enmity, than a feigned kiſs- 
Such apparent affection has not the leaſt principle of honour - 
in it. How full of meekneſs and charity muſt the heart of 
Jesvs have been, to admit of this? and how will it condemn 
thoſe who cannot bear the ſight, or evil offices, of a repenting 
enemy? What is moſt fitted to amend, doth only the more 
harden ſome. . To imitate ſo meek and teachable a diſpoſition, 
argues faithful attachment to our divine Saviour. Every meau 

- to the laſt, is to be uſed for reforming the worſt of ſinners. 
Want of charitable ſucceſs ſhall not want it's reward in the end. 
Like Je$Us, may we ever endeayour to be recollected. 


G E NE N KG: 
La r us fear, in proportion to the holineſs of our ſtate and 
office. The greater our fall is, the leſs hope of recovery. E 
very falſe er ee of good may be compared to a kiſs of 
peace. Alſo, calumny ſpread abroad in ſoft language, and un- 
der deceitful pretences. Thus is the truth of the goſpel daily 
aſſaulted. There is none meeter to betray, than one who zea- 
louſly profeſſes to teach. Vice is moſt pitied, by thoſe who 
are freeſt of it. The inſtabilities of human friendſhip are to 
be numbered among the greateſt of human trials. Brevity is 
eferable to the moſt florid deſcriptions. ' Here gb 

left to conceive ſomething more, than words could expreſs. 


SecCT. 421. Hence they became inexcuſable, ſee PC. lx. 
4. Currsr, therefore, yielded up himſelf afterwards, and was 
not taken by force. Virtue fee always inſpires with fre- 
verence. Þ» They who have full power over themſelves, do en- 
ter the liſts with great advantage. In the clear and near view 
of ſufferings, his dignity is undiſmayed. He is more ſolici- 
tous of their eaſe and welfare, than his own like as in 1 Chr. 
xxi. 17; and that the fierceneſs of this ſtorm ſhould light onl 
on himſelf, Jo. x. 11. How much does this enlighten, and 
exalt the ſcene ! Calm and heroic ſtipulation ! Divine ſenti- 
ment! Generous friendſhip ! | FO PREG 

G E N ER A I. 

Tun magnanimity is beſt ſeen in troubles and diftreſs. - 

Conſternation is the natural reſult of folly and treachery. Bold- 


neſs ſtrikes terror. Love may be loſt, when reverence cans 
| Scr. 


not. 


3 
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 _ SrcT. 422. Hx is ſeized as a flave, in order to deliver us 
from bondage. We honour ſuch, confinement, when we en- 
dure like him; and in particular, when we charitably ſuffer 
with and for others. Nature teaches to repel force by force 
but Chriſtians are put under wiſe limitations. Here honeſt 
ood love was in an error, from not waiting orders. Think of 
the love, which made CHRIS drink his cup, 8. C. His enſu- 
ing drops of blood were coſtly tokens of it, S. C. 4 Human 
preſumption produces wild, irregular, and every way indiſcreet 
zeal; whereas Chriftian humility inſpires prudence, meekneſ;, 
and charity. That defence is moſt Chriſt-like, which pati- 
ently ſubmits, and renders good for evil. Heavy trials, ſup. 
ported with dignity; exhibit one of the nobleſt objects of con- 
templation. Thoſe. of CHRIST were dignified, both by the 
tneſs of them, and the great manner of endurance. A 
wiſtian, recollecting this, ſhould be aſhamed even at the will 
of revenge upon any man. Whoever thoroughly believes and 
truſts in ALMIGHTY love, enjoys a perfoct repoſe. Here was 
meek majeſty, auguſt divine power! Our Father's will ſhould 
be an anſwer ta all that nature can plead, Heb. xii. 9. 1 This 
* hecy has almoſt ever been veriſied, that drawing the ſword 
An . cauſe of his religion, would involve the good and bad, 
the perſecuted and perſecutor, in undiſtinguiſhed deſtruction. 
Our perfection and happineſs is, to ſubmit, like CHRIST, to 
ſollow the ordained croſs, and not repel. The ſcriptural plan 
of Gop's purpoſes ſhould be always before us. This fountain 
ef hope and comfort is ine xhauſtible, Lam. iii. 33. 


GENERAL 


—ITnxr hurt the beſt things, who act in a paſſion. People, 
then, have moſt need of a prudent admoniſher. Victory is of- 
ten better obtained by patience, than killing. To employ force, 
to propagate religion, is wholly unwarrantable. Men of bold 
ungoverned zeal, aſpire at things beyond their ſtrength; and 
expreſs more vehemence than conduct in their actions. Ma- 
ture deliberation leaves nothing to regret. Indiſcretions from 
paſſion and folly are often fatal. | | | 15 


*. 


StcT. 423. * How adorable is this tranquillity and meek- 
neſs! In the moſt captive ſtate, the ſoul may be free, and cha- 
rity active. Nothing but total inability ſhould hinder paſtoral 

. uſefulneſs. Where law has any ſuperior, government is im- 
perfect. Jesvs avoided confinement during life, for the ſame 
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teaſon that he now ſubmitted to it. In like circumſtances, and 
upon like principles, we are all the priſoners of God, and of 
CarisT 3. we declare their fulfilled will. A juſt man, bear- 
ing with fortitude the reproach and puniſhment of injuſtice, 
is a bright diſplay of virtue, S. C. In Chriſtianity, every mean 
of virtue is found, and every avenue to the heart is opened, 
8. C. © The effects of Gov's 7e are always infallible. 


8 EM E K 4 U. pos 


Wt vice is honouted, virtue will be deſpiſed. A Chri- 
tian ſhould know neither hatred, nor paſſion. Meditated cru- 
elties muſt have ſomie appearance of juſtice: 


| Sect. 424. * Currsr kiiows us better than we 1 our- 
ſelves. It is lawful for weak perſons to flee from trouble, who 

; have not ſome very ditect call to the contrary. Let us not de- 
pend too confidently on the friendſhip even of the very beſt 
men. How mortifying to the ſenſe of honour! This ſhews 
the power of CHRIST, and his great care of the Apoſtles, It 
was his will that he ſhould ſuffer alone 


Sxcr. 424. © How hümbling this, to one of ſo gteatpows 

er and innocente !- In all ages, truth is often condemned, de- 

ſerted — thoſe who are * N both to teach and defend - 

it. d He had ho confcience, and made a pretence only of th 

public good. The moſt certain of all teſtimonies, is that of an 

enemy. Human laws ſuffer none to be arreſted, without fome 

explicit and heavy accuſation. The whole ſubſequent form - 

of trial, therefore, was mere ſhew. Some mien would meddle « 

in every thing, and always engage inconſiderately, Prov. xi. 

14 -x. 11. Let cireumſpection combat againſt curioſity. Feat 

often betrayeth itſelf, by concern to be concealed. No divine 

= are promiſed to thoſe who create temptations for thems. 5 
ves. ' IC er 


Src. 426. and 327. See laſt Section: 

Secr 428. How weak are the moſt upright, when left 
fo themſelves t Mere human motives ought not to be yielded 
to, in caſes of danger, Purſuits, too eager, are rarely cautious; 
Even one indifcreet ſtep has very 7206 bad conſequences. 
Human preſumption is good for nothing, but to make the 
inner offend more outrageouſly. + e 
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"SECT. 429. Jeſus is queſtioned, and condemned ; Mat. xxx. 
59, &C..M, xiv. 55, &c. Lu. xxii. 66, &c. Jo. xvili. 19. 
Ear underſtands every one to be innocent till guilt is 

proved. In judges, want of comprehenſion, candour, and in- 
tegrity, is moſt blamable, comp. Jo. xi. 47. Expedience 
' «ought never to be heard, againft injuſtice. Here was real in- 
quiſition. Strict uniformity marks a good conſcience, and a 
: good cauſe. - Truth dreads not the light, comp. Mat. xiii. 36. 
en A iv, 10 Lu. xii. 13 Here he exemplifies his own wiſe doc- 
| trine, Mat. vii 6. They who love not truth, but lay ſnares for 
8 teachers of it, are unworthy and unfit to receive. Artful 
and enſnaring queſtions, put by religious miniſters and judges, 
argue a moſt malignant ſpirit, ſee Deut. xvii. 6. A reference 
to enemies, argues the pureſt innocence. Truth is to be de- 
fended boldly, but without bitter words. It is the privile 
of the accuſed, to be freely heard; and was, therefore, worthy 
of Cnnisr, comp. Mat xxiii. 4. The beſt things may be 
maliciouſſy interpreted. Queſtions harſhly and inſultingly ex- 
preſſed, are a diſgrace. Virtue | a a noble teſtimony, when 
party reſentment can give in no charge of crime. A ſtate is an- 
ſwerable for the bodies of r being in che cuftady of 
law. Defences are beſt, when ſimple and brief. Obſcurity 
in religion is the-ſubterfuge of impoſtors only. Injuries, un- 
der pretence of godlineſs, are, of all others, the greateſt and 
moſt difficult to bea. To refer people to proof, is becoming 
an innocent perſon. Private revenge, and under the eye of 
Ln wagiſtracy, is terrible, comp. Mat. v. 39: f It is a mark of 
: the. ſublimeſt wiſdom, never to be found in a paſſion ; and puts 
one above all vulgar impreſſions. Here, Ixsvs at once is pru- 
dent and pointed. Such charges as are vague and indiſtind, 
ought to be diſmiſſed, ſtigmatized. How mild is the expoſtu- 
lation] How compoſed ! 1 Pt. ii. 23. Remonſtrating ever 
- ſhould be without the leaſt mixture of ſourneſs, gall, or a ſpi- 
rit of rebellion. 58 17 FEY 
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_ © CanisT1An patience obliges no man to give up natural and 
legal immunities, to the will of tyrants. In heroic actions, ſin- 

— gularity is becoming; and nothing gone more veneration. 
Reaſon is very improperly anſwered by blows. They who 
bravely contend for freedom, ſhould have ready aſſiſtance. A 


humane 
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humane judge will endeavour to reclaim, rather than puniſh. 
Upon that great ſentiment of a Chriſtian Philoſopher, Res /t 
ſacra Miſer, a noble judge of our land has obſerved, that it is 
of more worth than many entire ſyſtems of law and theo- 


vey. 


8er 430. Tu ate of a country is dreadful, when the * 
higheſt in authority are moſt wicked. It is no ſmall humi- 
jiation, to ſee ourſelves deſerted by thoſe who are moſt obliged to 
defend us; but how much greater is it, to ſee them at the head 
of our enemies? Happy they, who follow CHR r, though at 
a diſtance, in the tm 793 of their heart. What can be ex- 
pected of a judge, who becomes a party z and is ſo much blind- 
ed by paſſion, that he cannot conceal it? Remember 1 Pet. 
i. 21. © Falſe teſtimonies are generally ſo ill framed, as to 
confound themſelves. By a wrong turn, the moſt holy truths, 
and innocent perfons, may be rendered odious. The great- 
eſt truths miſunderſtood, paſs frequently for blaſphemies ; and 
are the pccafion of diſturbances, and tranſports of paſſion, 
There is no kind of (perſecution whatever, which CHalsr has 
not ſuffered, fanQified, and conſecrated in his on perſon. 
Malice frequently overſttains itſelf, ſo as to clear-innocence. 
Truth itfelf deigns to be humbled by falſe witneſſes. There 
is a time to defend it, and a time to ſuffer in filence. Let us 
learn from CHRIS to endure not only calumnies, but the in- | 
juſtice done us at law. It is no ordinary moderation, to ne- 8 
giett taking advantage of a teſtimony found to be falſe 3 and to 
xr covering ſuch witneſs with ſhame and confuſion. CHRIS 
aſtoniſhes and confounds his judge, by filence, and patience, 
yet does not convert him. A calumny which deſtroys itſelf, 
needs no refutation. The way to allay popular guſts, is to be 
quiet; and to become victorious afterwards. þ | 


GENER A I. 


Taz cauſe of falſehood can aſſume a thouſand faces. That 
of truth is always conſiſtent. How many are there, who ſeem |; 
to interrogate truth, only to diſhonour and perſecute it? Be- 
fore we inquire, let us hearken to our own hearts, whether as 
of God and as of truth, we mean to profit. ' See Reflexions *, 

Section 432. Inferences from facts ought to be natural. 
What is aſſerted only to ſerve a preſent purpoſe, doth often 
lead to entangle people the more. Complainta hunted ys 
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wid; from a variety of caſes, are ever fuſpicious. Falſe 1 
palpable, and coolly affirmed, is moſt ſtrange. 


SECT. 431. WHEN once hatred has got poſſeſſion of the 
heart, it is as hard to be rooted out again, as to ſatisfy p 
that they are in the wrong. The multitude are always moſt 
pleaſed with violent meaſures. They never know where to ſtop, 
in their demands, and reſentments. General confuſtons regard 
8 neither diſcipline, nor command. ; hs. 


: SECT. 432. * ABvgING the name of him who is ever 

Ing truth, againſt truth itſelf, is now employed without a ſcru- 
ple] Truly hideous is the ſpirit of calumny. To people mad 
with paſſion, all tarrying ſeems long. What is good, needs 

no unjuſtifiable means. How bright does Cnxrsr ſhine, b 
their -maleyolence, 1 nav; d It was now proper, that all 
NE men ſhould kno the truth; and that an example ſhould be 
| given to martyrs afterwards. Moſt free and ingenuous is his 
confeſſion. '* At the very inſtant he is going to be condemned 
as a malefactor, he ſpeaks as a king; and the eſtabliſhment of 
the goſpel ſoon after, with the deſtruction of the Jews, did ve- 
rify what he ſaid. 4 All in evidence that he governed the world, 
and ſpecimen of his laſt coming, Acts i. g, 11. * Zeal coun- 
terfeited, is a moſt attrocious crime. How often ſince has 
truth been oppreſſed by cabal, without proof? f The evidence 
of his Meſhaſhip and dignity, they ſcorned to conſider; and their 
objections were abſolutely trifling, ſet Jo. i. 46 —vii. 27, 52. 
Mat. xiii. 5. M. vi. 3. Had J=$vs ſpoken-otherwiſe, he would 
Have blaſphemed. +© Can any one complain, after this, of the 
injuſtics-of human judgements? Thus did the iniquities of 
mankind condemn the innocent and holy child of Gon, ſee 
Lev. xxiv. 16 Jo. x. 31. The worſt kind of murder is that 


1A 


which has the appearance of being legal. 
GENERAL 


_TrxvoTn muſt not be ſacrificed. to power and envy. The 
fmple are often wrought upon, by mere ſhadows of argu- 
ment. Examination and proof are the ruin of calumnies, and 
the authors of them. Bad cauſes and ill provided with proofs, 
have occaſion for addreſs and art, to cover their weakneſs: Ap- 

parent warmth is often the effect of baſe-artifice ; and yet, is 

well calculated to deceive, in popular aſſemblies Zeal often 
666666000 
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dcr. 433 ' Gbrifti ie mocked and iel, ; Mat. wi. i. on 1 
M. xiv. 65, &c. Lu. xxii· 63, &c. 


Hz is treated as one infamous, and even accurſed, ſee 3 
xii. 14. Deut. xxv. 9. Job. xxx. 10. The evangeliſts conceal 
nothing that is diſhonourable to their maſter; ; — therefore, 
in other matters, ought not to be ſuſpedled Let us caſt at 
the feet of our meek and lowly Jxs us, falſe honour, quick 
ſenſe of inſults, cavilling at trifles, and exaggerating eyery thing, 

rdoning nothing, inflexible revenge. 'The more he was a- 

ſed on our account, the more we are bound to admire him. 
o How provoking to have his moſt reſpectful qualities derid- 
ed? How ready, notwithſtanding, were this very people to 
hearken to falſe prophets ? © A multitude i in nge, bevy © contu- 
melies j IR in brutal acids, 


© H A P. | *. | 
"a ir 


Sec. 434. The denials of Peter 3 Mat. avi. PN Ken xiv, 
66, &c. *. xxii. $5» Kee. Jo. xvili. 18, &c. | 


10 expoſe go XN to danger, when we. can be of n no 
| uſe, is imprudent raſhnefs. |. There needs but little 
w a ſmall deviation an n to . and 1 ke 


3 435. 2 Hence it appears 3 that Th future 
boldneſs was not of man, but of Gop. What an abaſing cir- 
cumſtance was Peter's denial > That of a choſen, ſworn, o- 

dliged friend, under his eye, in his hearing, and with oaths? 
When people once tranſgreſs the truth, they are more likely to 

nw and diſcover, than clear themſelves. 'The.pooreſt and 
molt deſpicable things, when people are off their guard, are ca- 
pable of becoming great and dangerous temptations., Look 
down, O thou Almighty Rock of Iſrael, and lover of ſouls, to 
give ſeaſonable ſuccour! How many religious profeſſors dg 
thus imitate Peter, in denying QCyn1sT by their works? T 


* 
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the Evangeliſts narrate Peter's ſhameful behaviour; but Mark, 
his moſt intimate and cloſe companion, more fully than 9 
ſe 


them See Reflexions 436 Much forbearance is due to 
who fin with reluctance, and repent bitterly. 


G E N E R AL. 


_ -  EquivocaT10N, mental reſerves, and ſuch baſe acts, are be. 
low the dignity and courage of reaſonable creatures. There 
3s nothing in us, which may be ſafely depended upon, without 
divine grace. Even the ſilence of a good man and a friend, is 
a degree of treachery, in certain delicate ſituations. He hurts 
the truth more than declarations of an avowed enemy. x 


Scr. 436. * Ser Reflexions ' of laſt Section. What an 
important good may be educed, from this wiſe and juſt permiſ. 
fion of heaven ? The experience of a firſt, and even of a ſecond 

fall, is not ſufficient to convince a preſumptuous perſon; or to 
make him ſenſible of his danger. If a chief pillar of tho 
church could be ſo moved, what have not others to fear? How 
fit a caution was this, againſt Popiſh extravagant regard? ® To 
pray without ceaſing, to ſhun the places, occaſions of fin, and 
every appearances of fin, are eſſential duties. Conſternation 
and panic lead to incredible miſchiefs very often; even to ſet 
at nought the Al uren TT. Medicines come too late, when 
the diſeaſe is grown inveter ate. 8 


SECT. 437. PErTER's offence was not maliciouſly pur- 
poſed. "It was probably more painful to our bleſſed Lorp, 
than all the rage and fury of his enemies, Pf. exix. 22. As 
his fall, fo was his repentance great. Here is comfortable 
ground of hope, that no ſinner whatever needs deſpair of mer- 
cy. Think of Rom. xi. 20, and what happened, Gal ii. 11, &c. 
. * Sitence in ſorrow argues the bitterneſs of grief. When the 
heart, in penitence, ſpeaks to Goh, the finner is well nigh 
cured. Company cannot be borne, by ſevere trouble. Many 
have not been thoroughly known, till they fell, 1 Cor x. 12. 
More future caution, and care, are the only certain evidences 
of a penitent ſoul. If any man would encourage himſelf by 

Peter's example; to tranſgreſs, let him be ſure of his repentance, 
his future patience, and humility. | Inſtantly confeſs and re- 
pat Wrong, like Peter; and improve it, as à motive to prayer 

and watchfulneſs, 8. C. . V 

33 EN l 11 GENE. 
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Ganser ſpirits, and great paffions, do often unite. To ſuf» 
fer for religion, requires more fortitude, than to fight for it. 
Gentleneſs recovers, conciliates. It is the privilege of calami- 
ty, to bear the form of a petition. It is eaſier to turn the 
miſtakes of others to our advantage, than to reaſon and exa- 
mine at large. oy | 


-* 


6 $4 d : | , 
SECT. 438. Jeſus is led to Pilate ; Mat. xxvii. 1, &c. u. x, 
1 '0 1, &c. Lu. xxit. 66, &c. ts EG 


How terrible a concert was this, between men at the head 
of juſtice, and true religion ? The glory of thoſe who are im- 

iſoned without a juſt cauſe is, to have their condition hereby 
fallowed. There is no remedy, or appeal from ſupreme judges, 
who betray their truſt, 8 e ene 


: | Sxer. 439 | Mat. xxvil. 25 &c. u. xy. f. Lu. xxiii. I. 
SECT. 440. . Judas deſpairs ; Mat. xxvii. 3» 8 


1 ConscCIENCE gives bitterneſs, which the heart only > rye 
S. C. They whom vice doth blind, before the committing of 
it, have their eyes afterwards opened upon guilt alone, ſo as 
to deſpair. Remorſe is the cup of wrath, without mixture; 
the wormwood and the gall, 8. C. It taints innocent, and ann 
| bilatesguilty pleaſures, S. C. Grace brings, with convition, 
hope of mercy. ® The inſtruments of miſchief are ſeldom 
calmly looked upon afterwards, by their wicked procurere. 
Calumny incited by avarice and ſelf-intereſt, occaſions irrepa- 
table miſchiefs to the moſt innocent. Judas is regarded as te- 
tally ufiprincipled, ſervile and inhuman. Fatal is the ex- 
pedient, of adding fin to fin, comp. Mat. xxvi 24. M. xiv, 
21. Such: teſtimony is indelible, and beyond the reach. of ſuſ- 
picion z and thus, in ſo ſhort a ſpace, from a traitor, he is forced 
to act the part of a friend. The ſight of an eternal, and in- 
flexible Judge, makes him fly to a remedy worſe than the-difs 

eaſe. 4 Hypocrites who have no ſeruple to deſtroy, will bog- 
gle at a point of ceremony ! Weak contemptible uperſtition 1 
* Rereby did they perpetuate, without deſigning any ſuch Fx 
the black guilt of Judas, and their own concern in it. *-The 
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variety and clearneſs of ancient predictions, render che 
in particular without excuſe. . 5 * 


0 EN E R A 1. 


Tur who leave the ſociety of the good, 2nd deſpiſe the 
help of 4 charitable hand, are puniſhed with the loſs of true 
friends, in their ſeaſon of greateſt need. Such as engage peo- 

ple in a finful courſe, ſeldom take the trouble to recover them . 
out of it. Cruelty in rage, is not to be mitigated. As tem- 
ed ſteel gathers ſtrength from the furnace, ſo do hardened 
rts, from new atguments and evidences. CarisT had no 
criminal ſecrets to divylge, by which Judas could juſtify him- 
ſelf. The vices of profeſſors then, and ſtill are no objection a. 
gainſt the goſpel. The worft of crimes, by an over-ruling pro- 
vidence, are turned to ſome general advantage. There are none 
in ſo great danget of deſpaiting at the time of death, as they 
- who have been moſt n e in the eourſe of their lives. 
Offence is ſtubborn, that deſpiſes death. Rage is a ſhort fury. 
Objects of horror cannot be repreſented to the imagination 
with too much rapidity. To avoid calamities by ſuicide, is an 
' Inſolent attempt againſt heaven. | a 


Sxer. 41. Jeſut is delivered btund to Pilate, and accuſed; 
M. XIvii. 1 I, &c. M. XV. 3» &c. L. xxiii. 25 &c. ]. xviii. 28, &c. 


® Hexcs the innocence of Jesvs became the more conſpicu- 
eus, ſee Mat. xxvii. 27. d Strange kind of ſanQtity! They 
feared legal pollution, and ſcrupled not to deftroy an innocent 
life, comp. Mat. xxiii. 4. By attention to lefler points, they 
would allow fot the greateſt offences, © It is not below peo- 
ple of the greateſt rank, to prevent popular tumults, by giving 
up rights of mere cetemony or form. 4 Charges declamatory, 
none ſhould be ſatisfied with; nor human authority ſubſtituted, 
in place of evidence. © General accuſations are always to be 
ſuſpected of private grudge. There is nothing worſe, than 
falſe and perverſe religion, * A power which they were {0 
apt to abuſe, was wiſely taken from theinz and rendered the 
e of JIxsvs ſo much the better known. 5 Political evils 
are uſually objected to ſincere and eminent reformers. What 
can deſend the moſt innocent, and excellent, againſt malicious 
flander, and defamation ? comp. Pſ. xxxv. 11. Or, after 
Ennkisr, who would even with it? comp. Lu. vi- 26. _ | 
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dhe ſays not what is directly, or in all it's parts falſe, he may 
lie by knowingly concealing what would make for his neigh- 
bour's defence. They thus indirectly accuſe themſelves, who 
expected and wiſhed for nothing more, than a temporal prince; 
Falſehood, and-ambiguity, are the common reſourees of a bad 


cauſe, likewiſe, ſhifting meaſures; 


- BxcT. 442. Pivi. very juſtly celebrates this confeſfion; 8 
t Tim. vi. 13. His kingdom was begun in part, but complet- 
ed aftet his aſcenſion, ſee Eph. i. 20, &ci Rev. i. 18. Here 
is modeſty reconciled to true greatneſs. CHRIST is no int 
the hands of his enemies; and it was by the croſs he was to 
reign, In the days of his fleſh, he demqnſtrated his royal pows 
er, as a lawgiver and benefactor to his people; and as a cons 

queror of his enemies, after his reſurrection, Mat. xxvii. 8. 

u 1. 32, 33. CnR18T here appears ſuperior to cenſure, an 
fearleſs of conſequences. The upright man is always where 
truth is, Lu. viii. 15. Jo. iii. 19, Ke. What is moſt im- 
ev ſurely deſerves the cloſſeſt regard and zeal, even from 

e greateſt and buſieſt of mankind. A diſpoſition for truth 
conforms amicably with the voice of CHI FT. O thou, whoſe 
very eſſence is truth, unite me to thyſelf in perfect love? T 
profeſs and promote truth is immediately to honour Go», the 
zuthor of it. Every word of CHRisr is in character. Th 
perſon who ſeeks to be inſtructed in haſte, ſecłs to 1 | 
ignorance. © Jesvs ſealed with his blood the love which he 
had for truth and juſtice, 4 Enough to invalidate the charge 
of his accuſers, and to diſpel all political jealouſy. To ftrive 
even unto death, for what is effential, is heroic z and argues 4 
powerful love of Goh. elt is impoſſible to follow thoſe, whe 
wait not an anſwer. A judge ſhould hear patiently. 


GENE R A . f 


Tus kingdom of CHRIS is much debaſed, by making it one 
bf this world, or even imagining it. We muſt refolve and en- 
deayour to form our whole converſation upon the principles | 
divine truth, before we can underſtand it's excellence, and feel 
ſatisfaction in the ſtudy of it. The more oppoſition is found- 
td upon falſe principles, in a looſe age, the more it is entitled 
to notice and regard Life is no object, when religion is cal- 
led in queſtion. If we would underſtand à controverſy, is 
ſhould be carried on in a rational manner; and one ſubje& ba 
examined to the bottom, * we paſs to anothet / When 

5 5 | tuch 
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truth rules, it will guide practice and is not, therefore, ſs 
2 232 mean, as an end. It is unalterable, and defies de- 
ſtruction. | TS 


SECT. 443. They who fail in proofs, make the louder 
ontcriesz and endeavour to heap crime upon crime, lie upon 
lie. Þ Nothing more unpopular than this, had they in their 

power to alledge, ſee Acts xxiv. 5. Tumults are often im- 

5 uted to true and quiet teachers, when their oppoſers only are 

in the fault. Except there be ſome ſtirring at firſt, the whole 

muſt periſh. CuxzsT's accuſers ſhift and vary the charge; 

$8 whereas truth is ſimple, conſiſtent, averſe to diſguiſe. Such 

conſummate corruption in the minifters of religion makes it e- 

vident how ripe the Jews were for being deſtroyed, comp. Lu, 

xxiii. 4, 5. Acts xxv- 16. An upright judge needed no more 

than this; and to one of an oppoſite character, every kind of 

defence would be uſelefs. Moreover, that he ſhould ſubmit to 

death, was the will of the Father; and he had now no de- 

fire to avoid it. They who perſecute willingly, are not worthy 

to hear the voice of truth. They will not'ſeem to admire, 

what tends to confound them. N anſwers, exaſperat- 

ed malice. f A fincere heathen, and leſs under the dominion 

of paſſion, at the time, than prieſts of a true faith, was far 

ſooner affected by evidence. Such wonder condemns the pre- 

varicating judge. Jts8vs is calm and fearleſs, without the leaſt 

anxiety to juſtify himſelf. Pilate's irreſolution is a preſumptive 

proof of CyrisT's innocence z- as political intereſt would have 

led-to an immediate condemnation, comp. Lu. xxiii. 4, 14, 22. 

Mat. xxvii. 24. Many who ſet out on goed maxims, want 
courage and reſolution to purſue them. | | 


EENER A I. 


Wr cannot be proved, or does not amount to the ides 
of a crime, deſerves not to be anſwered. Envy and detrac- 
tion enſlave both mind and heart. True valour fath ſuch dig- 
nity, as in a manner to ſeize admiration by force. Anger has 
general terms of cenſure always at call, whether juſt or not. 
- To invalidate flander, we ſhould ſhew how contemptible the au- 
thors are. 'The pathetic, as well as grand, is often moſt ſtrong- 
ly expreſſed by ſilence, or a word. Againſt the tide of popu- 
larity any defence is incfficacious. WA: 
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Sac r. 444. Feſus is mocked of Herod ; Lu. xxiii. 6, &c. 


a HUs he obtained a teſtimony to his innocence, from 
all the courts of juſtice in the land ; and thus, too, 
was the malice of the Jewiſh prieſts and rulers better manifeſt- 
ed to the world. That rage is unmanly, whieh is exerciſed on 
the defenceleſs and innocent. * Curioſity has more to ſay 
with him, than any ſpiritual advantage. Gop does not de- 
ſign. miracles for ſuch. © When it is evident that perſons are 
unworthy and unmeet to hear the word of God, we do beſt to 
be ſilent, Mat. vii. 6. kee 


SECT. 445. Fon ſo crafty and malevolent a perſon, this 
is no ſmall teſtimony. to our Loxp's innocence, comp Lu. xiii. 
31. It is illiberal, to abuſe a perſon, merely to make the pub- 
lic merry at his expence, Wretchednefs alone ſhould melt the 
heart. > Friendſhip made by injuring pure evangelical truth, 
is wicked and ungodly. Though vices differ among them- 
ſelves, yet they can all unite againſt true virtue. Unrelenting 
barbarity mob give the higheſt ſhock to a Chriſtian. Infidels 
7 conſider how much Chriſtianity hath ſoftened the minds 
of men, | | 


SECT. 446. Feſus is ſcaurged by Pilate: Mat. xxvii. 15, &c. 
M. xv. 6, &c. Lu. xxiii 13, &c. Jo. xviii. 39. | 


2 SUMMARY praceeding, in a criminal cauſe, is always unfa- 
yourable to the perfon accuſed ; eſpecially if accompanied with 
humöur and reſentment. This lengthening out of Cyrisr's 
trial was mortifying to the Jews, and honourable to Jesus. A 
judge ſhould have no mind, till things be fairly argued, de- 
at ; 


SECT 447. * SECULAR men have ſometimes more inclina- 
tion to ſupport truth, than thoſe who are bound by profeſſion, 
Likewiſe more capable of being affected with the circumſtan- 
ces of diſtrefſed innocence, Jo ix. 22. comp. M. xv. 12. If 
envy could put CarisT to death, how neceflary is it, to ex- 

' | N n2 tinguiſh 
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tinguiſh even the leaſt ſparks of it? This is the moſt implaca- 
ble of all truth's enemies. Shadows of authority and juſtice | 
are too often made uſe of to ſhelter it, Thoſe who thus eny . 
re murderers in the deſire of their hearts. Some are ſo full of 
it, that they put a wrong conſtruction upon the moſt reaſona- 
ple actions, O my ſoul, let not thine eye be evil, becauſe Gop 
is good; but rejoice, rather, in all his bounties, as if they were 
me own! Do men excel thee in virtue ? imitate them. In 
ruſt? pity and pray for them. Every new teſtimony to 
HR15T's innocence, with the corrupt Jewiſh people, was his 
crime. Truth never needs to have recourſe to art, and ought 
to be loved, and preferred above all things. Envy taſtes before- 
hand, the pains of a remedileſs and fruitleſs vexation. Evil 
ſpeaking feeds it. 5 Mor. ] . wy , 2 a 4 
SECT. 448. How dangerous in the church of Gov, are 
wicked prieſts ? , To ſeek and find Is us, conſult with the wiſe 
and pious If at any time, for the name and doctrine of Curisr, 
we be deſpiſed of ſuch as love this world, we ſhould not deſ- 
air. Þ Eccleſiaſtical malice ſtimulates popular credulity; and 
th conſpire to urge the timorous and ſelfiſh magiſtrate to ſet 
JesVs CHRIS H below Barabbas Permitted for th moſt gra- 
cious ends, A like judgement, though inferior as to the degree, 
is paſſed by every finner, who prefers the world and it's ſweet- 
neſs to that of CyrrsT. The | multitude eaſily change from 
enthuſiaſm, to hatred. _ b 


Sxcr. 449. Tux ſacred writers never do exaggerate, and 
thereby neither wound truth, nor prudence. It is ſufficient 
to ſketch vice to a diſcerning perſon. The execution here is 
delicate. A loud popular and ſenſeleſs cry, overbears all proofs 
of innocence. ' How fickle and r ee often their judge- 
ments] Compare, along with theſe, the collected ſtate of a pure 
and perfect mind, 1 Pet. ii. 23. If. li. 13, &c. Neither ſcorn, 
nor rage, muſt ſeparate us from CHRIST, who did ſo nobly 

ear for us. The factious inflame mutually, for the ſake of 

1 828 . 


GENERAL 


Wren the mind abounds, little need is left for adventitious 
| ſentiments, or deſcending to minuteneſſes. What we perceive 

by flow degrees never ſtrikes. A ſtroke of the pathetic in writ- 
jngy or | q ing, is worth a hundred of the moſt lively, 45 


* 
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deſcriptions. The heart, but not the underſtanding, is ca- 
gabe of feeling the ſame emotions often. e 


SECT: 450. „Lixx Pilateg from ignorance and negligence, | 
0 


there are ſtill too many who know not what uſe to make 


Cnnisr. He is beneficial, to every needful purpoſe. The 


duties we owe unto him, are great and manifold. “ Rage will 
hear no reaſon, and will giye no ſober anſwer. It was ſin, in 
thoſe enraged Jews, which ſought the death of CHRIST ; and 
therefore ought to be abhorred, even more than they. © Coun- 
terfeit holineſs cannot endure the appearance of a ſuperior, 
What a return, to all the favours and benefits they had receiv» 


ed? He igcrucified afreſh by thoſe who prefer their own will 


to him; their own ſatisfaction before his law; the world, to 
his truth; and their own intereſts, before the duties of reli» 
gion. Bigotted rage, ſet on fire by factious prieſthood, doth of- 
ten repreſs natural humanity, ſee 1 Th. ii. 4. 


Bo 3% tet = 8 42) "TEA Re 
Fa W N g X 


Poul Ax applauſe and execrations, run always upon the ex- 
tremes. They will fay any thing, who cannot diſtinguiſh 
truth from probability. Vulgar humour is the diſciple of igno- 
rance, and parent of folly. Tumult kept up, drowns all 
ſtranees of caution and policy. Popular leaders ſeduce to ruin, 
when weakneſs and ſimplicity are inſenſible to evil deſigns. 


| 'F 1 ' Th 1 ; 
SECT. 451. Mat} xxvii. 27, &c. M. xv. 16, &c. Jo. xix. 
SEE | : "To 0G | 


To be moved in judgement by intereſt, and human re- 
ſpects, is enmity|to-the love of juſtice. Such are ſure to yield 
in time. What child of Gop will refuſe to be ſcourged and 
condemned, as thus his dearly beloved was? One fingle paſ- 
ſion makes a man a ſlave, and will prevail over ſeveral good qua- 


and money, in adorning a ſinful head. Groſs ridicule is beſt 
anſwered by filent negle&. © Jesvs CnrrsT is diſhonoured 
in that very quality which ought to have been moſt reſpected. 
All poſſible homage is due even by the greateſt, to this inſulted 
Majeſty. 4 See Reflexion v. Here he expoſes not only the 

ide of exacting honours, but undue reſemment of injuries, 
baker of pathon NO POTENT FRE BY 


lities. d oy 1 of this, when throwing away much time, pains, 


Fo 


\ 


\ 
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to our divine Saviour, from ignorant ſoldiers, is leſs affecti 
than what he now ſuffers from careleſsneſs and irreligion. Re, 
collect the meekneſs and compoſure of the great Sufferer, 1 
Pet. ii. 23. Who can overlook ſuch patient endurance up 
our account? comp. If. 1 6. Heb. vi. 6. If. Iii. 3. Rom. i. 4, 
And what may not we attain, under ſuch an example? 


GENE R A L. 


4 _— 


* -# a ; | 
CoMPeLArSANCE, even in the good, may be carried to dan. 
gerous exceſs. Thus is truth itſelf left deſtitute of all worldly 
aid. "Violence and inſults from wicked rage, ſhould not now 
ſurpriſe us. Behold now J=s8vs CHRIS r, and be aſhamed of a 
vain and unjuſt ſumptuouſneſs of apparel. The multitude are 
to be neglected in their venſures. Reſentment prompts to in- 
ſufferable rudeneſs. Sarcaſm upon misfortunes is highly exaſ- 
| perating. | 0 ; ; | 
| SECT. 452. 8onx afflition ſhoyld appeaſe malice, ef. 
Py that of ſcorning. It ought to turn hatred itſelf into 
amentation. Such a fight was enough to have tamed cruelty. 
But, in the caſe of envy, ſoftening meaſures are like new fire to 
what was before kindled. Popular hatred reſents moſt ſevere- 
ly ; and ecclefiaſtics who had no principle, were afraid of this, 
Capital puniſhment, above any, ought ever to be the reſult of. 
2 lawful proceſs; elſe it is no better than hutcherly murder. 
© Falſe ſurmiſes of what is criminal, are ſafely made to thoſe 
who are ignorant of law. See laſt Reflexion. Mobs are not 


worthy, or capable of receiving an apology, | 


CHAP, Mum. 


Becr 453. Jeſus is condemned; Mat. xxvii. 23, &c. M. zv. 
| 15, Kc. Lu. xxiii. 25. Jo xix. 8, &c. 

1 FESUS would not even ſeem as if compelled to die.“ 
Such boaſt was wicked, tyrannical. No magiſtrate has 

power to murder. How great were CHRIS T's provocations, 
at preſent, to break ſilence ? But now it was greater than all 
words; quite of a piece with his whole patient, calm, and un- 
ſhaken life; like an inſpiration of innacence itſelf, He would 


avail 
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avail himſelf of no arts nor even of his judge's preſent favour 
able regards. © Unſteady conduct renders people unworthy 


of farther information. Ixsus was the Lee charge of the ; 


ALMIGHTY 3 whoſe wiſe decree, notwithſtanding, it was that 


he ſhould die. 4 All guilt is by no means equal, comp. Lu, 


xii. 47. It is beſt to let ſuch alone in their confuſion, who 
are extravagant; for the more they do, the more they undo. 
Cuſtom leſſens admiration. Eminent perfections are peculiar- 
ly obnoxious to diſlike from envy. Even on the principles of 
natural equity, an innocent perſon ought not to be given up ta 
popular fury, Prerogative and laws are not two things. Theſe 
laſt ought to be maintained with wiſdom and fortitude. * 
CarisT's laſt words, in particular, came full home fo the 

yernor's conſcience. Here was modeſty, with clearneſs of in- 
nocence z and no leſs malice in his perſecutors. * This was 
their ultimate and powerful engine of miſchief. Cæſar, at 
heart, underſtood as an ambitious hateful invader. By he 
fame affected means, afterwards, did many ſuffer m , 


Rev. xii. 7, 11.—Xiii. 7, 15. After all, he was obliged to go 


to Rome, and defend himſelf. Political gain is apt to deſpiſe 
all principle. | a 


| Scenrs of the deepeſt humiliation ſerve a to inflame 
the angenerous and hardened, fee Heb. ii. 3. Diſorders in- 
curable, are not to be meddled with. Aſſurance, with modeſ- 
, command complete awe. Deliverance muſt not be pur- 
ſed by diſhonourable compliances. No wiſe man will in- 
terpret ſilence as confeſſion. Dignity is degraded, by feeling 
ſore from unjuſt cenſures. It is giving importance to names, 
that otherwiſe would periſh. Diſcourſes delivered with that 
kind of freedom which truth inſpires, effectually remove all ſuſ- 
picion from the mind. 6.5 | 


SECT. 454. Wirn ſuch a one as Tiberius was, 4 com- 
plaint of the whole province would have had no ſmall weight; 
and he would rather do what was moſt unjuſt, than run any 
ſuch riſk, ſee Mat. xxvii. 24. ® In this ſolemn and public man- 
ner, it became J=8vs to be condemned, that his innocence 
might be made conſpicuous. Both Joſephus and Philo repte- 
ſent him as impious, haughty, inflexible, comp. Lu. xiii.-r 3 


et did virtue overawe him. © CyrsT'is our paſſover-lamb;z 


by which he prepared the way for his people to eternal * * 


* 


* 
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Others to do, ſee Jo. vii. 31. Paſſion is deaf, blind to charms, 


they confirmed the prediction of Jacob, Gen. xlix. 10; and 
charge their after conduct with rebellion, in aſſerting againſt 


is a horrid- political maxim, to ruin an innocent perſon, even 


excuſe thoſe who ought to have afforded real protection. To 
be zealous for truth, juſtice, innocence, when it coſts nothing, 


tion, which is always the ſign of a weak iniquitous cauſe. How 


voice of a few friends is too weak for the malignity m_ 


Cor. v. 7. 1 Pet. i. 19. They truſted, that the ſhame of the 
croſs ever afterwards would make his name odious. Over 
ruled by providence, to expreſs the truth, comp. Jo. xi. $0.— 
xix. 19. Diſappointment naturally ſours the mind. The vul- 
gar ſpeak out what rules of policy and prudence will not ſuffer 


prompt to revile. f While thus they [renounce the eſſiah, 


Cæſar their liberty. In anger, people often ſpeak what is mot 
hurtful to themſelves. £ Juſtly, therefore, have they been pu- 
niſhed with ſervitude almoſt ever ſince z and will be, till they 
ſhall ſay, . Bleſſed is he that cometh in the name of the Lon p. 
A moſt unworthy criminal fear, now took place; and yet, leſs 
aggravated than the fin of the Jews, conſider Jo. xix. 11. It 


upon pretext of ſaving a ſtate. | Not words, or apologies, will 


is being very deſicient in thoſe who, when they hazard moſt, 
ought to declare openly for them, ſee M. xv. 15. . The Jews 
were zealous of the law, and prone to rebellion. Pilate abſolves 
Cams, and condemns, himſelf. * Soon and dreadfully an- 
ſwered 5 conſider well Deut. xviii. 15; &c. Acts iii. 23, &c., 
Joſephus, an eye witneſs of what happened during the ſiege of 
Jeruſalem, ſays, among other things, © That the number of 
perſons crucified by the Romans, in ſight of the city, was ſo 
great, that there was not room for the crofles to ſtand by each 
other; and, that at laſt, they had not wood to make crofles of. 
The "ey finger of God, ſo to ſpeak; pointing out their crime, 
in crucifying the Prince of Life, comp. Ezek. xviii. Neh. i. 6. 
Dan. ix. 8. May the curſe be averted; and turned into a bleſ- 

un None, at times, go ſo far in miſchief and ungraciouſ- 
neſs, as eceleſiaſtics. Jxsus has ſhewed the friends of genuine 
religion, that they ſhould not be diſmayed with any manner of 
worldly diſadvantages. EN. bo 8 


0 K * 1 * 1 . 


AucbiE ur requires pains, but none to attend to defama- 


lamentable is the power of worldly intereſt over conſcience? 
Many may be taught to clamour, who cannot judge. The 


6 
\, 
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Envy increaſes with ' want of power. The.moſt-inipicbabls 
errors will ſpread, under Ind rc del Degrading 
ON an er ee difgraos 


Sect. 455. Fefus i 75 ted away to be 3 Mat. Nl. 31 


&c. M. xv. 20, &c. Lu. xxiii: 26, &c Jo. xix. 16; &c; 


La us not fink under any load of reproach, being upheld 
by the virtue of his example. * Malice wiſhes to draw 
one to it's own cruel mind. © Hereby may be ſignified, that 


we are to expect our ſanctification and ſalvation only from oy 


; ſacrifice, and not from thoſe offered in Jeruſalem Li 

that it was to be a univerſal ſacrifice for mankind. How af= 
ſeQing, abaſing ! .* He had feaſon to bleſs Gop, who i in 4 
matter of ſo great honour, did not conſult his inclination, Let 
us wait the choice of providence in our trials. Afflictions and 
croſſes become voluntary, by acceptance and peaceableneſs un4 
| are, e. Heb. xiii. '12. Num. xv. 35. i K. xxi. 13. 


Sect. 456. Wulr elſe can they do, who ate weak, — 
love peace, againſt wicked conſpiracies-of the great? > Great 
trouble ſwallows up every thing leſs 3 and leaves neither hea os 
nor leiſure to think upon them: ob lamenting was the 
of fincere and godly affection. This giv res gn. ta the dark 
ſcene. He avails not himſelf of it, to i but to exerciſe 
a moſt generous love and tender pig. Carer moved for- 
ward unto death, in the manner of a victorious champion, 
comp 2 Tim. iv. 6, &e. The extreme of feat and aaa 
is that which leads to the deſire of death; * Here, by wa 
tonſolation to his followers, he bears witneſs to his 0 


nocence and uſefulneſs. Thoſe who will not. part with har | 


en fit themſelves as fewel for the fire, Heb. yi. 61 | 
0 EN -4 4b yh hos 


Even thoſe who ſhut their eyes azainſt tonyiioth we ou elit | 


not to abuſe, but pity, and ap ths to ſoften. When the bitter 


neſs of death approaches, the eee friends is exquiſite 5 
21 0 ge of devotion are a ba IA een 


Ber, 4 * WISH: . did Jene toy 6 tl their 
957: Jes 896 5. 8 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
[ 
| ; 


% 


256 REFLECTIONS ON THE 


confuſion; by the amazing faith and penitence of one of them, 
This might be kindly meant; but it was great in Jzsvs not 


to drink. He ro e entire ſacrifice of his heart, to that 
of the fleſh. How 


whatever gave the leaſt fign of a mean courage. Such pious 


_ heroic virtue is truly admirable, 
.- Seer. 458. How deep, chen, was his voluntary humili- 


ation, for our ſakes? ' ſee ii. 8, &c. 1 Pet. ii. 21. Virtue 


never ſhines ſo bright, as in adverſity. It becomes awful, reſ- 
pectable. Trivial decorations are improper, when we ſpeak or 


write of what is ſo majeſtic in itſelf. Such ſubjects require the 
greateſt circumfpection, teſt we enervate them | 


' Seer. 459 Wu an indignity to perfect innocence, 
pure love, and rich communicative goodneſs? Now all his nu- 


merous diſciples remain quite ſilent, and infatuated. Men of eve- 
| ry rank and character do barbarouſly inſult» One of the thieves 


emſelves, to curry favour with the Scribes and Phariſees, re- 
viled him. 'Þ Hereby we are taught plainly, not to fall in al- 
ways with the judgement of the multitude. - Thoſe ch6ſen of 
Govp, often before and fince, have died as malefaftors. © A 
moſt perfect example of his own doctrine, Mat. v. 44, both as 


to patiend and charity, comp. If. liii. 12. Acts vii 60. How 


ſhamelefs are they who profeſs CH xis r, and ſeek for revenge? 
Let us not once move our eyes from our perfect model; fo 
ſhall we, like him, ſabdue even upon the croſs. © Under ſuch 
a ſtandard only, ' ſhould truth itſelf feek for victory. None 
ought to deſpair. At the very time, when a ſenſe of wrong 
and indignity might naturally have been expreſſed, and aſſer- 
tions of mnocence might have been uttered, does Ixsus thus 
pray. How divinely meek and placable! If Gop bear with 
unbelievers, we ought to bear with them, ſince they make a 


part of his plan; and by them, religion appears ſtronger, and 


the faithq of the righteous is exerciſed, comp. 1 Cor. xiii. 


* * 
V 
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I death, that which paſſes before the eyes of men, ma 


de common to the righteous and the wicked; but that whi 


_ 'paſſes in the bght of Cop, is very different. They who would 
ES ons. # y > 9 6 | | "reign 


-- 


wonderful is the whole economy of our 
viour's paſſion | Beyond the pains and ignominy of the croſs, | 
imagination itſelf could not well go. © Ennis would refuſe 
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| 
reign with Cunts r, muſt be crucified with him ſome way or. 
other. Cowardly popular inſult ever will be reſtrained by the 
> brave. A dying man ſeems nearer to Gop; his prayers make | 
nz deep impreſſion on all around him, and perhaps on enemies | 


F themſelves, 8. C. His own affliction is loſt, in a generous con- 
© cern for others. His attachments are fervent and tender to 
the utmoſt, 8. C. Love was the prevailing affection of his 
+ life, and he utters his laſt breath in prayers of love, 8. C. 

= 


SecT. 460, * OvER-RULING wiſdom often makes words ſpeak 
in great truth, what they are only deſigned to ridicule AE GRE 
poſe. Death is ſo far from deſtroying the regal power in 
Cnr1sT, as it does in other earthly kings, that it is, on the con- 
trary, the vgry foundation thereof. True believers of all na- 
tions, are his ſubjects ; and ſhall reign. with him. Who can 
be ſo unjuſt-to the Loxp Jesvs, as to diſpute with him that 
ſovereignty over their hearts, which has coſt him ſo dear? » 
Hereby, at once, the malice of the Jews, and the innocence of 


Jesus, were publicly declared. Behold now the token and 


banner of his victor . 


Secr. 46 1. * Peace and application of mind to his father, 
did wholly poſſeſs his ſoul. * Almoſt every illuſtrious perſon- 
age and thing, under the old Teſtament, did adumbrate 


HRIST. \\ 
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Sec r. 462. Soc ſudden change among the populace, 
does that of outward condition make. The paſſions of the 
multitude are blind, capricious.  Hypocrites, baſe and cruel, 
are incapable of ta A good man muſt reſolve to die, 
as well as live under the croſs. It heightens ſufferings greatly, 
to ſee them occaſion diſhonour to Gop, and inſult to religion. 
© Quite unbecoming high. place, and dignity. .*< © Dignified ſi- 
lence, in ſome caſes, is the ſoreſt revenge; like burying adver- 
faries under the duſt of their own inconſiderableneſs. To an- 
ſwer is to prejudice one's ſelf ; and to giye envy ſatisfaction. 
He makes no uſe of his divine power, to confound them; which 
completely finiſhes his character, and exalts it above every o- 
ther. 4 The croſs itſelf is a gift of love. Help, Lon p, to 


love that which we muſt believe! If CarisT had done, as 
his enemies would have had him, he neither could have been 
the author nor finiſher of faith. When Car1sT roſe from 
the dead, the only effect it had upon the Jewith rulers was, to 
ſtrongthen - envy, incredulity, and hardneſs of heart 922 a 
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ſpecial providence, over-ruling their paſſions and words they 


C'ENER 4 1. 


f 5 Tr is by the croſs, that Jas vs reigns in tha hearts of lis 3 
plwE; as che ſtrength of Chriſtian faith, conſolation, KO an 1 
7 0 33 Wait the proper ſeaſon, for repreſſing inſults againſt 2 


* 


| 


truth. Guilt itſelf ought not to diſſolve the ties of equity and 
humanity, Hence, all their unnatural inſults were againſt 


8 | A NEE To ſeem hurt by raillery provokes other s to it the 
NOTC., | 5 e 1 "I | n r 


hs Sxcr. 463. *Sucn impious cruelty ſnews him to have been 
| altogether hardened. Few, very few, are reformed by a death- 
bed. > Common ſuffering has a title to mild uſage. How in- 

nuous is this acknowledgement] How wiſe and ſeaſonable 

che rebuke | How noble the defence of oppreſſed righteouſneſs ! 

All admirable marks of penitence, ſee Lev. xxvi 41. It is a 

degree of pacification under pains, to ſee our ſins as the juſt 

| cauſe; of them; and leads to amendment and happineſs. * 

Here is a declaration of innocence, duty, relianee. Such a 

ſublime thought and acknowledgement, may be aſcribed to ſpe- 

8 cial divine influence. He was, however, a witneſs to his mar- 

| yellous, patient, meek and forgiving, ſpirit, his compoſure and 
greatneſs of mind. Whata beautiful contraſt to the croſs! * Dy- 

ing is py cealing to live after the manner we now do. Literal- 

ly a pleaſant garden, and well fenced, comp. Ec. ii. 5. G. ii. 8. 

The habitation of juſt, perfected ſaints, ſweet, beautiful, and 
abounding with all delights, comp. Ly. xvi. 22. Mat. viii. 11.— 

Xii. 32. 2 Cor. v. 6, 7 Acts ii. 25, &c. He who was dumb 

fo reviling words, is all attention to the modeſt, earneſt re- 

queſts of Faith, | Tapugh dying as a criminal, he both ſpeaks 

and acts as Loxp of life and glory. No prince from a throne 

ever uttered ſuch a declaration. Such language of repentance, 

faith and hope, CnRisr is ever ſwift to hear. Goſpel offers 

, ſhould be cordiaily embraced, and without delay. The imme- 
- diate happineſs of the good, after death, is a matter of pure re- 
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S7 „„ 5 . | 8 zo ifs tru 


SLID | 


2 


/ 


— 


2 
/ J 


HtSTORT or CHRIST 5 


truth, comp. Lu. xxiv. 41. Late repentance is rarely, if ever, 
the fruit of filial love and confidence ; but an appearance of 
amendment, extorted by anxiety, and dread of future puniſh- 
ment, Prov. i 24, &c. The cauſe of truth muſt be pled, 
when under the ſevereſt trials, comp Mat. xxvi. 56. Lu, xxiii. 
49- - This fingular cafe cannot be juſtly drawn into an ordina- 
precedent. Where life has been irregular, pure, pious prin- 
ciples may bring to reform at laſt. To add bitterneſs to af- 
fiction, and deſpair to anguith, is hardly a taſk for thoſe who 
have bowels of mercies. There is an awful hour approaching 
the impenitent, when there is no authority given to miniſter 
comfort to them, 8. C. ea n 


Sect. 464. To her only and well beloved ſhe adheres, and 
waits for his laſt commands, comp. Lu. ii. 35. In ſufferings, 
one "\haturally wiſhes not to appear deſpicable before friends, 
whoſe ſorrows aggravate our own. What filial tendernefs, . 
yet how nobly moderated! To be able to attend to minute- 
neffes, argues a mind at eaſe. Minds knit together, yield the 
ſweeteſt fruits. How artleſs, natural, and full of beauty ! What 
a dear pledge was this, of Cyr:sr's reſpect and love! Great 
was Jesvs here! Parental ſorrow, at laſt, is keen, ſharp, and 
even terrible, / > The known will of friends is a ſuſſicient or- 
der. Infirmities of age are much to be pitied, and aided, _ 
Mat. xix. 20, &c. Such friendſhip and familiarities' muſt, 
from the very nature of them, be limited. He ends his life, 
as it was begun, Lu. ii $51. Ho bliſsfully communicative 
is a ſpirit of pure friendſhip ? And how much confidence is 
due to it? This legacy, by 3 is ſtyled a legacy of bur- 
then; but it is, to the beſt of all human affections, a high 
honour and profit. F< RO 


8 EN ER 41. 


Maxx high qualities are needful to form ſuch friendſhip, 
CrxzrsT checks not the firft movements of grief, though ex- 
treme, comp. Lu. vii. 12. Gal. vi. 1. Job. xix 21. With what 
aſe and reſignation might one leave the world, if oy. could 

ds. ſure tg leave their greateſt; care upon ſuch ion as 
John's Expreſſions too glaring obſcure both manners and 
ſentiments. They are only fitted for what is inactive, deſ- 
criptive. | | 


Sder. 465. A gien of the moſt wicked deed; and prog- 
Ly | | noſtica- 5 
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noſtication of vengeance, Am. viii. 9, 10. This could be ns. 
eclipſe, as it was then full moon, nor could the interpoſition of 
clouds have produced ſuch a remarkable darkneſs: It would 
ſeem from St. Luke, that the ſun was ſeen in colour like blood, 
Tertullian ſpeaks of this ſtrange and awful appearance as re. 
corded in the Roman regiſters. How the Roman Centurion 
was affected, ſee Lu. xxii. 47. comp. Mat. xziv. 29 Now 
was the light of the world about to be taken from them. 
GCrr1sT's words did import a petition for deliverance, from a 
ſound, confident, unbroken mind ; and he was heard, in that he 
was devout, Heb v. 7. Perhaps a large part of Pſa. xxiii. 1, 
&c. if not the whole of this prediction, was repeated by him. 
4 To aſcribe this to deſpair, is like joining in the reproach, 
Mat. xxvii. 43. How, then, could he have recommended his 
ſpirit to the father? comp. ver. 11, 19, &c. His language was 
dictated by fevere ſuffering, and not by diſtruſt, comp. Wan. 
19. Pla. Xxxxvii. 25 -XXxviii. IO, 21, &c.—Xlii. g. en 
we have no friend, and our complaint is unutterable, to whom 
can we go, but unto Gop, who knows the heart, and will not 
deſpiſe rayer oh, the deſtitute ? This is conſolation un- 
mixed and full, S. C. It is the refuge of the broken heart, 8. 
C. Pia. Ixxiii 25. Sink not in melancholy. Bear patiently 
even the want of ſenſible, ſupporting, divine manifeſtations. 
Faith never appears in greater glory, than under ſuch clouds, 
comp. I XIV. 15. The prayer of love gives immediate peace 
to the church. The ſpirit may thoroughly acquieſce, when 
pain in the. fleſh is moſt ſenſibly felt and owned, comp. II. 
xx. 14 Pſa, Xxxviii. 22.—x, I. —XxXii 12, 20.—-xXxXxv. 22, 23. 
vii. 9. The fame as, do not any longer delay thy help, ſee 
Pla. xlül 2 —Ixxiv. 1. —＋Ixxix. 10-—lxxxvili. 15.—xv. 2. Gen. 
xIvii. 15, 19. Miſtakes are often ſeen and repented of, when 
hatred is ſatisfied, prejudices are expired, time given to reflect, 
and notorious injuſticg appears in all it's hogrors. Magnani - 
mity heightens diſtreſs, and ſtrikes with awful delight. 


A 


EY 466. Tur uſual fortune of complainers is more con- 
tempt,'than pity. pod OA FOR Fes es 8; Ie 

4 | Sect, 467. By the gentleneſs and ſweetneſs of charity, 
we imitate CHRIS, under, ſuch ſuffering. How obdurate 
maſt that heart be, which makes a mock of anguiſh? Lam. 
7 145 re 2 | 0 
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gc. 468. Crit expires upon the croſs ; Mat. ' xxvii. 48, 
Kcc. M. Xv. 36, &c. Lu. xxiti. 45, &c. Jo xix. 28, c. 


2 A NATURAL effect of intenſe pains, grief ind loſa of blood, 
often more affliting than death itſelf. ® They were willing to 
continue and increaſe the ſum of Cukisr's ſufferings. 


SecT. 469. A NoBLE pattern of true filial confidence 
to his fincere followers, at the inſtant of death. May thy death, 
O divine Saviour, ſanctify and facilitate mine! His expiri 
ſo ſoon was a great teſtimony of his righteouſneſs, ſee M. xv. 
44 comp. Jo. x. 17, 18. His facrifice, therefore, was a moſt 
holy and willing one; in return to which, CHrsT requires o 
more than the death and annĩhilation of fin in us. It is the ve- 
ry height of reputation, to die doing one's duty. A great 
d to late ſeeming deſpair, Mat — 46. Thus 


Lon d, the father of mercies, and Gop of all comfort, do thou 
ſo ſupport and ſtrengthen me, in the laſt conflict of life! As 
thou bringeſt me nearer to thyſelf, let my love and deſires of 
thee be ſtronger ! Aﬀord me ſome ſweet foretaſte of future bliſs, 
that I may triumph even in death. In the laſt agony, death 
itſelf is longed for, and beheld with joy, 8. C. He bath taught 
us, by his own example, how to live and die, 8. C. if 


: 


peculiarly manifeſt himſelf. The entrance was firſt opened 

Cunts; and then, by him, to the ſaints both of the old and 
new covenant. The right of Jzsvs, by dying, was fully made 
good, though he began not to officiate, till after his aſcenſion, 
comp. I ii. 16 —lix. 2. ſee Lu. xxiii. 47, &c. think of Nah. 
1.6. 1 Kin xix. 11. Pa. xviii. 8. Joel. in. 16. Pf. cxiv. 5, 8. 


Such prodigies dignify the amazing ſcene; and all of them 


are ſignificant. e whole earth is about to become the tem- 
ple of C Gop, by the ſacrifice of 3 Happy they, whom 
the death of CHRISD H doth thus inſtruct. Þ All the worſt ene« 


mies of mankind were now a eee e, e 1 Cor. xv. 


23. Heb. xi. 39, 40. 2 Cor. v. 6, &c. Phil. i. 22, 23. Being 


preachers and followers of the teſurrection of Jz303s CUT. 


„ _ honourable firſt fruits, by means of the Saviour's 
ca . | 


sac r. 47. * PropgeTiC ſign of the Gentiles being pre- 
{RE ferred 


did he conquer, even while he fell, 2 Tim. i. 12 AlMienrr- 


SzcT: 470. » Tar upon earth was only a figure fete 
true holy of holies in heaven, where the moſt high God doth 
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ferred to the Jews. Theſe words, frotn:an unprejudiced per: 
ſon, or rather unfavourably prepoſſeſſed, are truly remarkable, 
as Was Lu. xxii. 4, 14. Any thing new, almoſt, will gain 
applauſe; but the difficulty is, to have the ſame, applauſe at 
one's death. Sober good ſenſe gets the better of all mean, ſe- 

_ cular conſiderations. . © Here is more grace found, than amon 
the ſplendidly devout eccleſiaſties. The croſs of CnRis r is wel 

_ adapted ſtill, to convince men of fin. - Good counſellors may 
be admired too late. When the man of reputation dies, the 
unjuſt cenſure ceaſes; he is no longer a rival; reſpect and re- 

| gr!et ſucceed malevolence, 8. C. Conſider, that he of whom 

1 5 * now ſpeak evil, is to die; ind that you may wiſh them ag” 

ire, hen it is too late to maße an atonement, 8 C-. 


Sxrcr. 492... * Fear of ſuffering doth ſtrongly oppoſe the 
obligations we are under to CRIST. O Not to be afraid of his 
—_ is the teward of miniſtering tohim through life. Grace of- 
| ten triumphs in the weaker ſex, and ſhews their virtues of zeal, 
| courage, and tenderneſs, in a moſt conciliating light. 


_ Sher. 473-, Tr little thought, that the true paſchal 
| lamb was already offered up. Mere outward. holineſs is a. poi- 
| ſon, compared to that of the heart and mind. '* Expreſſive em- 
blems of an innocent death, Mat. xxvii. 24. Hence the early 
and long continued -cuſtom of mixing water with wine'in the 
_ Lorp's- ſupper. How amazing. and . incomprehenſible is the 
power of Cop over human hearts! © Signifying originally, 
that the goodneſs of Gon to the houſe of David, and city of 
Jeruſalem, after the Babyloniſh captivity, ſhould ſoften their 
| "hearts to obedience. This is the eompletion of impious malice: 
They who piefce Gop's only , begotten, pierce in effect Goo 
| himafelf comp. Zech. it. 8. Mat x. 40. Lu. x. 16. Mat. xxv. 
460, 45. AQs ix. 4, 5 Love unites A general contrition will 
£9 before the genetal Jewiſh converſion. eee 
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Sect. 474. 5. Burialof Chrif; Mat. 25. 5, le. . 5. 
4432, &c. Lu. xxiii. 50, &c. Jo. Aix. 38, & . 


1 
211. might ſuppoſe the envy of the Jews, by this time, welt 


„ 


The henour given to a man while alive . 
; may 
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may be liable to ſuſpicion ; but that which is voluntary to the 
dead, witnefſeth a true ſenſe of goodneſs and virtue. A fin» 
L gle judge of merit and capacity, is more worth than all the ac- 
| pine, of the crowd. This compenſates, in ſome degree, 
e infamy of the croſs. d Senſe of duty, under divine influ- 
! ence, will overcome all difficulties. Behold here, the 
Rnings of glory, II. liii- 9. Rare example of fidelity and courage, 
in one who had ſo much to loſe. When all the world deſerts 
truth, then is the time to declare ourſelves. Gon knows when _ 
. to find proper perſons for himſelf, how dangerous ſoever their 
employment may be. Acts of friendſhip are greatly heighterl- 
ed by circumſtances of danger. It is a comfortable thought, 
that CHRIS hath reconciled believers to a bed of duſt. © How . 
wonderful, and next to imperceptible, are the witneſſes of 
Cunisr's death? 4 Such eircumſtances ſerve greatly to con- 
firm our belief in his reſurrection. Fidelity and courage are 
often thus inſtantly repaid: Always, by the comfort of having 
done our duty. . + | ES Kr ab thy £ 


* 


Sect, 475. * Herr was trouble, expence, danger, ſeeking 
”__ N it were, and hurt to all m_— uſefulneſs. We ma 

ve but one opportunity, through life, to perform ſhining vir- 
tue; and therefore, — . loſe it. "Poſthumous — 
may be credited, when uncontradicted by envy and faction. 
Voices ſhould be weighed, not numbered. Every where Jz- 
zus is to be ſought after and followed; by faith and fidelity. 
Souls thus united to him, do conftitute à pleafant, profitable; 
and highly acceptable ſociety, in Gop's fight. Death cannot 
extinguiſh a ſincere, and well principled friendſhip. Wa... 


Sxe r. 476. Tut miſt blazing profeſſors, ſometimes, will | 
ſeek to injure merit, even after death. How vain are all ſuck { 
pe to ſtifle. truth, in oppoſition to divine wiſdom ? | 
They publiſh the reſurrection before hand, by endeavouring to 
hinder it. How blind is mere human prudence | The reſur- 20 | 
rection is the moſt grand event, in the hiſtory of Ixsus. They 
do not ſcruple the poſſibility of the thing; and hence, among 
de Jews, it was never objected to, and ridiculed; as at Athens. 

So all true and faithful teachers are deemed, by thoſe who | 
hate, and fly from the truth, Lu. xxtii- 2. 2 Cor. vi. 8. Acts xviis | | | 
18. This confeſſion is much to the advantage of Chriſtianity z - 
a8 alſo their conduct, Mat. xxviſi: 12. Pſa-vii: 14, 16. Faith, i 
by it's docility and ſincerity, is a ſource of great repoſe. Un- | 
believers are tempted without end; to fall upon means of vine „ 


— — » 
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dicating their incredulity. 4 Such teſtimony of enem 10 FEM 
ſtirong confirmation, comp Job v. 13. Jud. iv. 14. Ph. 
| Ixxvi. 10. Thus, even the keepers themſelves, could not de- 
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M. xvi 1, &c. Lu. xxiv. 1, &. Jo. xx. I, &. 


N gray office of friendſhip is, to fprinkle dear remains 
8 with a tear. They who ſeek CHRIST, out of a prin- 
eiple of love, are fure to find him. Solid and fubſtantial re- 
gard is always regular. Even grief doth not render it flothful 
and feeble. What a perſon undertakes for Gop's ſake alone, 
and with true believing courage, meets with extraordinary aids. 
Their former intimacy with CHRIS r crowns the merit of their 
teftimony. The nie of evidence, to his friends, was cloſe and 
beautiful. A good work is done, in the fight of Gop, when 
eople put themſelves into a readineſs for it. / That which led 
ry to the croſs and ſepulchre, brought her to the earlieſt joy 
; in Cyr1sT's reſurrection. In a way of clear, and even pro- 
= bable duty, providence is entirely to be relied upon In the 
tomb, alt views and hopes of friends themſelves ſeem to have 
been buried. Their anxiety exhibits the very picture of deſ- 
pair, ſee Jo. xx. 2, &c. Lu. xxiv. 18, &c. How credible, then, 
the teſtimony of ſuch? comp. Lu. xxiv. 1x, &c.—xxxvii. Jo. 
» xx. 25. They became molt firm afterwards ; having feen the 
”  fubjeCtleiſurely, and on all fides. * Here, too, is a ſymbol of 
the reſurrection of all the faithful, by joyful miniſtry of an- 
gels, ſee Lu. xvi 22 Heb. i. 14. f they had appeared as | 
common men, like Gen. xvii. 2<-xix. 1, the allegiance of 
the diſciples ſtealing away the body, would have had more 
countenance. The fight of CarrsT, ſerenely rifing and go- 
ing out, would certainly add to their terror. Likewiſe, their 
own evil conſcience, comp. Din. x. 18. | Devotion and love 

togethey give great boldneſs. - _ e 


SECT. 47). The reſurrection of Chriſt; Mat. xxviii. 1, Ke. 


8 SECT. 478. 10 Ir could not be from careleſſneſs or indiffer- 
ence. Þ Boldneſs and diligence, together, ſearch out the truth 
of every material thing. Hence, it is eaſy to perceive, _ | 


** * 
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have purloined the whole. This dawn of comfort and 

did gradually prepare for more. lt was an object too ſublime 
for their weak minds, though often foretold, comp. Lu. xxiv. 
12. Pla xvi 8.—ii. 7. Acts it. 26.,—xiii, 38. Mat. xii. 40. Lu. 


xxiv. 47- Late fear and tumult, from the croſs, might alſo 
render them leſs attentive, © Good company helps to ĩnvigo- 
rate the timid; | 


SreT. 479. * ConsoLaTION from Gos often comes, when 
it is leaſt looked for. Now is the reproach of the croſs ceaſ- 
ed, comp Jo. x. 18. Pſ. xvi. 10. 1 Cor. xy. 20. Rom. vi. 4.— 
viii. 11. » It is working like angels, when we bring eaſe to 
thoſe whom ſudden fear, or other means, have i caſt 
down. How natural; tender, and moving is this ? © Perſons 
in diſtreſs are eaſily fet a 2 the ſubjoct of it 4 The 
dead ever live in thoſe who affectionately ſurvive. them. The 
memory of joys that are paſt is pleaſing and mournfulz the 
memory of ſorrows that are paſt, mournful and pleaſant, _ 


-G'E'N ER AI. 


Tax paſſion of grief is aſſua tears for a time, ſighs and 
fence. The language of it —— Sadneſs, in a 
mild and gentle nature, recommends to our regard. Some por- 
tion of the complacency and delight we receive from the pre- 
ſence of thoſe we love and admire, is annexed to their idea, 
or to pur thoughts concerning them, hen they are abſent. 


SecT. 480. * Tur ſervice of righteouſneſs may be attend- 
ed with eroffes 3 but, in the end, leads to immediate reward, 
and perfect everlaſting joys. W She' is not aſhamed of one, who 
ſuffered as 'a malefactor. * Sudden-motions of mind, aſſect 
the looks variouſly. 4 Obedience of this ſort is proper, and 

| highly acceptable. © Aw honourable and delightful title ; fit 
to relieve and elevate the dejected minds of his diſciples: Ma- 
jeſtic triumph over death! CHRIST always aims at comfort, 
dong with the conviction of his friends. Pain of ſuſpence ies 
great; and, therefore, not long to be continued. What a de- 

. brable method is this, of intimating forgiveneſs of their for- 
mer and ate faults? comp. Lu. xv. 22, &c. Suck delicate 
touches give ine xpreſſible delight, to a well turned heart. Te 
language of heart, of friendſhip, is always eloquent, Under- 
ſtanding is the cauſe of good conduct; and the ſoul of courage. 
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They who remember benefits, fhew themſelves deſerving 

them. By this means, CHRIST was to be more than — 
enriched, for their good. With him and his people, even the 
poo things are common. A high and neceſſary leſſon 


Then and there ſnall be the pe: enjoyment of my kingdom 
and preſence, Jo. xiv. 2, 3. In him do ye therefore truſt and 
hope, as I have done. 4 „ 


Sxcr. 481. FricnrT in performing duties that are diffi- 
eult, at firſt, is ſoon changed into holy delight and ſatisfaction. 
We pertake of the new life, and taſte, before hand, the joys of 
heaven. Conſolation waits cloſe upon all thoſe who ſeek Jz- 
80s CHRIS r cruciſied- Faithful is he who hath promiſed 

A tacit mild reproof to their forgetfulneſs, and incredulity. 

© How joyful a thing is it, to declare good tidings to others? 
A moſt ſuitable. recompence to thoſe who attended the croſs of 
CnR1sT. ' It is a great duty, to revive drooping, dying hope. 

* Gop takes care to comfort true penitents He would have 

it known to all, that the fruit of CHRISTA reſurrection was to 
extend alſo to him. Still his benevolence ſhone with mild luſ- 
tre. Compaſſion is that humane uneafineſs, which is excited 

by the evils of human life, in proportion to the degree and 
merits of the ſufferer. A peculiar gentleneſs is due to the ten- 
Aer hearted penitent. Mean while, their weakneſ obtained, 
in all theſe appearances, an-immediate ſupport. ' ' 


. - SECT, 482. Tn were not naturally timid, who could 
come to the ſepulchre at ſuch an early hour; nor had any no- 
tion of his being riſen. They were quite awake, ſo as both to 
fee and hear diſtinctly They are referred by the angel to a 
promiſe or prediction, which was inſtantly to be accompliſhed ; 
and his ſpeech' to them conſiſted of various orderly particulars. 
Reflect now upon Mat. xxv. 29. Jo. xi. 25, &c. Great uner- 
pected favours produce both fear and joy. Go ſuffers the 
moſt fervent, to experience fears and infirmities of this life, on 
purpoſe to keep them humble; and to make them deſirous of ano- 
ther, 2 Cor. xi. 1, &c. © Sudden and ſtrong feeling often binds up 
the tongue, comp. M xvi 10. Lu. XRiv, 9. 4 Divine graces 
and favours are wiſely gradual. * They embrace with warm 
affection, who have for any time been divided from the proper 
objects of it. Ixsus ſeeks his honeſt, though imperſect diſ- 
_ Eiples, to comfort them. *f Sweet words of hope, denoting 
| them to be his joint-heirs in glory. How are all the terrors of 
aer aboliſhed ? 1 Cor. xv. 55. Compaſſionate] 6474.4 
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who would not truſt in thee? May every remainder of unbe- 
lief be ſubdued in our fouls | ee 


Src. a OW miſerably did their eagerneſs to denytruth 
448 BY now blind — This teſtimony vhs Jews 
was equal to his appearance before theſanhedrim, if not ſtronger. 
They who had ſo often reſiſted the evidence of their ſenſes, would 
not ſeruple to do it again; and this would have been of real 
detriment to mankind. Thoſe not fully acquainted, muſt have 
been at a loſs to ſay whether he was really the ſame perſon. 
An overbearing public teſtimony to every Jew, would have ren- 
dered their univerſal teſtimony ſuſpicious, to other nations and 
future ages. No force whatever could ſuppreſs this belief. 
Men of the moſt unblameable lives, died in triumph for it. 
The great and various miracles which were publicly perform- 
ed in the name of CHRIST, demonſtrated him to be alive, ſee 
Acts iv. 7, &c. Gifts of ſpeaking and interpreting languages, 
could not be counterfeited z and, upon vaſt multitudes, th 
were communicated inſtantaneouſly. Not only the vulgar, b 
the great, and wiſe, and learned, in time, became converts 
every expence; and in an age remarkable for knowledge. 
Having crucified the Lord of Life, they had a ſtrong tempta- 
tion to vindicate themſelves. Their diſappointment'in a migh- 
ty temporal prince, was fatal to them. The writings of the 
new teſtament, from the very firſt age of Chriſtianity, conceal 
nothing, which they well knew would be improved againft 
them; and their miracles are never contradicted. What fol- 
lows the aſcenſion, exhibits a ſet of doctrines too grand and 
various both, for human contrivance. The Apoſtles ſhew no | 
anxiety to prevent objections, but leave naked facts and doc- - 
trines to themſelves. + The deſtruction of Jeruſalem, and the 
ſtate of the Jews, is a ſtanding miracle; like wiſe the Gentiles | 
taken in their room ſo extenſively, Mat. xxi. 43; and to be- | 
_ nefits unſpeakable; Jo iv. 23. 2 Tim. i. 10, &c.—ii. 23. If in- | 
deed, without miracles, the Apoſtles did allure ſo great a part 
of the world to true religion, that would be the greateſt and the 
moſt wonderful miracle of all. To ſay that ſuch amazing change 
was made, or that men forſook their old ſentiments and prac- 
faces, and embraced the Chriſtian religion, upon the word * 2 
Ars 7 S 
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few mean and illiterate men, is an abſurdity ſo-manifeſt, as not 
to be admitted, 'To what leſs than immediate divine agency, 
could the Jews aſcribe ſuch a riſing from the dead, after all 
their own diligent care to prevent it? They had now the evi- 
dence of their own watch, whom they did not diſbelieve, but 
| bribe. Such blinding was judicial. If the keepers were a- 

wake, the crime was impracticable; if not, the lie did confute 
itſelf. In midſt of ſuch hurry and noiſe, what fleepers would 
not have awoke? To what purpoſe the theft? It is of the 
nature of fin, to grow. Avarice, more than moſt things elſe, . 
has perſecuted the Lorp Jesus. Wicked clergymen are ſtill 
in great danger from it. How diſmal their caſe, who have re- 
courſe to a he, for concealing their crime, rather than to re- 
 pentance? * With all their art and power, ſuch falſehood 
would undo itfelf, with many, ſee Pſa. vii. 14, &c. Pilates 
inquiſition- woulg open the eyes of numbers. Hatred Fill make 
people believe even the moſt incredible and impracticable 
tungs. God may juſtly refuſe what wantonneſs, and not rea- 
ſon, demands. It requires a holy tenderneſs and integrity of 
ſoul, to ſee truth whereſoever-it is; and to be led by it. Falſe 
reports ſerve only for a day; and * the effects, therefore, of 
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SecT: 485. Jeſus appears to tue Diſciples ; M. xv). 12. Lu. 
1 Vi. 13, Ke.. 100. | 
„He fervent is the charity of the good ſhepherd, in chu: 

refully applying to ſo many, and in fo ſhort a ſpace? comp. 
'Lu.'Xxxiv: 9, 23-—X. 1. He would nat leave them long in 2 


painful ſtate of doubt. '® Surpriſe, joy, or greed, prove great 
| hinderances to long and edifying diſcourſe. © This, by his ſpi- 
rit, he never ceaſes to do. Real friends, in their penfive 


moods, incline to be with one another. It is alſo pleaſant, 
thus to renew the memory of the dead. Indulgence to grief, 
helps in part to aſſuage it; and ſtill more friendly eommuni- 
* cation ; ſee above. The fame of CHRIS T's miracles, the trial 
and circumſtances of his death, could not then be unknown 
to any other than an abſolute ſtranger. Even the Jews them- 
felves have not denied theſe things. A hint with regard to 
weighty and hte incidents would be deemed quite enough. 
_ © 'Fheir ſouls were diftracted, in a fort, betwixt fear and hope, 
Acts ii. 12. It is of the nature of fervent love, to doubt what 
it moſt wiſhes. From various parts of predicted character, » 


” 


"HISTORY or CHRIST) wy 


impoſtor could have known how to act. Here is à fair and 
open declaration, how far as yet they were -from having ſuch 
an opinion of Jz=sUs- as was worthy of him. Pitiable weak- 
nefles may, for a while, prevail RR = "_ of — 53 
narrative, importing a de e, he pati rs 
with ; to ſhew re. 4 in — how much better right he had 
to adminifter that rebuke which follows. * An example to be 
imitated by all, who would enlighten the ignorant, and errone- 
ous, Gal. vi. 1. Heb. v. 2. Jam, in 13. * Faithful friendfhip 
may be occaſionally ſharp 3 but without any degree of vindic- 
tive hatred, Gal. iii. 1. We muſt not pick and chuſe from 
the ſcriptures, what we will believe, and what not, but take 
them as they are. Our Loxp's cenſures of his friends, and of 
his enemies, were wholeſome admonitions, or authoritative 
corrections. He could both inſtruct and reprove unerringly. 
= The croſs of Jzsus-is that which makes for, and not againſt 
him. The Prince and Leader of his people behoved to ſhew 
them the way through affliction and death, comp. Acts xiy, ' 
22. Heb. ii. 10, 14. He would remedy their unbelief, in the 
way that was moſt beneficial for themſelves and others. E- 
nough to anſwer the ends of faith, we may know from Pia. 
- Xxii. 1, & If. liii. 1, &c. Dan. ix. 26. Pf. ii. 16. To which 
may be added, the ſhadow of good things from Num I. 
Jo. iii. 14. Mat. xi, 40. »The end was not only lawful, but 
gracious ; and the thing itſelf forbidden by no law. In a call 
to declare our ſentiments, we muſt be more direct, Rom. xii. 
22. comp. r Cor. x. 28,— ix. 20. It was civil, to ſeem as if 
he would not obtrude himſelf for a gueſt. Likewiſe, that they 
might have the pleafure of diſcovering their fond inclinations, 
He will thus be ſought after till, for what he is well diſpoſed 
to | tn Gifts he beſt fitted to ſuch affection. Along 
with competence, their hearts were ſincere, friendly, and de- 
rout. Ixsus had yet to go to Jerufalem himſelf, for comfort- 
ing his ſorrowful diſciples. - *. His words were all fpirit and 
life, as in Acts ii. 37.—xxvi. 27, 28. New and lively rays 
of hope. quickene their ſouls: Conviction, as he ſpoke, did 
quite overpower them. They faw him now diſtincłly, by the 
eye of faith; as others yet may from his words. They move; 
t times, even to rapture. extaſies of delight may not be 
our portion, O Gov, deny us not improvement. 
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like care and love. Delufive proſpects ifſue 10 proporti :onable 
ſadneſs of heart. Speak nobly for religion; but let it be well 
timed. Good converſation ſhortens the time; and makes 


VWearineſs itſelf hardly felt. The art of converſing requires 


r circumſpection; and brings the merit of people under a 
ere teſt. Tn is os 2 of hearts, and the bond of 
friendſſiip. To paſs through life agreeably, we ought to con- 
ſult people's beſt taſte and inclinations. The ind and heart 
require to be dilated, when they have been contracted by 
long and ſerious attention to what is painful. Chearful in- 
ections upon ſuch, do good like a medicine. They recover 
ſted verdure, freſh buds and fruits. The leſs we are with 
moroſe people, after ſome kind of trials, the better. Paleneſs and 
wrinkles come of ſuch intimacies. 'That converſation which 
is pious, at times riſes to the ſublime, and enables us, as it were, 
to look down upon the world. Knowledge from thence is a 
nearer and pleaſanter way, than any other. 'Thoſe are ever 
good company, whom it is uneaſy to part with. 


SECT. 486. * GLADNEss is naturally communicative. The 
diſconſolate ought to have immediate relief, if poſſible. ® Con- 
firmed hope is peculiarly pleaſing. This his condeſcenſion 
to Peter, argues amazing goodneſs, after a recent threefold de- 
nial. Let none deſpair. * By mutual conference, faith is 
ſtrengthened. It is for the glory of Gon, that his benefits be 
declared; it likewiſe cheriſhes true love. New and greater 
rewards may be expected by ſuch. A melancholy day may 
cloſe with great advantage. Subjects of the higheſt nature, 
ought to be the moſt amuſing. CHRIST will be preſent, both 
to enlighten and warm ſuch, 5 0 


'Szcr. 487. Chrift apprare to the ten Apoſtles 3 u. xvi. 14, &c · 
Lu. xxiv. 36, &c. Jo. xx. 19, Ke. | 


Tux reſurrection article is fundamental to Chriſtianity, 
Prudence, in danger, is highly commendable. © Fear of men 
muſt not hinder the practice of duty, if poſſible. Late rage a- 
gainſt the maſter, would now be turned upon his diſciples. 
They ware known to be CHRIS r's ee, and would bo 

othing could _ this 
dread, but CHRIS T's appearing. endly and amicable peak- 
ing unto men, has NT. of Carisr init. Weakneſs, in par- 
ticular; ſhould not be too much diſconcerted. Here 697 
"7: | | emp 
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' **hnplified the forgiveneſs of genuine friendſhip. A wiſh of 


ſignal efficacy, no doubt, comp. Jo. xiv. 27. © Such fables of 
vhoſts and ſpirits are common among the multitude. 'There 
is nothing that reconciles men ſo readily to believe an extraor- 
dinary appearance, as to have it accounted for. They who 
could reject ſuch teſtimonies were not fit to be reaſoned with, 
comp. Jo. ii. 23. Ads iv, $i © The cloſſeſt ſcrutiny, he offers 
unſought. How indulgent! 5 He who graciouſly aſſiſts his 
people, does not flatter them in their fin, but makes them bear 
the ſhame of it in this life. They are much more blamabl 


- tow; who believe not, after fo many miracles, and the convers - 


lions of whole nations and ors by them. ® There may be 4 
kind of inebriating joy, which overcomes the right uſe of rea- 
ſon for a time. * Simple proviſion did content both CHRIST 


and his difcipleg ' Faith is firſt ſettled, before difficult ore 


ders are given. * That JxsUs was the ChRIs r, then, was 
the ſum of all true faith, and ſolid ground for obtaining eternal 
life. Here, miffion plainly refers to office. * This 5 was 
a 3 = Thus they would be the better able to 
keep in mind all the ſcripture, and other teſtimonies to the res 


ſurre@ion ; ' and be armed by new confidence, comp AR 
big 


i. 16, & Now he left them often, to prepare them for 
entire perſonal remove. Now began CHRIS T's glorificationg 
Jo. vii. 39, to be made perfect in heaven Preach henceforth] 
with like trath and faithfulnefs, as T haye done, though it 
ſhould coſt you to ſuffet in the ſame manner. Prepafe your 
minds with compoſure and fortitude. » That is, all who be- 


lieve in me, through your word, and ſincerely obey my laws, 


ſhall have their former iniquities forgiven, and. not any other, 
An unfaithful perſon to the publication of thefe terms is infa- 
mous. No human being is entruſted with an independent 
and excluſive right of forgiving and retaining. Let pretended 


abfolvers ſhew themſelves really poſſeſſed of an infallible ſpirit.” . 


The Apoſtles did often looſe from temporal punifhments o 


fin; and thus viſibly remit, like Cur1sT. A renewal ef thew 


commiſſion, ſerved well to diſpet all their fears. 


\ 


SecT. 488. Chrift appears unte all the Eleven ; Jo. "1 | 


24, &c. 

Taz meetings of the ſaints ought not to be fieglected, 
He muſt have all his ſenſes ſatisfied. A refult of confuſion 
rather than ef tad ep. He was hereby better fitted 
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to bear witneſs of the reſurrection. Owing to this too, the 


_ negligence. Divine promiſes, how much foever beyond our 
© comprehenſion, ought to be d ed upon, 5 The appear- 


cleareſt and moſt ard 


tionably acceptable, as there are degrees of candour and humi- 


men of integrity. Could they ever be ſuppoſed to deceive, for + 
| fake of one, who had fo lately and ſo grievouſly deceived thi. 


Szxcr.' 490. Crit appears at the fea of Galilee ; Jo, xi, 
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other Apoſtles were more confirmed - Thus early conſecrat- 
ed was our Lon D's day, to the worſhip of Gon, and the honour 
of the Saviour, comp. Acts xx. 7. 1 Cor. xvi 2. Rev. i. 10. 
Cnnisr knows circumſtantially what paſſes in his bodily ab- 
ſence, comp. Jo. v. 23. A mild reproof, and an example of 
merciful bearing with human weakneſs, comp. Rom.' xv. 2, 
The-beſt have need to beware of prejudice, prepoſſeſſion, and 


ance of a friend, after a long ſeparation, overpowers the ten- 
der heart. They who are ſloweſt to believe, become often the 

oh in confeſſing. A frank temper, when 
overcome by kindneſs, is full of affection. Faith is propor- 
lity in it. The excellence of faith lies, not in having the ve- 
y fulleſt evidence, but yielding to what is ſolid and reaſonable. 


Th 


omas had the joint teſtimony of ten, whom he knew to be 


ſelves ? Upon like grounds with Thomas, might all the world 
then and ſince have refuſed to believe. The goodneſs of Gop, 
in all religious advantages, is greatly to be prized... How high- 
ly encouraging was this to future ages, whilſt it greatly ad- 
moniſhed ? two-rocks to be ſhunned by all good Chic 
tians are, that of believing coo much, and that of not believing. 
enough. Evidence irreſiſtible feels not the delight of inveſtigat- 
ing. The more faith is valuable, as temptations not founded 
in reaſon againſt it are ſtrong, Jam. i. 12. 1 Pet i. 7. The evi- 
dence of ſenſe is-inſuperable, andexceeds the higheſt probability. 


* 


Sxcr. 489. 2 Sven faith argues an bedient temper, and 
requires it, comp. Jo. V. 24.—XV. 36. g % . 
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III would not be an idle expectant of Caro, and ſo de- 
II dend upon others for ſupport. ln ae 
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Mayed both power and goodneſs, admirably: fitted to inſtruct 
and comfort. . To encourage honeſt induſtry, his preſence was 
then vouchſafed, and is ſo ſtill. Without the bleſſing of pro- 
vidence, all labour is unſucceſsful, Pſa. cxxvii. 1, 2. © Advices 
are readily followed, which we incline ſhould be ſucceſsful. A 
fign, too, of mild tractable diſpoſition, ſince toiling long in vain 
is apt to fret. 4A ſhadow of their future fidelity, and moſt 
amazing ſucceſs, comp. Mat. iv. 19 Rom, x. 18.— v. 19. To 
the power of CHRIS, the beſt qualified miniſters do owe their 
induſtry, comp. Hab. i. 16. 1 Cor. iii. 3, &c. He never 
came upon them in the way of a ſurpriſe. * Poſſibly near the 
ſhore, and where fiſhes through the day, and in any great quan- 
tity, ſeldom-uſe to be. Like Peter, they ſhould love much, 
who have had much forgiven, ſee Lu. vii. 4). He might, bye 
a ſecret influence, aid their labours ; but, he does not wholly 
ſupercede them. Thus were people of all nations, cre long, 
to be brought unto ChRIST. ® A farther evidence of the great- 
neſs of the miracle; and expreſſive of the admirable union of 
thoſe different people, and languages, and cuſtoms, who ſhould 
be converted by their means. An emblem of future heaven- 
and ſpiritual feaſting, when faithful and difficult labours 
all be abundantly recompenſed. In like manner, is he the 
head and father of the church, and diſtributor of their ſpiritu-. 
al gifts. Now he could do all things, in and of himſelf; hence, 
it may be, he prays not, as in J. vi. 11. Mat. xiv. 19. 


SECT. 491. Chrift commends his Sheep to Peter ; Jo. xxi,\ 

; f 15 &c. 8 * 1 
Tavus did he put away the painful remembrance of his late 

denials, after queſtioning. Through Peter, he ſpeaks to the 


reſt, who had been in uſe to act as a mouth for them. He 
would, as though ignorant himſelf, have things deeply impreſ- 


ſed upon their hearts. Never was great offence touched with - 


ſo much delicacy. How many, under pretence of feeding, 
have played the tyrant z and become robbers, yea murderers 2? 
Care even as one who has fallen, for the very weakeſt of * 
church, comp. Pf, Ixxxviii. 2 —lxxxix. 70, 71. Mat ii. 6. 
He not only forgives, but receives him into love and confidence: 
In a faithful paſtor, affection to the flock is a prime quality, 
comp. Jo. x. 11. The lambs and the ſheep are not theirs, 
but CxrIsT's, If. xl. 11. They muſt not, therefore, be lorded 
over in any ways. They N 
e DIR ao ng. 
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ing. Conſult the flock's good, more than own | : 

honour, and eaſe. They are the purchaſe n Briar 23, 

and dearly loved by him. © In great faults variety of evidence 

and arguments is neceſſary for reformatian. 4 Speci n- 

tion is due to the different caſes and underſtandings of 

Enxnisr's flock. They love him moſt, who are at the greateſt 

pains. Our bleſſed Lonn ſees every purpoſe and every action 

of a pious nature, as they riſe; to accept of, and graciouſly re- 

Poiuard them. What room is there, then, to boaſt of this three- 

fold commendation to Peter ? The apoſtolical gifts were com- 

mon, fee Jo. xx. 22, 23, 1 Cor. xv. 10. Gal. ii. 7, 8. Peter 

was now better known to himſelf, than otherwiſe he could 

have been. His fall did teach them all ſobriety and caution. 
Private contrition is not ſufficient to atone for public faults. - 


/ 


8 e 55 A ib 14 | 
SECT 492» - Chrift foretels eo Peter his Martyrdom ; Jo. 
K | 7 | 


Xi. 10, Kc. 


WM both innocently and naturally loath death. Here his” 
future conflicts and trophies are beautifully contraſted. ® So do 
all*they, who ſuffer: and die, to ſeal the truth, ſee Jo. ix. 24. 
A great conſolation in itſelf ; and, at laſt, made ſure of a great 

15 eward, ſee Mat. v. II. —x. 32. Rom. viii. 1). 2 Tim. ii. 11. 


o ( Gon 


Sxrcr. 493. In this command, might likewiſe be import- 
ed a ſpiritual ſenſe of the words, comp. Jo. xiii. 36. Such fol- 
lowing would lead to glory, as in Lu. xxiv. 46. ® Unneceſſa- 
ry cares ſhould not be indulged. Plain duty ought to be firſt 
and chiefly in every one's thought. The affairs of others, we 
have leſs to do with. Leave futurities to him, who can pro- 
perly judge of them. The bent of one's mind may be well 
own, by. the tendency of his diſcourſe. This obſcure an- 
ſwer, gently cenſures Peter's inquifitiveneſs. He whom the 
divine word inſtructs takes at once the fureſt and the ſhorteſt 
cut to truth. Having but one chief end, is the way to peace 
and pleaſantneſs. 4 As the completion of his kingdom, an e- 
vent ſo glorious, might be often clearly and fully ſpoken unto, 
ſce Acts i. 3. The appointment of places and removes from 
| them, is wholly put into the power of CHRIST. Things du- 
bious ſhould be left ſo, till the event ſhew them f No degree 
of virtue is ſo exalted, as to ceaſe from being a ſtate of ee 
ciency. Infinite numbers are deſtroyed by unproſitahle know 
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ledge, comp. Ph iii. 8. 2 80 may every other, by his inno- 
cent, uſeful life, miracles and . ſufferings. . fulfil- 


ment of Peter's death was a farther confirmation. | 
Sec. 494: 4 celebrated appearance of Chriſt, on the moun- 
tain of Galilee ; Mat. xxviii. 16, &c. E. xv. 6. 


* OyyoRTUNITIEs of joy and comfort ſhould only be ſought 
in the way of obedience: * Where CazsT doth clearly call, 
he will ho give his preſence. This plainly alludes to ſome” 

ivate . conver{ation z and confirms the appearances narrated 
' by the otherevangeliſts. © A fight by faith, ſtill leads to the 
ſame worſhip. In ſo large a company, all could not come 
equally near; and they were not credulous. Such, therefore, 
afterwards believing, and ſealing it- with their blood, yields 
an argument for the truth undeniable. The narrative is con- 
ciſe, but diſtinct. Thoſe very doubts contribute now to our be- 
lief. The greateſt, at times, have been uncertain of the moſt 
im | t . — 3 70 5 Wt et x * 
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Seer. 495. Chriſt appears to his Apoſtles in Jeruſalem, and 4. 


livers to them his laſt orders ; Mat. xxviii. 18, &c. M. wi. 
16, &c. Lu xxiv. 44, &c. E, xv. 7. Acts i. 4, Kc. i | 


His ability to ſend the Holy Ghoſt from above, and to raiſe 
up true believers thither, ſhould not, therefore, be queſtioned. 
Likewiſe, to ſubdue all nations to his government, to judge 
mankind, and to puniſh his adverſaries. This was the recom- 
pence of his labours, the fruit of his croſs. By his death and' 
reſurrection, he obtained a complete right to ſacerdotal and 
royal dignity. Before theſe, he enjoyed only the earneſts of 
them, ſee Jo. xvii. 5. comp. Mat. ix. 6:—xi. 27 —vii.* 29. Ph. 
ti. 8, &e. Acts ii. 33, &c. Eph i. 10, 19, &c. Col. i. 16, Heb,” 
i. 4. W Adminiſtering the divine er a relative to it, ga- 
thering a people from all parts, forgiving ſins, abrogating the 
laws of Moſes, as to it's ritual, and filling up what belonged to 
the moral of that inſtitution. The calling of the Gentiles is 
a chief glory of CHRIS T's purchaſe. All thus baptiſed, are 
bound to 5 the Father, enge, to the goſpel of his 

Son, and under the implored leadings of the Holy Ghoft ; that 
is, in ſpirit and in truth. 4 This initiatory rite is of eaſy ob- 
ſervance every where. The faithfulneſs of a preacher confiſts- 


- 


1 


: 21 REFLECTIONS, ON TAE 


in preaching nothing but what he has learned of Insus CnRIS T; 

. it 1b. it eu to give the increaſe. oy thou; Q 3 

our light, our ſtrength, our conſolation | It is ſafe, and conduciye. 

to union, that we avoid diſplaying a verboſe ſyſtematical con- 
feſſion, ſee Acts viii. 16 —x. 48 —xix. 5. In the infant ſtate 

af Chriſtianity, the various gifts of the Spirit did, for moſt part, 

fo immediately follow baptiſm, as Jn 5 viſible, they were 
converts The inward neceſſary graces and illuminations there. 

. © of are ſtill continued. Origi 5 a fine obſervation, in his 
dock againſt Celſus, 4 That when Gop deſigned true religion 
ſſmould obtain among the Gegtiles, he had ſo ordered things by 
his providence, that they ſhould be under one empire of the 
Romans; leſt, if there had been many kingdoms and nations, 

the Apoſtles of Ines CHA IST ſhould have been obſtructed in 
fulfilling the command he gave them, to go and teach all na- 
tions, & c. Says Euſebe, © there is no nation, or kingdom, 
which does not, in whole or in part, acknowledge the glory of 
Cuntisr.“ And again, when I conſider the power of this 
doctrine, and that great multitudes of men were perſuaded, 


and numerous ſocieties formed, by the mean and illiterate diſ- 


ay 


of Ixsvs, and that, not in obſcure, ignorant places, but 
in e itſelf, the queen of all other cities, in Alexandria and 
Antioch, throughout Egypt and Lybia, Europe and Aſia, and, 
alſo in villages and country places, and in all nations, I am o- 
bliged and even compelled to inquire after the cauſe of all this; 
and to acknowledge, that they ſucceeded not in their great un- 
dertaking, any other ways, than by divine power, ſurpaſſing all 
human ability, and the co-operation of him who ſaid unta 
them, Go ye therefore, and teach, &c.” Chryſoſtom, A. D. 
398, often ſpeaks of the ſpeedy and wonderful progreſs of the 
_ Chriſtian religion throughout the world. He celebrates the 
praiſes and the ſucceſs of the goſpel, preached by fiſhermen. 
and a tent- maker; and mentions among it's converts, Goths, 
Seythians, Thracians, Samaritans, Indians, Britons. They 
were but twelve,” ſays he, © and they gained the whole world.” _ 
Yea, “ kings and tyrants,” ſays he, * and people, ſtrove to ex- 
tinguiſh the ſpark of faith; yet ſuch a flame of true religion 
aroſe, as did fill it“ He feems to ſay, that the cities which con- 
Finued Heathens were few-and ſmall, acti 
Sars Theodoret, likewiſe, A. D. 423, © The All-wiſe Dei. 
committed the culture of a barren world to a few; and theſe - 
5 fiſhermen, and publicans, and one tent- maker.“ They have 
© kypught all nations, and all ſorts of people, to receive the 4 
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of 4 bert man ; and all, not b arms, but by reaſbn and af 
gument, ſhewing the uſefulneſs of the laws.” e oh2j 


Cos uas of Alexandria, A. D. 535,enlarges upon the wonder- 
ful progreſs of the Chriſtian — — as agreeable to what 
CarsT had foretold, Jo. xvi 33. Mat. xvi. 18.— iii. 43—xxiv. 
14. „ For,” ſays he, © though from the beginning Chriſtians 
were perſecuted by the Greeks and Jews, they overcame, and 
drew over their enemies to themſelves,”  * ITY 


| ST. Jan our triumphs on account of the remarkable * arr | 
of the goſpel, in this manner, . Until the reſurreQtionofCrrrrsr, 
in Judah only was Gop known, and his name was great in 
Iſrael: the men of all the earth, from Judea to Britain, and 
from the cold regions of the north, to the warm climates of 
the Atlantic ocean, with the numberleſs people dwelling in that 
large tract, were no better than beaſts; being ignorant of their 
Creator. And now every where, Carter is all in all“ 


; AvcvusrTINn finely argues the truth of the Chriſtian religion, 
from. it's wonderful progreſs; aſſerting, that if the philoſo- 
phers, in whoſe names men gloried, were to live again, and 
ſhould fee the churches crowded,. the temples” forſaken, and 


ple called from the love of temporal fleeting things, to the 


of eternal life, and the poſſeſſion of ſpiritual and heavenly 
e and readily embracing them; provided they were 
really ſuch as they profeſſed themſelves to be, and are ſaid to 
have been, perhaps they would ſay, Theſe are things which 
we did not dare to ſay to the people. We rather gave way to 
their cuſtom, than endeavoured to draw them to our thoughts 
and apprehenſ ions. „5 


Tux triumphs of CHAIN were not by carnal weapons, 
but by ſuffering with patience, comp. Jo. by 22, 23. Lu. i. 32. 
Rev. iii. 7.—i. 18: Ph. ii. 10, It. Acts x. 42. Rev. ii. 23. 
The way of life is now open to all, and it is but one, 1 Cor. i. 
11. Eph. ii. 19, & c. comp. M. xvi. 15. Rom. x. 14. Infant 
baptiſm, therefore, muſt be followed with holy, regular pro- 
ſeſſion, and obedience, 1 Pet. iii. 21. * To the baptiſm of a- 
dult perſons, inſtruction and faith are eſſentially requiſite, | 
comp. 1 Cor. i. 17. The poſitive inſtitutions of religion are 
not 0 innocent, but profitable, ſays Lord Bolingbroke; be- 
cauſe they are extremely proper to keep up the ſpiris of naturat 
religion, by keeping up that of Chriſtianity; and to n 


1 


2 


A 
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the obſervation of moral duties, by maintaining a reſpect for 
the revelation that comfirmed 505 An 4 man, after 
impartial conſideration, cannot reject the goſpel; therefore; 
the danger of rej it muſt be great, Pſa,” exix. 122. 
Cnxis r is fully ſufficient for whatever he hath promiſed, or 
| ſhall, at any time, require from us. His preſence is the pro- 
tection, ſteadfaſtneſs, and holineſs of the Church. To every 
thing infernal, the name of JIEs us is tertible. Sin and Satan 
are evet the ſame. 1 2 


Sxcr. 496. * Evens are the beſt interpreters of prophe⸗ 
eies. 3 inſure every other that yet bend = 
who bore with weakneſſes in his Apoſtles, confirms them to 
the end. We ought ever to ſtudy the facred books, with an hum- 
ble dependance upon the aid of him by whom they were die- 
tated. They whom Crz1sT did teach, are our ſureſt guides to 
underſtand the old Teſtament. .* By degrees, the ſcales of 
prejudice fell off their eyes, and they ſaw perfectly, fee Acts 
xvi. 14. © The ſeriptures muſt firſt be believed, before we can 
yaderftand them ſavingly. *CurrsT vel yew tat, by this 
time, there were many hearts prepared to błlieve. Let here 
the concord and unity of the church ſpring. up. * Befides - 
their honeſty and good common ſenſe, the ſpirit rendered 
them ſtrong and invincible, againſt all ſufferings. This would 
as ſurely be confirmed to them, as the prophecies of his ſuffer- 
- ings, death, and reſurrection were. /* Denoting both the ful- 
veſs and efficacy of heavenly unction, ſee Acts il. 2, &c. This 
will raiſe you far above the principles and rules of firſt begin- 
ners. Make yourſelves ready for fo great a gift and truſt. 
\ Ea Fs 


t of them all. To do what is commanded, 
nd t to heaven, is the beſt way, to be ready ei- 
ther for the end/of our own life, or that of the world. Igno- 
range of what id to happen ſhould quicken our dibgence _ 
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ties. Rewards, as to time, nature, and degrees, ought patients 


ly to be left by us under divine diſpoſal. A marvellous and 


captivating diſplay of divine wiſdom This was no inconſide- 
rable mean of reconcilement to ſuffering. * Perſecution by the 


Jews, brought the goſpel more immediately to the Gentiles: 


f CHRIST, even as GoD, now acts every where, ſee Acts i, 11, 
iii. 21. 1 Cor. xv. 25. Heb. x. 13. 1 Th. iv. 16. 4 Th. its 


7, &c. Cuts is ever with us alſo in the writings of his in- 


ſpired Apoſtles. When our mortality is laid aſide, then ig 
Cunisr with his own moſt completely, JzsUs might here 
alſo, deſign a ſucceſſion of inſtructors undet him, to the end 

the world. His aſcenſion to heaven, being fo well known to 
all the Jews of Paleſtine, for whom moſt immediately 8 Mat- 
thew did write, he makes rio mention of it; neither does John, 
as having been done before him, by botli Mark and Luke; ſee 


Adds i. 3. Lu. xxiv. 44- M. xvi. 10, Kc. In that aſcent, pros 


bably, our bleſſed Lorxy's body was changed, ſee Ph. iii 21. 


And we are made for-a fimilar blefſed eternity with his; after 


death. This promiſe is the greateſt joy and ſtrength of a good 
man's heart. How much do we owe to the fulfilment of i 
by the eſtabliſhing of the goſpel, even in fo remote an age 
country as.ours? OP , 


Sscr. 498. Chrif aſcends to Heaven i ll. wi. 195 &e. Lu 


xxiv. $0, &c. Acts i. 9, &c. 

' PTaz fame place which witneſſed to his humiliation and 
. obedience, did likewiſe witneſs to his glory. All that now 
remained. was, to ſeal what he had ſaid, with his ſpirit. © 
Thus they became phat t Witneſſes. © The truth here was 
fully demonſtrated, hy the effe&ts, A mild contraſt to Elijah's 
fiery one. © Though they could not fee Ixus enter — 
heaven, what en Boa ſeen, with the ſubſequent — 
angels, was ſufficient evidence. Here is 4 ſummary of the 
| go and of all the grandeur of the Chriſtian religion, ſes 

eb. viii. f, 2.—ix. 24 Thither ought the humble followers 
of Jusus, to look with holy joys and pleaſing expectatiou, Col 
Ui. 1. Let us, in imitation of CygisT himſelf, apply with vis 


this time forth, were to be his miniſtering ſpirits, 1 Pet. iii. 22« 
Tt is hard to 
ingly, even 


gour —_— to the buſineſs aſſigned us. 5 Even angels, fron 


LET 


_ 1 8 Per- 


away one's eyes from what they love exceed 
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Perhaps ſtill they might expect ſomewhat tyiraculons'from 4. 
bove. Thus ought ſorrow ever to be affuaged. i Such ce. 
leſtial teſtimony was to be received with firm belief and reve- 
_ rence. The Jewiſh elders and people had ſufficient evidences. 
of theſe particulars laid before them; and they were not entit- 
led to any more. 'Faith, as a virtue, is an intended evidence 
of docility and uptightneſs. To the aſcent of Elijah, the Jews 
had only Eliſha's ſingle teſtimony, and yet they believed. Here 
are twelve, to a gradual aſcent; men of integrity, and great ſuf- 
ferers Whither Elijah had gone, was not revealed by angels; 
and his aſcent was ſudden, next to ſtupifying. Apoſtolical mi- 
racles were as CHRIS T's aſcending in the view of all, comp. 
Heb xi. 1. Jo. xx. 29. ' Determined unbelief will get the bet- 
ter of any thing. Did not the Jews rebel againſt the terrible 
things ſeen at mount Sinai? comp Num. xvi. 41. The Apoſ- 
tles, writing of the reſurrection, and apoſtolical gifts, have ſuf- 
ficiently authenticated his aſcent to heaven, ſee Mat. xii. 39, 
40. Jo. ii. 18. comp. Acts iii. 15. —iv.. 10.—v. 30.— r. 
40, 41.—xiii.' 30, 31.—xvii. 31. Jo. xx. 30, 31. t Pet. i. 
3. Rom. viii. 11.—x. 9. 1 Cor. xv, throughout. 2 Cor. iv. 
14, &c. 1 Th. iv. 14, &c. Mat. xxviii. 18, &c. Jo. vii. 30 — 
Vvi. 62,——xiv. 2, 3, 16 —xy. 26. Such teſtimonies. of argu» 
> ment and clear alluſions, are even more than equal to Mark or 
Luke's deſcriptions. They who would not own him, as their 
Saviour, muſt feel him, as their judge. Coo 


», 


SecT. 499- . BrsiDxs private meetings, from this time 
forth, to the day of Pentecoſt, Acts i. 13, &c.—ii. 46 —iii. 1. 
. 25, 42.—X11.-12, and even after. Their ideas of a Re- 
deemer were now much enlarged The aſſured hope of eternal 
life with CHRIS gives great chearfulneſs. © Could the goſpel | 
end after a manner more comfortable? Still CarisT co- 
operates with true miniſters of his word; upon which ſhould 
depend the whole confidence of them, and of their people. 

May AL MOH TY Goy be, in like manner, praiſed by thoſe who 
receive the goſpel, for the aſtoniſhing diſcoveries and atteſta- 
tions of it. Buch evidences were the moſt ſolid, obvious, and 
popular. Worſhip is the only ſure foundation of the religious 
ſentiments of a people. Theological opinions are not preſerr- 

ed in memory, without external aids. The Chriſtian model is 
| that of pure, perfect ſimplicity, Gibbons. In the fame compa- 
ny, and uſing the ſame words, they who are much enlightened, 
can uſe them in a much ſublimer ſenſe, than the r 
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14 For profit to our neighbours, we muſt often come, though 
with great labour, to what is neceſſary. Gop grant ſuch mi- 
niſters; and may he, every day, render his church more and 
more worthy of them! Thus committing unto Gentiles the 
lively oracles, as before he had done to the Jews, the matter 
went ſtill forward. , | 


4 C27 


SecT\ go. As much is written, as is ſufficient for our 
| falvation\ Happy they, who abide in CyrIsT; and walk e- 
ven as he alſo walked! We may perhaps learn many of theſe 
particulats\afterwards; to our everlaſting admiration. Preſent 
pious and attentive ſtudy, is a ſuitable preparation for this. 
Such authentic and exact records are above all value. Abridge- 
ments are confined to things neceſſary. 


WM N N 


— Sven as have the firſt Volume unbound, and chuſe to pur - 
chaſe this, may put the Teſtimonies at the end of the ſecond | '14 
Volume. | \ 
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